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Proceedings and Debates 
Twelfth GENERAI ASSEMBLY ? 

= OE TRL : | 

COMMONWEALTH Or PENNSYLVANIA; 


7 


WHICH CONMENCED AT PHILADELPHIA, o MonDaAY, THE 
 TwzxnTY Second Dar or OcToBER, IN THE YEAR 
er ous Loxp, Ons TrousanD, SEVEN 


HunDRED AND EIGHTY SEVEN, 


Monpar, October 22, 1787. P. M. 1 

Being the day appointed by the Conſtitution of this State for the 

_. Meeting of the General Aſſembly, a Number of Gentlemen elected 

as Repreſentatives, to ſerve for the enſuing Vear, met accordingly, 

but not being a quorum, ́ 1 

8 Adjourned until three o' clock to-morrow. s 
1 TE Usůðaã v, October 23. P. M. 

A number of Gentlemen met purſuant to adjaurnment, but not be. 

ing a quorum—Adjourned until three o' clock tomorrow afternoon. 


| WzDpNntesDAY, October. 24, P. M. 
Forty Seven Gentlemen met, and being a quorum, 
On motion, | | 
The returns of the Elections held in the City of Philadelphia, and 

in the Counties of Philadelphia, Bucks, Cheſter, Lancaſter, Vork, 

Cumberland, Berks, Northampton, Bedford, Weſtmoreland, Frank- 

lin, Montgomery, Dauphin, Luzerne and Huntingdon, were read, by 

© which it appeared that the following Gentlemen were returned as 
Repreſentatives, from the ſaid City and Counties, reſpectively, for 
the enſuing Year. Viz. F | For 


+ Thoſe printed in Italic are the ſeceding Members of the late Houſe, Thoſe with 
a a ſtar prefixed are new Members. Theſe diſtinctions will be carried into the 
zeturns from the other Counties When they are preſented.— 
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For the City of PniLapELPHIA. For the County of Yor. 


George Clymer, Michael Schmyſer, 
Thomas Fitzſimons, * William Mitchell, 
Jacob Hiltzheimer, David M' Lellan, 
William Lewis, Joſeph Lilly, | 
William Will, * Joſeph Reed, 


| * Thomas Clingan, - 
For the County of Pa1- 


LADELPHIA., For the County of CUMBERLAND. 
Thomas Miflin, - David Mitchell, | 
William Robinſon Junr. Thomas Beale, 
John Salter, .. "Xp T homas Kennedy, 
George Logan, 3 John Oliver, 


* . + 
Nerd Peters, For the County of Berks, 
Joſeph Heiſter, | 
Gabriel Heiſter, 

* Charles Biddle, 

David Davis, 

* Joſeph Sands, 


For the County of Bucks, 
. Gerardus Wynkoop, 
John Chapman, 

Samuel Foulke, 
Valentine Upp, 


For the Co. of NoxTrameron. 
Peter Trexler Junr. 
Thomas Mawhorter, 


For the. Connty of CHESTER. 
Robert Ralſton, SS. 


James Moore, 

Richard Thomas, ** 3 ; Ing 

Samuel Evans, | | ES . 
Richard Willing, For the County of Beprorp. 
Townſend Whelen, Fohn Piper, | | 


* Jacob Saylor, 
+ | 


For the County of LANCASTER, * Abraham Cable, 
Alexander Lowrey, . 


Adam Hubley, For the County of WESTMOR E= 
Joſeph Work, % LAND Ho 
James Clemſon, William Findley, - 

* Jacob Erb, James Barr, + 

* John Hopkins, | * John Irvine, 1 For 


| 2 two gentlemen 5 equal in We and the county ſends but two 


F This return is ſaid to be ſigned by a part of the judges, and has the follow. 
ing ſubjoined. | | 5 N 8 


Ni. B. We do alſo certify, from the information we have received of Jacob 
4 Caſtleman (who is one of the judges in the diſtrict of Pittſburg, and who has re- 
7 Fuſed to fign this return) that ſeveral perſons voted in that diſtrict who did 

not reſide there. And alſo from information of Hugh Martin, and Michael 
Huffnagle Eſquires, that there were ſeveral perſons who voted in the diſtrit of 


of PENNSYLVANIA. |_| " 


For the County of FrxanxLin. For the County DAuPnlN, 
* James: Mer ĩͤ Jacob Miley, 
James M Calmont, | Robert Clark, | 48 
. John Carſon, 


8 | For the County of Mox ro Rv. For the County of LUZERNE. 


Jacob Riffe, | * John Paul Schott, 
Ne . For the County HUNTINGDONs 
* Benjamin Rittenhouſe, Hugh Daviſon. 1 


* Peter Richards, 


N. B. No returns have been received from the County of Nor- 
thumberland, Waſhington, and Fayette. | | 

The Houſe proceeded to the appointment of a Speaker, and on caſt- 
ing up the ballots, it appeared, he Honourable Mr. THOMAS MIFF- 
LIN, was znanimon/ly elected to that important ftation, whereupon, he 
took the neceſſary oaths, and made the requiſite declaration.— And 
being ſeated in the Chair, - | | 

The members preſent were ſeverally qualified, agreeable to the di- 
rections of the Conſtitution. 9 

The Houſe proceeded to elect their Clerk, and an Aſſiſtant Clerk, 
and on caſting up the ballots, it appeared that Peter Z. Lloyd Eſq. 
was unanimouſiy choſen Clerk, and Jacob Shallus Eſq. Aſſiſtant 
Clerk. 4. = ; 82 

It was moved, and ſeconded, to a Eo ; 

Mr. Lollar hoped before the Houſe adjourned, a Committee would 
. be appointed to wait on Council, and inform them the Houſe was 

organized, and ready to receive ſuch buſineſs as they would pleaſe 

to lay before them. : ES 5 5 

The motion to adjourn being perſiſted in, it was agreed to. 
and the houſe adjourned, to meet to-morrow morning at half paſt 
nine o'clock, | . 


„ Tavzxpay Ofcber 25 A. M. 
” = OE met purſuant to adjournment. SO . 
Mr. Fitzimons preſented a petition, from James Mart 1 
ot 8 2 8 on him 1 Office of On ” Mp eng 6 
being read, The Houſe proceeded to that appoint © | ing 
up the Ballots, there appeared, for e Ent, anch on caſting 
3 James Martin 34. 
Nicholas Weaver 14. 


Whereupon Mr. James Martin was dee x r 
Joleoh ©» lared duly elected, and Ver 
© Greensburgh, who attended the courts ' _ | | zarict.— Ard 
„ alſo from the information of Charl- ut did not reſide withinthe dicrikte— 3 
“ perſons who voted in the diſtrict of "Cade Eſquire, that there were on 

in the ſame. Witneſs our han” N ugh, who did not reſide W 
| North Connemaugn; 8 
he words in Italic, : 4s and ſeals October 14th. 47 7. 


te ſtruck through with a pen, as if eraſed. 
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ry was appointed Door-keeper. 8 
Ty Nn of Members for the County of Waſhington was read, 
as follows, Fohn M Dowell, 8 5 
| - Alexander Wright, 
| John Flannaken, 
James Alliſon, _ 


A Letter from Charles Biddle was wad, wherein he declined ſers 
ving as a Member for the County of Berks, On motion and by 
ſpecial order, the ſame was read a ſecond time, —Whereupon, 


. Reſolved, that the reſignation of Charles Biddle be accepted, and | 


the Speaker be authoriſed to iſſue his writ, for an Election, to 
fupply the vacancy. OS 


Committee, conſiſting of Meſſrs. Willing, Lollar, and Schott, 


was appointed to wait on Council, and inform them the Houſe was 


organized, and ready to receive ſuch communications, as that body 
might be diſpoſed to make. in 
Mr. Kennedy preſented a petition from ſixty two inhabitants of 
li Cody of Dauphin, alledging ſome undue and improper practices 
in one of the election diſtricts. In ſupport of which allegation, they 
tranſmitted the affidavit of Michael Zimmerman and others, of Leba- 
non townſhip, _ 5 be 
Ordered to lie on the table. | | | = 
Mr. Lollar reported verbally, from the committee appointed to wait 
on Council, that they had informed that bBdy, of the organization of 
the houſe, and received in anſwer, that a meſſage ſhould be forwarded 
to-morrow morning. | N | 
Cn motion of Nur. Findley—Meſirs Fitzſimons, Thomas and 


M*Lene, were appointed a Committee to bring forward the unfiniſhed 
buſineſs of the late houſe, and ſuch other as they judged prope r, to lay 


before the prgſent houſee. b 
Mr. 1i!zimozs was of opinion that the inveſtigation of the revenue 


olf the ſtate was an important buſineſs, particularly at the preſent alar- 
ming crif:ss Wherefore he hoped the houſe would turn their attention 


to it, as ſpeedily as poſſible. 


He had obſerved, ever ſifice he had the honor of being a repreſen- 


tative in the General Aſſembly of this ſtate, a great difficulty in ob- 
taining early information, from the Officers in that department,—it 


uſually was late in the ſeſſion before it was procured, by which means 
the ſubject could not receive that attention it merited, and he wiſhed 
it to have, to remedy which, he hoped the houſe would now proceed 


to the appointment of a Committee of ways and means, and thereby 


diſcharge that part of their duty, the occaſion demanded : He there- 


fore moved for the appointment of a grand committee, 


Mr, 


— — * 
* 


. 
* * ” 
* * + aro 2 


— 


—— 


Mr. Findley obſerved ſome {all difficulty in appointing the Com- 


mittee ſo ſoon in the ſeſſion. That we have experienced the inconve- 


nience mentioned by the worthy member from the city, would be rea- 
dily granted, but there are now ſome Counties totally unrepreſented, 


and others but thinly repreſented, for which reaſon. there muſt be an 
- impropriety in the appointment at preſent, otherwiſe it muſt be readi- 
ly agreed to; upon the whole, he did not with it done, at leaſt, on 
this day, perhaps theſe objections might not exiſt to morrow. 5 
Mir. Liizſimous law nothing to prevent the appointmentow, the 
only buſineſs the Committee could enter on, would be to call on the 
Officers, and direct them to prepare the neceſſary ſtatement, for their 


early information. If any County was unrepreſented at preſent, 
ſurely a gentleman could be added when the members came down from 
ſuch County. This cannot be deemed a ſufficient reaſon for delay, 
when there never was, perhaps, a greater occaſion for the exertions of 


the Legiſlature, in this particular. 


Mr. f indley apprehended the force of his objection was not under- 


ſtood, it was not that ſome Counties where unrepreſented, but others 


were ſo partially ſo, as not to have a choice in their members, ſome 
for example had but one member, who of courſe muſt be nominated and 


ſituation. | 
He would not infift upon his oppoſition, but had only ſtated theſe 
teaſons to the houſe. 3565 OP on ory ; 
Mr. M Lene added a few words, which were not heard. 
The motion was put and carried; whereupon the following Gentle- 


appointed, he thought this placed ſome gentlemen in a diſagreeable 


men were appointed members of the committee of ways and means ; 


City of PRfLADVrLTHIA. Mr. Fitzſimons, 
County of PHILADELPHIA, | Mr. Robinſon, - 
Bucks. p Do | Mr. Wynkoop, | 
Onerr. Mr. Willing, 
LANCASTER. | | Mr. Hubley, 

„ on 85 5 Mr. McLellan, 
 CUMBERLAND» Mr. Kennedy, 
Berks, - Mr. G. Heiſter, 
NorRTHAMPTON, Mr. Burkhalter, 
- BeprorD. | Mr. Piper, 
WESTMORELAND. Fi i Mr. Findley, 
WASHINGTON. | 0 Mr. M Dowel, 

FRANKLIN. . Mr. M“ Lene, 
MoNnTGOMERY» Mr. Lollar, - 
DauPnin. 3 Mr. Miley, 
Luz ERN R. | Mir. Schott, 
HUuNTINGDORN. 


| . | Mr: Daviſon, 
| Meſlrs Clymer, Will, and Rittenhouſe, were appointed a Com- 


mittee 
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mittee to prepare rules and regulations for conducting the buſineſs 
of the Houſe, and in the interim, ordered, that the rules of the 
late Houſe be adopted. 8 „ 

Meſſrs. Logan, Willing, Hubley, Kennedy, and Lollar, are ap- 

inted a Committee of Accounts. . : 

Meſſrs. Robinſon, Evans and Piper, are appointed a Committee 
to ſuperintend the Printing of the Laws and Minutes, 

Mr. Lollar is appointed to receive fines. * 

Mr. Fitsſimons called for the reading of the return from Weſt- 
moreland County, as he apprehended it was not altogether properly 
certified, and he enquired for information, whether ſome other State- 


ment was not expected. 


Mr. Findley would give ſuch information, as he was poſſeſſed of, 
he had ſeen a great number of the judges on this buſineſs, and they 
allowed, the people had voted in feveral diſtricts were they did 
not reſide, but this was not matter of much ſurprize, conſidering 


the extent of the Weſtern Counties, however he apprehended this 


did not invalidate - an election; in the diſtrict of Connemaugh, the 
judges had received three votes in this manner, and were appri- 
zed of the impropriety, wherefore they retained them apart, un- 


til the judges. met at the Court Houſe, when it was agreed to 
receive them, as no doubt could be entertained, but what thoſe 


perſons had ai right to vote, as citizens of the ftate, unavoid- 
ably detamed from their place of reſidence, ſimilar conduct has been 
purſued in other Counties, and it was not deemed-- improper. 


One of the Judges, to be ſure, had inſiſted on a note being made 


of this tranſaction, fuppoſing it neceſſary, to minute every occur- 
rence, from the oath which he had taken.—This was what he had 
learned from the Prothonotary Mr. Huffnagle, and the Judges who 
delivered' him the Return to bring to the 8 believes no 
other ſpecial” information could be obtained, nor would any peti- 
tions or complaints againſt the Election come forward. — This he 


declared as his opinion; ſach things pgibly may be introduced, 


contrary to his expectation, but the probability is, that there will 

Mr. G. Clymer obſerved, that when returns are read on the firſt 
meeting of the Houſe, they are paſſed over as a matter of courſe, 
but this appeared to him witiated on the face of it, the 


Judges had alſo certified ſome improprieties which might be 
a proper ſubjet of inquiry, when the neceſſary information 


was received—At preſent he ſuppoſed nothing more was requiſite 
than to let it remain on the table. | 

Whereupon no. Order was ſpecially taken on this buſineſs for the 
prelent.  * | | 

On motion reſolved that Tueſday next be aſſigned for the appoint- 
ment of ſuitable perſons to print the laws and Minutes of the pre- 
ſent Houle. | | | 


Ordered 


of Panne cat 2 


Ordered that hs notice thereof be given in one of the public 


papers.” 


The Gd members who now appeared br the firſt: time in 
the Houſe, were als e e to the een 21 the 


Conſtitution. 
Adjourned until t o- morrow. 


FRI DAV, Ones 26, A. M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. | 
Such Members as appeared now for the firſt time ſubſcribed the 


neceſſary oaths and declaration. 

Petitions from James Young and Charles Buzelot, inſolvent debtors 

confined in the Jail of this City, were read and ordered to he on 
the table. 

The Return of Repreſentatives, was received from the Coun» 
ty of . by which it appeared, that 

T heophilus Philips, and 
5 Gilchrj g * : 5 

are retirnid FE elected. -, 


Mr. G. Clymer called for the reading of the following reſolution, 
—_ to by the late Houſe, 
Ręſlved that it be recommended to the ſucceeding Houſe of Aſſem- 
bly, to make the ſame allowance to the attending Members of the Con- 
vention, as is made to the Members of the General Aſſembly, and alſo 


to provide for the extraordinary expences which may be incurred by 
holding the ſaid elections. 


This met with ſome oppoſition from Mr. M' Lene, who thought | 


the Houſe ought to wait until the buſineſs ſhould be introduced by 
the expected meſſage from Council. 


But the Reſolution was read, and Meſſrs. G. Clymer, Lollar and 


and Schott, were appointed to bring i in a bill conformable to its tenor. 
Mr. Fitzfimons preſented the following report. 

The Committee appointed to report the unfiniſhed buſineſs of 
the former Houſe, find, the following bills and reports, recom- 
mended by a former Committee”, 


1 A 1 to the Act for erecting the ſouthern Suburbs 
into the diſtrict of Southwark. 


2 A bill for diſpoſing of the reſidue of the donation Lands. 
3 A bill for regulating Auctions and Vendues. | 


4 A bill to incorporate the ſubſcribers to the plan for erecting | 


a permanent bridge over Schuylkill. 


5 A bill to enable the Commiſſioners of Cheſter County to ſell 
an convey a certain lot &c. 


6 A report on the petition of non reſident owners of land in Lu. 
zerne County. 1 All 


1 See Vol. 1 of this Work, page 120. 


— 


4 2. 
PPP 
4 W 2 
a 4 * 
A. Ls 


A my - 


h 


* F 
Fl 
$ 
6. 
E 5 3 
4 
44M | 
* 
? 4 
$4 
F UB 


* 


individually concerned. 


and that was the delay neceſſarily occaſioned by having 
a number to tranſact buſineſs, Every Gentleman muſt be ſenſible 
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5 All of. which they recommended to the attention of the Houſe, 


and that the report of the Committee on the tranſcript of taxes, 


be referred to the Committee on ways and means 
The iſt. bill was committed to Meſſrs. Robinſon, Logan and Piper. 
The 2nd. to Meſſrs. Findley, M' Dowel and Rittenhouſe. 
The 3d. —— to Meſſrs. Fitzſimons, Will, Peters, Wynkoop and 


Lee. 
The 4th. —— was poſtponed, | 
The 5th. to the Members from Cheſter County. _ 


It was moved, by Mr. M*Lene, to refer the report on the Luzerne 
buſineſs to a grand committee. | 

Mr. G. Clymer objected to this motion becauſe it was the buſineſs 
of the fate gennerally, and not a ſubje in which the counties were 

Mr. M*Lexe did not deny the gentleman's poſition, but he conceiv- 
ed the members who might be appointed, were repreſentatives of the 
ſtate, and not the repreſentatives of particular Counties. 


Mr. Clymer infiſted that grand Committee's were the repreſentatives | 
of Counties, or why are they appointed from each County, in prefe- | 


rence of being ſelected from the ſtate at large. 


Mr. Firzſinons had but one objection to a Grand Committee, 


* 


ſo larg 


of the difficulty with which Committee's are collected, and on the preſent 
occaſion, conſtruct your Committee how you may, the ſame Members 


will be on ſeveral others, which will encreaſe the difficulty, for it 


is impoſible to attend both at the ſame time; indeed he had fre- 


ently obſerved, that buſineſs conſigned to a large Committee, was 


one by a few of its members or not at all, but if Gentlemen think 


chat a grand Committee will ſpeedily report in the preſent inſtance, 


he would reſt ſatisfied with the appointment. 

The motion for a grand Committee was negatived, and a Com- 
mittee formed of Meſſrs. Clymer, Wynkoop, Evans, Lowry, M' Lene, 
Kennedy and G. Heifter. | _ | | 
Mr. M' Lene begged to be excuſed from ſerving on this Com- 
mittee, as he was againſt the meaſure altogetber. 

The Houſe declined to comply with his requeſt. | 

The report of the Committee on the tranſcript of taxes, was referred 
to the Committee on ways and means. „ 

The aſſiſtant Clerk, was ſent to enquire of the Honourable Supreme 


Executive Council, at what time they would pleaſe to forward 


their meſſage, and was informed, it could not be ready to lay before 

the Houſe until one o'clock. No other buſineſs preſenting, 
The Houſe adjourned, to meet to-morrow morning at half paſt 

nine o'Ulock, | | | | 
See Vol. page 101, 


Sa r- 
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J PENNSYLVANIA. | 3 
da ronkpar, October 27, A. M. 
Ihe Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 
After reading over the minutes of yeſterday, _ 5 
Mr. Fitz/mons preſented a petition from the Committee of the ſub- 
ſcribers, for building a permanent bridge over Schuylkill, praying 
leave to bring in a bill to incorporate the ſubſcribers. 
- Orckered to hie on the table. 
| Colonel Hubley, preſented a petition from Meſſrs. Lahn and 
' Albright, praying to be appointed printers of the laws and mi- 
nutes in the German Language. | | OE 
Mr. Logan preſented a fimilar one from Jacob Billmeyer. 

5 a . Ordered to lie on the table. 
Mr. Fitz/imons preſented the following petition : 5 
Jo the Repreſentatives of the freemen of the Commonwealth 
of Pennſylvania. „ : „ | | 
No iba? petition of Richard Wells and John Clifford reſpectly 
ſheweth. | | | *Y 
Iuhat a petition was preſented to the late Houſe of Aſſembly, 
on the 10th of September, praying, that the ſhare of the Ship Anna, 

forfeited to the ſtate, by virtue of an act paſſed in March laſt, 
might be relinquiſhed in favor of the late owners, but it being 
late in the ſeſſion, and more important buſineſs taking up the 
time of the Houſe, the Committee appointed on the ſaid peti- 
tion did not report; your petitions, therefore, reſpectfully hope, the 
preſent Houſe will pleaſe to take up the ſaid petition, and grant 
that relief to the ſufferers, which the peculiar 8 of the caſe 
may be thought to require; for however it may be contended, in 
courts of juſtice, that owners are liable for the miſconduct of their 
officers, and ſhould therefore be cautious whom they employ, yet 
no ſuch law exiſting at the time of the ſhip's leaving America, 
the owners had not the danger in contemplation, when their officers 
were appointed. f | Richard Wells, 
4, oO John Clifford, 
Philadelphia, October 26, 1787. | | 


7 


# — 


| | | Orderd to lie on the table. 
Mr. Sands preſented the petition of Mary Biorne, ſtating her 
Ffruitleſs attempt by law, to obtain an eftate which ſhe claims as 

her property, and praying relief of the Houſe. SES 

3 5 1 Orcdered to he on the table 
Mr. Moore preſented from the Committee, a bill to enable cer- 


- tain Commiſſioners to ſell and convey a lot, in Cheſter County, þ 
and for other purpoſes therein mentioned. 5 2 
„% ag! Ordered to lie on the table. | 4 
On motion and by ſpecial order, The petition from the Committee | 1 
of the ſubſcribers to the permanent bridge, was read a ſecond 1 


time —Ordered, that they have leave to bring in a bill, agreeable 
to the prayer of their petition. | | | | 
1 1 ; The 


| 5: or EG 
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Ihe petition of Mary Biorne was alſo read a ſecond time. 

Mr. Peters was of opinion the ſubject matter contained in the | 
petition, could not come with propriety before the Legiſlature. goo 
Mr. Wynkoop entertained. the ſam. ſentiment; as did alſo Mr. Lollar. | 

Mr. Leters moved that the petition of Mary Biorne be diſmiſſed. 

Mr. M Lene wiſhed to ſoften the expreſſion, and fay ſhe has leave to 
withdraw her petition. | | 5 
Mr. Peers cheerfully concurred, as his object was only to rid the 
Houſe of the buſineſs. 5 | | | 
Mary Biorne have leave to withdraw her 5 


Whereupon, reſolved, that . 
petition. | EY 8 
_ The petition of Richard Wells, was read a ſecond time, and it was 
| moved and ſeconded to commit. * ER” | „„ 
Mr. Findley was againſt committing ; he had been on à Committee 
of the laſt Houſe on this buſineſs, and they had agreed it did not come 
before the Houſe. Being one of the Committee, he was enabled to un- 
derſtand this buſineſs better than moſt other gentlemen, who had not 
the ſame opportunity. But it might be obſerved, from the face of the 
petition, and from the relation, that it was a buſineſs which could not 
come before the Houſe. Ihe petitioners inform you, that Council have 
decided on a ſimilar application of theirs, and that they refuſed their 
prayer by a majority GN one vote. What, then, bas the Houſe to do 
with it? are we to examine whether Council did right or wrong, by 
their deciſion, or whether one is a ſufficient majority, to determine the 
rote of that body? _ LO | 3 
It is clear, if we take up buſineſs, after it has been decided upon in 
the Executive department, that we ſhall invite a great deal. Put what 
right has the Houſe to go into any enquiry in ſuch cafes ? none. They 
are as ſupreme in the Executive department, as we are in the Legiſlative, 
and there lies no appeal from them to us. For which reaſon, it will be 
proper that the petitioners have leave to withdraw their petition. | 1 
r. Peters was not ſatisfied by the arguments cf the gentleman 
from Weſtmoreland, that there was an impropiiety in committing ; te 2 
had a great reſpect for Council, but he did not know from any thing 1 
5 that appeared on the face of che petition, that the gentleman's obſerva- 
tion of its being without the province of the Houſe to notice it, was 
well founded, nor was it derogatory to the reſpe&t due Council, to 
hear the petitioners— Council might, perhaps, have ordered the petiti- 
on, when before them, to be diſmiſſed, becauſe they might doubt if 
their authority extended to giving away the public monies, or proper- 
ty of the ſtate ; if fo, and they declined complying with the requeſt 
of the petitioners, it can be no reaſon, why the Legiſlature ſhould not | \ 
attend to it—if it be found a caſe ſo extremely hard, on account of 1 
| the rigor of our laws, no doubt can be entertained of the power of the 
q houſe to remedy the evil. In all nations this power 1s reſerved. In 
England it is delegated to a board of commiſſicners, who have full au- 
1 | thority to mitigate the rigor of the maritime lay ; If ſuch is given ta 1 
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Council, fill that body might ſuppoſe, after the confiſcation of the 
property, or collection of the revenue, it was beyond their reach, and 
that they could not return the one or the other. But however this 


might be, there could not be any impropriety in admitting the petition ' 


to go to a Committee; it was ungenerous to attempt to flop it in the 


firſt ſtage nor did he think it proper to refuſe; he would be the 


laſt perſon in the houſe to interfere improperly, with either the judici- 
al, or executive branches of the government, but this he looked upon 


to be totally diſtin from either, If the gentlemens caſe was found to be 
a hard one, and that the law operated as a greivance, it was in the 
por of the Aſſembly only to farniſh the remedy, and this could not 


be deviſed, without firſt determining on the diſeaſe. The Houſe would 
therefore certainly think it proper to commit, for the purpoſe of en- 
quiry. : rn Ex 

Mr. Findley agreed with the gentleman from the County in. 


his general ſentiments, and apprehended if the Houſe made a law, 


which was injurious to the people, that they ought to repeal it, 


though many mconveniences might ariſe by ſuch repeal. —But there 
was a material difference between the | pres: of the Houſe to repeal 
its own laws and reſcinding what ha 


been done, in the execution 


of the law. —Certainly too the power of remitting fines, did not lay 


with the Houſe.— Though the power of diſpoſing of the public mo- 
ney of the ſtate does, yet the Houſe would hardly be induced to 
part with this, wantonly, to men who never did ſervice for it. 


Council, the gentleman ſays, would not go into the buſineſs, be- 


cauſe they had no right to give away the public money; that I ap- 


197 


rehend was not the reaſon. I ſuppoſe they were conſcious of an 


1mpropriety in remitting the fine, for they muſt have been certain on 
the queſtion of right, they knew they had this right by the conſti- 
tution ; and it appears by this vote, that they exerciſed the right 


by judging of the propriety of remitting the penalty. If the Houſe: 


was to attend to all the complaints, ariſing from diſſatisfaction 
with the decifion of Council, on every refuſal to remit fines—they 


would have buſineſs enough; or if the laws are to be altered on every 


complaint of their ſeverity, then it would have to be frequently done 
indeed, for no perſon ſuffering under them but what complains. 


The queſtion is not ſo much the power of remitting, as the pro- 
priety of admitting ſuch buſineſs before us at all; ſhall our time be 


taken up with attending to things evidently improper from the very 
face of them ?—Shall we hold out encouragement, for people to ex- 
from us, an Alteration of the decifions of Council : Shall we 


ſet up for the court of appeals from the executive and judicial bran- 
ches? no: theſe are principles which I am ever againſt, —The pow- 
er of the Council to remit, is another queſtion ; but I believe it is 
certainly underſtood they have the power; though they did not ſee 


it right to exerciſe it in behalf of theſe perſons. I repeat it again, 
the repeal of the law lies with us, but we have it not in our pow. 
£ | er 
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er to reſcind the execution. If it is a hardſhip, or been executed too 


rigorouſly, it does not lay with us to apply the remedy. N 
Mr. Robinſm. The gentleman'tells us that it appears improper to | 
commit the Petition, from its face, and from his knowledge of 
the buſineſs ; this concluſion he draws from the opportunity he tells 
you that he has had, to ſtudy the ſubje&t when on the Committee, 
to whom it was referred, by the late Houſe, Perhaps we all might 
be of his opinion, if we had the ſame advantage of attending to it 
particularly. I don't recolle& either that he diſcovered any thing 
of this impropriety, when the petition came before the late Houſe. 
J believe he did not then contend he had diſcovered any thing on the 
face of it which rendered the commitment improper ; on the contrary, 
he was willing to have it committed, as he went on the Com- 
mittee to whom it was referred. — : 
With reſpe& to the queſtion, whether Council have a right to re- 
mit fines and penalties after collection or not I think it a matter 
of indifference, ſo far as connected with the preſent ſubject; nor do 
I wiſh to go at this time into the merits of the caſe, but ſure it 
can't be a diſputable point here, that the Houſe have a power to 
diſpoſe of the monies of the ſtate. It is certainly in the power of the 
Houſe to grant any perſon, who has been injured by the operati- 
on of a law, a ſum which juſtice to his caſe may require. It cannot 
be a diſputed point, either that the power of the Houſe is ade- 
quate to remedy the petitioners ; if it ſhould be found on enquiry 
that it will be proper ſo to do, the only queftion therefore is, 
whether the preſent occaſion is a proper one, for this interference 
of the Legiſlature ?—And this can be better determined by deli- 
beration and inveſtigation, than in a hurry and on the moment it is 
Mr. Peters could not ſee upon what principle the repeal of a 
too rigorous law could originate, unleſs the rigorous execution was 


_ firſt eſtabliſhed, ſo as to rouſe the attention of the Legiſlature, 


if this caſe may produce that effect, where is the harm in proceed- 
ing to the inveſtigation— Ihe Committee are not confined to re- 

port particularly on this occaſion, if on enquiry and diſcuſſion, they 
ind our navigation laws too oppreſſive, they will bring it before 


the Houſe. I am as much againſt partial interference as the gen- 


tleman from Weſtmoreland, and would, rather, that a perſon ſhould 
abide by the inconvenience, than eſtabliſh a precedent, which might 
in future embarraſs the decifions of the executive, or judicial de- 
partments—But committing this petition, can have no ſach effect, 
nor without it, can the Houſe diſcover the propriety of altering . 
a law, whoſe execution occaſions complaint, and it is in the pow- 
er of the Houſe only to remedy the defect The oppoſition to com- 


mitment does not ſeem fair or able, and this is a ſubject of more 


importance than a thouſand others that are refferred to Committees 
Mr. F7zicop ſpoke alſo on this cccafton, but was not heard. 
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Mr: Vindley would explain that part of his conduct, which the 
member from the County had remarked upon, this was, his not 
objecting to the commitment on a former occaſion. He owned he 
might have miſtaken the reaſons, for Which gentlemen were deſirous 
of having the petition now committed, he underſtood it was with 
a deſign to releive the petitioners, by remi:ting or returning the 
penalty. But by the reaſoning of the gentleman on the other ſide 
of the chair (Mr. Peters) it appears, that it is with an intent to 
lay the foundation for repealing the impoſt laws, and I agree with 
him, before that can be done, it muſt appear to the Houſe wrong. 
or oppreſſive in its opperation. e TE en e e 

Now if this is the object, and it is neceſſary to take a review 
of all revenue laws, and repeal thoſe that are complained of, the 
commitment may not be improper. e W 81446 
But if we are to repeal, or alter the execution of a law, it is 

a buſineſs not belonging to the legiſlature—if our laws operate 
as a hardſhip; on the community, it may be ſome foundation for 
repeal, but this would go too far, for every hardſhip would pro- 
duce an application. Becauſe ſome men have been hanged, or 
whipped, under our penal laws, is that a reaſon for their repeal ? 
or is a man who ſufferred under any of our laws to be releived 
by an ex s/f fats one? If this precedent is once eſtabliſned, no 
doubt but the Houſe would have buſineſs enou g. x 

A gentleman (Mr. Robinſon} has mentioned the power of the 
Houſe: to difpoſe of all public monies—that ſuch power lies with 
the Houſe is true, but I can never conceive, when a man has been 
puniſhed for a breach of the law by fine, that it is in the 
province of the Houſe to reſtore it; and if the gentleman means 
to do it by any indirect method, it is blamable, it would be better 
to go boldly into it, and ſay our laws have been improperly exe- 
cuted, and we will correct the abuſe, by aſſuming the right of de- 
ciding on ſuch execution we will go into the enquiry, alſo, of the 
conduct of our courts of juſtice, and blend in ourſelves the exer- 
ciſe of the legiſlative, executive and judical powers. e 
Mr. Fitzſimons thought that the petitions of the people ought to 
be attended to, it was their right to be heard, 5 clearly defined: 
to be ſo in the conſtitution. „„ re. 
The regard which is due to our conſtituents,” ſhould certainly in- 
duce us at leaſt to take the pains of enquiring into their com- 
| PR gentleman from Weſtmoreland inſiſts on its diſmiſſion, 
| becauſe the application appears improper on the face of the petition, * 
and adds that Council ly have authority to decide in this 
caſe. The gentleman will remember, this law was paſſed in the 
late ſpring, and was confeſſedly a matter of experiment; he alſo 
knows, that theſe perſons are the firſt who have ſuffered under 
it, and they think their ſuffer ings unmerited.— T hey applied to 
that body, whom the gentleman inſiſts was adequate to grant them 
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relief, which was not obtained Application is now made to us, 


and we are ſolicited to enquire whether the laws operated unjuſtly 
againſt theſe people, and whether, if that injuſtice is made appear, 


it will not be be proper to correct its ſeverity. 15 
Notwithſtanding the gentleman contends this ſubject is foreign 


to our department, yet I am very ſure it is difficult to draw the 
line to determine what is in the power of the Houſe, and what is 
not. If when the report is brought before us, any thing ſhould 
be offered on this head, it will be time enough to go into the 
diſcuſson—but to me it looks a little extraordinary, and pointed 
too, that ſuch oppoſition ſhould take place vn the commitment. 
But I hope the Houſe will agree on the propriety of enquirin 
into the complaints of our conſtituents, and in the preſent caſe 
approve of the motion for commitment. | 8 „ 
Mr. M' Lene hoped the Houſe would not agree to commit for 


he could not conceive how it becomes a ſubject of enquiry in this 


caſe, morè than in any other, to decide on what the courts of 
juſtice or Council have done: It is quite out of propriety for 
this Houſe to paſs an opinion, upon the deciſions in either of thoſe 
places, of the execution of the laws. of Pennſylvania. 


This buſineſs has been carefully enquired into before the court of 


common pleas, and learned counſel in plenty were «<©<:gaged on 
| both fides ;—the buſineſs has been alſo before council, who un- 
doubtedly have power to remit fines by the expreſs words of the 


Conſtitution, and will any gentleman riſe and fay that this Houſe 


have ſuch power ? I believe they will not. | 
The gentleman on the left hand of the chair (Mr. Peters) 


thinks it is a rigorous law, but I remember well to hear the judge 


of the court of common pleas declare it was not. He premiſed 


That it was not a ſevere law, that is, conſidered as an impoſt law, 


and not ſo much ſo as in other nations, even the Engliſh, but the 


proceedings of a court of juſtice, which determine againſt any per- 


ſon, are deemed hard by the ſufferer, whether his loſs be occaſion- 


ed by neglect, or diſobedience. Another gentleman (Mr. Robinſon)” 


on the other fide of the Houſe, holds, tho' the Houſe cannot 


remit fines, yet they can diſpoſe of the} public money, and 
ogg we don't remit, yet we can beſtow; this, fir, amounts to 


the ſame thing, the act is in fact the ſame; and when we agree 
to receive petitions of this kind, and to alter the deciſions of coun- 
cil, certainly no man who has ſuffered the loſs of his property, and 
does not meet relief in our courts of juſtice, or by the interference 
of Council, or who 1s to be puniſhed, but will apply to us, if 
he finds here a pardoning ſhop. No one will regard what is 
done up ſtairs (alluding io the Council chamber) if he can find a 


remitting ſhop below. Every one will certainly apply here, and 


that will be a great number no doubt, If we want buſineſs this 
will be a ready way to draw it to us—but ſurely the NO 
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| | muſt fee the impropriety of the application; for let the art of 
BB man give it what caſt they will, it is certain the Houſe 
ave. ho power to remit a fine —and let redreſs be furniſhed 
by us, it is ſtill the /ame fis, dreſs it which way you pleaſe, 
and it is a buſineſs with which the Legiſlature has nothing 
to do, wherefore the Houſe will purſue the ſame line of conduct, 
as they did in the woman's. caſe, juſt now decided on—aad let 
the petitioners have leave to withdraw their petition. . 
| VM.r. Hier ſinons did not think it proper to go into the merits 
| of the caſe, on the preſent queſtion—he did not wiſh it. But gen- 
4 tlemen would conſider, what had been the practice of the Aſſembly, 
on former occaſions—many applications had been made, and ma- 
* ny people, who have ſuffered under the laws, were releived by the 
555 Houſe ; no oppofition had ever been made to the commitment of 1 
16 their petitions. | : 1 
A gentlman who ſuffered by a loſs of public money, was re. 
leived by the late Houſe from that loſs, and a thouſand other 
precedents might be adduced They ſhould be very ſtrong reaſons, 
for the Houſe to decide againſt liſtening to the memorials of the 
e 1696 In the woman's caſe, which was juſt now diſmiſſed, re- 
medy could be had in the courts of juſtice—in the caſe of the 
| petitioners, - redreſs could not be procured but by the interference 
of the Legiſlature. Wherefore it becomes our duty to hear them. 
When the report it made, ſhould it appear that the Houſe have 
not the power to grant their prayer, or that it is improper, no 
doubt but they will determine ſo. 1 1 
The merits of the caſe will then come fairly before us, and we ſhall 
have time to ſtudy it—but it does not appear candid in the the gentle- 
men to give this oppoſition, at a time when it would be inconſiftent 
to go into the inveſtigation, - h 7 8 
Mr. M' Lene was not ſurprized at the charge of want of candour, 
when he heard the gentlemen who made it draw a compariſon between 
the individual, who by an unforeſeen accident loſt the public money, 
| | and the men who by an infraction of the law were fined for the offence ; 
the caſes were nothing alike—this is to make reftoration of what has 
been lawfully taken: It will appear pretty too, to give a large ſum 
of money to men who have done nothing for it but violated the laws— 
indeed he thought a better compariſon might be had. | 
Ihe queſtion on commitment was put and determined in the affirma- 
tive—31 members riſing in favour of it whereupon it was refferred 
to Meſſrs. Peters, Evans and Lollar to report. 
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A MESSAGE from the Prefident and Supreme Executive Council, 
to the General Aſſembly, F Sf 
GENTLEMEN, 5 8 „„ 5 
Since the laſt ſeſſion, there has been a renewal of the diflurbances at 
Wioming ; ſome reſtleſs ſpirits there, having imagined a project of with- 
5 | | drawing 
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drawing the inhabitants of that part of this ſtate, and ſome part of the 
ſtate of New York, from their allegiance, and of forming them into a 
new ſtate, to be carried into effect by an arined force, in defiance of 
the laws of the two ſtates. Having intelligence of this, we caufed one 
of the principal conſpirators to be. apprehended, and ſecured in the 
Jail of this City—and another who refided in the ſtate of New. York, 
at our requeſt has been taken up by the authority of that government. 
The papers found on this occaſion, fully diſcover the deſigns of theſe 
turbulent people, and ſome of their letters are herewith laid before 
you. The government of New York has, in this affair, manifeſted 
the moſt friendly and meighbourly dipoſition toward this ftate, and 
has promiſed to concur with us, in ſuch future meaſures, as may be 
neceſſary to ſecure the due operation of the laws, and reſtore quiet, in 
thoſe parts of both ſtates where theſe irregular and ill - diſpoſed ſettlers 
have their habitations. Jo protect the civil offiicers of our new Coun- 
ty of Luzerne, in the exerciſe of their reſpective functions, we have 
ordered a body of militia to hold themſelves in readineſs to march 
thither, which will be done, unleſs ſome future circumftances, and 
information from thoſe parts, may make it appear unneceſſary. 
I be ſudden and unaccountable obſtruction which the currency of 
the paper money of this {tate has lately met with, we earneſtly recom- 
mend to your conſideration, as a matter of great importance; the pri- 
vate intereſt of the Citizens being very extenfively affected by it, and 
the public in danger of ſuffering a loſs, in its revenue of exciſe, duties, 
taxes, &c. proportionate to any depreciation the paper money may be 
atten” 1 with. Perhaps it may be advifable to put a ſtop to the further 
re- emiiſions on loan, which are permitted by law as it now ſtands. 
We would likewiſe recommend to your conſideration, the ſubject of 
a law to regulate the fees of the various offices of this ſtate, eſpecially 
thoſe of the Executive and Judicial departments. 1 _ 
I be lowering the price of the lands in the new purchaſe, we now 
think neceſſary, it being very evident they will not ſell, till this takes 
place; at the ſame time, we are of opinion it would be of advantage 
to the ſtate if thoſe who become 'purchaſers, had an exemption from 
taxes for ſeveral years, as it would be an encouragement to the peo- 
ple to become purchaſers | *_ „„ 
Since the expiration of the law, for granting lands to the officers and 
ſoldiers of the Pennſylvania line, a number of applications have been 
made to us, by perſons who were entitled, but for want of information 
did not apply in time; we therefore recommend it to your honorable 
Houſe, to paſs a law, granting a further time for thoſe people to 
come in and draw for their lands. . © 
Sundry deſpatches we have received from Congreſs, are herewith 
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The encloſures were as follow: *** 
Two letters from Charles. Thomſon, Eſquire, ſecretary | to Con- 
greſs; the former, encloſing the report of the Convention lately aſſem- 
bled in Philadelphia, together with the reſolution and letter accom- 
panying the ſame.——And a letter enclofing the requiſition of Con- 
greſs, for the Year 1787, paſſed the 11th inſtant, (from which its 


appears, that there is wanting, for the ſervices of the Year 17 


the payment of one Years intereſt on the foreign debt, aud ſuch 
part of the principal as becomes due in the Year, 1788, and the 
payment of one Year's intereft, on the domeſtic debt, the ſum of 
9,009,990; © Pals. oo TE ne 
That of © the aforeſaid. fum 1,309,391 £4 is abſolutely, nece;- 
ary mean, TDT SS 
Two acts of Congreſs, the one touching the grant of favors 
to foreign nations, ſtating the complaint of the miniſtry of the 
United Netherlands, ' againft Virginia, for exempting French ag 
American veſſels from certain duties, to which the like commodi- 
ties, imported in Dutch veſſels, are leſs liable, as being contrary. 
to the ſecond article in their treaty with the United States, ſti- 
pulating, that they ſhall be treated as the molt favored nation. 
And the other, for keeping up a body of ſeven hundred troops, 
on * the en e EET TIER nd 
Two letters from the Delegates of this State, reſpecting the ne- 
otiating a. purchaſe of a ſmall tract of country, ſituate between 
{ome patt of the northern boundary of this State, and Lake Erie 
And informing Council of the apprehending of Joſeph Hamilton, 
who was prencipally concerned, in exciting the late tumults in the 
County of Luzerne. 5 V 2 
lhhe aſſociation of the Connecticut people, aſſembled at Tioga, by 
which they jointly and ſeverally pledge their honors, and property, 
real and perſonal, to uſe their utmoſt ex ertions, for the protection and 
defence of each other, in the poſſeſſion of their lands, againſt all 
invaders, they having purchaſed them of the aboriginal proprietors, 
and hold them under the right of a Royal Charter This is ſub- 
ſcribed by fixty ſeven perſons. OE 5 
A letter from Caleb Benton, to John Franklin, dated Auguſt 9, 
1787, promiſing to exert himſelf in getting ſettlers this fall, to go 
to the lands about Tioga, but he would fill the country in i 
ſpring. It goes on to ſay, Your policy will undoubtedly in- 
duce you not to ſuffer proviſions to be carried from your ſettlement; 
but above all, I moſt earneſtly adviſe you, to cruſh your enemieg 
and purſue them to the pit, and depend, I will aflift you fo Fd 
as in my power, and ſhall expect when I hear from you again, 


there will not be an Achan found in your Camp, and truſt you. 


will not ſuffer the unhallowed feet of a Pennamite to tread on 
the land which the Lord hath given you. „ 
There is a N. B. alſo added in theſe words Pleaſe to preſent 

; C | my 
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my compliments to major Jenkins, and inform him, Iam determined 
his God ſhall be. my A 


A letter from Joſeph Hamilton, to Colonel John Franklin, dated 


the 8th September, 1787. This letter promiſes alſo to fill the land 1 
"with ſettlers: Hamilton upbraids Franklin for writing to him, as 4 
I it was apprehended he was diſcouraged—lI don't know, ſays he, 
That we have given you. any, juft reaſen for ſuch an opinion: 1 
am not in the leaſt diſcouraged, 7# ca/e you D O as 304 avrite— 
nay, I can fay more, I am willing to riſque agy, thing I poſ- 
ſels upon it—I don't conceive J have given you ary. juſt reaſor,- 
to make the concluſions you do make, | RW Sor heartaly.. excuſe 
1 you, it u tume to be Jealous your jealouſly begins with your friends, 
| it will be well if it continues and ends with your enemies. 
: A. letter from the ſame to the ſame, dated 10th September, 
| | 1787, complaining of Franklin's remiſneſs, in ſuffering the Con- 
ö necticut claimants to ſecure their titles under the Pennſylvania com; 
4 mimoners, and thereby injure their cauſe, yet ſays he, you ſcold 
3 at your friends, nay your beſt friends, who would riſque every 
- thing for your Vel and ſafety, nay you reprovate them, for the 
4 #1/t 'diflant PROPOSAL ; in ſhort ſuch policy appears to me a very 
; __ vilible matter. I have known many à patient in a highly infla- 
mable fever, being attended by a tmid phyſiciau, who dares. not 
2 let blood, ſuffer the diſſolution of bis whole body, barely for 
5 3 want of drawing a little blood from the arm. 
; - He complains highly of ſuffering the Pennſylyania laws to re- 
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Moreover, fir, if I ſhould tell them, that there was ſomething 
about to be done, which by the way will be dangerous, our ene- 
1 mies would take the hint too ſoon; nav, if I could, in order to 
4 prove it, ſhew ſome clauſes in your letter, which I have often 
3 done, 10 keep: np their ſpirits, they would immediately ſay, this has 
been an old ftory for a long time; we do not believe it, Colonel 
Franklin is miſtaken in bis policy; from what we beer almoſt > 
every day, it is probable ib ur, that he will bs in priſon” ſoon, if he is 
not already. However if you ſaddenly and in proper time, fever 
the wheat from the chaff, and ſuffer not a diſſenting whiſper 
amongſt you, I can aſſure you, that this part of the world will = 
be alive, in removing themſelves, as ' ſoon as they know of ſuch | 
matter. Gore ſays, in his letter to me; that, as ſoon as the Penn- 
. ſylvania Commiſſioners meddle with the titles of lands, he would 
find Indians enough to protect them;—Where are Gore's Indians? 
are they ſcattered away by his new fettlers at New-Town? _- 
On motion, and by ſpecial order, the meſſage was read a ſecond 
time, and referred to Meſſrs. Fitzſimons, M Lene and Rittenhouſe, 
to arrange and report. dT 5 FI 
The Petitions' from James Young and Charles Buzelot, inſolvent 
_ debtors, were read a ſecond time, and referred to Meſſrs. Will, Ro- 
binſon, Davis, Hubley, Sands, Clark and Piper, to report thereon. 
Meſſrs. Foulke, Hubley and M*Lene, were appointed a Committee 
to confer and agree with Council, on the manner, time and place, 
of proceeding to the choice of a Preſident and Vice-Preſident. 
Mr. M Lene thought the number too ſmall, he wiſhed it to be 2 
reſpectable Committee that fhould be appointed to that buſineſs. 
The Speaker was of opinion the Committee was a reſpectable Com- * 
[ mittee, but if the gentleman wiſhed for an increate of the number, he 
; ſhould make the motion. e, ee | 
| Whereupon Mr. M Lene moved to add two others, which was 
'F agreed to, and Meſſrs. Lilly and Barr, were added. | 
=: Mr. M Lene had wiſhed to make a motion, for the appointment 
of a Committee, to confider on ſome means to appreciate the paper 
money, but he was doubtful now of the propriety of ſuch a motion, 
as the buſineſs was brought forward by the meſſige—he was of opini- 
on if the Houſe encouraged a diſpoſition to attend to this ſubject, 
that it would have an immediate effect on the money, and à good 
effect too. 8 . FR ode | 
But it ſeemed to be generally thought that the buſineſs was in 
proper train, and as the gentleman was-on the Committee of ar- 
rangement, he might introduce this ſubje& particularly in the re- 
port. oo 15 5 | 
Mr. Fitzfmois moved to add two more members to the Commit- 
tee on the meſſage, whereupon Mefirs. Clymer and Lollar were 
| appointed. — e pet „ 
1 | Adjourned until Mondav-afternoon, 3 o'clock. 
ALIVE 42 | h  Monpary, 
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1175 Mopar, October i a787. F M. 
The Houſe met purſuant to , d e 


A letter was received from Mr. Ealer, requeſting the: Houſe will 


und his abſence, occaſioned by the ſudden death of his child. 


A letter was preſented from David Rittenhouſe, ſeliciting to be 


continued in the office of treaſurer of the ate. 


A petition from Robert Smith, praying the Houſe -would be 
15 pleaſed to appoint him their printer, was read 
from Melchior Feiner, praying to be appointed to Pri the minutes 


in German. 


Mary Biorne's petition was "praented, by Mr. Sun, praying the 


As .was another 


8 


Houſe to reconſider their vote of Saturday, and to grant her ef, 


Colonel Will preſented a- petition. and remonſtrance from ninety- 
two inhabitants of Moyamenſing and Paſſyunk, complaining of that 
part of the law, paſſed laſt ſeſſions, which encumbers them with open- 
ing and maintaining a new road, from Gray” s ferry, and praying its 


ſuſpenſion or repeal. 
Ordered, that all-the proceeding lie on \ the Sale. 


Mr. Foulke reported verbally, from the Committee appointed o 


Saturday, that they had conferred with Council as directed, and Coun- 
eil had been pleaſed to nominate Wedneſday next, at eleven o'clock, 


in the Aſſembly room, to proceed to the choice of a Preſident an 
Vice-Preſident, and that the order of Frace en be we ſame as la 
Year, - TORS =} F 
| ies PEAR their Staves. 
8 | Sub-ſheriffs with their wands. 
"4 High ſheriff and coroner. with their wands, | 
Judges of the ſupreme court, and judges of the high court 
of errors and appeals. | {2 
"as Ks general and prothonotary of the ſoprome court. 
M.arſhal of the admiralty. | | 
Judge and regiſter - general of the admiralty, 
- Wardens of the port of Philadelphia. 5 
Naval officer, collector of the cuſtoms, and tonnage officers. 
7 Treaſurer and comptroller general. 5 
| Secretary of the land office. 
Receiver general and ſurveyor general. 
Juſtices of the peace. 
1 of the court of common pleas, and clerk of + 
the court of quarter ſeſſions. IF: 
Clerk of the city court. 
+ Maſter of the rolls and regiſter of wills. 
| Secretary of the Council. 
His excel'ency the PRESID ENT, and honorable . 
the VIC E-PRESID ENT. e e 
Members of the Council, two and two. 


Door-keeper of the Council. 


N- 


d. 
it 
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Sergeant 
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Sergeant at arms, with the mace. 
Clerks of the General Aſſembly. 
| | Honqrable the Speaker 
Miembers of the General Aſſembly, two and two. 
| Door-keeper of the General Aſſembyxyx. 
Provoſt and faculty of the univerſity. - 0 
Officers of the militia. To 


In which . Aon er wo hs Cm were e direfted to 


inform the Supreme Executive Council of their approbation. 


The Committee appointed to arrange the papers accompanying the | 


meſſage on Saturday morning, made report which was read and onder. 
ed to lie on the table. | 


The ſeveral gentlemen returned as repreſentatives, to ſerve in the 
preſent Aſſembly, who now appeared in the Houſe for the firſt ume, | 


were called upon to qualify themſelves; for that ſtation. 


But Mr. Kennedy wiſhed, before that was done, to have the petition | 
and certificate, preſented by him laſt "Thurſday, read, as he obſerved a 
gentleman (Mr. Carſon from Dauphin) on the floor, who was thought 
by the petitioners, not to be duly elected. Whereupon the petition 


was read a ſecond time, and Michael Zimmerman's affidavit, ſwearing 
to ſome improprieties at the election in the Lebanon diſtrict, where he 
was inſpetor. After this, 


Mr, Fitz/imons, informed. the ſpeaker he had ſome age on the fr : 
or the purpoſe of 


ſubject, put into his hand, which he would preſent 
being read alſo—this being done: 


The firſt appeared to be another affidavit made by the fans Zimmer- 


man, contradicting every thing eontained in the former one. 

The ſecond was the oath of Mr. Hubley, corroborating che truth of 
this laſt affidavit made by Zimmerman. 

The third was another oath, made by the conſtable Rudolph Kelcier 


vrho attended this election alſo, confirayng anna the aſſertions of 


the two latter deponents. 


It was moved by Mr. Kennedy to commit theſe rann and ſeconded. 


by. Mr. Piper. 3 


Mr. Lowry was of opinion that it - wauld be better not to commit: 


The whole complaint ſeems. to depend on Zimmerman's evidence, 
which you find is here directly contradicted by himſelf, in an oath ta- 


ken before two. magiſtrates. "This Zimmerman is an ignorant man, 
as he confeſſes himſelf in the firſt affidavit; he ons there that he does not 


underſtand Engliſh, and vet has been induced toſign a long certificate in 
the. Engliſh langua 85 The latter paper has been ſworn to before two 
e 


magiſtrates, both Germans, and who no: doubt well. explained to him 
the intention of this latter one: The whole e of ſuch a nature 
that it would be beſt not to regard it. 1 ee 3 


Mr. EKeuusdy for his part knew bon af.che proceedings at the 


election 10 Lebanon, nor did he know any thing of the een 
. | bat 
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but it appeared the moſt regular ſtep, for the Houſe to purſue the 
uſual mode of acting upon the petitions that came before them, if 
it is taken up, and gone through ſeriouſly, the Houſe will be able to 


judge of the merits, but if we don't go on regularly, and what will 


the conſequence be if we do not commit? why, I ſuppoſe we muſt 
admit Mr. Carſon to his feat, and if we do admit him what fol- 
lows ? ſurely we are expoſed to a great deal of inconveniences in 
deciding properly on the merits of the caſe ; ſurely, fir, we ought 
to inveitigate” this matter fully, and hear more depoſitions, there are 
too, more depoſitions than that of Zimmerman's before us, and a 
complaint is regularly made of improper conduct, and we are in- 


formed that this has —_ a turn to the election, but; before we 
decide, we ought to hear both ſides fully. e 


Mr. Logan hoped when the gentleman from Cumberland had ri- 
ſen, aut Ke was about to give the Houſe aſſurance of further in- 
formation, when he dwelt ſo-ſtrongly upon going forward with the 
enquiry He is earneſt for the further inveſtigation, tho upon no 
better foundation than mere ſurmiſe; he does not think how ſerious 


a matter it is, to ſuſpend a repreſentative from his ſeat in the legiſ- 


lature; the motives that will warrant ſuch conduct ought to be well 
founded, and not of ſuch a nature as the evidence before you, 
which cannot be deemed of ſufficient weight to authoriſe the com- 


mitment. | 


I think. we ought to go forward to the qualification of the mem- 
bers directly, and not prevent, for a moment, the gentleman from 
taking his ſeat. 5 | | | 
Mf. Firzfomons, If it is only to commit for the purpoſe of en- 
quiring into the origin and foundation of this buſineſs, I have no 


4 


oObjection, but if it is intended to deprive the member of his ſeat 


until the committee make report, I ſhall oppoſe it—It is a ſerious 
bufineſs to deny a member * ſeat for which ke has been choſen 
by his conſtituents. —If I underſtand the gentleman, he intends that 
the member ſhall not be admitted, till the Houſe decide upon the 
report of the Committee; if this is to be the conſequence of the 
commitment, I ſhall object to it, but if not, I have no objection. 
Mr. | Clymer expected the Houſe would act the ſame part in this 
cafe, as in the one from Weſtmoreland. It was well remembered 
that the gentlemen (Meſſrs, Findley and Barr) came from that coun- 
ty under à return, that was cerrainly @ bad bn. -wlien it was firft 
read over it was little regarded, tho it was plainly incomplete, and 
the gentlemen had liberty to take their ſeats ;! ſurely the election 
for Dauphin ſtands much fairer, the judges have determined, and 
made a full and complete return, and nothing is oppoſed to it but 
ſome vague reports, and thoſe founded on a man who by his o-. 
oath depoſes the contrary.—In the caſe of Weſtmoreland, members 
are admitted on improper returns, but here the gentleman muſt be 
refuſed, on nothing more than the ſuggeſtions of a man who con- 
tradicts himſelf. ; Mr, 
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Mr. Peters did not mean to oppoſe the commitment of the pa- 
pers; on the contrary, he was for committing, pretty. generally, 
all applications that were made, and came with any propriety be- 
fore them. He Was for enquiring into this complaint, as well a8 0- 
thers, and after what had been ſaid of the return from Weſtmoreland 
he would join in committing it alſo, that every neceſſary examination 
might be made, of the right of the gentleizan to a ſeat; he believed 
there was no queſtion before the Houſe on admitting the member 
from Dauphin, and he thought the committment was not oppoſed, but 
5 ik aglared wo. at, guests... ie: | 
Mr. Kennedy. The gentleman from the city (Mr. Clymer) ſays a 
there is ſomething ſimilar in the caſe of the Weſtmoreland members | BB 
and the one from Dauphin. but I think there is a yery great difference, if 
all we find in the return from Weſtmoreland is a note made by the judges, 1 
that ſome perſons vated out of the diſtricts in which they reſided, and 
ſome account of votes, given in, that were laid aſide - notwithſtanding 
which, we do not find any complaints are made, or that any thing im- 
proper had been done: They do not complain of a grievance, nor come 
with, any petition before us; but as for what reſpects the County of 
Dauphin the people do complain of frauds, committed at the election, 
and they ſupport theſe charges with affidavits, they make it appear 
that there was ſome undue practice, at the election, by more than ons 
perſon, and we ought to liſten to the prayer of the petition, and com- 
mit the papers, in order to aſcertain who ought to be the ſitting mem- 
ber. The gentleman from the County of Philadelphia (Mr. Logan) 
expected I would offer other evidence than what 1s before us, but I con- | | 
feſs, fir, I do not know of any other, nor whether it is likely that it 1 
may be obtained or not, yet notwithſtanding this, I think it improper f | 
to admit this gentleman to his ſeat, until the goodneſs and legality of 
= the election is eſtabliſned, therefore we ought to let it be until the re- 
8 port is made; for if this gentleman. has been admitted, and the report 
ſhould. be unfavorable, he will have a right to vote on the queſtion. 
It would certainly be more modeſty in him to withdraw, and let the 
matter be determined, without his judging in his own eauſe;, | 
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Mr. Lollan had obſerved the practice of the Houſe had always been 1 
to refuſe. a member's, vote on the queſtion of his right to a ſeat; when 7 
they were admitted to a ſeat, before the propriety of the election | 1 
was eſtabliſhed, they remained ſilent, ever ſince he had knowu the 1 
 Houſe—moreover, this kind of inveſtigation was productive of much | \'W 
trouble and inconvenience. It did not appear that there was much to f A 
ſupport either ſide on the preſent occaſion, therefore he concluded, i 
that he would not object to the commitment, and he thought he would WW 
not oppoſe the member's, being admitted to his eat. by 
Mr. M'Lexe.. As to the compariſon between the members from Weſt· 9 _ 
moreland, and the gentleman from Dauphin, I ean ſay, I de not ſee: | = 
any thing like it, nor did any one object to thoſe members taking;their: | * 


ſcats, moreover, at that time there was not a houſe without dream 
It = | they 
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they might therefore take their ſeats without any particular enquiry. 


* 


When the return from Weſtmoreland was firſt read, it was not objected 
to, it was called for afterward, but no one thought it neceſſary to 
make enquiry into its validity, nor has any complaints of injuſtice or 
fraud been made by the inhabitants of that County. _ . te 
he election of Dauphin is complained of, and it ſtrikes me that 
it ought to be enquired into, the enquiry, I apprehend, will be ex- 
tremely eaſy, and I imagine decency requires, that tho' the charge 
may not be well ſupported, yet they ſhould be heard— 
I think it muſt be the wiſh of the gentleman himſelf, that ſuch 
enquiry may be made, as his title to a ſeat will appear ſtill more 
clear after examination, and I think the enquiry need be but very 
Mort: . e e Js 
Mr. Peters knew the conſequences of conteſted elections too well, 
to agree to entering into ' inveſtigations of this nature upon ne 
grounds He knew they generally took up a vaſt deal of the time 
and attention of the Legiſlature, and conſequently occaſioned an 
expenditure of much public money, but after all, he had known 
them end much to the diſatisfaction of both parties; I have, therefore, 
on all occaſions, great objections to enter on this ground, unleſs 
ſomething of great conſequence plainly and forcibly appears, to 
demand it. Ihe gentleman from Franklin endeavors to make a 
diſtinction between the returns from Weſtmoreland and this, and ſays 
in the former there was no ground for objection, tho' the face of 
the return is manifeſtly ſufficient— but it was not noticed as there 


was no Houſe—this diſtinction I think a very imperfect one, for 


_ conſider on that, as well as on thi 


if the election was improper it might have been ftated at that time, 
tho' as there is now a Houſe I k we are more competent to 
I am at a loſs to know 
how the gentleman will reconcile his conduct inmadmitting' the Weſt- 
moreland members, when he declines -to receive the gentleman from 
Dauphin, until the validity of the election is eſtabliſned by an enquiry 
made here, notwithſtanding the return of his election being duly cer- 


tified by the judges according to law this goes I believe ſo far as to 


fix a ſtigma on the character of the latter gentleman wholly unmerited. 
It has been well obſerved that the gentleman cannot fit judge in his 
own caſe, and I am glad to find it has been the conſtant practice of the 
Houſe; what then is to forbid us the advantage of this gentleman's 
abilities, and at the ſame time ſuffer the enquiry to go forward in the 
Committee ? Let the gentleman be placed on the ſame footing with 
others, and not ſuffer a ſtigma to be fixed upon one, more than the other. 
Mr. M*Lexe underſtood every thing the gentleman (Mr. Peters,) 
had ſaid, but fixing a ſtigma— this he had no conception of, could he 
be ſtigmatized for what he had no hand in? if frauds were commit- 
ted at elections, were gentlemen on the return culpable ? or does it 
follow that if people complain of an election, that it muſt be a fiau- 


dulent one. I apprehend no ſtigma is fixed upon the gentleman, * 
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if I underſtand theſe papers right, there does not appear a eee for 
ſpending much time over them, and the gentleman's right wilt be 
eafily and ſpeedily determined. 

The queſtion on the commitment was taken and determined in the af. 
firmative; whereupon the papers were referred to Meſſrs. e Lollar 
and Kennedy. 
| The gentlemen returned as repreſentatives now appearing. in the 

Houſe for the firſt time, were ſeverally qualified, and Mr. Carſon among 
the reſtt. 

On motion and by ſpecial order, the report of the Committee of 
arrangement was read a ſecond time. 

Ordered that the part of the meſſage and the papers which reſ 
the diſturbances of the County of Luzerne, and the meaſures vs 
by Council in conſequence, be committed to Mellrs. Clymer, Wyn. n- 
koop, Evans, Lowrey, Kennedy, George Heiſter, and M'Lene. 

Ordered, that what relates to the ſudden depreciation of the paper 


currency, be committed to Meſſrs. Fitzfimons, Findley and Ritten 


houſe. 

Orderd, chat the recommendation of a reduction in the price or 
public lands, be committed to Meſſrs. Peters, Lowrey and M'Lene. 

Ordered, that part recommending a new regulation of fees, be com- 
mitted to Meſſrs. Clymer, Hubley and Piper. _ 

Ordered, that on the expediency of allowing further time for 2ppk⸗ 
cations of the officers and ſoldiers of the Pennſylvania line, to take up 
lands, be committed to Meſſrs. Will, Willing and Barr. | 

Ordered, that the requiſition of Congreſs for the current: gears 80 to 
the Committee of ways and means. 

Ordered, that the papers relative to raiſing ſeven hundred troops. be 
committed to Meſſrs. Peters, Lollar and Schott. 

Ordered, that the letter from the Pennſylvania Delegates in Congreſs, 
adviſing the purchaſe of a ſmall tract of Country on Lake Erie, be 
committed to Meflrs. Whelen, Joſeph Heiſter, and M'Lene. | 

The reſolution of Congreſs on the ſubject of granting favors in 
commerce, to foreign nations, requiring no immediate conſideration, 
| and | 
| "The recommendation of Congreſs to call a ſtate Coriventioh; having 

been already acted upon, it is not neceſſary to commit either of them. 
Ihe Secretary of the Supreme Executive Council delivered a verbal 
meſſage to the Chair —ſtating the requeſt of Council to have a Commit- 
tee appointed by the Houſe in order to confer with them to-morrow 
morning on ſome recent diſturbances at Wyoming. 


Whereupon ordered that the Committee appointed on the Wyoming | 


buſineſs be directed to hold ſuch conferrence, 


The bill to enable the Commiſſioners of Cheſter FRY to fell a 


certain lot, &c. was read a ſecond time and conſidered by paragraphs 
© Ordered, that it be tranſcribed, and in "the; mean time printed for 


public conſideration, | | 
COB N Adjourned 
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5 Adjourned until to-morrow morning at the uſual time. 

„för, (ober, $0, 1787. A, M. 

The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. . 
Tbe return from the County of Northumberland was received, and 
laid before the Houſe, from which it appeared, that Samuel Maclay 
and John White, Eſquires, were returned as repreſentatives to the 
General Aſſembly, for the enſuing yea. | | 

A letter from Mr. Eleazer Ozwald, one from Mr. Daniel Hum-+ 

breys, and another from Meſſrs. Hall and Sellers, were ſeveraly laid 

fore the Houſe, ſoliciting to be appointed to print the Journals of 
the General Aſſembl yr . 5 
A letter from Thomas Bradford, requeſting to be continued printer 
of the laws, was read, and the whole Ordered to lie on the table 

A petition from J. Milligan and H. Lenox, in behalf of themſelves 
and E. Blaine aſſignees of J. Anderſon, was read, ſetting forth, that 
on the 9, of Jan, 1775, warrants were obtained for ten tracts of land, 
of three hundred acres each, and the full conſideration money paid to 
the receiver general of the late proprietaries that the late war com- 
mencing ſoon aſter, further proceedings in the buſineſs were unavoid- 

ably ſuſpended that upon application to the ſurveyor, of the diſtrict, 

they were informed that the ſurveyor did not think himſelf fully juſtifi- 
ed in ſurveying thoſe lands, without further authority, as he conceived 
them to be without the limits of the former Indian purchaſe,—there- 
fore praying this Houſe, to: direct the ſurveyor general to receive a re- 
turn of ſuryeys., for the ſaid lands, in order that patents may iſſue to 
them, for the ſame. 5 Ordered to lie on the table. 
Mr. M Lene preſented. a petition, ſigned by forty-eight claimants 
of lands, under Pennſylvania titles, within the County of Luzerne, 
ſetting forth, that they have ſeen, with a great degree of ſatisfacti- 
on, ſundry reſolutions, recommended by the late Houſe of Aſſembly to 

the attention of the preſent*, and which, if carried into effect, with the 
few amendments. they -crave leave to point out, will, they fincerely 
hope, be the means of giving general ſatisfaction. N 

The firſt reſolution they pray may be amended, by enabling the 
commiſſioners in caſe of diſagreement to chooſe an umpire. 

KP Ihe ſecond to make the certificates receivable in the Land office for 
* MPRA 15 ĩᷣͤ- ß 85 

The third, they with no alteration in, but pray the firſt inſtalment 
may be within the year, as many of them are really diſtreſſed by their 
| loſſes at Wyoming. Ordered to he on the table. 
5 Mr. Mill preſented a eee William Von Phul, praying 
Sf leave to eftabliſh a ferry, between Sunbury and the town of Northum- 
pen,, % 4-4: Qrfered to he on the table. 
Mx. Peters preſented a petition from Peter Phelin, ſetting forth his 
having loſt the certificate, given to him, for the depreciation of his 


Seth gms 


Ri | „ * See page 102, Vol uſt of this work. 
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pay, as a ſoldier in the late Pennſylvania line, and praying the Houſe 
would order a renewal of the ſame. ; ) 
| 5 Ordered to lie on the table. 
On motion of Mr. Fitzſi ons, the order of the day (being the ap- 
pointment of printers) -was poſtponed until Thurſday next. 
And in the interim ordered that the ſeveral applications and propoſals 
on this ſubject be refferred to Meſſrs. Peters, Willing, Kennedy, Pi- 
per, and Lollar, to conſider and report. — 3 
The time of conferrence, between the Executive Council and Com- 
RE of the Houſe, agreed to yeſterday afternoon, having now arri- 
ved. — | 
On motion of Mr. Lollar and in order to give the ſeveral Commit- 
tees time to ſet and prepare their reports. „ 
The Houſe adjourned until half paſt nine to-morrow, A. M. 
| WEDpNEsDAY, October 31, 1787, A. M. 
The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment © | 
Mr. Fiiz{mons preſented the petition of Daniel Murphey, late an 
officer of the navy of this ſtate, praying the payment of the depreci- 
ation of his pay. | | 


DOlndered to lie on the table. _ ” 
Mr. Pexers preſented the report of the Committee, on the reſoluti- | 
on of Congreſs of the third of October, for raiſing of troops to be ſtta= 1 
tioned on the frontiers, 1 5 5 iy 
Ordered to lie on the table. | 32 
Mr. G. Clymer preſented the report (in part) of the committee on the „ 
apers, &c. which reſpect the diſturbances at Wyoming. He obſerved, 8 
that in the conference they had with the Supreme Executive Council, | 
on this ſubject, in obedience to the reſolve of the Houſe, they learned, 44 
that Council were of opinion, a permanent force of enliſted” troops Wo 
were requiſite to be ſtationed in that country, in order to ſupport the _ Wal 
civil officers in the diſcharge of their duties, and to awe the violence — 
bf the conſpirators; they ſuppoſe the militia might be able to take - 
poſſeſſion of the country, but could not be of further ſervice, which in 


their opinion will not be effectual and concluſive. There were re- [ 8 
ceived accounts of ſeyeral alarming circumſtances, in conſequence of 11 
the ſeizure of Franklin. | 3 38 
The late election of militia officers had like to have thrown an im- \f * 
proper power into the hands of the enemies of our government. —It 9 
was apprehended, that nothing but the timely ſeizure of Franklin pre- HG 


vented his appointment to the office of colonel, SET | 
 _ The diſturbers of the peace had entered into an affociation, and — 8 
had been joined by ſome, no doubt prompted thereto by a regard to 9 
their perſonal ſafety, but otherwiſe well attached to our laws and | 
government, and who will exert themſelves to effect the re-eſtabliſh- | ET 
ment of good order, when countenanced by a permanent force, 4 
maintained for the expreſs purpoſe of ſuppreſling thoſe diſturbances | 75 
and reſtoring quiet to the ſettlement. „ 3 
he 
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The Committee joining in ſentiment with Couxil, have agreed to 

report ſuch a number of troops as they deem adequate to the ſervice ; . 
though it might appear a ſmall body, yet it would be ſufficient, as 
no doubt was entertained but a large part of the inhabitants would 
ſteadily co-operate with them. | | 

The reſolution was received at the chair, and read as follows : 

Reſolved, that as in the opinion of this Houſe, a permanent force 
of enliſted troops may be necſſary to ſecure the peace of the County 
of Luzerne; that the ſupreme executive Council be authorifed and 
required to obtain the permiſſion of Congreſs, to raiſe any number 
of troops for the aforeſaid purpoſe, not exceeding 500 men. 

Mr. M Lene could not help remarking upon this mode of intro- 
ducing reports ; he had been on this Committee, with the gentleman 
who Fad juſt preſented it, and knew there were two reſolutions a- 
greed to by the Committee, he was much ſurpriſed to ſee it mu- 
tilated. | 

Mr. G. Clymer roſe to inform the Houſe, that though two reſoluti- 
ons were yeſterday agreed to by the Committee, that they had a 
meeting ſince, when it was determined to introduce this one, to the 
attention of the Houſe, as a matter of importance, which it would 
be improper to delay. If the gentleman was not acquainted with this 
tranſaction, he had only to blame himſelf, as yeſterday, the Committee 
had agreed to meet again this morning ;—let him attend to this in any 
remarks he may be about to make, and then ſay what he pleaſes. 

Mr. M*Lene was about to have informed the Speaker when he was 
interrupted by the gentleman from the city, that he had the honor 
of being on the Committe to whom this buſineſs was referred; it was 
true the, Committee had agreed to the reſolution preſented, but it was 
en the proviſo that it was accompanied by another, which fix out of 
the ſeven members appointed, had alſo acquieſced in.—If the gentle- 
men have ſince altered their opinion, it was unknown to him; 2 was 
in the committee room, when the gentlemen were confering, but no 
one ſpoke to him about this change. Now he would be glad to 
know how it was that this reſolution came alone. The other reſo- 
lution he ſaid, had been agreed to by fix out of ſeven, and was in- 
tended to ſuſpend the operation of the law, under which the Com- 
nuſi:oners ſent up to Wyoming act, in veſting the rights of Penn- 
ſylvanians in the Connecticut Claimants. This meaſure if he re- 
collects right had been acceded to, in hopes of giving quiet to the 
ſettlement, and it being better than to have recourfe to arms: Affairs 
ſeems pow to be ſo far changed as to make it neceſſary, after all, to 
employ force to quell the turbulance of theſe people. — Now, will 
It be right, to continue giving away the property of the inhabitants 
of the ſtate, in order to effect what it is found inadequate to? For 
what purpoſe are we to keep up a permanent force? or if we keep up 
a permanent fore, of what uſe is it to give away the property of 
our citizens, and encumber the ſtate with a heavy expence? © 
The Speaker told the gentleman (Mr. M*Lene) he muſt = un- 


* 
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der the necefity” of calling him to order, if he did not confine him- 
Self to {tate che impropriety of preſenting the report, as it was high- 
ly incoultitent to indulge him in going into a general examination of 
"the merits of ite 8 | py | 
Mr. M*Lene proceeded—T was only going to ſhew the impropriety of 
the report being admitted in that form, and I believe every member of 
a Committee has a right to object, if the report of that Committee is 
not fairly preſented. 75 5 c | 
The Speaker did not object to ſuch obſervations, but forbid entering 
into the merits of the report. ef | F 
Mr. M*Lene continued—well fir, and I was only going to ſhew the 
grounds upon which the report originated, in order to demonſtrate 
the impropriety of admitting this reſolution alone. I fay fir, that 
the Committee conſidering the impropriety of continuing the opera- 
tion of the exiſting law, at a time when it is neceſſary to have re- 
courſe. to arms | kb 5 | | 
The Speaker now called the member to order, and ſtated the queſtion 
to which the debate muſt be confined : A reſolution 1s preſented as the 
report of a Committee; an objection is raiſed by a member of that 
Committee, that the report is imperfect, and not as concurred in by 
ſix out of the ſeven gentlemen appointed to prepare the report. The 
queſtion is, ſhall this report lie on your table? which precludes all 
debate on the merits of the matter reported, but that will be pro- ; 
- perly before the Houſe on the ſecond reading. 5 : 5 
Mr Clymer would ſatisfy the gentleman, as to that part of his con- Y 
duct which he ſeems ſo much offended at; but I will firſt obſerve, fir, 
that there is no ſuch irregularity in preſenting the report as he is ap- 


— 
— HH 


prehenſi ve of. The majority of the Committee, as I obſerved before, did 
laſt evening concur in the two reſolutions the member has mentioned, i} 
but, fir, the Committee have met ſince, in conformity to their appoint- H 
ment of laſt evening, and this appointment and meeting ſerve to ſhew * 
that tlie reſolutions were not determined, but in the power of the Com- 2 
mittee to correct, reviſe or annul, as the majority ſhouid think pro- 1 
per: — This being the caſe five or ſix of the members met this mor- {i 
ning, and determined on preſenting the firſt only. | F 

And conſequently the Houſe may paſs a deciſion on this reſolution, 133 
as totally diftin&t and unconnected with the other. 
Mr. Wynkoop acknowledged his having agreed with the other gen- = 
tleman in making report for the preſent of this reſolution only, but | b 
he conceived the report to be a report in part, and that the Committee EY "7 
were not diſſolved, in conſequence of having reported what was now 1 
preſented, but were ſtill at liberty to report further, as might appear ” - 
to them proper. 5 N ; | I 
Mr. Kennedy acknowledged, as a member of the Committee, that 
the ſtatement of the buſineſs was as related by the Chairman of the 74 
Commuttee (Mr. Clymer) and the gentleman near him (Mr. Wyn- _ 
koop) he had agreed with them in making report immediately of this = 
| ek, . reſolution, 5 1 
= 
: 
1 
1 
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reſolution, as the intelligence which Council had communicated to- 


them made expedition proper—He was ſtill tho' of the fame opinion 
with reſpect to the other reſolution mentioned by the member near him 
Mr. M'Lene) and thought it a very proper one, and hoped it would 
ſhortly be reported, | _ | 


* 


Mr. M. Lene if the report is only a report in part, and the other re- 


ſolution may be brought on, had no objection to letting it lie on the 

table, but he had been apprehenſive it was a report in full, and 

the Committee conſequently diſcharged. rg 
The oppoſition being withdrawn, the report was 

8 . 5 Ordered to lie on the table. 


The members now appearing for the firſt time, were ſeverally quali- 


fied and took their ſeats. | 
On motion and by ſpecial order, the report of the Committee on the 
Wyoming buſineſs was read a ſecond time. 1 
Mr. M Lene called for the reading of the ſeveral communications 
made by Council to the Committee, by which the reſolution had been 
occaſioned, whereupon they were preſented by Mr. George Clymer, 


T he firſt was a letter from his Excellency George Clintan, Governor of the 


Rate of New-York, aſſuring his Excellency the Pr. ſident of his determina- 


tion, ſteadily to co-operate with this ſtate, in taking every meaſure, to bring 
the MALCONTENTS in the Weſtern Country, TO CONDIGN AND Ex- 


EMPLARY PUNISHMENT.  __ 5 
Extracts from ſeveral other letters were read, when, on motion of 
Mr. Peters, ordered, that the further reading thereof be poſtponed. 
The queſtion was taken on the reſolution and agreed to. 1 


On motion, the petition of William Von-Phul was read a ſecond 


time, and committed. 


The ſupreme Executive Council being introduced into the Aſſembly 
Chamber, conformably to the refolution of Monday, proceeded, in 


conjunction with the Houſe, to the election of a Preſident and Vice- 


Preſident, purſuant to the nineteenth ſection of the Conftitution, ande- 
lected unanimouſly His Excellency BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, Eſq. 
Preſident, and the Honorable PETER MUHLENBURG, Efquire, 


Vice-Preſident, for the enſuing year. | 
The ſtate of the ballots being for 5 
meier Mahlenhurg 42 
Daniel Reddick 31 


The members of Council and General Aſſembly, having ſeverally 


figned a declaration thereof, - | 
The Houſe, then, in the order of proceſſion, attended the proclama- 
tion of the Prefident and Vice-Preſident, at the court houſe, in the 
city of Philadelphia, and having returned to the Aſſembly chamber 
On motion of Mr. Peters, the _—_ of the Committee on that part 


of the meſſage relative to raiſing ſeven, hundred fœderal troops, for 
the protection of the ſettlers on the frontiers, was read a ſecond 

time, and adopted. The reſolution contained in the report went to 
8 | 4 the 


the appointment of a Committee to bring in à bill to comply with 


to the prayer of their petitions. 


| gage toprocure a partition of the ſaid eſtate, withbut the inter- 


_ Keyſer, to ſettle and diſpoſe of the ſame, for the benefit of the heirs, 


—— 
— 


maintain and ſupport the government of the late province of Pennfylva- 
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the recommendation of Congrefs in this particular, whereupon 


1 TR URSDAY November, 1, 1787, A. M. 
The Houſe met purſuant to adjournmeñt. 1 1 

A petition from John Lyons, was read, praying leave to bring in a 

bill, for the purpoſe of eftabliſhing a ferry acroſs the river Suſquehan- 

na, at the town of Sunbury. | | WE 175 


Ordered, that the Committee be Meffrs, Peters, Loflar and Schott. 


: | | | Ordered to he on the table. 
Petitions from the Preſbyterian congregation of middle Octorara, 
in the County of Lancaſter, and of the firſt Preſbyterian congregation 
of big ſpring, in New-town townſhip, in the County of Cumberland, 
were read, rally praying to be incorporated, on motion and by 
ſpecial order, the ſame was read a ſecond tige. 5 
Ordered that the petitioners have leave to bring in bills, agreeably 


— 
* \ 


A petition from the adminiſtrators, and major part of the legal re- 
preſentatives (in perſon or by guardians) of Ann Nedrow deceaſed, 
was read, ſetting forth, that divers real eftates in the Counties of Phi- 
ladelphia, Lancaſter, and Montgomery were devifed unto the faid Ann 
by her brother Richard Johnſon, that the faid Ann at the time of the 
aforeſaid deviſe, and until the time of her death, was nnder coverture, 
whereby ſhe was diſabled from making diftribution of her eſtate, that 
from the numerous defcendants of the faid deceafed, it is become in- 


erence of the Legiſlature, therefore praying leave to bring in a bill, 
authoriſing the adminiſtrators to the eſtate of her late daughter Ann 


and on motion and by fpecial order, the fame was read a fecond time, 
and referred to a grand Committee of claims, conſiſting of Meffrs. 
Hiltzheimer, Logan, Foulke, Moore, Clemſon, Clingan, Beale, Davis, 
Trexler, Piper, Maclay, Barr, Allifon, Gilchriſt, M'Calmont, 
Richards, Miley, Schott and Daviſon to report thereon. EST, 

A petition from Nicholas Kuhl and Daniel Weidle was read, ſetting 
forth, that their late father in law Nicholas Hufeker, was attainted 
of hugh treaſon, and his eſtate confiſcated to the uſe of the Common 
wealth, that they had taken a decided part in favour of the late revo- 
lution, to the great injury of their private property, and as others 
have been indulged by the Legiſlature with the whole of the real eſtate, 


confiſcated as the property of their anceſtors, they pray an allowance, 


or gratuity, may be made them, of fome of the unpropriated lands 


within this ſkate. _ = . # 
On motion and by ſpecial order the ſame was read a ſecond time, 


and referred to the grand Committee of claims to report thereon. 
A petition from Devereaux Smith was read—ſetting forth his mis- 
fortunes and loſſes oceaſioned by his exertions as a juſtice of peace, to 


nia, 
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nia, in Þ: Weſtern Country, againſt the lawleſs claim of Virginia, 
made thro” the influence of Dunmore, when governor of that itate, 
and praying the houſe to make him a compenſation in lands— | 

On motion and by ſpecial order, the ſame (was read a ſecond time, 
and referred to the grand Committee of claims. 


The petition of James, Millegan and Hugh Lennox, ir in behalf of 


themſelves, and Colonel Ephraim Blaine, aſſignee of John Anderſon, 
was read a ſecond time, as were the petitions of Daniel Murphey and 
" Peter Phelin, and referred to the laſt named Committe. 

The petition of Mary Biorne, read October the 29th, was read 4 
ſecond time— 

Ordered, that it be referred to Meſſrs, Work, Kennedy, and Sands. 


The committee appointed on the propoſals of the printers, made 


report, which was read; whereupon, 
Agreeably to the order of the day, the houſe proceeded to bal- 

lot for printers; | 
Firſt, for the minutes in Engliſh, when the votes ſtood 1 


4 


Hall and Sellers „ 3 
Eleazer ald. „ 
e for the laws; Bo the dalle wn were e for . 
: Thomas Bradford, „ 57 
Daniel Humphreys, Þ i i „ Ag. 


Eleazer Oſwald, 3 — _ 

And laſtly, for the bills and minutes in German; 9 5 the votes 

appeal to be for _ Tu 
Michael Billmeyer,” 3 „ et. 
Steimer, Albright and Lahn ß, 7 

Sa EH it 1 at Mefirs. Hall and Sellers, Mr. Tho- 
mas Bradford, and 
the houſe for the enſuing year. 

Mr. M* Lene. wiſhed to be allowed to od the reſolution he. 
had in his hand, He was informed, by the treaſurer, that there was 
expected to be in the treaſury about 10,0001. and if it was deſtroyed, 
it wight give a ſpring to the paper money. 

He read the following in his place, and was ſeconded by Mr. Ken- 


ned 

Reſolved, that the Committee of accounts be, and they- N are 
directed, forthwith to count, burn and deftroy, ſuch part of the bills 
of credit, of the late emiſſion, as may now be found collected into 


the treaſury of this ſtate, for the purpoſe of being de frayed, agreeably t to 


the act of Aſſembly, paſſed March 25, 1785. 

Mr. Peters wiſhed to extend the motion, as he looked upon it to 
* be imperfect ; and to add thereto, that they be directed to deſtroy 
« all ſuch further ſums as may come in during this ſeſſion. 

Mr. M*Leze. My view is to have the Committee of accounts go 
into the buſineſs immediately and 1 have no objection to the amend- 
ment. ä ED het: N 

| r. 


Michael Billmeyer, are appointed printers o 
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Mr. Lollar expected the Committee would continue: to burn until 
the. whole 20, oool. was deſtroyed. 3 | 1 5 


o 


Mr. Peters meant to have the reſolution; if it muſt be adopted, go 


that far; as it ſtood at preſent they are directed only to burn what is 
now in the treaſury, which ſeems rather to bear down the power of the 
Committee, by. confining it in the manner expreſſed in the reſolution. 
Mr. Fitzſimons thought the gentleman's object of giving a ſpring ta 
the paper money, would be better effected if the reſolution prohibited 


the treaſurer from paying out any money until the 20,0001: was col- 
lected to be deſtroyed he did not know what ſum was in the treafury, 
but he ſuppoſed not ſufficient to make up the quantity ordered by law 
to be deſtroyed annually. He would ſubmit it to the gentlemen, whe- 
ther ſuch an extention of the reſolution was not more hkely to anſwer. 
bie pufpoſdmdgd 
Mr. Lollar agreed with the member from the city, that it would be 
better, but queſtioned if @ reſalution of the Houſe was adequate to for- 
bid the pay ment of ſans ordered to be paid by /aw—he did not know 
what ſum was in the treaſury, but he had learned ſome time ſince that 
. 10,000l. was expected by the treaſurer to be received about this time, 
and he apprehended the Committee would find enough to employ all 
their vacant time, as the bills were a good deal de face. 


Mr. Peters wiſhed the reſolution to be amended in the manner 


propoſed ; the member who introduced the motion acquieſced/in the 
amendment, and it was made accordingly, but the words in Italic, 
were eraſed, as unneceſſacy. ; + pe Fo e 

Col. Hubl:y did not think there was any neceſſity for the Houſe 
to adopt this reſolution, becauſe the law under which the paper mo- 
ney. iflued, was fully competent to its deſtruction, the method of 
which was clearly laid down, and the Committee under that law 
might call at the treaſury, and burn all the popes that the treaſurer had 
prepared, without further directions from the Houſe. It was not, he. 
apprehended, a reſolution of the Houſe that would quiet or ſatisfy the 
pony on this head; nothing but actually deſtroying the money could 

ve this effect, and he believed if the gentleman - would look into 
law, that they will be ſatisfied the Committee have all the powers 
to perform this duty, without the aid of a refolation. THERE 
Mr. Fitzfimons read the clauſe of the law alluded to by Col. 
Hubley, from which it appeared, that the treaſurer was ordered to 
reſerve, out of the money collected in duties and taxes, the ſum of 
£20,000, annually, and to deface that ſum and report to the Houſe, 

after which the Committee of accounts are to examine, count and burrs 


the whole. Now it was well known to every member, that money 


enough to anſwer the various: appropriations, 'was not received 
into the treaſury. So that either the claim of the individual; or 
the claim of the ſtate, for £20,000 annually, muſt remain unfatisfi. 
ed; the law directs the payment of certain ſums to various claims, 
which, if anſwered, will not 1 any thing in the treaſury, while 
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| - a great part of the duties and taxes remain outſtanding : So that if-- | 
| | it is deemed” requifite - to give a ſpring to the money by burning 
| this ſum, it muſt follow of conſequence, that the individuals mutt 
| forego their demands for the preſent, as money enough to anſwer 
| both purpoſes, it is well known cannot be obtained. Ihe law di- 
reas equally! a payment to them, and a reſervation of £26,000 {both 
55 cannot be complied with: and as for the reſolution it means nothing, 
7 for all the directions it contains are clearly ordered in the law. 


Mr. M. Lene. We all ſeem to have" the ſame object in view, and à- 

- orce that ſomething ſhould: be done, to favour the paper currency; _ 

| there are duties and taxes to pay, out of u hich the Z20,0c0 is to 

\ be teſerved annvally. I believe at preſent it is moſt material to at- 

tend to this object, and habe that ſum deſtroyed. The method 

; pointed out in the-law, makes it neceſſary for the treaſurer to have re- 

f ſerved that ſum, before he reports to the Houſe ; but I will leave it 
to an gentleman: to ſay, whether waiting: ſo long, wil have as 
good an effect as Proceeding) immediately to deſtroy What may be 

| collected, and now in the hands of the treaſurer; certainly it will 
# not; therefore, I hope the reſolution - will be agreed to. 
Ide FSpealer ſtated to the Houſe that they had a Committee 011 
the ſubject of the paper money, appointed in cenſequence of the 


notice taken of it by council in their meſſage, and ſubmitting to the 
| gentleman-whether it would not be better to let this reſolution go to 
} the fame; ror 1955) > hagb ot7 eve aohtaget ty | 


Mr. Findley. was on the Committee alluded to, by the Speaker, 
but the Committee did not conceive that the preſent reſolutica was 
in any wiſe attached to the object under their cenſideration; they 
were of opinion that it was their duty to pay attention to it on new 
ground, andenot to notice that part, which relates to the burn- 
| | n conſidered it totally unneceſſary to adopt the reſoluti- 
# on, as the Committee of accounts would proceed to the burning, as 
| a matter of courſe, whenever they find money is in the treafury 
3 , PI DO 8 
bY 1 Mr. Lollar conceived the intention of the reſolution was to ſa- 
tisſy the people out of doors; thit proper meaſures would be taker, 
to comply with that part of the law, which orders {20,060 to be 
ſunk annually, and they will believe us in earneſt when they find we 
have ſet about it. He apprehended it would be ef great uſe to the 
pap er, if the reſolution was adopted. FEST e 
Me. M Lene could not ſee Why the gentlemen ſhould oppoſe the 
reſolution; he Was in hopes it would promote the circulation of 
the paper, and give a ſpring to it, for it is well known bow hurtful 
the deprectatio> is to every claſs of citizens, it will reſtore their con- 
fidence, for at preſent the people had their doubts about the burn- 
ing, but when they ſee it is deſtroyed, they will know their ſituation, 
and thoſe doubts Will be reliexed. But if the gentlemen are afraid 
+; n. ß 7 et ts | 
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this will be done too ſoon, I can't help it, though I am as able to 
bear my ſhare of the loſs and inconvenience as others. 


7 * . 


Mr. Kennedy approved of the reſolution, and agreed with the gentle- 
man who introduced the motion, that it would have a good effect, 
and give a ſpring to the paper money, this could not be done too ſoon, 
and he ſhould vote for the reſolution, becauſe if it did no good, it 
would do no harm. 2J%˖öͤ; ye Se + Nees 

Mr. Lagan was on the Committee of accounts, and it had been ih 
the cuſtom of that Committee, to perform their duty without any ſpe- 
cial directions; laſt year the object of the reſolution was accompliſhed 
without theſe directions; and he expreſſed his willingneſs to attend 


to this buſineſs, the moment he learned there was money in the hands 


of the treaſurer to be diſtroyed. The Committee had already conſi- 
dered this ſubject, and meant to proceed to the burning immediately. 
He had ſent to the treaſurer and learned that a parcel was ready, and 
tho” it was but (1000, he would chearfully dedicate his time to this 


buſineſs, notwithſtanding it was as a gentleman had before remarked, 


a troubleſome work 


The queſtion was now taken on the reſolution, and unanimouſly 


; agreed toc: 


Agreeably to leave given, Mr. Robinſon preſented to the chair a 


bill, entitled & a ſupplement to an act of General Aſſembly, entitled an 


« act for erecting the ſouthern ſuburbs of the city of Philadelphia into 


ce the diſtrict of Southwark, for making the ſtreets and roads already 


laid out therein public roads and highways, and for regulating ſuch 


other ſtreets and roads as the inhabitants thereof may hereafter lay 
out, and for other uſes and purpoſes therein mentioned, which was 
. | 25 CCC end 
5 | Ordered to lie on the table. 
Agiecably to leave given Colonel Lowrey preſented to the chair a 
bill entitled“ an act to incorporate the Preſbyterian church of Middle 
Octorara, in Bart townſhip, in the County of Lancaſter.” 4 | 

| Ordered to lie on the table, 

Ihe bill, entitled “ an act to provide for the wages of the members 
of the State Convention, and to defray the expences of holding the 
ſame,” was read the ſecond time, and confidered by paragraphs. 

. Ordered, that it be tranſcribed, and in the mean time printed for 
public conſideration. wy V | 

Colonel Piper called for the reading of the return of repreſentatives 

for the County of Bedford, obſerving that there was an unuſual cir- 
cumſtance attended the election of the two gentlemen, and which the 
law he believed did not provide for. It appears that Mr, Cable and 
Mr. Saylor have each the ſame number of votes, and neither of the 
gentlemen attending, made him conceive a new election neceſſary, in 


order to have the Connty properly repreſented. The return being read, 8 
Colonel Loaurey informed the Houſe, he had ſeen the member of 


Council, from that County, who had juſt arrived in ton, and learnt 
| 5 | from 


r 


r T 


| in lieu of 888 bart. ny > 


SF 


30. | DaparTEs of. Lhe. GenzRAL Ass 


Grind him, that one of the gentlemen alluded to, by the member from 
Bedford, was on his way down, and expected in town in a day or two, 
and he had ſuch documents with him, as was ſuppoſed would enable 
the Houſe to decide on the fitting member, he therefore was of opi- 
nion, it would be better to let the matter reſt until then, rather than 
put the County to the expence and trouble of holding a new election, 
duneceſſarily. ( 

Colonel Piper Wares the Houle that this was a Circumſtance he 
was totally unacquainted with, and he would chearfully give % the 
idea of a new election. 

Whereupon the buſineſs was poſtponed fot the preſent, and 
+62 ho Houſe adjourned, to meet to-morrow morning, one paſt nine, 
A. . 
| | FRIDAY, November, 2, 287% 4. M. 

The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Moore preſented a petition from Henry Drink and William 


| Van order, ſetting forth their being called upon by the government 


f Pennſylvania, to oppoſe the lawleſs banditti at Wyoming, ſtyling 
Jenes Connecticut claimants, that when on this ſervice, July the 
20th, 1784, they were fired upon, and deſperately wounded, under 


which misfortune they long ſufferred and languiſhed, and in conſe- 


quence are rendered unable to obtain their ſubſiſtence by hard labor, 


| and praying relief from this Houſe. 

On motion and by ſpecial order, the ſame was read a ſecond time, | 
* referred to the grand Committee of claims. 

Mr. Clarke preſented a petition, ſigned by a number of ſoldiers, in 
behalf of themſelves, and others, who have not had time to make 
application for the lands to which they were entitled by the gratuity 
of the itate, and praying the Houſe will be pleaſed to extend the time 
for making claim to the ſame. 

Ordered, that it be referred to Meſſrs. Will, Willing and Barr. 

Mr. Will preſented, agreeably to leave given, a bill entitled, an 
act to eſtabliſh a ferry acroſs the river Suſquehanna, oppoſite to the 
town of Sunbury, in the County of Northumberland, and veſting the 
right thereof in William Von-Phul, George Graff and William Graff, 
their heirs and aſſigns,” Which was read a firſt time, and 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Lexvrey, the bill entitled. an act to incorporate 
the 3 church of Middle Octorara, Bart townſhip, in the 
par "Mes Laneaſter, was read a ſecond time, and conſidered! by pa- 
ragraphs. 

En the clauſe, which diveBs, at the aſſent of che major art of the 
corporation ſhould enable the officers to fell or diſpoſe of the pro- 
perty veſtec in them, 7 2 99s, 

Mr. M Lene diſliked, in buſlieſs of ſuch conſequence, to the cor- 
poration, to put it in the power of ſo ſmall a majority to govern, he 
withed to amend the charter, by eee the Welg © ur vo Ot parts 
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.  Fhe N obſerved this clauſe was worded in the ſame manner 
as in the other numerous charters, which the legiſlature of the ſtate 
had at various times conferced on religious ſocieties. 
Mr. Lallar. If that is the caſe, fir, I ſee no reaſon for an altera- 
tion, eſpecially if the congregation who ſent in the bill, agree to have 
it in the manner it ſtands. 

Mr, M'Lene's motion was not ſeconded, and the bill without fur- 
ther debate was gone thro'. _ 

Ordered, that it be tranſcribed, and in ils mean time printed for 
public conſideration; 

Mr. Lollar called for the ſecond reading of the petition of John 


Lyons, read the firſt time yeſterday. 


Ordered, that the petitioner have leave to bo in a bill, agreeable 
to the prayer of his petition. 
The Speaker enquiring what buſineſs would the Houſe proceed on 
after a long ſilence 

Mr. Peters. It appears to me, fir, from a view of the buſineſs be- 
fore the legiſlature, the preſent ſeſſion muſt ſhortly terminate, unleſs 
other ſubjects come forward. I here is one thing that .ought to be 
noticed as early as convenient ; I mean the appointment of a delegati- 


'on to repreſent this ſtate in the Congreſs of e United States, as the 


fœderal year is about commencing. 
I be Sealer obſerved, if the gentleman wiſhed to introduce that 
buſineſs, he ſhould move to make it the order of ſome future day. 

Mr. Perers was conſulting the gentlemen near him, which they 

our a proper day when 

Mr. M Lene roſe and moved to make it the order of the day, for 
: this hay week, and being ſeconded, 
' Ordered, that Friday next be aſſigned for the election of Nelegites, 
to repreſent this ſtate in Congreſs, and that the nomination. of can- 
didates take place until the morning of the day of election. 


Mr. Mitchell (a member from York County) preſented a petition | 


from a number of the inhabitants of that County, -which he had taken 
from the files of the laſt Houſe, in order to Introduce the ſubje& to 
the attention of the preſent. 


The petition was read, ſtating certain grievances in the preſent mode 


of collecting debts by legal proceſs, and praying the revival of an act 


paſſed in the year 1700, which empowered the juſtices of the county 
courts to appoint appraiſers of goods taken in execution, at whoſe ap- 
praiſement the creditor was o biged ed to receive them; alſo praying that 
conſtables may be made elective % the qualified freeholders of the re- 
| ſpective townſhips, and empowered to frve. proceſs equally with the 


ſheriff's officers, at the Preſent rates allowed to conſtables. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 
Mr. Wyxkoop called for the ond reading of the petition from 
| ninty-two inhabitants of Moyamenfing and Þ 
time October 29, 


aſſy unk, read the firſt 
Ordexed, 
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Ordered, that it be referred to Meſſrs, Wynkoop, 19 and. 
Philips tc report thereon. | 

The Speaker informed the Houſe, there were no pers on the 5 
and unleſs the members could introduce new 26 15 is, they. might 
perhaps as well adjourn. 

Mr. Lollar obſerved, as there was a great deal of buſineſs in the 
hands of the Committees, it would be 8 70 to adjourn, in order te 
give them time to prepare their reports. Whereupon m— 

| Adjourned until Palf paſt nine to-morrow, A. N. „ 

SATURDAY, November 3, 1787, A. M. 

The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. | 

A petition from Robert Tate, was read remonſtrating againſt the. bil 
entitled, an act to eſtabliſh a ferry acroſs the river Suſquehanna, oppo- 
lite to the town of Sunbury, in the County of Northumberland, and 
veſting the 'right thereof in William Von-Phul, George Gra# and 
William Graff, their heirs and afligns,” and praying the ſame my 
not be paſſed into a law. © 


Ordered to lie on the table. 
| Mr. Moore preſented the.petitien of Elizabeth Davis, widow, prayin 
= the Houſe would be pleaſed to exonerate the eſtate of her late huſhand, 
tom the payment 91 certain public monies of which he was robbed.. 
1 Ordered to lie on the table. 
BS N Peters reported from the Committee appointed for that purpoſe, 
i | a bill entitled“ an act for furniſhing the quota of troops, required by 
Congreſs, for the protection of the Weſtern frontiers, and for other Pur- | 
. poſes therein mentioned, which was read, and 
Ocdered to lie on the table. 
Mr. Lowrey preſented the report of the Committee, appointed Octo- 
ber 29, on the petition of divers inhabitants of the County ef Pau- 
phin, reſpecting the late election in and for the ſaid County, which 
was read, and 


Ordered to * on the abs; 

On motion, lens: that Mr. Maclay for Northumberland, and 
Mr. Philips for Fayette, be added to. the Committee of WAYS and 
means to deviſe W for the current year. 
Mr. Fitz ſimons, from the Committee appointed to inſpect the 5 of 
; dhe late Houſe, and report ſuch buſineſs as they may deem neceſſary to 
4 lay before this Houſe, made a further report in part—_ 
= _- LY, That the report of a Committee on the trio from the freemen 

| of the town of Weſt-Cheſter, read in the late Ho uſe September 28, be 
referred to a Committee. Whereupon, . 
| Ordercd, that it be referred to the Cheſter County members. 

1 2d, That the report of the Committee on the petition of Alexander 
3 MP Dowell, ſurveyor, read in the late Houle, be referred to a ORG 
ee”: | 
Ordered, that Meſſrs. * Barr and Clark, be a Committee to. re- N 
port thereon, 


Mr. 
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Mr. Lullar wiſhed the Houſe woull take ſome, means to deſtroy 
the continental ſtäte money, now in the e this was done, 
he thought it would be à fatisfaction to the public, who did not ap- 
prove of money ly ing there, tho' they had no apprehenſion of its being 
reiſſued, for which purpoſe, he would ſubmit the following 
Reſolved, that a Committee Ve appointed, to confider of and report 
ſome proper mode, to be purſued by this Hou ſe, in order to effect the 
king and deſtroying ſuch ſum or ſums of the laſt emiſſion of con- 
tinental money, commonly called continental ſtate, money, as at this 
time or hereafter may be found in the treaſury of this ſtate; whereupon, 
"Ordered, that Meſſrs. Kennedy, M'Lene and Lollar, be a Com- 


7 i x 


_ mittee for the, purpoſes mentioned in the reſolution. 


On motion, and by ſpecial order, the petition of Margaret Davies 


was read a ſecond” time; „„ | 
Ordered, that it be referred to a Committee, 1 

Ihe Seater named Mr. Moore, Mt. Evans, and Mr. Thomas, 
when it was agreed to add two more; whereupon, Mr. Evans nomi- 


nated Mr. Lowry and Mr. Clingan. 


* 


Mr. Loauꝶ objected ſerving on the Committee, as he was againſt 


| making any ſuch allowance; and he aſked, if it was uſual & put thoſe. 


on Committees, who were againſt the meaſure. 5 
Mr. Evans had nominated the gentleman for the very reaſon he had 


mould be added to the Committee. „ 

Mr. M*Lexe thought it improper to have gentlemen on Commit- 
tees who are oppoſed to its object, and therefore moved, to reconſider 
the laſt vote, but he was not ſeconded. „„ | 
Ihe petition of the adminiſtrators and major part of the legal re- 
preſentatives (in perſon and by their guardians) of Ann Nedrow, de- 
ceaſed, was read a ſecond time, and referred to Meſſrs. Salter, Lo- 
gan and Carſon, to report thereon. _ „ 


* 


juſt mentioned. And the houſe determined, that thoſe gentlemen 


Mr. F:1z/imons preſented a petition from the owners and occupiers 
of marſh meadow, in the northern and ſouthern diſtricts of Kingſeſſing 
and Tinicum, taken from the files of the late houſe, praying an alte- 
ration in the law reſpecting the keeping in repair of thoſe meadows, 
which was read ; 1 
read a ſecond time; „ 5 
Ondered, that the petitioners have leave to bring in a bill, agree- 
ably to the prayer of their petition. „%% ke 1 
On motion of Mr. Peters, and by ſpecial order, the bill introdu- 
ced this morning for furniſhing the quota of troops required by Con- 
greſs, was read a ſecond time, and confidered by paragraphs. 
__ Ocdered, that it be tranſcribed, and in the mean tune printed for 
public conſideration. | "4 | 
Mr. Logan obſerved that the late penal law was confeſſedly a matter 
of experiment, and as ſuch underſtood by the Houſe which had enac- 
ted it—he wiſhed to ſee how far it had anſwered any good purpoſe, 
and would therefore ſubmit the following reſolution : Reſolved, 


19 


* a 2 py > N ay” 
SS 


on motion, and by ſpectal order, the ſame was 
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Reſolved, that a Committee be appointed to take into conſideration 

and enquire into the effects of the law for amending the penal laws of 

this ftate, enatted September 15, 1786 : And to report how far the 


| fame anſwers the benevolent intentions of the Legiſlature ; and, if the 


1755 Committee ſhould think proper, to bring in à bill for altering or repealing 
the jams. | 1 „ BONE 
| V. Clymer thought this was making ſhort work of it, and effec- 
ting an alteration, without ſufficient attention. The ſubjeR is an im- 
portant one to the public, but eſpecially to the citizens of Philadel- 
phia, he would therefore be berter pleaſed to fee the alteration gone 
into with more dehberation ; for which reaſon, he moved to firike, 
out the words printed in Italic, that ſo the Houſe might, upon the 


report of the Committee, confider the ſubject well, before a Com- 


mittee was appointed to bring in a bill. „%%% ³»ü 8 
king out thoſe words; for if the 


* 
. 


Mr. Logan ſaw no occaſion for ſtri 


Committee on enquiry among their fellow citizens, and the Judges 


of the Courts, find the law 1s an improper one, and tends to injure 
the community, without any advantage whatſoever, it is the duty of 


the Houſe to make the neceſſary alteration without delay; and by 


letting the words ſtand that diſpatch is obtained—but if on enquiry 
the Committee find the law a good one, and to. anſwer the benevolent 
intention of the Legiſlature, they will report ſo, and it will not be 


_ neceſſary to introduce a'bill—by this means, the Houſe will not be 


troubled ſo much in terminating the buſineſs. | 
Mr. Lollar ſhould think it better that the Committee firſt report 
their obſervations, and whether, it may be proper or not to appoint 
another Committee, for the purpoſe of bringing in a bill to make al- 
teration; this he apprehended, was. the uſual and beſt mode of con- 
ducting buſineſs, for which reafon he approved of the motion for 
ſtriking out. „ „„ 
Mr. Clymer repeated, that by this courſe you jump over the report 
of the Committee, which is improper expedition; it would certainly 
be better to hear the ſentiments of the Committee firſt on that ſubject, 
and judge of them, before a bill be introduced; the gentleman may 
ſay, it ſaves trouble, but nevertheleſs it is contrary to the practice and 


common order of the houſe. 


Mr. Kennedy was clearly of opinion, it wonld be better to ſtrike - 
out the words, and purſue the afual mode. „„ 5 
Mr. M Lene. The gentleman has introduced his motion, by ob- 
ſerving, that the penal law was confeſſedly a law of experiment 
well, be it ſo; but it has ſurely benefitted the ſtate; it has kept a great 
number of theſe diſorderly people out of miſchief, by confining them 
for ſuch a length of time: now there appears a with in ſome gentle- 
men to repeal this law, but ſurely they onght to wait until it is ap- 
plied for by the people, or remonſtrated againſt by the courts of juſtice, , 


who are beft able to judge how much it operates as a greivance; 


hitherto we have heard no complaints, then certainly there is no 
3%; ᷑ ᷑ 0 Do - | neceſſity 
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neceſſity for an alteration. It is true there have been ſome eſcapes under 
this law, but they are few and eaſily remedied; the counties are better 
provided, for their ſecurity, than at firſt, and thoſe that are not, may 
ſecure them by ſending them here, as allowed by law, and then eſcapes 
will not happen. But ſome gentlemen, I apprehend, think we never. 
ſhall do right, till we hang them ; they cannot bear or ſuffer them to 
live, but, fir, I believe a living man is better than a dead one, and 
the law that provides for his puniſhment, exiſtence and amendment, is 
better than one which provides only death as a puniſhment. _ ; 

And it ſtrikes me, fir, that it would be better for the Houſe to reſt 
contented, at leaft until ſome complaints come before us, either from 
the judges, or the people, who at preſent ſeem ſatisfied with the law. 

J don't know the deſign of the motion, fir, but I think it beſt that 
the words objected to ſhould go out, and after that is agreed to, I 
mean to move the poſtponement, as I think we are entering on this bu- 
ſineſs without any good reaſon. ; | 

Mr. Fitzſimons conſidered it a matter of little importance whether 
the words were ſtruck out or not; for if an alteration was neceſſary 
and plainly appeared ſo, the Houſe could not heſitate in paſſing a bill 
for that purpoſe; he had been of e when the teſt law was laſt 
before the Houſe, that it was imperfect and muſt require future amend- 
ment. N 

The Speaker informed him the motion was on the penal law. 

Mr. VFitzſimons had miſunderſtood the ſubject of the firſt motion, 
but nevertheleſs the argument with reſpe& to ſtriking out applied, 
and he thought it a matter of indifference whether it was agreed to or not. 

Mr. Peters. The gentleman on my left (Mr. M' Lene) ſeems to argue 
againſt appointing a Committee, by concluding the people are ſatisſied, 
becauſe he has heard no complaints. I hope his intention is not to blind 
or miſlead the Houſe in their decifion ; tho” he has hitherto heard no 
complaints, yet, I aſſure him I have, and the people of this city are 
particularly burthened and oppreſſed by the operation of the law—The 
neighbourhood is prodigiouſly infeſted by theſe people, and the inhabi- 
tants are obliged to keep a kind of garriſon ; it is big with many incon- 
veniences, nor was the number of vagrants and robbers ever ſo great, 
as at preſent, The truth is, that at firſt they were alarmed at the ope- 
ration of the law, but now it is fell into contempt; and they have no 
apprehenſions to dread from its ſeverity. ' = 

tis not wiſhed to repeal the law, but it may be modified in ſuch a 
manner as to anſwer the purpoſes for which it was intended, more ef- 
feQually than at preſent. „„ „ i 

i Mr. M Lene would ſet the gentleman, (Mr. Peters) right; he would 

bave him take the diſtinction between having heard complaints as a 

citizen, and having heard them as a legiſlator; he had heard none, for 
none had come before the Houſe. | 5 | 

He had heard objections out of doors, and ſome ſtrongly urge 
the neceſſity of hanging them: now he hoped the gentlemen did not 
wiſh that to be the only ne” for theſe wretches, Mr. 
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Mr. Peters did not ſay what he did or did not ai on that head, 
but he 4vi/hed the gentleman would confine himſelf to the point. 

Ihe queſtion on ſtriking out was put, and the words in Italic were 
era ſed. 

Mr. M. Lene now moved the poſtponement, as tied: but was 
not ſeconded, when the motion was referred to Meſſts. Logan, Peters, 
Chapman, Kennedy and M'Lene to report thereon. 

The report of the Committee on the petition from Dauphin, reſpec-. 
ting the late eleQion, was on motion of Colonel Lowrey and by ſpe- 
cial order read a {ſecond time, whereupon, a 

Reſolved, that ze . Petition be di alis for want of er idence to ſup- 
port the ſame,” © 

The Committee upon the ſtate of affairs in the County of Luzerne 
farther report, that a ee be appointed to bring in a bill to 
oblige the free- male inhabitants of the ſaid County to give freſh aſſu- 
rances of their allegiance to this fate, and make and ſubſeribe a decla- 
ration in Which they mall acknowledge the right of this Rate, to ex- 
tend its juriſdiction over the County of Luzerne; and deſonaing all 
claim to lands within the ſaid County, under Connecticut or the © Suſ⸗ 


quehanna company, excepting what is intended to be confixined to the 


Connecticut claimants, by the law for that purpoſe enacted; and in 


Which alſo they ſhall engage to aid the oficers of 6 County, in 206 | 


full execution of the laws. _ 
The foregoing 5 t was read, and 
Ordered to lie on the table, | 

It was moved to adjourn. until Wedneſday aſternocn, in order to 
let the Citizens of Philadelphia have the uſe of the State-Houſe, for 
holding the election for Delegates to Convention: on Tyeſday—T his 
motion Mr. M*Lene would oppoſe by bearly giving it his negative, as 
he could not conſent to loſe ſo much time. 

Mr. G. Clymer inſiſted there would be no loſs of time, for at preſent 
there was no buſineſs before the Houſe, and the interval might be uſe- 
fully employed in Committees preparing the buſineſs referred to them. 

| Whereupon the Houſe eee till e E. NI. 

WzEpnesbay, November, 7th, 1787, 55 M. 

The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. | 

The members who now appeared for the firſt time in "the Honſe, 
were ſeverally qualified, and took their ſeats accordingly- 

The Speater had received an addreſs from John Robinſon, Rating 
the embarraſſment he ſuſtains from the neglect of government to pay 
him, and certain militia under his command, for ſervices. rendered in 
the year 1781. 

On motion, and by ſpecial order, 1 5 . was read a 5 time, 
and ordered to be referred to the grand Committee of claims. 

A letter had been received from Mr. Ealer, excuſing his abſence, 


oOccaſioned by the extreme illneſs of his daughter. 


Mr. Peters Preſented a petition from Tho:nas M'ntire, an inſolvent. 
1 dehtor 


* 
7 


- — 


Fd 
— 
ES — H— ; - 
pe Te? . 1 A 7 
* N "4. 
We = ee 
£ ROY _— 


% PenNSYLvANIA: © 


«* * 
* 
N — 


0 achtor conſined I; the jail of this city and County of Philladetphia 
praying the Houſe to interpoſe its authority to procure his liberation, 
as the exiſting laws were not competent to diſcharge him from con- 
finement, in as much as he could not comply with that part which 

directs the debtor to ſerve the creditor with a notice of an application 
to the court of common pleas, for a diſcharge, ' becauſe Hits creditor 
was at Calcuita, in India. | 

On motion, and by ſpecial otter: the matte was ad a ſecond time, 
1 and referred to the Committee on the petitions of inſolvent debtors. 
The Speaker informed the Houſe that Samuel Vaughan,  Eiquire, 
Vice-Prefident of the American Philoſophical Society, &c. preſented 
the General Aſſembly with two Volumes of Philoſoph feat Tranſactions. 
No further buſineſs preſenting, the Houſe adjourn' d to meet to- 
morrow morning half paſt nine, A. M. | =, 
THURSDAY, November 8, 1787, A. M. Tl 
The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. it 
The following petition was preſented 3 and on motion, and by ſpe- 7 
cial order, the ſame was read a ſecond time, and fefecred to Meſlrs. | 
Wynkoop, M“ Lene and Rittenhouſe. 
To the honorable the Repreſentatives of the Freemen of Pennſylvania, 
| in Gencral Aſſembly met. 
The petition of the American Philoſophical Society held at Phila- 
delphia, for promoting uſeful knowledge, 
Huus SHEewETH, | 
THAT the extenſive field of natural production in this country, 
as yet little explored, affords much ground to hope, that by examining 
and analyzing the various productions of this extenſive continent, many 
important Khoo overies may be made, for bringing into uſe, as well for 
home conſumption as for exportation, many valuable materials, which 
we have hitherto been accuſtomed to import from other countries. 
That the labors and reſearches of your petitioners, are peculiarly 
adapted to promote theſe great and valuable ends; but having, as a 
Society, no permanent funds for purchaſing the neceſſary apparatus for 
experiments, and diſtributing rewards and premiums for uſeful diſcove- 
ries, your petitioners confidently hope they ſhall receive the patronage 
and aſſiſtance of the Legiſlature of Pennſylvania, by partaking in com- 
mon with divers ſeminaries of learning, of the waſte lands of the ſtate, 
ſet apart as donations to ſuch uſeful inſtitutions. 


$3 


Your petitioners therefore pray, that the Legiſlature: will be pie 1 
to grant to the American Philoſophical Society, ſuch portions of the [| 
faid lands, as to them in their wiſdom ſhall ſeem meet. + 


JohN Ewine, V. P. | 

WIIILtAM WRITE, V. P. | lt 
Davip RiTTENHovse, V. P. " 
SAMUEL VAUGHAN, 


Philadelphia, 2d Nov. 1787, | 
The 
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The Speaker laid before the Houſe the following memorial, and the , 


eftimate which accompanied it. 


The hon. Repreſentatives of Pennſylvania, in General Aſſembly met. 


The memorial of John Penn, jun. and John Penn. 

Vour memorialiſts beg leave to lay before your honorable Houſe, 
an eſtimate from the public records, of the loſſes they have ſuſtained bj 
the late revolution. | | 7 7 | 

Four peaceful years have elapſed, fince the confirmation of Ameri- 
can independence; during which your memorialiſts have remained in 
painful uncertainty, with regard to an adequate compenſation from the 
commonwealth of Pennſylvania. "They now ſubmit the conſideration 
of that important ſubje& to your honorable Houſe, and earneſtly ſolicit 
their favorable deciſion. | ©» 

Confiding in the honor and generoſity of a country, planted and 
foſtered by the hand of their anceſtor, your memorialiſts humbly pray, 
that the donation heretofore granted to them, may be reconſidered, and 


that ſuch further recompence for their loſſes, may be given by your ho- 


norable Houſe, in their wiſdom and juſtice, as the deſcendants of 
William Penn may eſteem proportionate to their claims, and becoming 


the dignity of a free, independent and honorable people. . 
| 5 ä JohN PENN, jun. 
5 8 JohN PENN. 

An account of the grant of Pennſylvania to William Penn, Eſq, with 
an account of the ſales and other diſpoſitions of land, made by the ſaid 
William Penn, the firſt proprietor thereof, and by other ſucceeding pro- 
Eng, from and between the 4th day of March, 1680-1, to Decem- 

er, 1776, with a computation of the azrears of quit-rent to March, 
1779. And the annual value of the ſaid quit-rent, together with an 


_ eſtimate of the value of various articles of property, which belonged to 


the honorable John Penn, jun. and the honorable John Penn, ten, in 
the year 1779, before the 27th day of November, in the ſame year, 
when the act of Aſſembly was paſſed, entitled, an act for vetting the 
eſtate of the late proprietaries of Pennſylvania in this Commonwealth. 


In the year 1680, the Engliſh nation being indebted to the ſaid 
William Penn, he applied by petition. to king Charles the IId. for a 
grant of a tract of country in America, in fatisfa&tion for the whole or 


part of that debt; which petition being conſidered and approved, his 


. majeſty was pleaſed in compliance therewith, to grant unto the ſaid 


William Penn, his heirs and aſſigns forever, his letters patent, bearing 
date the 4th day of March, 1680-1, for a certain tract of land in 
America, then firſt named Pennſylvania, under a particular deſcrip- 
tion mentioned ih the {aid patent, together with the powers of govern- 
ment, the quantity of land included within the limits of Pennſylvania, 
according to late computations, amounts to 27,955,200 acres. _ 
Here follows the particular diſpoſals and ales, by the proprietaries 


of the lands SUMMARY OF THE FOREGOING: . 


Penn- 
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Pennſylvania contains _ Acres, 27,955, 200 
DEDUCTIONS: | 1 
Allowance for roads, on the whole | 
quantity, 6 per cent, | 2,077,912 
Sale of lands, for which the purchaſe- 
money has been received, 4,075,017-80 
Do. from annual quit-rent, without | | 
purchaſe-money, 509,958-80 
Gifts by ſeveral proprietaries to ſeve- _ 
ral branches of their families, — 1115250 
Amount of appropriations on lands by 
the proprietaries, 444 534-156 


- Rabies of land, for which nothing has 
been received by William Penn, eſq. 
the firſt Proprietary,” or any of his 


6,363 ,072- 1 Wo” 


deſcendants, + TT 21,592,127 4 
Computation of the arrears of quit-rent, ſhewing the balance of 


thoſe arrears to March, 1779, and the annual value of thoſe quit-rents. 

The balance of quit-rent due is FL, 118,569- -4-7 1-2, Sterling, 
1. 197,015-7-4 3-4, Currency, 

The yearly value of quit- rents, charged on the lands contained in 
the accouut, is C. 10, 20 4-0-7 1-4, Sterling, 

ESTIMA TE of the value of certain articles of property which 
belonged to the honorable John Fenn, jun. and the onorable John 
Penn, ſen. in the year 1779. 

Land in Pennſylvania, amounting to 21,592,127. acres 4 perches, 
for which no purchaſe money had been paid, and which if eſtimated 
at L. 10 ſterling per 100 acres, viz. L. 5, ſterling per 100 acres 
purchaſe money, and . 5, ſterling more in lieu of 1 penny ſterling. 
per acre per annum, quit- rent; being the terms on which the propri- 
etaries {old their land in the year 1776, will be C. 2, 159,2 12-14: O, ſter- 
ling. And if eſtimated at C. 6, ſterling, in lieu of J. 10, Pennſyl- 
vania currency, per 100 acres; without quit- rent, being the preſent 
ee of ſale by the ſtate, the amount will be C. 1,295, 527-12- 4 3-4. 

erling. 
Arrears of quit-rent, as ſtated in the | 

above account, £3 188 14 
Annual amount of quit- rent, being 7 

£4 10,204:0-7 1-4, valued at 


12. year's purchaſe, _ FIRST 122,448-7-3 
ArTiCLes or UNCERTAIN VALUE. 
- Government, - — * 
E ſcheated land, — - ef fie 


Three fifths of royal mines, V 
| One fifth of all other mines, OTE i 4 


; Total, ſterling. „„ = The. 
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The account is certified to be drawn up at the requeſt of the honorable 
John Penn, jun. and the honorable John Penn, ſen. by Edmond 
Phyſick. | . Ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Robinſon preſented the petition of Anthony Baſtine, an inſolvent 
debtor, confined in the jail of this city, praying the Houſe to paſs an 


act for his liberation. On motion and by ſpecial order, the ſame was 
read a ſecond time, and referred to the Committee on the petitions of 


inſolvents. e ae | - 
Mr. Hubley preſented a petition from the truſtees of Franklin col- 
lege, at Lancaſter, praying the Houſe to grant the inftitution two lots, 


and the ftore-houſe erected thereon in the borough of Lancaſter. On 
motion and by ſpecial order, the ſame was read a ſecond time, and re- 


ferred to Meſſrs. Will, Hubley and Richards. | ; 
Mr. Lollar preſented a petition from a number of the invalid corps 
ſtationed 1n this city, praying the Houſe to make up the depreciation 


of their preſent pay, which they are unable any longer to ſuſtain, or 


grant them ſuch other relief as their wiſdom may direct. 


On motion and by ſpecial order, it was read a ſecond time, and 
referred to the grand Committee on claims. — : 
Mr. Lollar alſo preſented a petition from Abraham Lukens, ſetting 


forth. that Catharine Jones, of the city of Philadelphia, by her laſt 


will, bequeathed-unto her three nieces, Elizabeth Jones, now the wife 
of Robert Lukens, Mary Jones and Catharine Jones, the ſum of fifty 
pounds, which faid Mary and Catharine died in their minority, whereby 
the ſaid Elizabeth became entitled to the whole legacy; that Gayner 
Bartholomew, who afterwards intermarried with David Kinſey, was 
appointed executrix of the ſaid laſt will; that the ſaid money was 
placed at intereſt in the hands of John Fox, for the advantage of the 
ſaid Elizabeth; that the ſaid John Fox was attainted of high treaſon, 
and his eftate, real and perſonal, ſold for the uſe of this Commonwealth; 
that the ſaid Elizabeth intermarried with Robert Lukens, the ſon of 
the petitioner, who aſſigned the ſame to him; that the petitioner pro- 
d to New-York, in order to recover the ſaid legacy of the ſaid 
John Fox, but without effect; that he is precluded from recovering 
the legacy, except by the interpoſition of the Legiſlature ; therefore 


praying this Houſe to grant him relief in the premiſes. 


On motion and by ſpecial order, the ſame was read a ſecond time, 
and ordered to be referred to the grand Committee on claims. 
Mr. M*Clay, agreeably to leave given, preſented a bill to enable 
John Lion to eſtabliſh a ferry acroſs the Suſquehennah, at Sunſbury. 
On motion and by ſpecial order, the ſame was read a ſecond time. 
Ordered, that it be tranſcribed, and in the mean time printed ſor 


public conſideration. 


Mr. Peters preſented the following report: = | 
Ihe Committee, to whom was referred the memorial of Richard 
Wells and John Clifford, late owners of the ſhip Anna, forfeited to the 
State, as ſet forth in the memorial, beg leave to report, . 


Tha 
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That the caſe of the ſaid owners | La ſingularly hard, as the of- 


fence in conſequence whereof the forfeiture accrued, was committed, as 


appears by the certificate of the Court, before whom the trial was had, 
without their participation or knowledge. 8 


That although it may be politically e to conſider o-wners 


generally reſponſible in point of property, for the conduct of thoſe they 
employ in their veſſels, yet in this caſe, we conceive an exception ought 
to be made, as the ſhip was bey ond the ſea, when the law, by the breach 
whereof ſhe became forfeited, was paſſed, and of courſe they could have 
no notice of it, ſo as to take cautionary meaſures for ſecuring them- 
ſelves againft the miſconduct of their officers and mariners, entruſted 
with the. veſſel. . „ | 7 
'That all undue exerciſes of ſeverity in government are impolitic, as 
they defeat the purpoſes intended by them; and it is well known that 


ſmuggling in other countries, has e encreaſed, in proportion 


to the ſeverity of the trade- laws. And in England, where the laws are 


extremely rigorous, powers oſ mitigation are lodged in a board of com- 


miſſioners, who make the neceſſary diſcriminations on the ſubject. 
That we do not perceive any power of reſtoring the forfeiture in the 
whole or in part, exiſts in any executive branch of rovernmentin Penn- 
{ylvania; and though fully ſenſible of the propriety of diſcouraging 
breaches of our trade- laws, yet we are convinced that diſeriminations 


will be found proper on many occaſions, The Supreme Executive 


Council, have a power by the 2oth ſection of the frame of government, 
to remit fines and grant pardons, in all caſes but thoſe of impeachments, 
yet it does not give them the right of interfering in caſes of forfeiture, 

A fre being a pecuniary commutation for a corporal puniſhment, 
and a forfeiture, a reſumption of property loſt to the individual, by brea- 
ches of the municipal laws of ſociety ; and which has, i conſequence of 
tuch breaches, become ores fact, or forfeited, 7. e. paſſed from the owns, 
ers to the community. In the former caſe Council have a right to remit 


as they have to pardon the corporal puniſhment ; but the right of re- 
veſting property forfeited, remains with the people, being a branch of 
ſovereignty not delegated to the Supreme Executive. Former legiſla- 


tures have been ſenſible of this, and acted accordingly, as the Houſe 
may perceive by referring to the caſes of Reynold Kean, 1 vol. of laws, 
159—224,; Henry Hugh Ferguſon, 446; the eſtate of N. Vernon, 
225.3 John >prng, vol. 2, chap. 43. And in the caſe of the tumult 
in Walnut-ftreet, Philadelphia, the Houſe have interfered in pardoning, 
V here fines might have been impoſed ; becauſe, as is recitgd with much 
Juſtice and propriety in the bill on that ſubject, vol. 1, chap. 158— 
the rigourous proſecution of juſtice in all caſes is not expedient.” 


In the caſe referred to us, we therefore beg leave to recommend to 


the Houle, the following reſolution : 4s Ns 
Reſolved, That a Committee be appointed to draft and report a bill 
for the relinquiſhment of the ſhare of the forfeiture, paſſed to tae ſtate, 


by the condemnation of the ſhip Anna, to Fachard. wann ee 


Cliftlord, late owners of the ſaid ſhip. | 


k 
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And that there may be a permanent power in the Executive, compe- 
tent to conſider of and redreſs cafes of the like nature, ſuperceding the 
neceſſity of farther interference of the Legiſlature, we beg leave fur- 
ther to report, that it be A 128 

Reſolved, That a Committee be appointed to draught and report a 
bill, veſting in the Supreme Executive Council, a power to mitigate or 
reſtore, if they deem proper, any forfeiture or forfeitures, which may 
hereafter accrue to the ſtate, in conſequence of offences againſt the laws 

for the regulation of trade. Ordered to lie on the table. 

The Secretary to Council being introduced into the Aſſembly Cham- 

ber, delivered the following: 1 ee „ 
A MESSAGE from the Prefident and the Supreme Executive Council, 
. - to the General Aſſembly. | 
Fr Since your reſolution of the 31ſt ult. was forwarded to Congreſs, 
F- Council have received information, that the members remaining at 
| New-York were not ſufficient to form a repreſentation of the United 
States. 5 l . 
As the danger to the State appears to be preſſing, and the permiſ- 
ſion ſolicited from Congreſs, cannot now be obtained Council there- 
„ | fore recommend it to the General Aſſembly, to adopt effectual mea- 
3 ſures, for enforcing the laws of the State, in the County of Luzerne, 
| which they are of opinion cannot be done without a permanent force. 


The expulſion of the Commiſſioners from Wyoming, will occaſion 
a delay, in the execution of their duty under the late law. Council 
therefore recommend that a further time be given, for completing the 
ſervices expected from them, under their preſent appointment. 

The caſe of Colonel Mentger ſubmitted to the Committee of a for- 
mer Houſe, is recommended to the attention of the General Aſſembly, 
as he appears to have performed ſundry ſervices, for which he has re- 
ceived no compenſation. rh 

The petition of Captain Woolpper is herewith tranſmitted, as the 

wers of Council do not extend to his caſe. _ | 25 

Confiderable deficiencies have ariſen in the collection of taxes, ow- 


nnn 


Ibis abuſe, in the opinion of Council, merits the attention of the 


es the care of Colonel Mentger, be 


Ordered, that what relates to Mr. Woolpper, be referred to the 
| Ordered 
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- . Ordered, that Meſſrs. Findley, Robinſon and M'Lene be a Com- 
mittee, on that part of the meſſage which relates to devifing means 
for the better collection of the public revenues. 

Mr. Kennedy preſented a bill to incorporate the firſt Preſpyterian 
congregation at Big Spring, in New- town townſhip, in the County of 
Cumberland, which on motion, and by ſpecial order, was read a ſe- 


for public conſideration. 


* 


ed for electing a treaſurer for the enſuing year. 

Mr. Fitsſimoms hoped it was underitood, that the Houſe ſhould 
get the treaſurer's accounts for the laſt year, before they went-into a 
choice for another. | i | 1 75 

It was moved by Mr. Lollar, to take up for a third reading, the 
bill entitled, “an act to provide for the wages of the ſtate Convention 
and to defray the expences of holding the ſame.” | 

Mt. M Lene d poſtponnmmmme. 

Mr. Clymer hoped the gentleman would aſſign ſome reaſon to in- 
duce the Houſe to comply with his motion, for certainly it was not 
becauſe he moved the poſtponement, that the members ſhould acquieſce. 

Mr. M Lene had not ſeen the bill till this minute, when it was put 
into his hand; if bills are printed for public conſideration it was but 
right to allow time for deliberation. | | 

Mr. Clymer had no objection to allowing time, if the member was 
unprepared, tho”. it was a bill of the moſt ſimple nature, and contained 
but one clauſe, whoſe object was well known from the title. 

'The bill was accordingly poſtponed. 


cond time, ordered that it be tranſcribed, and in the mean time printed 


On motion of Mr. M Lene, Ordered, that Saturday next be aſſign- 


Mr. Fitzſimont. I ſhall move you, fir, that this bill be made the a 


order of the day for to-morrow, as I wiſh to avoid all unneceſſary 
delay; there is but little buſineſs before the Houſe, and that little 


may be ſoon done, nor can we fit here long for nothing, only to 


encreaſe the public expences, already ſufficiently burthenſome. 
Whereupon, ordered, that the forementioned bill be the order of 
the day for to-morrow. | TE i ot 
The Speaker from a view of the buſineſs before the Houſe ſaw 
nothing that could keep them together longer than Saturday week. 
Mr. G. Clymer obſerved that the only buſineſs which kept the 
Houſe waiting, was the report of the Committee on ways and means; 


this depended on obtaining a ſtatement of the public accounts from the 


comptroller general and treafurer— _ 
Wherefore, he would offer the following reſolution. 

+ That the ſtate treaſurer and comptroller general do prepare and lay 
before the General Aſſembly within three days after the opening of the 
_ firſt ſeſſion in every year, ſtatements of the public accounts cog, up to 
the firſt day of October preceding | 

VM.r. Fitz/imons read a letter he had juſt received from the treaſurer, 
with a view to prevent any improper refleQions upon that ie 

| OW rom 
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from which it appeared, that it had been the common practice of that 
officer to make up his accounts to the firſt of January, thecefore it 
was nothing ſurprizing the accounts up to the preſent time were not 
prepared earlier. But no doubt the Houſe would ſee the propriety of 
' directing the alterarion propoſed in the reſolution, as it would neceſ- 
: farily diſpatch the public buſineſs. _ „ 
Wherefore the foregoing reſolution was unanimouſly agreed to, 
Mr. Lowrey preſented to the chair a ſtatement of the Bedford'elcc- 
tion, ſigned by the Judges of the firſt diſtrict, from which it appeared 
that a ticket was received' by them and filed with the others, Vat not 
added ta the return, becauſe the Counſellor was ſeperated” from the 
- Repreſentatives to the Aſſembly, which is contrary to the directions of 
the Jaw, and ſubmitting whether that vote ſnall be allowed of by the 
Houſe, as in that caſe it will ſupercede the. neceſſity of a new election, 
and determine in favor of Jacob Saylor, who otherwiſe is equalled. 


in number of votes by Abraham Cable. | : 

On motion and by ſpecial order the paper was read. a ſecond time, 
and moved to be committed, = DEL | 

Mr. M Lene moved to poſtpone, as he deemed it tecefiary. to lie 


ſomewhat longer, Ecfore order was taken on it. 


Colonel Lowry hoped it would be cotamitted, in order that it might 
| be decided before the end of the ſeſſon, whether, a new election was. 


or was not neceſſary. ET, le 8 | 
Colonel Piper wiſhed it to be committed, and told the Houſe he 
was poſſeſſed of ſome information, which he would lay before the Com- 
mittee, that might in a great meaſure enable them to decide upon the 
return, he hoped, to the ſatisfaction of the Houſe, _ EL. 
Mr. M"Lexe, withdrew his motion for poſtponement, aud the paper 
Was referred to Meſſrs. Lowrey, Kennedy and Lollar. . 
Mr. M Lene obſerved a reſolution had been adopted by the Houſe, 
a few days fince, directing the Committee of accounts to bura, the mo- 
ney in the treaſury ; he would be glad the Committee miglit inform 
the Houſe of the progreſs they had made in that buſineſs. 


Mr. Tollar not ſeeing the chairman in his place would ſay what had 
been done, before the adjournment on Saturday laſt; the Committee 
had employed two afternoons in his ſervice, fince Which he had been 
; home; at that time eight thouſand bills were deſtroyed, but their a- 
= 7 | mount was not very conſiderable, becauſe the bills were but of a ſmall. 
„ denomination. "The Committee meant to proceed with all pofſible diſ- 
[ | patch, and ſhould attend at the treafury this afternoon. 
BY | Mr. Fitzfmors wiſhed to hear, what the Committee on that part 
} | | of the meſſage that relates to the ſudden depreciation of the paper mo- 
7; + 
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4 nes had done in that particular. 
on» No gentleman anſwering to this point, | 
== 7 | The Speaker obferved, that it would be beſt, perhaps, to order the 
Committees to be called over to-morrow, when gentlemen weuld. be 
prepared to {ay in what ſtate or forwardneſs the various 333 

| : terred © 
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Ferred to them were in. He went on to ſtate the length of time the 


two laſt Houſes had been in ſeiſion the former of the two had made 
the firſt ſeſſion 65 days, the ſecond ſeſſion 47, and the third ſefion g7— 
in all 149 days. "the firft ſeſſion of the late Houſe was 69 days, the 
ſecond 40, and the third 24—in all 133. Now it appears that the firit 
ſelZon of the preſent Houſe is not likely to exceed go days; the great 
ſaving here made, will appear on the ſirſt vic, for the Houſe can- 
not fit at a leſs expence than 200 dollars per day, If the Committees 
diſpatch the buſineſs which has been referred to them, there is a high 
probability of the Houſe riſing by Saturday weck, and of ſaving, 
comparitively ſpeaking, 30 or 40 day's expence. e 
5 M . Filz/imins obſerved, that the General Afembly annually caſt - 
the ſtate about £10,000. a very great ſum, When added to the other 
public burthens ; if it is poſſible to avoid it and in our | ower, certainly 
gentlemen will exert themſelves in making all deſirable diſpatch. 
No farther buſineſs appearing for the preſent, the Houſe adjourned 
to meet to-morrow half paſt nine, A. M. „ 
5 FRIDAY, Nevember 9, 1787, A. M. 5 
The Houſe met purſuant, to adjournmenrt. 
A petition from John Wiley was read, praying certificates of this 
tate, for ſervices done by him during the late war, may be received - 
in diſcharge of his mortgage in the general loan-office ; and on motion 
and by ſpecial order, the ſame was read a ſecond time, and referred to 
the grand Committee of claims. , © 1 . 
| dein Wilſon and Richard Swan, executors Gf the 
laſt will and teſtament of William Swan, late of Paxton townſhip, in 
the county of Dauphin, was read, ſetting forth, that there is due to 
this ſtate a balance of 2181. 88. 8d. on account of money collected in 
the payment of taxes, and praying that certificates of money loaned to 


this ſtate may be received in payment. . „ 8 
Ordered to be referred to the laſt named Committe. 
Mr. L-wis preſented a memorial from the board of managers and 

manufacturing committee of the ſociety for the encouragement of ma- 
nufactures and the uſeful arts in this ſtate, which was read, ſuggeſting the 

Propriety of inflicting by law, ſevere and heayy penalties. on thoſe who 

Induce an artiſt to emigrate into a foreign country, or who export the 

implements and machines for the better carrying on ann of 

winch they are poſſeſſed; and on motion and by ſpecial order, the ſame 

was read a ſecond time. | | e 


OG. 1 — 
88 — 


— — 
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Mr. Fitgſi nons called it up for a ſecond reading, with a view to 
have it committed. He would mention ſome circumſtances that would, 
in ſome degree, point out the neceſſity of attending to the object no 
introduced to the Houſe, It had been alleged, that the two, machines 
for ſpinning cotton, which were in this ſtate, had been, he ſuſpected, 
procured by accident; however be that as it may, ſome people have 
found means to poſſeſs themſelves. of them, and ſent them out of the 
country. What made it more ſerious was, that a ſubſcription be «> 
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f bended to be ſet on foot, to purchaſe up every thing that may enable 
| | manufactures to be conſtructed here with advantage: It appeared to 
him the duty of the Houſe, as it was the deſire of the people, to apply 
0 | themſelves to this occupation, that wholeſome laws ſhould be provided 
| | to prevent ſuch illicit and baneful practices in future, and protect thoſe 
3 who have engaged in the object of the ſociety for the promotion of 
: domeſtic manufactures. a; To BE 
© | Whereupon the memorial was referred to Meſſrs. Fitzſimons, Lewis, 
5 and Kennedy, to report thereon. PE Der | 


A return of an election held in the county of Berks, for a repreſenta- 
tive, in the room of Charles Biddle, Eſq. was received and read, by 
which it appears that Philip Kreeman, Eſq. is duly elected to ſerve for 
the enſuing year; and he appearing in the Houſe, was qualited agree- 
ably to the direction of the conſtitution, EE. „„ 

| © The Committee, on that part of the meſſage relative to the purchaſe 
8 of a ſmall tract of land on Lake Erie, made report, that in their opinion, 
\ tte purchaſe of the tract alluded to, would be of confiderable advantage 

to the ſtate. — 5 „ oe ; F 

5 They therefore offer the following reſolution:  - -. ... | 
_ Refolved, That a Committee be appointed to bring in a bill, autho- 

.rizing the Supreme Executive Council to purchaſe that tract of country, 

8 lying between the north boundary line of Pennſylvania and Lake Erie. 

VVT. 

Frets ITbe Committee on the petition of Alexander M. Dowell, appointed 

ö November 3, made report, which was ordered to lie on the table. 

; "The Committee to whom was referred that part of the meſſage of 

| | Council, which reſpects the depreciation of the paper currency, report, 

| That in their opinion, it is become neceſſary to deftroy a larger 
| fam aanually than the (. 20,0c0, directed by the act of the 15th 

April, 1785; but that the revenues of the ſtate does not admit of its 
being otherwiſe done, than by putting a ſtop to the re-lending the 

1 quotas, paid into the loan-office, and authoriſing the truſtees to re- 

0 | ceive any part of the morey lent on mortgage, leſs than the whole, 

| which the mortgager may chooſe to difcharge. By theſe means, the 

1 Committee are of opinion, that the whole cf the emiſſion, except 

V. 20,000, will be ſunk in three” years, the reſidue in one year, 

Without 1rcipaſſing upon any z|propriation already made; in confor- 


4 w 
* 


"Taity with which opinion, the Commiſſioners ſubmit the following re- 


Reſolved, That a Committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to au- 


3 - "thoriſe the truſtees of the Toan-office to receive the whole. or any part of 


| the monies loaned by them, by virtue of the act of the 4th of April, 
1785, at any period previous to the time in which it is payable, and to 
alter fo wich of the Gid act, as directs them to re- lend the quotas paid 
in bv the borrower. 1 1 CE Sd „ V 
I his was agreed to by the Houſe; and Meſirs. Fitzſimens, Find- 
1y and Rittenhouſe, are pointed tö bring in a bill conformable to the | 
foregoing reſwlution. VVV ; "1 ve 
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The bill to regulate auctions and vendues was preſented and read, 
„ and „ eee, -. Orderedtoheon.tnc able. 
The Committee appointed to prepare and draught rules and regula- 
tions for the conduct of the Houſe, report.. 
That the rules and regulations of the former year be adopted for the 
government of the Houſe during the preſent year. OS | 
9 „%% ts ts i he onthe thoks 
On motion, ordered, that the order of the day for the election of 
delegates, to repreſent this ſtate in the Congreſs of the United States, 
be poſtponed until Tueſday next. WE in 
Agreeably to the order of the day, the Houſe took up for a third read- 
ing, the bill entitled, an act to provide for the wages of the ſtate con- 
vention, and to defray the expences of holding the ſame, ee. 
On conſidering the enacting clauſe, providing for the payment of 
their wages, &c. it was moved by Mr. M Lene to amend, by inſerting, 
the t a quorum of the ſaid Convention ſhall be the ſame as the quorum 
of the General Aſſembly, conformable to the 10th and 12th ſections of 
the conſtitution of this Commonwealth. | 45 : 
Mr. Fitzfimons. I very much doubt, Mr. Speaker, whether the Le- 
giſlature poſſeſſes the power mentioned in the gentleman's amendment. 
What right have we to ſay what number ſhall conſtitute a quorum in the 
Convention? The object of the law. before us, is only to provide for 
the expence that muſt neceſſarily attend their ſitting; this, ſir, cannot 
be effected but by law, as it is a diſpoſal of the pu Honey; but what 
right has the Houſe to form rules and regulation chat body? cer- 
tainly they have none - nor could any directions be given them by-law. 
When the meaſure of collecting a Convention was adopted, the Houſe 
went no further than to recommend it; a law for this purpoſe Would 
- have been improper, and a reſolution was uſed; as the Legillature have 
not hitherto attempted to make a law for regulating the proceed} 
of the Convention, the Houſe will not certainly come into it now. I 
cConceive the gentleman to be entirely wrong in his object, at leaſt it 
ſtrikes me in that light, and I. cannot think of agreeing to an 


, + & 


ference of the nature he pra on <a; a thrreu9 
Mr. Kennedy conceived that the buſineſs of the Houſe at preſent was 
to make proviſion for the pay of the members of Convention; and as 
the regulations had been nothing hitherto but by reſolution, it would 
be improper to add any thing in the law. He did not think that-the 
reſolution for calling a Convention was in the power of the Houſe, but 
now it was done, he would leave them to act as they pleaſed, as he wiſh- 


ed eyery thing to the advantage of the people. RTE 


. 0 c #1 J Os, +} * 75 
Mr. Clymer, The amendment, fir, is, extremely foreign to the de- 
ſign of the preſent bill, and being ſo, it is very improper to be grafted 
upon it; but ſetting this objection aſide, though it is of ſome weight, 
let me aſk what would be the STE a1 of acknowledging the prin- 
eiple held up in the amendment? If the Houſe, ſir, has the right to 


Jay down rules for the conduct of the members of the Convention, and 
1 5 e 1 
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to order the attendance of two-thirds of the members to conſtitute A 


quorum, at the fame time, and by the ſame rule, the) may enjoin, as 


effearial to form the Convention, the attendance of every member; and 


thus it muſt be left to the diſcretion of this Houſe, whether that body 


ſhall have the power or ability to adopt a plan of fœderal government, 
for which they are expreſsly chofen. There is nothing in the conſtitu- 
tion of the ſtate, which gives to the General Aſſembly the power of re- 

lating a Convention; it had not an idea of it at the time it was framed. 


gu 
The rules and regulations of that body muſt be left to themſelves, and 


any law we may make, muſt in itſelf be void and nugatory from the 
ery narore ale. 1. „ 1 
Mr. M Len. I confeſs, fir, when T offered this amendment, I had 
no expecation of its meeting with oppoſition from any quarter of the 
Houſe; the authority of the Houſe was uſed to call the Convention, 
and I believe that authority was as gocd as any that could be employed 
For the purpole ; as to the propriety of having a Convention, therè can 


be no doubt about it, nor do I mean to make any. "The gentizmen | 


from the city ſay we have no right to make rules and regulations for the 
government of that body, Why, fir, the amendment ſays nothing 
about it: the Convention will certainly make thoſe themſelves; they 
will appoint their own officers, and agree upon what mode they will 
conduct their buſineſs in; but then certainly this Houle ought to aſcer- 
tain what number hall be a quorum. Or is it the with. of the gen- 
tlemen that a fe the near counties ſhall get together and decide 
upon the buſineſ ore the others can attend ? For my part, I can not. 
ſee the reaſon why they ſhould wiſh to have the buſinels done in this 
manner, nor how they can reconcile it to that propriety which a bu- 
AHineſs of this importance demands. I have no &6ubt but all the coun- 
ties will ſend deputies, and that the gentlemen they ſend, will attend 
here as directed by the reſolution of the late Houſe; every gentleman 
will therefore ſee the propriety of the propoſed amendment; and I 
mean nothing by it but to have the ſtate fairly repreſented in Conven- 
tion. As I'faid before, I hope gentlemen do not wiſh a few of the near 
counties to get together and decide before the others come down; this 
is ſurely very unfair and improper ; for my own part, I believe the 
amendment ought to be adopted, and] hope the Houſe will agree to it. 
MI. Peters, I am firuck with ſurpriſe at the conduct of the mem- 
ber from Franklin, that he ſhonſd think the Houſe have the power to 


direct the Convention. That the Houſe, and no other body, ſir, has 


Power oat eee the means of paying the expences of the Convention, 
is clear, becauſe the money of our conſtituents cannot be diſpoſed of 
by any other means. But we have no right to ſay how many of that 
Convention ſhall be a quorum to proceed on the buſineſs for which 
they are elected, nor to make rules for them to act by. Suppoſe we 
ſhould direct their attendance under ſevere! penalties, would it be pro- 
Per, or would not ſuch an interference be abſurd and nugatory ? would 
the members elected by an authority paramount to the Legiſlature, the 
8 | | ſovereign 
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 Toveteign, authority of the people, unſhackled by the feſtraint of ar 
previous conſtitution; I ſay, ſir, would not the Convention contemn 
your order? I hope, fir, when the Convention meet, they will ſtand. 
on ſolid ground, and not by the harry the geatleman apprehends, 
feat in a great meaſure the object of their appointment. 1 have con- 
fidence in them, that if but a few meet they will not, by a haſty 
deciſion, determine, becauſe it will loſe that reſpectability and. conſe- 
uence, which a, full repreſentation. muſt give to their ratification. of 
the fœderal Conſtitution... 25 . IF „ 
Calling a Convention, fir, was. recommended by the Legiſlature, and 
the ſovereignty of the people has decided upon that recommendation; 
it is not an act of the Legiſlature that the Convention exiſts, it is the 
act of the people, who meeting in the ſeveral counties, have given it 
ſtability by ſending deputies. No law. was, equal to obtain this end; 
the Legiſlature could not by their power, as defined. in the conſtitution 
of this ſtate, have accompliſhed this, object; nothing: but the conſent f 
the people was equal to it, and this has been obtained. The gentle. 
man muſt know that a vote of the Convention, could not have ſo: 
much weight if adopted in the manner he has inſinuated; nor can, he 


» 


ſuſpect that the members will decide on the meeting of a ſmall num- . 


ber, as thay muſt dearly ſee the conſequences of ſuch determination; 
for which reaſon, fir, I object to the amendment, not only as unne-, 
ceſſary, but perfectly nugatory, if it is agreed to. 


Mr. Findley, I believe the members of the Convention will be free 
to adopt whatever rules and regulations they may think proper, and 
that this Houſe has not the power to ſubject them to any penalties for 
their conduct; but this is not the queſtion propoſed by the amendment; 
if it was, I readily agree with the gentlemen. who oppoſe it, that, the 
interference would be improper. But the Houſe on a former occaſion, 
did direct the Convention as to the time when they ſhould meet and the? 
place where; yet I can't think any penalty could arriſe, if they were 
to make alterations in theſe particulars. I. obſerved. this argument 
againſt rules and regulations has. gone thro' all that has been. ſaid in: 
oppoſition to the motion, but I thinl it dont apply; for the object of 
the amendment was never thought by me when I ſeconded it, to.make 
rules and regulations. The Aſſembly direct the Convention to meet at 
ſuch a time; now this time happens. to be ſo ſhort, that the members 
from the back country cannot come in time; and tho the time is a- 
bout the ſame as ordered by the Conſtitution for the meeting of the 
general Aſſembly after their election, yet that is an inconvenience. 
which may be juſtly complained. of. I think the time for their meet- 
ing is fixed at two weeks, but in this caſe the inconvenience is 1ncrea- 
ſed, as the moment they meet they enter into the, buſineſs. which is al- 
ready prepared for them, but in the Houſe of Aſſembly the quorum 
of two thirds muſt be waited for, and before buſineſs, of any, conſe- 
quence can be gone into, a Committee is appointed. to. wait on. Coun- 
ell, and when che buſineſs. is: forwarded, to the. Hauſe, it. yt 185 | 
| | evera 
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ſeveral times, deliberated on, and three times conſidered in a bill, 


* 
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* 


before it can be paſt into a law, which delay is ſafe in the one caſe 
but not in the other, becauſe the buſineſs is of another nature. It 
is already recommended that they may meet at ſuch a time, and thoſe 


who meet, are not confined to any particular number to proceed to 


buſineſs; yet it is true when met here they are at liberty to 0 
where they pleaſe but ſtill T think as to the number they ought to be 
reſtricted; there has been much done already by the Legiſſature in this 

buſineſs, and it will be right to gratify the people further; and let the 
number be reſpectable, ſomething more than a bare majority to decide 
on buſineſs of this importance, fo intereſting to the ſtate and to every 
individual: all I wiſh for in ſupporting the amendment, is fair play to 


be done generally to all; and we know the time is ſo ſhort for them to 


meet in, that many of the counties cannot be repreſented before the 
others decide, and there may be no occaſion for them at all. The 
manner in which this buſineſs may be conducted is ground of jealouſy | 


to the people, and it may be inferred from the ſhortneſs of the time, 


that there was private deſigns to carry this meaſure, without the aſſent 
or participation of the back counties; I ſay there is ground to ſup- 
poſe, that the near counties may go through the. buſineſs without 
any reſpect to the others, and that is ground for apprehenſion— 
now: by the amendment I wiſh to put it out of the power of a 
few to tranſaz+s this buſineſs without the concurrence of the reſt, and 
thereby remove that ground of ſuſpicion and jealouſly, which the 
people entertain of the deFigns of thoſe who with to preſs this meaſure 
improperly. EE os 5 

r. Fitzſimons thought the ground of jealouſy mention by the gen- 
tleman juſt ſeated, did not exiſt, or was removed the former Houſe 
only recommend to the people calling a Convention, and recommen- 
ded too that the Convention ſhould meet two weeks afterward - the 
people, by complying with that recommendation, ſhery their approba- 
tion, and are not jealous of the appointment. Had the Houſe paſſed 
a law for obtaining a Convention, the gentleman would at that time 
have told you that you had no right to paſs a law for this purpoſe, 
and that it was a violation of the conftitution, which veſted the Legiſ- 
lature with no power that could effect it - yet that gentleman now tells 
you that it is proper for the Houſe to graft upon the bill before your 
directions to the Convention, with which the Legiſlature has nothing 
to do. If acting by law in relation to the Convention was 1mproper 
in the firſt inſtance, it muſt be equally ſo in the preſent; if it was 
urged then, that the Houſe had not the power of calling a Conven- 
tion by law, certainly the gentleman will not expe& his argument to be 
8 now. He will. recolle& a Convention was only recommen- 
ded to the choice of the people, and if any of the counties had de- 
clined appointing deputies and diſregarded the recommendation of the 
Legiſlature, they might have done ſo without cenſure ; and here he 
will take a diſtinction between recommending a condutt to the . 
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and attempting to tie their deputies down in a manner which the Houſe 
can have no pretenſions to. The amendment propoſed might be recom- 
mended, but even of that there is no neceſſity, as the deputies will no 
doubt poſſeſs wiſdom and integrity ſufficient to direct them how to 
h act in the great charge committed to them by the citizens of Pennſyl- 
rana. | 
Mr. Logan, The objection of the gentleman laſt up, is I think near- 
ly this, that it enables the minority to keep the majority waiting, or 
in other words, to diate to them and prevent them from proceeding 
= to buſineſs ; this T think 1s his objection, and a very ſufficient reaſon 
7 it is againſt the amendment, but I fee no neceſſity for its being propoſed ; 
for ſuppoſe it was enacted in the bill before us, it cannot be of any 
uſe becauſe it is not binding on them; 1t is contrary to the conſtitution 
for the Houſe to interfere, and it is contrary to the very nature of 
government, becauſe it puts it in the power of a minority to rule the 
majority. What reaſon can any perfon have to advocate a propoſition 
like this? I know a number of perſons take every means in their power 
to defeat the adoption of the fœderal conſtitution, and I believe they 
will be equally indefatigable to prevent the members from attendin 
this Convention—But Mr. Speaker, the buſineſs of forming. rules be- 
longs to that body alone; and when a majority of delegates have met 
I hope they will proceed in the buſineſs, as I think it their duty, and 
not come into a method of tranſaing it which will put it into the 
power of a minority to diate to the majority. I ſhould be lead to 
believe that theſe gentlemen are the advocates of an ariſtocracy indeed, 
who can recommend meaſures calculated only for its ſupport. | 
Mr. M*Leze. The arguments which have been uſed that it is con- 
trary to the conftitution I can fee no weight in, and therefore ſhall nqt 
reply to any of them, but with regard to the obſervation which is 
made of the diſtinction between the Houſe recommending to call a 
Convention, and giving directions as to the number of that Convention 
which 1s to conſtitute a quorum when met, I ſhall only remark, that 
becauſe the Houſe had the right to command the people in the firſt, | i | 
it does not follow that they have no right to direct the other; and 
allowing the power in one inſtance, is but a bad argument to con- 1 
tend with in the latter however I ſhall merely content myſelf on the VI (® 
queſtion with ſaying yes, and calling the yeas and nays; all I mean VR 
by th amendment is fair play, and that every part of the delegates of | 17 | 
the people may aſſemble before the buſineſs ſhall be decided by a few. _ 1 
J have as good reaſon too fir, for ſuppoſing the gentlemen wiſh: for 145-088 
this advantage to get their meaſure adopted, as they have to ſuſpect 5 1 
me of a defign to enable the minority to rule over the majority hut 174 
J dont wiſh that; I only wiſh fair play, and that every part of the 4 
ſtate may be fairly repreſented before the buſineſs is decided on. | | | 
Mr. Peters. I am at a loſs to perceive the gentleman's object. I = 
would aſk the member from Weſtmoreland, does he apprehend that the We 
delegates have not time to come down between their election and the bh - 
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firſt meeting ? this ſeems to be his principal reaſon for advocating tlie 

amendment, and yet the time is as much as allowed to the members 
of Aſſembly. Does the gentleman ſuſpe& that they will, not come 
with equal celerity on this occaſion ? and has he any particular ground 
for ſuch ſuſpicion? his argument of want of time cannot be allowed 
any weight, when gentleinen conſider that they have as much time for 
their firit meeting as the Aſſembly, and a day more. 


Mr. Robinſon. The gentleman from Franklin mentions a diſtinction 
that has been taken, but he has not replied to the ſubitance nor ſtated 
it fairly, tho” even as he ſtated it, the diſtinction may be allowed as 
far as it goes—But no anſwer has been to this point, tho' it has been 
ſeveral times repeated by the gentlemen who haye already ſpoken on 
the ſubject, “ that the law would be nugatory in itſelf, which ſhould 
pretend to bind the deputies in Convention; and moſt clearly it would 
be ſo, becauſe the power by which they are conſtituted is ſuperior to 
_ thoſe defined by the Conſtitution to be in the Houſe. Ihe calling a 

Convention was not ſpecially in the Legiſlature ; they were ſenſible 

their power did not extend to oblige by law the people to do an act 
never intended by the authority of our frame of government; they 

therefore did not attempt it by law—therefore they only recommended 

a ' meaſure which they were ſatisfied the genernl good of the United 

States demanded, and this more for the ſake of preſerving good order 

and decorum, and to point out ſome general rule which it the people 

approved they might comply with, than for any thing elſe, for the 
people alone were equal to ordering a Convention; to make any law to 
this effect would have been as nugatory then, as this amendment would 
be now 1t it was agreed to. —'ihe people have ſhewn their higheſt 
approbation of the meaſure recommended, by going into the election; 
that is 0 far as I know, but I believe all the counties in the ſtate have 
generally acquieſced in it, and I have little doubt of the due attendance 
of thoſe gentlemen whom their fellow citizens have ſelected to a work 
of this importance. The queſtion therefore now is, whether the Houſe 
ſhall paſs 2 /awv to define the number which ſhall conſtitute a quorum, 
and enable them to do buſineſs ?—but as the Convention don't aſſemble 
under the authority of the Houſe, but under an authority ſuperior 
to the authority of the Legiſlature, under the authority of the people, 
as if they were in a ſtate of nature, and about to form a government 
for themſelves hereafter ; if this is the caſe, no authority that ig ferior 
can pretend to bind them in any of their rules or actions; it will be 
therefore contemptible for us to interfere in a buſineſs where this in- 
terference is beyond our reach, in a caſe which nothing but the neceſ- 
ſity diſcgvered by the people would juſtify them in undertaking. 
Mr. Find/zy did not expect they were to go into a diſcuſſion of the 
theory of appointing a Convention; the leſs that was ſaid about it the 
better, and therefore he would take no further notice of it. I own my- 
_ ſelf obliged to the gentleman from the country (Mr. Peters) for diſco- 
- vering how ignorant we are on a buſineſs of this kind; but what J 
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mean at preſent; is to explain the words I uſed which he has referred to. 
He has aſſigned as a reaſon, that the Convention have time enough to 


meet in, becauſe the length of it is the ſame as what the Aſſembly have, 


and a day more; it is true that is the caſe—but when I made the obſer- 
vation, 1 complained it was an inconvenience, tliat the Conſtitution 
had affixed ſo ſhort a period for the meeting of the Aſſembly ; but then 
the inconvenience is not ſo great as in the preſent caſe; becauſe when 
the Aſſembly do meet they have to appoint Committees, and ſome 
time expires before any buſineſs. of importance can be even prepared; 
they have to originate laws, and can do nothing concluſively for a 
length of time, ſufficient to enable the whole to racet. Men that are 
the beſt prepared to ſet off on the execution of the truſt configned to 
them—men who have their horſes ready for the journey, cannot get 
down 1n the time allowed ; but there 1s another reaſon, which requires 
more time for theſe gentlemen. The prothonotaries of the counties 
are directed immediately to notify the members of Aſſembly of their 
appointment, but this direction is omitted in the reſolution for calling 
a Convention, and the Delegates are left to the accidental reports 
they may hear from their neighbours ;- for no one is obliged to give 
them notice of their election. I ſay, the members of Aſſembly from 
the diſtant counties, cannot attend in time, that is therefore no reaſon 
that the delegates in Convention can do ſo. I had thought the Houfe 
would come cheerfully into the amendment, in order to prevent the jea- 
louſy and ſuſpicion occaſioned by the precipitancy of the meaſure; 
give the Convention time to aſſemble, and I have no doubt but they 
will perform their duty with the prudence. and diſcretion which they 

ought. | | 

Mr. Leavis, If the queſtion before the Houſe, Mr. Speaker, was as 
is apprehended by the gentlemen who advocate the amendment, to put 
it in the power of the delegates of the neighbouring counties to aſſem- 
ble, and finiſh the buſineſs before the diſtant ones could attend; and if 
it was in the power of the Legiſlature to control their proceedings, I 
ſhould not be found in oppoſition : But I take it for granted, thoſe 
ſurmiſes are totally unfounded, and that on the ground that the peo- 
ple of Pennſylvania have full ſecurity in the ee and wiſdom of 
thoſe gentlemen in whom they have placed an unbounded confidence, 
by delegating them to tranſact this important and intereſting buſineſs. 


They have no doubt conſidered well how far each of them are wor- 


thy of that confidence, by a review of their characters and an acquaint- 
ance with their ſentiments, and elected none in whom they had not a 
firm belief of their ability and veracity. For my own part, I have the 
moſt perfect reliance on the members to that Convention, and aſſure 
myſelf, they wiſh their N to be as full as poſſible, in order to 
give Maney and force to their deciſions, which a partial repreſentation 
muſt of conſequence diminiſh. Now, as I can't ſee any ground for 
ſuppoſing the meaſure will be improperly hurried by the gentlemen in 
whom our conſtituents repoſe ſuch eſpecial truſt, and becauſe I . 
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muſt deſtroy, in a great meaſure, the defirable obje& in view, if any a 
unwarrantable expedition is uſed, I ſhall not content to inſtruct them J1 
in what they are to do. 7 | 5 11 
Whether it is reaſonable or not, that a quorum of repreſentatives of f. 
an independent ſtate ſhould conſiſt of the number mentioned in the | p 
amendment, or whether a leſs majority or a bare majority would be <£ 
more adviſeable, I ſhall not undertake to ſay, becauſe it is a matter =o] 
with which this Houſe has nothing to do, inaſmuch as it particularly 0 
relates to a frame of government or conſtitution of ſociety, No law : tc 
declaring for a majority of two-thirds could be obligatory upon the v 

people, though the Houſe of Aſſembly are undoubtedly compelled to @ | 
Zabmut to this regulation, becauſe when our government was framed, v 
it was then declared and ſtipulated, that two-thirds of the members from { 
all the counties who elected, ſhould be requiſite to form the exiſtence ri 
of a General Aſſembly. The gentlemen who ſupport the amendment, m 
have not diftinguiſhed in the point they noticed; they argue indeed, v 
that as the Houſe did direct calling a Convention, that they have the ti 
power alſo to direct the regulation of that body. But this, Mr. p 
Speaker, I apprehend does not follow; the ſituation of our affairs had BY 
become ſuch, as to make it necefiary for the people to ſeek ſecurity un- | ſi 
der ſome mode of government other than what obtained amongſt us. m 
A form has been laid down by the collected wiſdom of a fœderal Con- it 
vention appointed to correct the evil; nay, to ſave the union from im- ol 
pending ruin; and a mode was devifed by them to make it neceſſary le 
For each Legiſlature in the ſeveral ſtates to declare whether they would ac 
or would not recommend to their conſtituents, the calling a Conven- [0 
tion to ratify the frame of government preſented them. "The Houſe di 
had therefore a right under this exerciſe of ſovereign authority by the te 
people, to {ay whether or not they approved what was propoſed to them in 
to act upon. The Houle ſatisfied of the propriety of the meaſure, pro- fe 
ceed under the fame authority to recommend to the citizens of Penn- e 
ſylvanza, that they delegate proper perſons to a ſtate Convention; but th 
the Houſe had no power to paſs a law obliging the inhabitants to hold | 
ſuch election; they had even noright to fay the people ſhould or ſhould * 
not chooſe deputies. If the Legillature had declared they ſhould make E 
choice, the people might refuſe ; and did we ſay they ſhould not, the It 
forbidance mult be futile; it being not the fact that che Convention © 
originated or is ſupported by the authority of the Aſſembly, fo no act of It 
ours can in anywiſe be binding upon them; the buſinefs came into ex- us 
iſtence under the people—the mode of interference for the Legiſlatures tie 
was laid Gown, in conformity with which the late Houſe recommended _ of 
an election for deputies, and the people have generally met as recom- la 
mended, as far as my information extends; perhaps all have held an ac 
election, and 'when the members are mer, they will be under an autho- It 
rity different from that of the Legiſlature; they will be under an au- ca 
thority paramount to the authority cf this Houſe by which I would i co 
be underſtood to nican tie ſupreme original authority of the people ta 
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at large, who have a right to delegate to them all powers which they 
judge it proper to inveſt deputies with, appointed to adopt and concur 
in a plan of government, which promiſes them and their poſterity per- 
fect ſecurity, liberty and happineſs. The Aſſembly then, fir, did pro- 
per to determine on recommending, whether a Convention ſhould be 
called or not, becauſe they were required to make this decifion ; but 
they have no right to proceed further, and lay down rules and regula- 

tions for that Convention, becauſe that body ftands on ſuperior ground 
to what we occupy, inaſmuch as they are bound to no forms by a pre- 
vious conſtitution, 3 N | 
But let me turn a moment to aſk the advocates for this reſtriction, 
what may be the conſequences if this doctrine is allowed? If they poſ- 
ſeſs the right to ſay that two-thirds ſhall be a quorum, they poſſeſs the 
right of ſaying alſo that nine-tenths muſt be the number; nay, they 
may go further, and require the preſence and conſent of every indi- 
vidual. . And what conſequences will reſult from a power of this na- 
ture? it will enable the Legiſlature to defeat the intentions of the peo- 
ple; and although every county having choſen delegates, and they are 
diſpoſed to ratify the Conſtitution, yet it is rendered impracticable by 
ſach interference ; wherefore the leſs authority ſuperſcedes its para- 
mount, and ſuppreſſes a meaſure reſting upon authority ſuperior to what 
itſelf poſſeſſes ; it is not only irrational but abſurd, to ſuppoſe a right 
of this kind veſted in the Legiſlature ; befide, if this power is acknow- 
ledged, it goes even to prevent that body from fitting at all, or to be 
adjourned for ſeven years to come, and by ſuch law defeat the wiſhes * 
of the people. I don't think, fir, that either the member who intro- 
duced the amendment, or the gentleman who ſeconded it, have any in- 
tentions of this nature by their motion, but I bring theſe conſequences 
into view, that the Houſe may fee from them the impoſſibility of poſ- 
ſefling powers which the amendment infers we have. I ſubmit it to 
every gentleman on this floor, and I ſubmit it with confidence, that 
the Houſe from its relation to the people, and to the Convention, can 
have no right to make laws for the conduct of a ſuperior body, and 
becauſe ſuch power involves in it a confeſſion that we may prevent the 
Convention from deliberating on what they have been choſen for. 
It is impoſlible from theſe circumſtances, that the Convention can be 
within the power of the Houſe, but reſts upon the people 1n general ; 
it is a matter not mentioned in our Conſtitution, which no where aſſigns 
us ſuch powers, nor had any of the kind in contemplation at its forma- 
tion. It is impoſſible that the Convention can be within. the power 
of the Houſe, becauſe it originates upon higher authority than a legiſ- 
lative ; and becauſe it would be dangerous it ſhould, as it involves an 
acknowledgment of a right to defeat the ſupreme power of the people. 
It is alſo certain, that if the Houſe had this power, there exiſts no oc- 
Caſion for exerciſing it, as the deputies to Convention are worthy of our 
confidence; and the inconvenience it is ſuppoſed to correct, could not 
take place, as it muſt defeat the object of thoſe who might wee 
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from all which reaſons I conclude, that the amendment is improper and 
nugatory, wherefore the Houſe will reject it. © | [ 
Ihe queſtion was now taken on the amendment, which was determin- 6 
ed in the nega ive, is > t 
The Speaker aſked Mr. M'Lean if he perſiſted in his call for the yeas e 
and nays, but he declined it. However the following members roſe in 0 
its ſupport: „ | e 5 «| 
_  Mefirs. M Lene, Findley, Piper, M'Calmant, Miley, Beale, Clark, 27 
M Dowell, Flamaker and Alliſon.— 10. | { 
The bill, entitled, ' an act for furniſhing the quota of troops requir- i 
ed by Congreſs for the protection of the weftern frontiers, and for C 
other purpoſes therein mentioned, was read a third time, and conſider- 0 
ed by paragraphs;  _ | „ E 
Ordered, that it be engroſſed for the purpoſe of being enacted into a r 
law, TE: . 0 
Mr. Peters called for the ſecond reading of the report on the petition 9 
of Richard Wells and John Clifford, which being done, the following a 
debate aroſe upon the firſt reſolution propoſed. —{See pape 47.) 1 
Mr. Fitzſi mons would juſt obſerve, that the report ſtated ſeveral good t 
reaſons to prove it was in the power of the Houſe to relinquiſh that 0 
ſhare of the forfeiture, and quoted precedents to prove the Houſe had 2 
been in the exerciſe of that authority, therefore it became unneceſſary 
to repeat them. But there is a cireumſtance attending the caſe, which 1 
makes it more ſingularly hard than even the offence, being committed 
without their knowledge and approbation ; which 1s, that it was out of fe 
their power to prevent it, becauſe in the courſe of the laſt ſpring the law n 
Was paſſed, while the ſhip was on her voyage to this port, and the own- _ tl 
ers could not in that time have appointed other officers; the object of 0 
the law is well known to be the better collection of the revenue; but n 
till within this year paſt, the revenue laws of England itſelf, ſo ſevere it 
in its trade-laws, never extended ſo far as to a condemnation of the veſ- . 
ſel for the offence of a ſingle mariner. Under this law, I ſay ſir, the b 
veſſel has been condemned; but I preſume the innocence or guilt of the 7 
owners, formed no part of the conſiderations of either the judges or jury, ti 
who attended only to the ſtrict, literal words of the ſection, which directs n 
: the forfeiture. In England, fir, from which we draw much of our ju- B 
14 riſprudence, they have a board of commiſſioners enabled to judge upon Ww 
1 the equity of the caſe, and if it be found an hardſhip, they releaſed unto It 
1. the injured what juſtice required. A power of this kind it appears 1s b. 
; veſted only in the Legiſlature of Pennſylvania, if this is proved; and It 
t nothing but the act of the Houſe can remedy the embarraſſment of the V1 
1 owners and it is proved to ſatisfaction, that theſe perſons merit the in- Hh; 
13 terference of the General Aſſembly. I hope the een may be ex- th 
1 tended to them, and the next clauſe agreed to alſo, to prevent this Houſe ſu 
4 in future being troubled with applications of a ſimilar nature. 
4: Mr. Peters. The Commiſſioners were ſatisfied before they brought EC 


in the report, that the law was a ſevere one, and the caſe of the owners 
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was fingularly hard, becauſe it was a caſe they could not provide againſt, 
with all the human foreſight of the wiſeſt men. If the Houſe think 
the ſevere and rigid exerciſe 4 the law, may in ſome caſes be impolitic 
and unjuſt, they may be lead to conclude the preſent to be one of 
them; and if the Houſe are inclined to mitigate its ſeverity, the own- 
ers will ſtill ſuffer enough to teach them caution in the choice of the 
officers and men with whom they entruſt their veſſels or their proper- 
ty. © The queſtion before us is not whether the owners are to Joſe two- * 
| thirds or one-half; for at any rate, they will be ſufficiently mule, 
ſhould the loſs be bat the ſmalleſt ſum; and the object of the law will 
be effected, becauſe it is not the ruin of the merchant it ſeeks but his 
correction. Yeur Committee looked carefully into the law, to dil- 
cover it the power of remitting forfeitures had been configned to the 
executive; we examined the conſtitution with care alſo, that we 5 7M 
not be lead to interfere with powers veſted in council; and the reſult 
of theſe enquiries was, that the Houſe alone poſſeſſes the powerſof relin- 
quiſhing forfeitures, in proof of which ſome argument and precedents 
are ſubmitted in the report. The queſtion that now preſents is, whe- 
ther this is a caſe to which the lenity of the Houſe oy os to be ex- 
tended ? I preſume it is becauſe it is the firſt inſtance of a forfeiture 
impoſed on the innocent, and becauſe the loſs after all will be ſuffici- 
ent to accompliſh the object of the law. However it may be political, 
generally to mulct the owners for the faults of thoſe they employ, yet 
the impoſlibility of prevention ſhould plead an excuſe in the preſent, 
and on theſe conſiderations it appears to me a caſe worthy the inter- 
ference of the Houſe. I know nothing of the particulars of this buſi- 
neſs, nor what was fraudulenly landed, but I obſerve the opinion of 
the judges who muſt have been acquainted with all the evidence that 
occurred; and they are of opinion, that the owr. ers are not culpable 
nor privy to the fraud. I am an enemy to ſmuggling, and look upon 
it as a crime of a heinous nature, and very miſchievous, not only as it: 
affects the public funds, but injures the honeſt and deſerving citizen; 
but at the ſame time I do not look upon it right to ruin an indi- 
vidual for an offence of this nature, in which he had no participa- 
tion; yet at the ſame time did I think the owners guilty of any con- 
nivance at the fraud, I ſhould not conſent to relinquiſh the forfeiture. 
But I believe it appears very clear, that they were totally unacquainted 
with the landing of the goods, had no property in any thing that was 
run, but on the contrary, were careful to prevent any illicit practices 
by their frequent orders to forbid any thing being ſent on ſhore, until 
it was duly entered at the cuſtom houſe. I hope the Houſe are con- 
vinced they have the right to relinquiſh forfeitures ; that they have 
hitherto exerciſed that right, and that as this is a caſe peculiarly hard, 
they will think it but juſt to relieve the owners, who will ſtill ſuffer 
ſufficiently. to teach them and others caution in future. 
Mr. Findley. When this buſineſs was laſt before the Houle, I object- 
ed to it for the reaſons I then made uſe of think ftul the ſame reaſons 


apply 
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apply fully againſt the doctrine: But with reſpe& to the pecult- 
arity of the caſe immediately under conſideratiun, a certificate from 
the Judpes has been mentioned, from which, if I underſtand it right, 
3t does not appear that the owners were abſolutely concerned in the 
fraud. 1 confeſs I am not acquainted with the practice of merchants 
in unloading their veſſels, or whether it is likely that if they had a 


participation in running the goods, ſuch evidence could be brought for- 


ward in an action, not againſt them but againſt their veſſel, but I think 
the owners muſt be very ſimple indeed, who could not act in ſuch man- 
ner as to prevent the evidence coming forward. I believe they might 
contrive to have their officers or men out of the way, at leaſt fo far fo 


as not to have them come forward and confront their own witneſſes; 


therefore I apprehend, that a negative teſtimoney would not be ſuffi- 
cient ground for the Houſe to ſet afide the determination of a court 
of juſtice, and reſeind the execution of their laws. The gentleman 
who brought in the report ſtates a number of precedents to prove, that 
the Houſe have power to interfere ; but I know ſo far as this, that it 
is contrary to any thing I have ever ſeen done in the Houſe. From the 
inſtances held out in the report, it ſeems to deny the power to remit 
forfeitures being in Council, but yet this application of the owners of 
the ſhip.” Anna has been decided on by them. I meant if I had time 


to look into this matter, and have been prepared to decide, but at 


preſent it ſtrikes me as extremely improper for the Houſe to have the 
power to make laws, and to reſcind their execution. I know it is not 
practiſed in any other government, wherefore it cannot be right here. — 


It is no doubt at all times a hard caſe, that the innocent ſhould be 


puniſhed for the guilty ; but it is not the Legiſlature who can redreſs 
the wrong. If the courts of juſtice have done their duty conformably 
with the laws, and the Council have decided upon that propriety, 


they both have done right. It is alleged that the right of remitting 


forfeitures has not been given up by the people, and therefore no part 
of the truſt repoſed in Council; but this 1s not the fact, for Council have 


decided upon thele cafes as within their juriſdiction; there has been 


more than the deciſions of Council in this caſe ; there has been ad- 
judications of the courts, as appears by the certificate preſented you. 
Now if our laws have been legally executed, we have nothing more 
to do with them, for on no pretext can the Legiſlature reſcind the 
execution of the Law. They may repeal the law itſelf, but cannot ſet 


aſide the deciſions made under it. The gentleman laſt up owns the 
law has ſome good effect; that the owners will be ſufficiently puniſhed, 


and warn others from the like practices; but what if you give them the 
forfeited property, will the law then have the good effect? will not 
all owners take care to prevent teſtimony commencing againſt them, 
to prove a participation in ſmuggling ? and will not they then be equally 


entitled to lenity with the petitioners ? the conſequences every member 


will diſcover, without my adding any thing further. The gentleman 


mentions a neceſſity of remitting forfeitures in ſome inftances ; but that 
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this power is certainly with Council, has been exerciſed by Council, 


and exerciſed even upon the application of theſe men—therefore the 
Houſe have nothing to do with it, and will refuſe the reſolution. 
Mr. Peters Was not ſatisfied by the 5 (Mr. Findley) ar- 
guments on a former occaſion, nor with his arguments on the preſent 
occaſion, that the Houſe of Aſſembly had not cognizance of forfeitures. 


He ſays it is againſt the principles and rules of all government, for the 


Legiſlature to exerciſe the powers of deciding upon the execution of 
any laws, or to make a law and repeal the execution; how far his ob- 
ſervation is true of other governments I do not ſay, but we muſt take 


this one as we find it. If there are defects in it, and an improper diſ- 


tribution of the Legiſlative and Executive powers, we cannot help it, 


but we muſt remedy the error as well as we can. Becauſe of this de- 


fet in our government, ſhall the laws operate with unjuſtifiable and 
unprecedented ſeverity ? are theſe perſons to ſuffer injuſtice, becauſe 
the Conſtitution has not ſufficiently ſeperated the principal branches of 
the government? are they to labour under oppreflion, becauſe evils are 
apprehended ? I truft they are not—but. for my part fir I cannot ſee 
any evil that will reſult from extended lenity to the owners of the ſhip 
Anna; for I ſaid before, it never can be the intention of the law to 
ruin the innocent, but to rectify the error of the guilty, by making 
them examples to others. As to what the gentleman ſays of the decifi- 


on of the court, it cannot interfere with us, becauſe they were bound - 
to decide according to law, and could not conſequently avoid a for- 


feiture of the ſhip. It was alſo with great propriety that Council re- 
jected the application, becauſe they had not a right to relinquiſh the 

roperty of the ſtate to any perſon. But this power is clearly in the 
Houſe, becauſe it is a part of that ſovereignty of the people with which 


they have not parted to the executive, and we, as their repreſentatives 
or Legiſlators, are only adequate to the object; former Houſes of Aſ- 
ſembly have decided in this manner. It is a part of the ſovereignty of 


the people I ſay, which they did not part with when the Conſtitution 
was formed; this is a caſe not provided for by the Convention, as I 
would be able clearly to ſhew by conſulting the books. This fir ap- 
pears to me a hard caſe, and if the Houſe join with me in that ſenti- 
ment, I ſhall inſiſt upon it that they have the power to redreſs the 
grievance. Iam as averſe to ſpecial interferences of this kind as the 
member from Weſtmoreland, and as ſenſible of their improprity; the 
Committee were under the ſame impreſſion, and went further than mere- 


ly attending the particular caſe of the petitioners. They have offered 


855 another reſolution, in order to put this power where it ought to 
'e, but where I inſiſt it is not; for I am not convinced by the gentle- 
man's arguments, either againſt the commitment of the petitton or 
againſt the propoſed reſolution, that Council are inveſted with authority 
to relinquiſh forfeitures, tho' their right to remit fines and penalties 1s 
clear; I ſay they have no power to do it, but I think they ought to 
Have, and therefore hope a law may be enacted to veſt them 3 it in 
| EO Ts nes uture 3 
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future; for I do not with the Houſe to be troubled on theſe occaſions. 
J do not wiſh the Houſe to adopt the firit reſolution, unlefs they think 


the caſe ſo oppreſſive as hard, and to require their interpoſition ; but if 


they are convinced of this, they will not hefitdte about the right of do- 
ing it, which is clearly with us and us alone, until we transfer it to the 


* 


executive, where I conceive it ou ht to 5 
Mr. Findl:y. The diſtinction which the gent! 


eman has drawn be- 


tween the powers of Council to remit fines and penalties, but not for- 
feitures, is perfeQly novel to me, and I apprehend to moſt others. 


Council themſelves do not underſtand it as he has defined it, becauſe 


L apprebent their decifien on a fimilar application of the petit oners 
roves the contrary. This being the cafe, it is not for us to draw a 
diſtinction not common in favour of our own powers, but rathef in 


favour of the executive, to whom it is acknowledged it ought to belong; 
but as I fad before, T have not examined it as I intended for want of 


time; and I apprehend it is. a buſineſs of ſuch importance, that it 
IE > | 4 . FE DISCET © #137 F448 7 © 8.4 3h, "PBs 
ought not to be ſlightly paſſed over without inveſtigation, J think; 
: P | n e ee enn 222 
moreover, the power recommended to vs to exerciſe, ſhould be veſted 


in the executive, from the very nature of dur republicati government, 


which requires the legillative, judicial and executive branches to be 
kept diſtinct. When a cafe of this kind comes before a Legiſlature, 


it is always fure to find advocates, becauſe it interefls tlie feelings of 


humanity, and theſe feelings will always be the means of preyerting 


the Legiilature from their duty to comply with the diQates of 


Hier 


hearts; from which it is clear they ought never to fuffer applications 
of this nature to come before them at all. We ſee in the ſeveral in- 


ſtances mentioned in the report, that having once gone wrong, 


4n9- 


ther and Kill another ſolicitation comes forward and is complied with. 
For theſe reaſons I ſhould be againſt the reſolution, becauſe I do not 
think the diſtinction good, by which it is attempted to prove we have 


the power, and becauſe it is improper to explain this part of the Con- 


ſtitution in our own favour, as it is an improper power for the Legiſla- 


ture to exerciſe, eſpecially as our feelings mult be. intereſted and | 
miſlead us. I feel in the prefent inſtance as much as any one, but 1 
conceive it my duty to go no further in relieving it, than is dictated by =. 


may 


cur frame of government ; if we once exceed, there is no knowledge 


where we ſhall ſtop, becauſe any member may intereſt others in fimilar 


caſes, by which the efficacy of our lau s will be lof, and the exceutive 
will no longer have to attend to the proper execution of our laws. I 


have no doubt but gentlemen ſee plainly the ill effects. that will 


ariſe 


krom this precedent, and prevent them by refuſing the reſolution. 


Mr. Filzfimnt. The Houſe will advert to the next reſolution and 


proviſo, by which it will be ſeen that: there is no danger of ſimilar ap- 


* 


plications, as a diſpenſing power will hereafter be in the executive : 


ut J don't with the gentlemen to decide, until they are certain the 


* 


power is in the Houſe; for my own We, I would be very far 


from 


believed the power already veſt- 
| ed 


\ 


of PENNSYLVANIA. 1 67 


ed in Council. If gentlemen. mean to contend this ſubject, they will 
have time enough after ſuffering the bill to be brought in, and may 
prepare themſelves againſt its final iſſue. z 

Mr. Clymer. I think the member from Weſtmoreland has not attend- 
ed to the certificate of the judges in favour of the petitioners, as he 
terms it only a negative evidence, that the owners did not participate 
with the perſons who committed the fraud. If he read the certificate 
with attention, he muſt have found that it contained the moſt poſitive 
teſtimony it was in the power of the Court to give; for they ſay not 
only that it did not appear that the owners had any participation or 


knowledge of the fraud, but that they exerted themſelves to prevent 


any, by giving orders to that effect; but the gentleman is pleaſed to 
call this negative teſtimony; for what reaſon is beſt known to himſelf. 
He ſays alſo, that the Houſe has not exerciſed to his knowledge, their 
right to remit forfeitures—yet the report propoſes ſeveral inſtances in 


which the Legiſlature has exerciſed it. This fir, mult imply that 


the Houſe alone poſſeſſes the power and not council, agreeably to the 
conception of thoſe Houſes that remitted the forfeitures mentioned in 
the report, otherwiſe the laws which they made for that purpoſe were 
unneceſſary. The gentleman ſeems in great pain left ſimilar applications 
ſhould be too numerous and troublsſome ; but he does not obſerve, 
that the report makes proviſion to prevent it, by a ſuubſequent reſolu- 
tion meant to ſupply the defects of the Conſtitution on this head defects 
that ought to be ſupplied, as the practice of every government evinces 


clearly. In England, the innocent are protected from the undue ope- 


ration of their trade laws ; and juſt 
be exerciſed here for the ſame purpoſe. | 
Mr. Findley. I think fir, I have been miſunderſtood, as objecting 
to the relief of perſons who are unjuſtly oppreſſed by the operation of 
our laws, as I am againſt veſting this power in Council, by law. Any 


ice dictates, that a power ſhould 


thing fir that we can do by law, we can undo; and there is no ſecu- 


rity. but what theſe kind of applications may again be brought before 
the Legiſlature, therefore this method does not come up to my idea of 
permanency. I conceive alſo fir, that my expreſſions will not bear 
the conſtruction given them by the gentlemen laſt up. I faid the 
Houſe had not exerciſed this authority fince J had the honor of a ſeat 
in it. The inftances alluded to were perhaps before the Council of 
Cenſors ſat in 1784; how this may be I am not prepared to ſay, becauſe 
I have not conſidered it: But I believe the Executive Council poſſeſs 
this power—have exerciſed it and given up forfeitures ; if fo, it is a ſe- 
rious queſtion to aſſert, that ſuch powers never were conceded to them 
by the Conſtitution, and that their exerciſe muſt be improper ; for it 
will be abſurd to ſuppoſe, that two bodies are veſted with the ſame 
authorities, when it is ſufficient that it is lodged with either of them. 
It will be too barefacedly done in us to aſſume the power, unleſs we 
are certain it is with us; as it would be abſufd to ſay it may be lodged 
in the Legiſlature and in another body. But it is lodged in N ; 
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ſuch has been their deciſion, and they have remitted forfeitures ; and 


are we to judge if they have exercifed it improperly no; I ſay we 
ought not to determine a queſtion of power in our own favour. 


Mr. Peters, The gentleman feems uncertain as to the truth of the 


doctrine laid down in the report, and complains of want of time; but 


this ought not to induce the Houſe to vote againſt the reſolution, be- 


cauſe they will pleaſe, to conſider there is ſtill time enough before the 
bill can be paſſed into a law, to make every enquiry on the ſubject. 
Whenever the Supreme Executive Council is mentioned, it would ſeem, 


from the veneration of that gentleman, we were treading on holy 


ground, and with looſened ſhoes muſt walk humbly ; for my part, 


though I have a very great reſpect for that body, yet I am bold to 
canvas a power which they may have exerciſed improperly ; not from 
a deſire to aſſume what the Legiſlature is not entitled to, but in order 


to have the matter decided beyond a doubt in future. Our Con- 
ſtitution fir is not perfect, for it is a human ſyſtem ; and if owing 


to this imperfection, ſuppoſe only of language, Council by miſtake 
have exerciſed powers with which they are not inveſted, J don't ſee 


thoſe dreadful conſequences, thoſe ſerious apprehenſions which that 


gentleman contends for. If it is found that Council have not the pow- 
er of relinquiſhing forfeitures, then it muſt certainly be in the Legiſla- 
ture, which the gentleman contends 1s incompatible ; well what then ? 
Does the Houſe mean to keep. this power? no; it is meant after this 
to place it in the executive. But this muſt be done by law, and he is 
afraid the mode is not permanent, becauſe what is done by law may be 


_ repealed by law—why. this goes againſt making all laws whatſoever. 


The gentleman mentions the Council of Cenſors, as if they had de- 
clared agaialt the Houſe for remitting forfeitures; may be they have, 
and I ſuppoſe they Fad their reaſons.for ſo doing, and I preſume this 


Houſe will alſo have theirs for any determination they make. If gen- 


tiemen at preſent entertain any doubts of the 8 of the Legiſlature, 


they may ſuffer the buſineſs to go on, becauſe there is time enough be- 


tore it can be finiſhed to obtain full information. 13 


Mr. Kennedy. It appears a matter of much greater importance to 


the ſtate, than to the individual who is injured ; it appears to me fir, 


? 


that we are taking up the buſineſs in ſuch a way, that we ought not, 


becauſe we are deciding in favour of cur own powers; and what will 


be the conſequences, if people underſtand the laws are to be rectified 


after they have been executed? if after a thing is condemned, it is to 
be reſtored, or even if after trial they have ſo many places to appeal 
to if this is the way of doing bufineſe, people will be affraid to exe- 
cute the law. But ſir let us enquire as to the reſolution before us 


what has the application to do here? but if it is received, it muſt be 


clear to the Hoale, that the petitioners, ate circum ſtamtiæted as they ſet 


forth under the law; and'it is neceſſary before the Houſe can afford 


them redreſs, that we ſhould enquire and ſind the facts to be true as 
x f * OM 0 . . 
t2ey allege. We mult become a jury and examine into the evidence, 
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and ſeized by the colleRor or naval-officer, one- 
of the ſtate ; or in caſe of information from any other perſon, one- 
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| before we can properly Judge that theſe men are ſo circumſtantiated. 


I am of opinion if theirs is a hard caſe, that it ought to be redreſſed, 
but we are not to determine on this. If they oaght to have relief they 
muſt get it from the Executive Council, as we cannot be one day 
making the law, and reſcinding it the next ; if we can, the Houſe 
will have little elſe to attend to; for I ſuppoſe every member may have 
ſome friend or ſome acquaintance who may be ſo diſagreeably circum- 
ſtanciated, that he would wiſh to relieve ; for when an individual ſoli- 
cits, he intereſts our feelings, and may induce us to act improperly. 
Mr. 4uz/imons. I think the law which occafioned the forfeiture of 
the ſhip is not well underſtood ; if it were, I think there would be 
leſs difficulty in determining the point in debate. If there was not 
ſomewhere a power to remit forfeitures under that law, it would 
be in the power of any perſon employed on board a veſſel to ruin the 
merchaat, becauſe he could without riſque of diſcovery, put on board a 
E of wares or mgrchandize, not worth perhaps five pounds, and 
y running this, forfeit the property of the owners, to the amount of 
five thouſand, without a poſſibility. of the owners guarding againſt the 
attempt. For fir what can the merchant know? he knows the goods 


he ſhips himſelf, and the goods on freight which are enumerated in the 


manifeſt ; all theſe he enters fairly at the cuſtom-houſe, and gives ſtrict 


charge to the officers and ſailors to do the ſame with any thing they 
may have. But ſuppoſe one of theſe men, with a view to fave a little 


money, or perhaps to obtain a ſhare of the forfeiture, deceives the own- 
er and declines to enter what he has concealed, and afterwards goes to 
your naval-officer and lodges information of the fraud. Here the mer- 
chant's property is taken from him by deſign; and is there a govern- 
ment on earth that would not leſſen the ſeverity of the law; fir the deſ- 
potiſm of Turkey could hardly infli& ſuch injuſtice. Whatever 
ſtrictneſs is neceſſary in trade- laws, to obtain a full collection of the 
revenue, yet it is requiſite that a diſpenſing power ſhould be ſomewhere 
lodged, to leſſen their rigor on proper occaſions. The queſtion only 
ſhould be, with whom is that power? The gentleman of greater Know- 
ledge in the law than I can pretend to, infiſts it is only in the Houſe, 
others think it to be in Council; let the bill then come forward, and 
the gentlemen will be better prepared with their proofs to decide in 
which it is to be found. ; 5 

Mr. Lewis, The clauſe in the law under which the ſhip Anna was 


_ forfeited, declares that every veſſel or boat, from which any goods, 
wares, or merchandize ſhall be unloaded, before due entry thereof at 


the office of the collector of the port of „ ſhall be IS 
alf thereof for the uſe 


third. The law ſtops here without appointing a board of commiſſioners, 

or any other power to enquire into the peculiarity of an owner's caſe, 

to aſcertain the innocent from the guilty, or to abate the rigor of the 

law when the proof of injuſtice is eſtabliſhed, It has been ſaid by an 
| . | honorable 
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honorable gentleman ncar me (Mr. Fitzfimons) that the revenue laws 
of Englan | were not until within this year ſo rigorous as this. Hie 
might fir have gone further, and ſaid the laws of that kingdom even 
to this day are not ſo ſevere. If there was not a power fir to diſpenſe 
with this ſeverity, it would be a diſgrace to England; but it is well 
known they have a board of .commitiioners, authoriſed to enquire and 


remit not only a part, but the whole property ſeized, if they deem it 


equitable. | | | | . 
But what is the import of our act of Aſſembly? why that every 
boat or veſſel, out of which goods are landed without entry, is forfeit- 
ed. Suppoſe there is a man, a fingle ſeaman, who has a few trifling 
articles on board, his own private adventure, perhaps a bottle of ſnuif 
or a roll of ribband in one corner of his cheſt, that is not entered, the 
ſhip is forfeited ; for will any man of common ſenſe pretend to ſay, 
either of thoſe do not come under the denomination of goods, wares, 
or merchandize ; or will they ſay that an article ſo ſecreted does not 
work a forfeiture, according to the ſtrict, literal meaning of the act 
of Aſſembly? Hard indeed muſt be the merchant's fituation, if there 
is no relief againſt ſo ſevere, unmerited, and ſo ruinous a penalty. 

It has been ſaid ſuch laws were fitter for Turkey than Pennfylvania, 
the land of freedom; but I ſay it would be a diſhonor to Turkey 
to ſuppoſe the genius of the people would ſuffer them to ſubmit to reſ- 
trictions ſo unjuſtiſiable, without a poſſibility of redreſs. But it muſt 
be owned, that a diſpenſing power is neceſſary, and the ſubject for our 
enquiry mult be where it is placed. It is ſaid by the members in oppo- 
fition, that this power is in the Executive Council; but what is the 
evidence to aſcertain this point? The words of the clauſe in the Con- 
ſtitution which in anywiſe relate to it are, that the Supreme Executive 


Council have power to remit fines and grant pardons, in all caſes but 
thoſe of impeachments. Will any man tell me that the words grant 


pardons, apply in this caſe ? or can it be conſtrued into a remiſſion of 
a fine ? it certainly cannot; a fine being what is impoſed upon a man 
to pay, who after a proſccution againſt his perſon for an offence, is 
convicted, and the corporal puniſhment which the law enjoins is com- 


muted for a pecuniary one, —If. under theſe words it is that Council 


claim the right of deciding, they muſt prove the ſhip Anna to be mo- 
ney of ſome kind or other, and that the proſecution by which ſhe was 
condemned was againft the owners, and not againft the ſhip, by infor- 
mation in rem, and then they may remit the mul& in the ſame man- 
ner as they can pardon the corporal puniſhment ; but unleſs they can 
make this appear, their authority will not reach the caſe under the term 
remit fines. And it is equally certain that it does not come under the 
expreſſion graut pardons. —Well then, how are they inveſted with this 
authority ? why the gentlemen ſay that Council have heretofore exer- 
ciſed the powers of relinquiſhing forfeitures; it may be ſo, yet it ap- 
pears a little extraordinary in the gentlemen to inſiſt on this, becauſe 
when ſeyeral inſtances are produced in the report that the Genera] Af. 
Es embly 
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ſembly have exerciſed the ſame, they will not allow it to prove in them 
What they conclade it does fully in the other: you are told that the 
firſt Aſſembly being intereſted by their feeliugs, to do juſtice on an ap- 
- plication of this nature, it ſerved as a precedent for others, and fo on 
in rotation—but this argument is not noticed in the obſervations upon 
the deciſions of Council: The Aſſembly decided in a variety of in- 
ſtances; but theſe.are of no weight. Council have exerciſed the power 
in one or two, and this is concluſive with the gentlemen that they are 
right, and we are miſtaken : But this reaſoning will not influence the 
Hout to determine againtt the propoſed reſolution. The arguments 
uſed to ſhew this power z5 ze? lodged in Council, by any exprefs words 
in the twentieth ſection of the frame of government, will lead us to en- 
quire where this power is? as it muſt inconteſtibly exiſt ſomewhere. 
We will fay it is in this Houſe ; but why muſt it be in this Houſe ? 
Becauſe the Legiflature is inveſted with ſupreme authority, capable of 
making laws in all caſes bat where an infringement of the Conftity- 
tion would enſue ; and what has been the judgment of our predeceſ- 
ſors in this buſineſs? what has been the conduct of former Houſes ? 
Is there not fir pointed out a variety of inſtances, in Which they have 
ited in the ſame manner the reſolution betbre us propoſes to do? 
Can there be a doubt that the Legiſlature has been from time to time 
in the habit of remitting forfeitures? I apprehend there is none. 
Hut it is in the nature of our government, that the General Aﬀem- 

ty muſt have this right. Whatever fir is forfeited to the ſtate by pro- 
ſecution qui lam for a breach of the municiple laws, or paſſed from the 
todividual to the public under whom it was firſt obtained, by the af- 
ſfrance and protection which ſociety affords, is reſumed by the public, 
comes into the common ſtock, and forms part of the great bulk of 
property owned by the people at large. It is of no conſequence how 
they become poſſeſſed of it; when it is there it is their property. Are 
Council then to cut and carve what patt of it they pleafe, and diſtri- 
bute, or are they not confined to act as directed in and by the agree- 
ment of the people expreſſed in the Conftitation ?—Have they then 
power to ſeparate and ſelect from this maſs of property, either for 

themſelves er cthers ?—If they have this power, they alſo have the 
power to grant the weſtern vacant lands at the extreme of the ſtate, of 
which the {tate has become. poſſeſſed, or grant any other property they 
deem juſt and right, from the very nature of the cafe. But bas this 
power ever been given them by the Conftitution? has it ever been 
ſuppoſed they were ever inveſted with it? Or is it underſtood to be in 
tle Legiſlature ? do not the Legiſlature exerciſe it on all occafions they 
deem meet? are not donations of land made by them to various inſti- 
tutions ? is not every ſpecies of public property diſpoſed” of by them 
and them alone! „ n 


: 


* 


Now by the proſecution which has taken place, a part of the value 


of the Anna belongs to this bulk or maſs of public property : I ſay 
it is no matter how it became a part of this property, whether by- 
| | | | forfeiture 
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forfeiture or otherwiſe, 1t 1s now the ſame as the weſtern lands, theres 
fore it is impoſſible for Council to divide it, unleſs the power is given 
them by the conſent of the people in Convention, when the Conſti- 


tution was framed, or the conſent of their repreſentatives in Aſſembly— 


this not being obtained it remains to us. POE 
But the Houſe will not give away the property of the people, un- 
leſs the equitable circumſtances of the caſe require it. Now what is the 


one before us? a hard caſe indeed, in as muck as the ſeverity of the 


law falls on the innocent. Vour courts of juſtice could not abate or 


remit the rigorous ſentence the law demanded; the Executive Council 


is incompetent to redreſs the evil, but it would be abſurd to 8 55 
the power did not exiſt; then it is only to be found with us. What 
is the occaſion that demands the exerciſe ? Here is a certificate from 


the Judges, not negative evidence of the innocence of the petitioners - 
as the gentleman ſuppoſes, but on the contrary, the moſt politive teſti- 


mony perhaps. that the nature of the caſe could admit of, or as 
ſtrong as can be obtained in moſt caſes :—Befides the certificate, 
there is another circumſtance in favor of the . petitioners, which 


no future caſe can have. The law by which the veſſel was con- 


demned, was paſſed while the ſhip was in a foreign country, withs 
out the power to puk more confidential perſons in, which the law 
might have rendered neceſſary.——It will be obſeryed, that the 


report is in two parts; the firſt relates to the particular caſe of 
the petitioners, on this the Houſe will decide, as they think juſt ; if 


they are ſatisfied as to their unmerited ſufferings, they will relin- 

uiſh the part acquired by the ftate. On the other reſolution they 
will decide in ſuch a manner, as to prevent fimilar applications, and 
enable the executive to interfere and mitigate the rigor of our trade 


laws, in the manner that other commercial nations muſt and ought to 


do. | . | „ 

Mr. M. Lene would take up but a few minutes, and reduce the. 
arguments in favor of the reſolution to three things; firſt it was 
Rated that this was a hard caſe—that it is hard in the laws to make 
an owner puniſhable. for offences he had no hand in committing—if 
this is ſo, it is the fault of the law; yet every one allows, that this 


or ſomething like it muſt be done, in order to prevent ſmuggling goods 


into the Rate, . = | | 
Another is that there is not a power in this Houſe nor in Council, 


to remit the penalty. Some of the gentlemen ſeem to think the pow- 


er is in the Houſe, but the gentleman from the County (Mr. Peters} 
who has ſtudied the ſubject, anſwers that by blaming the Conſtituti- 


on for not veſting it in us. (Mr. Peters interrupted, and wiſhed the 


member would let him ſpeak for himſelf). _ - 
Mr. M*Leze proceeded now with regard to the queſtion, whether 


the Houſe or the Council poſſeſs the power; it was not left to him 


(Mr. Peters) to make the diſcovery—becauſe when I had the honor 
of a ſeat in that body, the doubt was raiſed in the Council whether 
7 ; | | ICY 
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they could remit forfeitures, the opinion of the Judges of the ſupreme 
court, and of the Attorney General, were taken (I ſay the ſecret did 
not lay with him to find out) — The opinion of Council alſo was, 
that they were adequate to this ee ; and they never refuſed to 
decide on the ground of want of power or juriſdiction, which they 
were ſure they had. | | 

If I am right in this, that the Council do and ought to exerciſe 
this authority, then 1t 1s very wrong for this Houſe to interfere in 
remitting, as I humbly conceive. If we claim a right of doing it 
here, and they exerciſe it there, it will tend only to perplex the buſi- 
neſs, and be one of thoſe abſurdities that are not allowable in a re- 
public; it will be both planning and executing the laws. I hope 
therefore the Houfe will not go into the reſolution : I am very ſor- 
ry they have ſuffered it to go ſo far—and the further we go we on- 
ly encreaſe the miſchief and bad effects that will follow. For my 
own part, I am in favour that is againſt the reſolution, and hops 
it may be diſmiſſed. I ſhall make no mention of the diſpatch which 
has bet uſed in this caſe, but I hope the Houſe will not be hur- 
ried improperly. into the buſineſss. | | 

Mr. Peters afolutely denied having oppoſed the idea, that the Le- 
giſlature only poſſeſſed the power to relinquiſh forfoitures, if the 
gentleman had underſtood him ſo, he muſt have expreſſed himſelf 
very unhappily indeed, for his opinion was, and that decided, that 
the Legiſlature poſſeſſed the power, and that hitherto it was wholly 
beyond the authority of the ſupreme executive council. 

Notwithſtanding what had been told of the judges having given 
an opinion to the contrary, he very much doubted if they had gi- 
ven a deliberate one. The profeſſion of the law had been formerly 
his; tho' other avocations had interrupted that habit of thinking, 
yet if he returned to his books, he was capable of making up an 
opinion, which at leaſt would ſatisfy himſelf : But for the preſent 
he abſolutely declared in favour of the idea, that the power of re- 
linquiſhing forfeitures was foley 1n the Houſe. 8 

The queſtion on the firſt reſolution was put, and the yeas and 


nays being called, are 


YEAS. Meſſrs. G. Clymer, Fitz/imons, Hiltzheimer, Leavis, Nobiu- 
fon, Sellers, Logan, Peters, Wynkoop, Chapman, Foulke, Upp, Ralſton, 
Moore, Thomas, Evans, Willing, Whelex, Lowrey, Hubley, Work, Erb, 
M' Lellen, Lilley, Maclay, White, Irvine, Lillar, Richards, Carſon, 
Schott.—31. | 

NAYS. Meſſrs. Clemſon, Hopkins, M. Mitchell, Reed, Clingan, D. Mitch 
ell, Beale, Kennedy, Oliver, G. Heiſter, Kreemer, Davis, Sands, Trexler, 
Burkhalter, Piper, Findley, Barr, M Dowel, Allis, Wright, Flen- 
naten, Philips, Gilchriſt, M'Lene, M'Calmont, Riffe, Rittenhouſe, 
Miley, Clark, Davifm.—9g1. | f 

The votes being equal, the Speaker decided in the affirmative. 

The ſecond reſolution was read (ſee page 48.) and propoſed to the 

conſideration of the Houſe ; whereupon, Nite - 
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Mr. M'Lene—l ſhall juſt object on the ſame ground as before, that 
is that Council have the authority; and unleſs we are convinced they 
have not, we ought not to grant it them. | | 

Mr. Peters replied, that for his part he was perfectly. ſatisfied that 
they had not the power; and he hoped gentlemen underſtood this ſo. 
clearly from what had been ſaid, that they would be able to determine 

in favor of the reſolution. | | 555 

Mr. Vyntoop ſaid a few words which were not heard, but it is ap- 
prehended he made enquiry how far the Houſe meant to relinquiſh the 
power of remitting forfeitures. | h . 

Mr. Peters informed the gentlemen, that the object of the regula- 
tion extended to maritime cauſes alone; that this aroſe from the ne- 
ceſſity of having a ſpecial and effectual power lodged ſomewhere ; and 

[ | | the words of the reſolution were preciſe, and limited to offences againſt 

8 the laws for the regulation of trade. 

1 Mr. Findl:y. Ihis is a queſtion Sir of great importance, and re- 
quires much deliberation; indeed, before any member gives his aſſent 
to this reſolution, he muſt have made up his mind fully, that the right 
of remitting forfeitures is in the Houſe alone. If they have any heſi- 
tation, and think the power is in Council, they will not be prepared 
to decide the contrary, I believe it to be a queſtion of the moſt diffi- 
cult nature, and very alarming in its conſequences ; for as Council 
have heretofore exerciſed this power, it will bring in queſtton what we 
have nothing to do with, The gentlemen will obſerve the neceſſity 
of a more thorongh knowledge on this reſolution than the former: 
they will alſo know the opinion of the Judges of the Supreme Court 

and other officers—the Judges opinions may be conſidered of weight; 
tho” it is contradicted by two or three gentiemen on this floor, yet 1 
don't wiſh to be guided altogether by their deciſions. As this is a queſ- 
tion of juriſdiction in which we are claiming power to ourſelves, and 
if it is not clear that we are juſt by entitled to it, we muſt be uſurpers; 
we equally uſurp as if we took ſuch powers as we are certain belonged 
to the executive. For this reaſon if any gentleman heſitates at all, he 
will vote againſt the reſolution for I muſt be clearly informed that 
deciſions already made in Council have been made without any cer- 
tainty that they poſſeſſed the power, before I would paſs a judgment 

| againſt them; if I had admitted them to the exerciſe of this juriſdiction, 
= I would be well ſatisfied of the impropriety, or I would not wreſt it 

5 from them. If the inveſtigation has not fully convinced me, I ſhould 

BS | vote in the negative ; and gentlemen who are unſatisfied with the in- 

veſtigation, will be againſt it; but I am ſatisfied it is wrong, and ſhall 
therefore vote againſt it; but even if I hefitated I would vote againt it, 
as voting on the ſafe fide. = 

Mr. Fitz/imons. Sir the gentleman has declared to you his intenti- 

ons, and be it right or wrong he will vote againſt it. I leave the 

gentlemen to do in this caſe what ſeems agreeable to himſelf— but gen- 

tlemen will obſerve that this is not the laſt Rage of the buſineſs ; they 
| | may 
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may without riſque ſuffer the bill to be brought in and publiſhed, as 
there will be ſufficient time to obtain full information on the right and 
propriety of the preſent meaſure, by thoſe who are doubtful; but for 
my part Sir I am fatisfied from the diſtinctions laid down by the gen- 
tlemen who have ſpoken on this fide the Houſe, that the power is in 
the General Aſſembly. As the Houſe wiſh to riſe early, J am ſurpri- 
ſed at this mode of delaying buſineſs, to repreſent a neceſſity for full 
inveſtigation and enquiry, which may be well done in the recels, and 
before the bill is on a third reading; and to allege from time to 
time a 1 in poſtponing, becauſe the gentlemen are not prepared 
or made up their minds, is throwing ſo much delay on the buſineſs, as 
may tend to lengthen the ſeſſion unneceſſarily. If the gentleman has 
not made up his mind and ſtudied the ſubject, it muſt be his own neg- 
lect, Bees he ſeemed prepared for oppoſition on this ſubject ten days 
ago, and had been on the Committee of the laſt Houſe to whom it was 
referred. When the ſubje& was laſt before us he contended that the 
power was not in the Houſe ; he is ſurely fince that had ſufficient time 
to make enquiry how far the contrary 1s true. I hope thoſe gentlemen 
who are not prepared to decide will agree to let it go forward, as their 
is {till time enough to obtain further information, if it is judged ex- 

edient. | 
Mr. Findley was obliged to the gentleman for putting his arguments 
in better Language, but he did not like to have them changed. The 
gentleman has told you that I ſay I will vote againſt the reſolution, 
right or wrong—I ſaid I would vote againſt it unleſs I was convinced 
it was right; I ſaid we were about to afſume a juriſdiction,” and we 
ought not to aſſume it unleſs we were certain that 1t was our right; 
was this ſaying I would vote againſt it right or wrong ?—however I am 
not ſarpriſed at an obſervation of this kind comming from that gentle- 
man; be alſo adds, that I have had time to inform myſelf on this ſub- 
jet, but fir when this ſubject was laſt before us, it was alleged that 
we had a right to interfere, becauſe we had power to diſpoſe of the 


public money but it comes before us now on other ground not expec- _ 


ted, wherefore it was impoſſible I could be prepared as the report has 
been only one day on the table. | 
Mr. Robinſon. I agree with the gentleman who ſpoke laſt in the 
ſentiment, that the Houſe ought not to aſſume any power, unleſs they 
are certain they have a juſt claim to it; but I do not agree that the 
reſolution ought to be thrown out, becauſe gentlemen have doubts of 
its propriety, For my own part I have eſtabliſhed a contrary rule to 
the one mentioned by the member who recommends to us to give a 
direct negative in all caſes where we have a doubt. On the firſt intro- 
duction of buſineſs, I always give an affirmative, becauſe if the buſi- 
neſs goes forward, a free inveſtigation takes place, and I am enabled 
thereby to form a more deciſive opinion—but if it is ſuppreſſed in the 
beginning becauſe we doubt of its propriety, we are deprived after- 


ward when we find thoſe doubts 2 of an opportunity to do that 
05 juſtice 


756 _ DrvBarTEs of the Gentxal ASSEMBLY | 


Juſtice which opr duty demands, for which reaſon I think it a reaſon- 
able rule; and gentlemen who are of the ſame opinion, will ſuiter th 
preſent buſineſs to go forward, and vote in the affirmative. | 

Mr, Findley was ſtill againſt voting in the afirmative, unleſs he was 
ſure the Houle had a right to the power of remitting forfeitures and 
concluded that every gentleman who had doubts about it, would do 

well to vote in the negative, | 4 

Mr. Kennedy coincided in opinion with Mr. Findley, and concluded 
with him that the power alluded to was veſted in Council, becauſe 

Council had on many occaſions decided on applications of a ſimilar 
nature with this before the Houſe : he was oppoſed to buſineſs going 
forward, which in itſelf was wrong, becauſe it only tended to con- 
ſume the precious time of the Houſe, which*as was the other day juſt- 

ly obſerved by the Speaker, comes to a great ſum of money. | 

Mr. M Lene thought the delicacy neceflary to be obſerved on a queſ- 
tion of power, ſhould induce gentlemen to vote in the negative if they 


heſitated - becauſe if they acted contrary, it would be telling the world 


that the Houſe poſſeſſed a power hitherto unjuſtly exerciſed by Council. 


The gentleman from the city obſerved that we have had time to be 


prepared on this ſubject ; I allow we have fo, if it was poſſible to con- 
ceive that the Committee would report in the manner this has done; 


or if it can be ſaid there has been time enough ſince yeſterday, when 


the report was firſt laid on the table. For my own part I am not 
aſhamed to declare J have not had time, tho*' I do not wiſh to delay 


the public buſineſs ſo far as I can judge the reſolution is entirely im- 


proper, and ought not to be agreed to. | 
The queſtion on the reſoluticn was put, when the yeas and nays 
were called, and are | . - 
YEAS, Meflrs. Clymer, Fitzſimons, Hilizheimer, Lewis, Robinſon, 


Saller, Logan, Peters, Wynkoop, Chapman, Foulke, Upp, Ralſton, Moore, 


Thomas, Evans, Willing, Whelen, Lowry, Hubley, Work, Erb, M'Lel- 

tn; Lilly, Maclay, White, Lollar, Richards, Carſon, Schott, —3o. 
NAYS. Meſſrs. Clemſon, Hophins, M. Mitchell, Reed, Clingan, 

D. Mitchell, Beale, Kennedy, Oliver, G. Heifter, Kreemer, Dawit, 


Sands, Trexler, Burthalier, Piper, Findley, Barr, Irvine, Alliſon, 


Wright, Flennaken, Philips, Gilchriſt, NM Lene, M'Calmont, Riffe, Rit- 
ten honſe.— 30. | 7. 


The votes being equal, it lay with the Spcaker to decide, which, 


he did in the affirmative. 
Adjourned until half paſt nine to-morrow, A, M. 
SATURDAY, November 10, 1787, A. M. 

Mr. Piper preſented a petition from a number of the inhabitants of 
Ayre townſhip, in Bedford county, praying to be annexed to Franklin, 
as more convenient to them. Ordered to lie on the table. 
Mr. Mynkoop preſented the petition of Philip Dick and Catharine 
his wife, taken from the files of the late Houſe, ſtating his having legal- 
Jy tende red a debt to John Pemberton, during the late war, and lodged 

| | | the 
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the ſame in the public treaſury, and that now he is proſecuted for the 
ſame, and praying relief in the premiſes. 15 

i „ _ . Ordered to lie on the table. 
Col. Hubly preſented a report of the Committee on the petition 
ſubſcribed by the truſtees of Franklin College in the borough of Lan- 
caſter, recommending to the Houſe a compliance with the prayer of 
the petitioners. | | Ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. M*Lene conſidered himſelf bound to ſtate ſome facts to the Houſe, 
on which they might take ſuch order as they pleaſed. He was aſked 
by the Speaker if it related to the order of the day, which was the elec- 
tion of a treaſurer for the enſuing year? Mr. M'Lene anſwered in the 
negative; when Mr. Wynkoop, from a deſire to hear what laboured in 
the member's mind, moved to poſtpone the order of the day, with an 
intention to permit the member to relate what he was defirous of. 

Whereupon, the order of the day was poſtponed ; when Mr. M'Le-ze 
proceeded to relate how the Houſe in which he lodged was attacked by 
a mob laſt Tueſday night: This being a diſagreeable circumſtance, the 
members, his fellow-lodgers, and ſome members of the Executive Coun- 
cil who were with them, had conſulted and concluded upon the propri- 
ety of bringing it to the notice of the Houſe, that they might ſhew their 
diſapprobation of ſuch conduct if they diſapproved. The deſign of the 
rioters he could not aſcertain, unleſs it was to put them in fear of 
their lives; however be it as it might, after the deliberation which they 
had among themſelves, he conceived it his duty to ſtate it to the Houſe, 
and he did not heſitate to believe it would meet with their diſappro- 
bation. | 

Mr, Findlcy was one of the lodgers at Major Boyd's, and could aſ- 
ſure the Houſe of the truth of what the gentleman had ſtated - but they 
had gone further, and ſhould ſupport it by the teſtimony of two gentle- . 
men who had ſworn to the facts on this occaſion. _ | 

Whereupon he handed the depoſitions to the chair of THE HonoRa- 
BLE JOHN Beard, Eſq. and Major ALEXANDER Boyp, which 
being ſeverally read, as follows: - : 

Philadelphia, ff. 

e On this ninth day of November, A. D. 1787, before me Plun- 
ket Fleeſon, Eſq. being one of the juſtices of the peace in and for 
the city and county of Philadelphia, and refiding in the ſaid city, 
cometh the Hon. John Beard, who is one of the members of the Su- 
5 Executive Council of this Commonwealth, and the ſaid John, 

eing duly ſworn on the holy goſpel, doth depoſe, teſtify and fay, 
that he this deponent doth lodge with Alexander Boyd, and that being 
in bed at the dwelling of the ſaid Alexander, in Sixth-Street from 
Delaware river, in the city of Philadelphia, on 'Tueſday night laſt, 
the 6th inftant, and being fallen aſleep he was diſturbed and awaked 
by a confuſed noiſe, at firſt ſeeming to him to be the report of guns 
fired, made by riotous perſons in the ftreet, at and near the ſame 
 dyeliing, and heard the glaſs of the lower ſtory of the houſe break- 


ing, 
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ing, by throwing of ſtpnes againſt the ſame ; that this deponent Rill 
lying in his bed and not riſing, heard ſome perſons in the ſtreet ſay 


< here the damned taſcals tive who ds all the miſchief,” or words to 
like effect. That the diſturbance aforeſaid, did not continue after 
this deponent awaked as aforeſaid, above a minute, after which this 


deponent heard- the rioters aforeſaid departing haſtily, as the ſound 
of their feet indicated, towards Mulberry-Street ; and that the Honor- 
able Fohn Smilie, and Abraham Smith, together auith James M*Calmont, 


James M. Lene, John Piper, aud William Findley, Efquires, repreſen- 


tatives in the general aſſembly of this Kate, do alſo lodge with the 


Said Alexander Boyd, and were all in bed, as this deponent hath 


good reaſon to believe, in the dwelling of the ſaid Alexander aforeſaid, 


at the time of the outrage and riot ſo as aforeſaid committed, and tor 


ther ſaith not. | 
Philadelphia, ſſ. 


* On this ninth day of November, in the year of our Lord one thou- 


ſand ſeven hundred and eighty ſeven, before me Plunket Fleeſon, Eſq. 


being one of the juſtices of peace, in the city and county of Philadel- 
| 3 reſiding in the {aid city cometh Aleæander Boyd, of Sixth-ftreet 
rom Delaware river in the ſaid city, Eſq. who being ſolemnly ſworn 


with uplifted hand, doth depoſe, teſtify and ſay, that on the night of 
Tueſday laſt, being the fixth of this preſent month of November, this 


deponent together with the honorable John Smilie, Fohn Beard and Abra- 


ham Smith, members of the Supreme Executive Council; and James 
M<Calmont, James McLean, John Piper, and William Findley, Eſquires, 
repreſentatives in the General Aſſembly of the ſtate of Pennſylvania, 


who lodge with this deponent, were gone to bed in his dwelling in 
Sixth-ſtreet aforeſaid ; that this deponent was fallen aſleep, when about 


twelve o'clock at midnight, a great noiſe in the adjoining ſtreet awak- 
ed this deponent, who thereupon immediately zzumped out of his bed, 
and raiſing the ſaſh of a window towards the ſtreet of the third floor of 
the Houſe, he ſaw a conſiderable number of men in the ſtreet, of whom 
twelve or fifteen were nigh to the door of this deponent's dwelling, and 


that divers of the perſons, ſo as aforeſaid aſſembled, did then and there 


ſpeak reproachfully of the gentlemen who were lodged with this depo- 
nent, and did ſay that here is the Houſe where the damned raſcals 
lodge who do all the devilment, or words to the like effect; 3 


that they ought ta be all hanged. That hearing the window r:ſe an 


ſeeing this deponent at the window, as this deponent believes, this de- 


ponent heard one of the ſame perſons ſay, there is one of the damned raſ- 


cals putting his head out of the window. That a man who lives nigh to 


this deponent, at this moment coming cut of this dwelling, and ap- 


proaching the mob aforeſaid, the perſons who compoſed the ſame, 
ran northerly towards Mulberry-ſtreet, and this deponent ſaw them no 
more. That this deponement was awaked as aforeſaid, by the noiſe 


aforeſaid, and by the throwing of large ſtones againſt the front door 
of his dwelling, ſome of which ftones drove in the ſaſh over me ſame , 
Dor” 
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Aoor and fell in his entry, and one of them was at leaſt ex Founds in 
weight. And that this deponent was not able to diſtinguiſh any of 


the aforeſaid rioters, ſo as to know their names, or who they or any 


of them were. And further this deponent faith not.“ 

Mr. Kennedy if he was ſeconded, would preſent a reſolution on this 
ſubjeR, which he had in his poſſeſſion ; he was ſeconded by Mr, M*Cal- 
mont, and the motion was read as follows : | | 

Whereas it appear to this Houſe, by the complaint of divers of the 
members ſupported by the affidavits of the honorable: John Beard, Eſq. 
and Major Alexander Boyd, that on the night of Tueſday the 6th day 
of November inſt. about midnight, a number of perſons unknown, 
committed à wiolent riot and moſt outrageous aſſault upon the dwelling- 

houſe of the ſaid Alexander Boyd, in which three of the members of the 
honorable Supreme Executive Council and four of the members of this 
Houſe lodged, and were there abead and afleep (until awaked by the 
ſaid rioters) at the ſame time throwing out the net indecent and wioleut 
threats and abuſe towards the ſaid members, to the great contempt of 
this government, and eſpecially of the ſaid Supreme Executive Council 
and this Houſe, therefore, | | 

Reſolved, That the ſaid affidavit be tranſmitted to his Excellency 
the Preſident in Council, and that it be recommended to his Excellen- 
cy and the honorable members of the ſaid Supreme Executive Council, 


to offer a reward by proclamation of pounds, for diſcovering 
of the perpetrators of the ſaid outrage and contempt, ſo that they may” 
be brought to puniſhment, or of pounds for the diſcovery of 


any one of them; and that this Houſe will provide for the payment of 


the ſaid rewards ; and that it be alſo recommended to the Supreme Ex- 
ecutive Council to direct the Attorney-General to proſecute the ſaid 
rioters, and every of them, when diſcovered. | | 

Mr. Clymer was of opinion, that this Houſe ought not to be back- 
ward in exprefling their diſapprobation of ſuch conduct as was alleged 
by the members who agel at the Honſe of Mr. Boyd; but he ap- 
prehended it was not proper to take any notice of the members of Coun- 
cil, becauſe that branch of the government would attend to what reſ- 
pected their own body, for which reaſon he conclud& that part of the 
_ reſolution that related to them ought to be omitted. | 
Mr. Peters, I am extremely willing that the Houſe ſhould expreſs 


every degree of diſapprobation that is proper, as I think ſuch outrage ' 


very ſcandalous. I have no doubt but the gentlemen on this floor are 
diſpoſed to do whatever is right; but as it is a new ſubject, I ſhould 
with the members to conſent to allow us a little time to conſider what 
is proper to be done; ſome amendment or alteration may be neceſſary, 
and I leave it to the gentlemen to ſay how far it may anſwer their own 
views, to have it gone into with ſome degree of deliberation ; for my 
own part, I am not preparcd to vote, as I have not made up my mind 
further than that it was a very ſcandalous thing ; therefore I hope 
for a little time, either by poſtponing or deferring the motion for ano- 
ther time, | Mr. 
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Mr. Fitz/imons had no doubt but the Houſe would ſhew a diſappro- 
bation of the conduct of any perſon, who ſhould act in the unwarranta- 
ble manner which the people are alleged to have done on Tueſday 
night ; but he thought the buſineſs was introduced in a way not com- 
mon, beſide it was improper for the Houſe to go fo far as the reſolu- 
tion extended; if the Houſe had cognizance of the crime, it could ex- 
tend no further than to their own members, and the rioters could only 
be puniſhed by them for a breach of privilege, the other matter muſt 
be left to the laws; he obſerved alſo, that the preamble did not agree 
with the ſubſequent matter, and therefore 1t ought to be committed ; 
for as a ſolemn act of this Houſe, it ought to be done with correctneſs, 
eſpecially as it is to be a reflection upon the po/zce of the city of Philadel- 
phia, which is ſo trammeled as not to poſſeſs the power of keeping good 
order within its limits; for theſe reaſons fir I ſhall move you that the 
motion and afidavits be committed. - 3 5 

Mr. Clymer ſeconded the motion to commit, as he obſerved the 
Houſe were to aſſent to a number of facts without their knowledge, 
and which reſpected members of the Executive Council as much as the 
members of the Houſe. 
Mr. M<Lexe hoped the Houſe would not agree to commit, whenever 
a poltponement ee buſineſs was propoſed to the Houſe; if it was 
ſupported by any ſubſtantial reaſon, he ſhould have no objection; but 
the reaſons now aſſigned were of no weight, as on this occaſion the 


matter is ſimply this, that I with the Houſe to ſhew an early diſappro- 


hation if they diſapprove; and J lament that it was fo long neglected, 
1 did think of bringing it before the Houſe yeſterday, but it ſeem- 
ed that we had other bu ſineſs which occupied all our time and prevented 
me; now the gentlemen ſay, they will not with to delay the buſineſs ; 
if any thing is improper in the language of the motion, amendments 
can be propoſed at the table, and all proper altcrations can be adopt- 
ed. I think the Houſe cannot adopt proper meaſures too ſoon on this 
occaſion, nor can I be ſo uncharitable as to think it is the wiſh or in- 
tention of any gentleman iu this Houſe to give it the go-by. : 
Mr. Lexis. It is ſometimes impoſſible to make up one's mind on 
an important ſubjec? the moment it is offered to conſideration: The 
one now introduced has occupied very little of any former attention 
of mine, and I muſt own I do not feel a wiſh to be compelled to a de- 
cifion, until I have had a little more time to examine how the queſtion 
ſtands, I obſerve the gentleman has in ſome degree blamed himſelf 
for the delay of the buſineſs to this tine; he who has had ſo much 
time to conſider, will no doubt acquieſce in indulging others with 
the ſame; at preſent, I labour under ſome difficulty about the propri- 
ety of our interfering, if it is to be confidered merely as an outrage ; 
the laws of the land are fully adequate to its puniſhment ; but if it is 
to be conſidered as a breach of privilege, the puniſhment muſt be h 
the Houſe ; if this is the point of view in which it is ſet, I think the 
offenders ought to be enquired after and puniſhed ſeverely ; be the 
| 7 crime: 
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erime which it may, I am clear it deſerves correction, and no doubt 
but what there will be a proper diſpoſition to inflict it. 


* 


The Speaker would juſt ſuggeſt to the Houſe, if the complaint was 
underſtood to be a breach of privilege, the propriety of ordering the 
Attorney-General to proſecute, when the cognizance was only in tie. 
General Aſſembly. | | | —* 1 5 
Mr. Fiizſimons. If this Houſe fir enters into a reſolution, which is 
to affect the police of the city of Philadelphia, and to affect it in a very 
diſagreeable manner, on what grounds are we to ſtand ? is a partial 
affidayit—an affidavit perhaps infufficient of itſelf to convict any per- 
ſon before any of your courts of juſtice, to be the cauſe of ſuch deci- 
fion ? 'The gentleman does not think it a matter of little conſequence 
to affix a ſtigma upon the citizens, without hearing one word in their 
defence, or Without receiving that kind of evidence neceſſary to ſupport 
the charge of the verieſt petit larceny. The recommendation of a pro- 
ſecution to Council, ſhould be extremely well-grounded, before it is 
entered into, and the Houſe ought to have aſcertained the facts, and 
be well ſatisfied of the truth ; if this 1s not done already, the Houſe 
muſt ſee the neceſſity for committing in order to effect it. The gen- 
tleman ſays he hopes we have no wiſh to give the buſineſs the go-by— 
that is not the queſtion fir, but we are determined to meet every thing fairs 
Iy, and do what on due deliberation ſhall be Judged proper; theſe are 
the reaſons which occur to me to prove it neceſſary to commit ; but I 
can aſſure the gentleman I have no intention to give it the go-by. I 
only wiſk to do what is right, and until laſt evening, I never heard that 
ſuch a thing had happened. . 
Mr. Findley was of opinion, from the precedents in parliament 
which he had conſulted, that nothing more was neceſſary than the 
complaint of a member riſing in his place; and that offering the af- 
fidavits of the two gentlemen who had ſworn to the inſulting lan- 
guage offered us, was wholly out of the queſtion, or more than was 
neceſſary, in caſe of a breach of privilege. I ſay from the cuſtom of 
parliament nothing more is neceſſary, than for the members to com- 
plain af the inſult; the affidavits were taken in order to make the 
cCharge more permanent. I only mention this, becauſe it has been 
thought that an enquiry into the truth of the facts ſtated, ſhould take 
place by a Committee before the Houſe decided. 

Mr. Fitzfmens had been abſent when the buſineſs was introduced. 
and knew nothing of the affidavits, or of any complaint made by the 
members ; he juſt came in when the motion made by Mr. Kennedy 
was reading. EE ge 
Mr. Peters wanted to know what to do; he had ſo little time to 
conſider, that he could not make up his mind, on what would be 
the proper mode to purſue this buſineſs in ; he was very far from the 
wiſh infinuated by the member from Franklin (Mr. M' Lene) of giv- 
ing it the go-by—but ſurely the gentleman might agree to allow. 
him time to conſider how to act, and ſaffer the motion to be 5 

| Mitte 


motion and affidavits be committed. 
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Mr. Fits ſimons had no doubt but the Houſe would ſhew a difappro« 
bation of the conduct of any perſon, who ſhould act in the unwarranta- 
ble manner which the people are alleged to have done on Tueſday 
night ; but he thought the buſi neſs was introduced in a way not com- 
mon, beſide it was improper for the Houſe to go fo far as the reſolu - 
tion extended ; if the Houſe' had cognizance of the crime, it could ex- 
tend no further than to their own members, and the rioters could only 
de puniſhed by them for a breach of privilege, the other matter muſt 

be left to the laws; he obſerved allo, that the preamble did not agree 
with the ſubſequent matter, and therefore it ought to be committed; 
for as a ſolemn act of this Houſe, it ought to be done with correctneſs, 
_ eſpecially as it is to be a reflection upon the police of the city of Philadel- 
phia, which is ſo trammeled as not to poſſeſs the power of keeping good 
order within its limits ; for theſe He fir I ſhall move you that the 


Mr. Clymer ſeconded the motion to commit, as he obſerved the 
Houſe were to aſſent to a number of facts without their knowledge, 
and which reſpected members of the Executive Council as much as the 
members of the Houſe. 0 : 

Mr. M Lene pep the Houſe would not agree to commit, whenever 
a poſtponement of any buſineſs was da to the Houſe; if it was 
ſupported by any ſubſtantial reaſon, he ſhould have no objection; but 
the reaſons now aſſigned were of no weight, as on this occaſion the 
matter is ſimpl y this, that I wiſh the Houſe to ſhew an early diſappro- 
bation if they diſapprove; and I lament that it was fo long neglected, 
I did think of bringing it before the Houſe yeſterday, but it ſeem- 
ed that we had other buſineſs which occupied all our time and prevented 
me; now the gentlemen ſay, they will not with to delay the buſineſs ; 
if any thing is improper in the language of the motion, amendments 
can be propoſed at the table, and all proper altcrations can be adopt- 
ed. I think the Houſe cannot adopt proper meaſures too ſoon on this 
occaſion, nor can I be ſo uncharitable as to think it is the with or in- 
tention af any gentleman iu this Houſe to give it the go-by. 

Mr. Lexis. It is ſometimes impoſſible to make u p one's mind on 
an important ſubje&®' the moment it is offered to conſideration : The 
one now introduced has occupied very little of any former attention 
of mine, and I muſt own I do not feel a wiſh to be compelled to a de- 
ciſion, until I have had a little more time to examine how the queſtion 
ſtands. I obſerve the gentleman has in ſome degree blamed himſelf 
for the delay of the buſineſs to this tine; he who has had ſo much 


time to conſider, will no doubt acquieſce in indulging others with 


the ſame; at preſent, I labour under ſome difficulty about the propri- 
ety of our interfering, if it is to be conſidered merely as an outrage ; 
the laws of the land are fully adequate to its puniſhment ; but if it is 
to be confidered as a breach of privilege, the puniſhmeat muſt be by 
the Houſe ; if this is the point of view in which it is ſet, I think the 
elfenders ought to be enquired after and puniſhed ſeverely ; be the 
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erime which it may, I am clear it deſerves correction, and no doubt 
but what there will be a proper diſpoſition to inflict it. 
The Speaker would juſt ſuggeſt to the Houſe, if the com laint was 
underſtood to be a breach of privilege, the propriety of ordering the 
Attorney-General to proſecute, when the cognizance was only in tie 
General Aﬀembly, | | Er on 
Mr. Fitzſimont. Tf this Houſe fir enters into a reſolution, which is 
to affect the police of the city of Philadelphia, and to affect it in a very 
diſagreeable manner, on what 1 1 e are we to ſtand ? is a partial 
affidayit—an affidavit perhaps infufficient of itſelf to convict any per- 
fon before any of your courts of juſtice, to be the cauſe of ſuch deci- 
fion ? 'The gentleman does not think it a matter of little conſequence 
to affix a ſtigma upon the citizens, without hearing one word in their 
defence, or Without receiving that kind of evidence neceſſary to ſupport 
the charge of the verieſt petit larceny. The recommendation of a pro- 
ſecution to Council, ſhould be extremely well-grounded, before it is 
entered into, and the Houſe ought to have aſcertained the facts, and 
be well ſatisfied of the truth ; it this is not done already, the Houſe 
muſt ſee the neceſſity for committing in order to effect it. The gen- 
tleman ſays he hopes we have no wiſh to give the buſineſs the go-by— 
that is not the queſtion fir, but we are determined to meet every thing fairy 
Iy, and do what on due deliberation ſhall be judged proper; theſe are 
the reaſons which occur to me to prove it neceſſary to commit; but I 
can aſſure the gentleman J have no intention to give it the go-by. I 
only wiſh to do what is right, and until laſt evening, I never heard that 
ſuch a thing had happend. „ 
Mr. Findley was of opinion, from the precedents in parliament 
which he had conſulted, that nothing more was neceſſary than the 
complaint of a member riſing in his place; and that offering the af- 
fidavits of the two gentlemen Who had ſworn to the inſulting lan- 
guage offered us, was wholly out of the queſtion, or more than was 
neceſſary, in caſe of a breach of privilege. I ſay from the cuſtom of 
parliament nothing more is neceſſary, than for the members to com- 
plain af the inſult; the affidavits were taken in order to make the 
_ Charge more permanent. I only mention this, becauſe it has been 
thought that an enquiry into the truth of the facts ſtated, ſhould take 
place by a Committee before the Houſe decided. 
Mr. Fitsſimons had been abſent when the buſineſs was introduced, 
and knew nothing of the affidavits, or of any complaint made by the 
members ; he juſt came in when the motion made by Mr. Kennedy 
was reading. „„ 5 
Mr. Peters wanted to know what to do; he had ſo little time to 
conſider, that he could not make up his mind, on what. would be 
the proper mode to purſue this buſineſs in; he was very far from the 
with inſinuated by the member from Franklin (Mr. M' Lene) of . 8 
ing it the go-by—but ſurely the gentleman might agree to allow. 
him time to conſider how to act, and ſuffer the motion to be comp 
N 4 mitted 
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mitted for that purpoſe, as well as to examine how far there was 4 
*necellity for amendment. ., © _ 5 3 
Mr. Fits ſimons wiſhed it to be committed in order to have the facts 
aſcertained from the evidence of the members. He apprehended the 
gentlemen need not fear but the Houſe would act with propriety in 
their caſe, after they had conſidered what that propriety was. 
Mr. Chmer was ſtruck with the inaccuracy of the ſtyle in which | 
the motion was framed, and he ſuſpected that the neceſſary accur 
raey could not be obtained by looſe amendments propoſed at the 
table. The gentleman who introduced the matter, and he who preſſ- 
ed the immediate adoption, will both recollect that it is not the act 
of an individual, but the act of the Houſe if adopted; and that 
neither of them would be ſpecially anſwerable for the ill manner in 
which he conceived it to be drawn. | - 9 
Mr. Kennedy did not wiſh to hurry the matter, but he thought the 
object of the motion was pretty well underſtood ; but if it was ſo in- 
accurately drawn as to make it neceſſary to refer it to a Commit- 
tee for correction, he hoped the gentleman who diſcovered its faults 
might be appointed as one of the Committee, | 1 
Mr. Clymer hoped he ſhould not, 5 N 
Mr. M*Lene was not particularly concerned in the matter, and 
therefore would ſay no more, but the Houſe might commit or ne- 
pert it altogether as they ſaw fit. He ſhould only juſt mention, that 
he introduced it to know if the gentlemen were equally ſolicitous with 
himſelf in ſupporting the honor of the Houſe—as an individual he was 
. regardleſs of the inſult, but the objection that the members of Council 
ought not tobe noticed, who were equally inſulted, he did notunderftand ; 
however he believed that body would take meaſures to ſupport their, 
own dignity, and had indeed began ; therefore he apprehended a delay 


of the buſineſs in the Houſe would be telling the world, that this Houſe - 


was not inclined to ſecure the ſafety of its members from the violence 


___ of a mob. | 


Mr. Fitzſimons begged leave to aſk the gentlemen whether Council 
had not actually determined on the ſubject before the Houſe ; he un- 
derſtood they had—but no doubt that gentleman has more certain in- 
formation. — | 

Mr. M Lene declared he did not know that they had. 

The queſtion on commitment was taken, and the yeas and nays were 
as follows: 5 ; 5 

 YEAS. Meſſrs. Clymer, Fitzſimons, Hillzheimer, Lewis, Will, Ro- 
Binſon, Salter, Logan, Peters, Wiynkoop, Foulke, Upp, Ralſton, Moore, 
T homas, Evans, Willing, I Helen, Lowrey, Hubley, Work, Erb, Hop- 
kins, N. Mitchell, M'Lellan, Lelly, Reed, Clingan, Trexler, Riffe, 
Maclay, Carſon and Schott, —99. | 1 
NA VS. Meſſrs. Chapman, Clemſon, D. Mitchell, Beale, Kennedy, 
Oliver, G. Heißer, Kreemer, Davis, Sands, Burkhalter, Piper, M bite, 
Findl:y, Barr, Irvine, M Doavel, Allifou, W: right, 9 Phi- 
| es , 
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ies, Gilchrifl, M'Lene, M'Calmont, Lollar, Richards, Rittenhouſe, Mi- 
ley,. Clark and Daviſon,—9go. 3 | | 

Whereupon it was referred to the following gentlemen to make re- 
report: | 
Nleſrs. Peters, Clymer, Lollar, Rittenhouſe and G. Heiſter. 

Mr. Fitzſimons thought it would be proper, and abſolutely neceſſary, 
that the members who complaind of the infult ſhould expreſs preciſely” 
what abuſe they had received, in order that the Committee might be 
| able to ſtate their report upon ſome poſitive foundation, and that the 
Houſe might the better determine how far they, were right. 

Mr. Findl:y, one of Major Boyd's lodgers, informed the Houſe, 
that he had already mentioned the ſtatement to be juſt as declared by. 
the member from Franklin (Mr. M'Lene.) There were two other 
members that lodged with them, who might declare alſo. 


Mr. M*Calmont, another of the Major's lodgers, ſaid he agreed alſo 
to the general ſtatement which had been made to the Houſe. © . 
And Colonel Piper, the other of Major Boyd's lodgers, joined and 
corroborated the ſtatement as made by his colleagues; he added, that 
he was aſleep, but awaked by the noiſe of the ſtones thrown, as. he aps, 
prehended againſt the doors and windows, and, in the morning when 
he got up he found the door much hurt, and the glaſs broke to pieces 
that was over the door, and lying all ſtrewed in the entry, with a num- 
ber of ſtones that had broke through. „„ a 
He alſo obſerved, a few minutes after, that the clock ſtruck twelve. 
The report of the Committee appointed to report rules and regula- 
tions for the government of the Houſe, read yeſterday, was read a ſe- 
cond time and adopted, |  _ | a 
The report of the Committee on the petition of Alexander M Dow- 
ell, was alſo read a ſecond time, and En, 
Reſolved, That a Committee be appointed to bring in a bill to au- 
thoriſe Council to draw an order on the treaſurer for 791, 108. to be 
paid the ſaid Alexander. | „ 
Ordered, That Meſſrs. Barr, M Dowell and Clark, be a Committee 
for bringing in a bill agreeably to the reſolution. : | 
The Se on the petition of inſolvent debtors made report, 
which was by ſpecial order read a ſecond time ; whereupon, 
Reſolved, That a Committee be appointed to bring in a bill to af- 
ford relief to Charles Buzelot, James Young and Antonie Baſtine, 
reſpectively, agreeably to the prayers of their petitions. 
Reſolved, 'That a Committee be appointed to bring in a bill for the 
purpoſe of extending to Thomas M'Intire, the benefit of the ſeveral 
acts of Aſſembly made for the relief of inſolvent debtors. „ 
Ordered, That the Committee who made the report, be directed ta 
bring in bills accordingly. | | | | 
Agreeably to the order of the day, the Houſe proceeded to the elec- 
tion of a treaſurer to this ſtate, and the ballots. being taken, it appear- 
ed that David Rittenhouſe, Eſq. was unanimouſly elected. | 
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84. _. DEBATES of the GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

The Committee to whom was referred this forenoon the motion re- 
ſpecting the inſult offered to ſome members of this Houſe, made report 
by their Chairman, Mr. Clymer; who obſerved, that the Committee 


had ſhewn a diſpoſition to pay every attention to the ſubject, yet had 


not delayed for a moment making their report, The repozt was read | 

2s follows: og on Og T1 3 
The Committee to whom was referred the motion made by Mr. 

| Kennedy, reſpecting the inſult offered to ſome members of this Houſe, 


propoſe the following reſolotion: 


© Whereas complaint has been made to this Houſe by James M-Cal- 8 
mont, James M Lene, John Piperand William Findley, Eſquires, mem» _ 
bers thereof, that on the night of Tueſday the 6th inſtant, the Houſe 


of Major Boyd, of this city, in which they reſided, was riotouſly attack- 
eck by a number of perſons to them unknown, and themſelves abuſed” 
and inſulted by reproachful language 5 
| "Reſolved, That ſuch outrageous proceedings is highly diſapproved 
of hy this Houſe, and is a breach of the privilege of its members, 
Reſolved, Thar this reſolution be cated to the honorable the 
Supreme Executive Council, together with the affidavits which the ſaid , 
members have thought proper to produce on the ſubject, and be requeſ- 
ted to iffue a proclamation, offering ſuch rewards as they may deem 
neceflary, for apprehending the perpetrators of the ſaid outrage; in 
order that they may be brought to puniſhment. CO Ch 
Mr. Peters thought it would be more honerable to the gentleman to 
have the Houſe decide upon that complaint, as coming from them- 
ſelves ; but he confeſſed he was at a loſs to ſay whether the inſult was a 
breach of privilege or not, becauſe he did not know whether they were 


abuſed for their conduct as members, either in the pre/ext Houſe or in 


tlie farmer one, or whether the abuſive language alluded to them, or 
the members of Council who were their fellow-lodgefs. 


* 1 * 


Mr. M Leue defired the latter part of Mr. Kennedy's motion, and 


the latter part of the report to be both read, and then enquired what 
reaſon had induced the Committee to leave out that reſolution, which 
directed Council to order the Attorney-General to proſecute. 


2 - 


Mr. Clymer. It was the idea of the Committee that Council would 
order it without direction; and indeed it appears to be a matter of 
courſe, in conſequencè of offering a reward for the apprehenſion of the 

ridters. = ©. 2 r ; THEIR bt g ! ; 3 l | FA : = | 

Mr. M*Lene was not ſatisfied with the reaſon affigned by the gen- 

tleman, and therefore moved that a reſolution to this effect might be 

added to the report of the Committe. 
Reſolved, I hat it be alſo recommended to the Supreme Executive 

Council, to direct the Attorney-General to proſecute the ſaid rioters, 

and every os tem, eeeesdkl. 

Mr. itz fimons ſubmitted, with deference to the Houſe, whether it 
would not be beſt for the Legiſlature to attend to what related to 
themlelves, and not interfere with the executive in directing them 


no 
* 


CC !—ꝑ2— ̃ . ¶qx. . . NF DEen \ 5 


* 


JJ ß ̃ 0 ̃ͤ in Od 


- 
2 8 


of PenxsrTVIn Il. By 


to perform, what it will be their duty, to do. without any directions. 

Mr. Peters declared the reaſon for not mentioning in the report a 
proſecution for the outrage, was becauſe it was. conceived more proper to 
leave the puniſhment of that to the laws, which were fully adequate! 
to execute juſtice on. the offenders. 240 ; 


4 1 


Mr. M. Lene did not mean to preſs the amendment, but he conceĩved 
it would be very proper for the Houle, to expreſs fully their diſappro- 
bation ; and if they think the rioters ought to be puniſhed, it muſt cer- 


tainly be proper to arder a proſecution. n. 
Mr. Levis, Mr. Speaker, I am decidedly. againft the amendment 
_ propoſed by the member from Franklin, and I would beg; leave to of- 
fer my reaſons for this oppoſition. ; The offence. being of ſuch a-: nature. 
as to require; us to take unuſual means to. obtain 4 Knowledge of che 
offenders, and to make it perfectly adviſęable to offer a reward for their 
apprehenſion; and the diſpoſal. of all public manies whatſover being 
entirely with us, is the ground upon which I conceive the report of the 
Committee ſtands. It therein is ſtated, that a number of perſons, by 
abuſe and otherwiſe, had been guilty of a breach of, privilege, and in 
order to do juſtice to ourſelves and puniſh the perpetrators, Oounbil are 
called on to offer a reward; but when they . are. apprehended, before, 
whom are they to be brought for trial? and under what authority are, 
they to be puniſhed for their outrage? Does the gentleman. think 
the Attorney-General can be oppoſed to them for the crime mentioned 
in the report ?-I am ſure fir he cannot. The Attorney-General cannot, 
proſecute before any of your courts of juſtice, an offence which doth: - 
not belong to the cognizance of che courts, there fore be cannot proſegute 
the offenders for the crime mentioned by the Houſe in their directions 
Ihe report brings forward. a charge againſt the rioters, and this 
Houſe are deſired to go further, aſſent to the charge, and order the 
proſecution. I ſhall not mention now the inconſiſtency there appears, 
in ordering Council to perform what it muſt be their duty to do; If, 
as perhaps is the caſe, the offence may not amount to a breach of privi-1 
lege, for the treatment the gentlemen received perhaps was not offer-, 
ed to. them in conſequence. of their conduct as members of ibis Houſe, 
but on ſome other account. In this caſe it amounts to no more than, 
a high miſdemeanor, though of a very ſerious, nature; being an attack 
upon a perſon's dwelling at midnight. Now let me aſ how is this to 
be proſecuted? I ſhould imagine the report ſtates eyery thing that it | | 
is poſſible for us to do; at leaſt it requires every thing that we ought 1 
to do. The mean is adequate to the end; a reward is offered, and, 
there is no doubt but that it will be equal to the object in view. There 9 
is no doubt either but what the officers reſpectively will do their duty 8 | 


— 


when called upon to do it, without a ſpecial order of the Legiſlature. 

The gentleman recommends to the Supreme Executive Council, that 

thc, order the Attorney-General to Ks e ; this fir is what I hope 

8 this nor any future Houſe of. Aſſembly will ever. do. For it is:fuffici./, 
1 | EA | cnt 
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me from the weighty manner in which it was brought 
jeR to the trial from the prepoſſeſſion which the ju dges and jury muſt 
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ent that a man at the hour of trial has to defend himſelf againſt the 
injured laws of his country, without the extraordinary weight lying 
upon him of an order of the Legiſlature to his condemnation. It has 

been confidered (and juſtly confrdered) that an individual appears be- 


fore the tribunal of juſtice in unequal circumſtances to what the ſyſtem 


of our laws and conſtitution require, when the weight of a preju- 


dication of the repreſentatives of the ſtate, and the mandate of Coun- 


cil lay againſt him. It muſt be in the recollection of every gentleman, ' 
the precedent of "Timothy Matlack, late ſecretary to Council. I recol-* 


lect well being of counſel for him, that we complained much, and with 


reaſon of a ſimilar order of a former Houſe. I . juſtified | 
orward, to ob- 


ave received by that improper interference. The judges were of opini- 


on with me, that an individual has not a due equality, when he has not 


only to defend himſelf againſt what appears before the Court in the 
common courſe of law, but againſt all the weight of the moſt ſolemn 
and deliberate act which the Egillsture can offer againſt him. 
If che offence amounts to a breach of privilege fir, the attorney ge- 
neral cannot proſecute, becauſe the Hale itſelf will puniſh the per- 
etrators. If it is not a breach of privilege, but an infraction of your 
aws, thoſe laws will punifn With all feverity.——lIs the gentleman 
pprebenſive that Council will not do their is ? or does og IS 
the attorney general? has that officer ever given him reaſon to believe 


he ſhrinks from the weighty truſt repoſed in him; no fir, I dare anſwer 


a 


for him he will execute that truſt with his wonted abilities on the pre- 
ſent occafion, without- being ſtimulated by orders either from this 
Houſe or from the Executive Council. They will be proſecuted to 
conviction; if the evidence will ſupport the charge, without adding the 
ſolemnity of a deciſion of the Legiſlature againſt them; a deciſion 
I contend/ which no perſons ought to have to combat with on their 
trial, be they great or be they Fi be they great or be they 
ſmall, no man ought to lay under a ſtigma impoſed by the Legiſla- 
ture, until convicted in due courſe of law; it is unjuſt, and I ſin- 
cerely hope it never may be again attempted in this country, or any 
ey what, 4 52 9 6 1 

Mr. M. Lene hoped the Houſe would agree to the amendment 
he had propoſed, and not refuſe on account of the argument made 
uſe of by the gentleman laſt up, which if allowed muſt prove too much, 


as he ſays, he contended againft the cre 8 7 weight placed over 


the late Secreatry of Council] on his trial; but I apprehend there is a 
great difference between the ſettlement of an account, as was his caſe, 


and a violent and outrageous aſſault upon the members of govern- 


ment, as the preſent caſe. I ſay if his argument is allowed of any 
weight, it goes againſt the reſolutions and report altogether ; for if 


- a'perſon is not to have the reſolution of the Houſe againſt him, or- 
dering the Attorney General to proſecute, of what fignitication is it 


that 
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Mat you offer a reward to apprehend him? It amounts to nothing ts 
ſay the rioters may be brought before the Houſe; for as the Houſe 
mean to. rife in a few days, it is probable it may not be ſitting 


when they are apprehended ; He did not know what was meant to 
be done by the report, or why the reſolution he had propoſed to add 
was left out by the Committee; he hoped the. gentlemen had not 
an intention to ſcreen the offenders from any ' fort of puniſhment 
J + 44 15: 4 0 th | 1 
Mir. Leauit declared he had no intention to ſcreen any man from 
due puniſhment, who had been guilty of crimes either againſt an 
individual or againſt the honor and dignity of government; nor did 
his arguments leave room for ſuch an illiberal and unfounded inſinua- 
tion. To ſay that they prove, (if they prove any thing) that the 
whole eee A is wrong, I deny; and I truft every perſon who 
| hears me will join in that ſentiment. I will alſo ſay fir, that if 
that gentleman's arguments prove any thing, they prove that he either 
did not underſtand me or entirely and wilfolly perverts what he did 
underſtand. | Ze . 
I faid that the diſpoſal of the public money e to the Le- 
giſlature in all caſes whatſoever; that it was properly our duty to 
provide for, and direct a reward for the apprehenſion of the perpe- 


trators of the outrage; and as the violence was levelled at members 
of the Legiſlature, it n to call on the Executive Coun- 
eil to offer ſuch rewards ; but after having done this, in which I con- 


ceive at the preſent we are juſtifiable, ſhall we proceed further and 
add to the weight which is already againſt theſe men, that ſolemn 
and tremendous act by which we ordered the proſecution ? 

I conſidered the offenders guilty of crimes of ſuch magnitude, that 
they merit puniſhment ſeverely ; but I did not think & 4-6 was any 
ground to ſuppoſe the attorney general would be leſs alert in perfor- 
ming his duty, and rendering the ſtate thoſe ſervices for which his 
abilities ſo eminently qualify him, on this occafion, than on the many 


others entruſted to his care; nor did J think the Executive Council, 


from any thing which we have ſeen in their former conduct, needed 
to be urged in the defence of their own dignity, or in attending to 


the due execution of the law. 


I ſubmit it again, and I ſubmit it with confidence, whether my 
arguments can be tortured into the meaning which that gentleman was 


pleaſed to give them? and with equal confidence I ſubmit to this Houſe. 


whether the awful weight of violated laws are not ſufficient for the 
worſt of men to combat with? and whether it would not be ſubverſive 


of good government to exert ſuch an unuſual and objectional meaſure 


againſt any man, as a vote by the Legiſlature of the nature that is now 


propoſed ?—Becauſe it is putting a man upon his trial with the 5 apy | 


of a pre-determination made by the ſupreme authority of the land, and 


the minds of both judges and jury are warped accordingly : Becauſe 


every man mult be lead to conclude the perſon ſo circumitanced is guil- 
5 


t 
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y of What is alleged againſt him, and guilty too in the moſt unequis 
= al and decided —— Need 1 1 probability in fach Caſe 
there can be, of an acquittal even if the ſuſpected perſon is innocent? 
Now if the facts are as thus ſtated, and which I believe is undeni- 
able, and conſequences ſo unjuſt may reſult from them, can an advo- 
cate for ſuch dangerous meaſures be found within theſe walls ? If the 
perſons are gilty of the crimes brought againſt them and are convicted, 
they will be puniſhed according to thoſe laws which they have viola- 


ted. If they are apprehended and brought before this Houſe for the 


inſult offered againft its dignity, by the attack upon one or more of its 
members, the Houſe will puniſh them in an exemplary manner, be 
they who they may; for it was not only a riot, but an outrage of an 
apprivated nature, to attack a dwelling at that dead hour of the night; 


and inftead of wiſhing to ſcreen the perpetrators, I wiſh they may be 


puniſhed: in an examplary manner, to prevent ſuch dangerous prac- 
tices in fature ; but I do not wiſh to direct the attorney General or 
Council how to act, as in the one caſe, namely, breach of privilege, 
they cannot interfere, and in the other it would be unwarrantably cru- 
el, and contrary to the. magna charta of our Liberties laid down in the 
Conſtitution. Eo | V' 
Mr. Fitzfmons. There is in this caſe, Mr. Speaker, a clear diſtine- 


tion that the member from Franklin does not ſeem to take into conſi- 


deration. Ihe perſon who: ſhall be taken in conſequence of the pro- 
clamation which the Houſe is about to direct, will be brought before 
the Houſe, who are competent to inflict a proper puniſkment for the 
breach of privilege; conſequently we ſhould have no occaſion for 
the Attorney-General in this caſe. If they are to: be puniſhed for a 
violation of the laws, it will be a matter of courſe that the Attorney- 
General proſecutes on behalf of the Commonwealth; and is there any 
ground for apprehending a negle& in that officer? there can be no oc- 
cafion for us to direct Council to' ſtimulate him to do his duty. It muſt 
be a reflection on that gentleman, if the amendment is added to the 
report of the Committee, therefore I believe the Houſe will not agree 


to it. My worthy colleague has ſtated further and weighty objections, 


which no doubt will influence the Houſe to reje& the amendment, if 


the member who made it refuſes to withdraw it. 


Mr. Peters conceived it would be more honorable for the gentleman _ 
to have an-unanimons vote of the Houſe on this occaſion, than ſuffer a 


diviſion; for which: reaſon he hoped the motion for the amendment 
would be withdrawn, as he belived in that caſe the report of the Com- 
mittee would be generally agreed to. | 
Mr. Rabinſom marked the ſame diſtinction which had been drawn by 
the members from the city, and concluded that the Houſe muſt be 


purſuaded that the motion was nugatory in one caſe, and improper in 


the other, and moreover it muſt be grounded on a ſuſpicion of neglect 


both of Council and the attorney general, which was unwarrantable, 


as neither had hitherto given cauſe to believe they were regardleſs of 
T4 > | | their 


- their oaths—he hoped the gentleman. was ſofar canine of thi, a5 to 


8 


for him to have an unanimous vote of the Houſe, than a divided one; i; 


puniſhment; what reſpected the watesent we e law, he Was Willa 


fon, Moore, Thomas, Evans, Willing, M belen, Lowrey » Habley, Work, 


dues,” was read a ſecond time, and in part conſidered by paragraphs, .. 


it was before the former Houſe. 
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induce him to withdraw his motion. : 
Mr. M Lene looked upon himſelf entitled. to ſay. a few wende f He 
obſerved gentlemen had inſiſted much upon its being more honorable 


he would only obſerve it was not his honor as an individual which he 
ſought, but the honor of the Houſe ; and as for the hint thrown out, 
that the reſolution was Ag blame on the Executivę Council and 
Attorney-General, he did not ſee it in that light, nor had he any doubt 
but they would do their duty. He only wanted to know the diſpoſi-: 
tion of the Houſe, and whether they want theſe people to be puniſhed _ 

or not; as for the breach of privilege, if the Houſe allow the outrage 
to be of that nature, he hoped they would take care to inflict a pro 


to. leave the law to redreſs. 

The queſtion on the amendment was, now taken, and the yeas Hh 80 
nays being called, are as follows: 

YEAS. Meſſrs. V. Mitchell, 1 4, . Mitchell Beale, 3 
Oliver, G. Heiſter, Kreemer, 7 „Sands, Trexler, Burthalter, Piper, 
Findley, Barr, M'Dowell, Alliſon, Flenaten, Philips, . Gilchriſt, 
M'Lene, M'Calmont,,.. Lillar, Rittenhouſe, Miley, Clark So 

NAYS. Meflts..G. Clymer, Fitzfimons, Hiltzheimer, Leauis, Vill, 
Robinſon, Salter, Logan, Peters, Wynkoop, C hapman, Foulle, Upp, Rat. 


Clemſon, Erb, Hopkins, M Lellen, Maclay, I, 98s © I Irvine, Wi gr 4 R Sk 
255 5 abort, Dawviſon.—34. | x2 - 
So the amendment was loſt. | „ i 
The queſtion was now taken on the * which was = 
agreed to. 
> The report of the Cm read yeſterday, relative to the pur- 
chaſe of a tract of Connery on Lake Erie, Was, read a ſecond. time, 5 
and ordered to be poſtponed. . 
The, bill entitled = act for the MEE of RE CR and ven- 


When ſome difference ariſing upon a {mall amendment, it was propor- 
ſed by Mr. Logan to poſtpone, as the gende en did not ſeem prepared . 
to decide upon it. | 

Mr, Fitzſimons thought the gentleman did not ſpeak for bimſelf, 
when he aſſigned that reaſon for delay —becauſe if he recollected right, „ 
that gentleman had been heard more than once upon this ſubject when. . 1 


Di 


Mr., Kennedy thought many of the members wete unacquainted with 


the ſubject, and therefore he would join in the poſtponement, but Z [ f 
would move that it be made he order of the day for Tueſday. | ENS, ; 

Mr. M*Lene declared in favor of the motion, and complained of 1 
the bill as a grievance to the > GR ec if it PRs as it now | "2 
ſtood ; r | H 


J Ordered, 


3 


0 
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Ordered; that the further conſideration thereof de poſtponed, and ie 


be made the order of the day for Tueſday" next. 


The followin bills being brought i in engrofſed, were pe om 5 


pared at the le, 3 into laws, and the Speaker directed to 
ſign the lade: 1 15 


«Ar act to provide-for the wages of tes Gerber of the Nate Cen- po 
vention, and to defray the 'expences of holding the ſame.” : 
An act for furniſhing tlie quota of troops required by Congreſs 


| for the- protection of the Wetter frontiers; and other prirpotes there- 25 
| in mentioned. 


Ordered; that Mr. Lilley 2 0 Mr. Clisgan be a Committee to af. 
fix the ſeal to the laws wRich have or may be enacted by this Houſe. 
Mr. Lollar from the Committee of accounts made report, that the 
Committee, agreeably to the direction of the Houſe, ha proceeded to 
burn the paper money, and hoped to finiſh the Le 20,000 = gens 3 


La hers had deſtroyed as follow: 


6400 bills, of 20% each, 7 is We Ge” 


4680 do. '15/ 30 
e gets 45 4 Drbd > 
H OOO DE 
„„ $ - : 006. | oral Los 
e DO agen 


ng to 4. 11,450 0 
Which was ora t to be entered on the minutes, as part of the 1 re- 
port of that Committee. 
Adjourned until Monday, three o Lek pl M. 
Moxpay, November 10, 1787, A A. M. | 
The Houſe met eee to den ee | 95 


4%; 


Luzerne, And p ZI, that a an adequate hier may be 55 
cla 


Ordered, That it be dead. together with all til papers on ts | 
files of the late and preſent Houſe of Aſſembly relative to the ſame fub- 
ject, to the Committee appointed on the Wyoming buſineſs, to report 
thereon. + 

Mr. Clarke preſented a petition from ninety citizens of this ſtat, 
praying the price of unlocated lands in the back parts of this ſtate 

may bb reduced. Ordgred to lie on the table. 

Mr. Logan pre ſented the petition of John 1 Latour, pray ing a 
eompenſation for his ſervices and expences during the late war. 

By, ſpecial order the Tame was read a ſecond time, and referred to 
* Committee on claim. 5 The 


im- © 


at 
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The petition of Philip Dick and his wife, read November 10, 
was read a ſecond time, and referred to the ſame Committe. 
The petition from the inhabitants of Ayre Townſhip, in Bedford 
County, read on Saturday laft, was referred to Meſſrs Hubley, Da- 
viſon and Irvine, to report thereon, © e 
Mr. Clymer made a further report from the Wyoming company, 
which by ſpecial order was read a ſecond time; whereuponn 
Reſolved, that from the firſt day of March next until the firſt day 
of September, the Commiſfoners appointed under the act for con- 
_ firming the Connecticut claims in the County of Luzerne, do receive 
all ſuch claims for lands in ſaid County coming under the de- 
fcriptions in the act as admiſſable, and which 15 not have been 
preſented to them before the expiration of the term now limit- 
ed by law for that purpoſe; and that a Committee be appointed to 
bring in a bill accordingly ; whereupon LI”. 
Ordered, that the Wyoming-Commuttee be a Committee to bring in 
a bill conformably to the foregoing reſolution, 5 4 
I he report of the ſame Committee, read November 3 (ſee page 42) 
was read a ſecond time and adopted; CT EEK 5 
* Ordered, that the laſt named Committee bring in à bill accor - 
dingly. et of | | 
: 5H Fisfimens, Chairman of the Committee on ways and means, 
had juſt received from the*Comptroller General a ſtatement of the 
finances of the Commonwealth of Pennſylvania, which he would lay 
on the table and ſubmit to the Houſe, whether they would order it 
to be printed, as it was lengthy and muſt take up ſome time in 
getting executed, it might not be better to reſt it in the hands of 
the Committee, to enable them to report early. The Houſe dire&t- 
ed, that 130 copies ſhould be printed for the accommodation of 
the members. Fe Tr Oh 5 Tl 1 
On motion of Col. Hublæy, the report on the petition of the 
truſtees of Franklin College was read a ſecond time ; whereupon, 
| | Refolved, that a Committee be appointed to bring in a bull, to 
veſt the public ſtore in the town of Lancaſter, and two lots of ground 
on which the ſame is erected, in the truſtees of Franklin College, 
for the uſe thereof. | as OE | | 
Ordered, that the Committee who made report, prepare a bill ac- 
cordingly. | | 3, „ 0 
The report of the Committee read November q, relative to the 
purchaſe of a tract of country on Lake Erie (ſee page 52) was 
read a ſecond time. | | 
It was moved by Mr. Fitzſimons to. poſtpone the reſolution 
contained, in order to introduce the following : 
Reſolved, that the Supreme Executive Council be authoriſed. 
requeſted to obtain and lay before the General Aſſembly, a def 
tion of the lands lying Gre the north boundary of this 
and Lake Erie, with. an eftimate of the ſum neceſſary to accom 
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/ this ſtate. He thought a reſolution of this kin would be better than 

to go at once into the purchaſe, without knowing what it was to be; SD 

or whether the ability of the ſtate. could accompliſh it. The mode he PE, 
propoſed was no doubt more rational, eſpecially if the Houſe confi- 
dered the preſent deranged ſituation of our finances, which perhaps 
could not enable them to make the purchaſe, even if it was agreed to 


— . —— LOOSE OI” 


F : 


be W 1 8 = Aptos 
A ſmall amendment was made in the reſolution to bring it into 
form, when it was agreed to poſtpone; and afterwards this reſolution | 
was adopted. . 5 


Mr. Fitzſimons preſented to the chair a bill, entitled“ an act to in- 
corporate. the ſubſcrihers to the plan for erecting a permanent bridge 
i | over the river Schuylkil, at the weſtern extremity, of High-ftreet of 
1 tthecity of Philadelphia, which was read the firſt time, ang 
„ e Ordered to lie on the table. 
Adjourned until to-morrow, half paſt nine, A. M ; 
5 Turspar, November 13, 1787, A. M. 
The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 3 
A petition from a number of inhabitants of the county of Berks 
was read, praying that a part of the lands ſet apart for the endow- 1 
ment of public ſchools, may be granted for the benefit of a public v 
” ſchool in the borough of reading. Ordered to lie on the table. 
be Committee appointed to inſpect the files of the late Houſe 
of Aſſembly, made a further report, which was read; and on mo- 
tion and by ſpecial order, the ſame was read a ſecond time; where. 


” 


a. 


: 3 ot ei 1 | | „F 5 12 

- = A rlered, that the report on the petition of a number of the inhabit. | 

= tants of the borough of Reading, read September the 14th laſt (fee | e 
= Vol 1. page 31.) be referred to Meſſrs. Peters, J. Heiſter, Trexler, 2 


M- Lene and Schott, to report thereon. — 
Ordered, that the bill entitled an act to enable aliens to purchaſe + I 
real eſtates within this Commonwealth, and to lend money upon © 
mortgages and other ſecurities at a reaſonable intereſt,” be referred to 
Mefirs. Lewis, Willing and Findley, to report thereon. 5 
Ordered, that the report read in the late Houſe September 27 laſt 
{fee Vol. 1 page 101.) on the petition of Humphrey Fullerton, be 
referred to the grand Committee of claims. . 
The petition 8 Penn jun. and John Penn eſquites (ſee page 44.) 


* 


N was read a ſecond time, and referred to the ſame Committee. 
Agreeably to leave given the bill entitled © an act to enable the 
owners and poſſeffors of a certain tract of marſh and meadow land 

{ therein deicribed, ſituate in the counties of Philadelphia and Cheſter, 
+ do keep the banks, dams, ſluices and flood-gates in repair, and to 
1B | raiſe a fund to defray the expence thereof, was preſented to the 
TW 3j Ordered to lie on the table. | 
= .-  Agreeably to the order of the day, the Houſe proceeded to the fi 

Ss \ \ Election of Delegates to repreſent this ſtate in the Congreſs of the | 

| | 


Oo Hm =». Ty &v 


. 


Mr. Kennedy. 


TAC Aung VARs.” 


- 


- Anthony Wayne, 
James R. Reed, 


Ven. William 1 dee FOR 
Gen. Richard Butler, - © 
, Samuel Meredith, 3 


Samuel Miles, 


Gen. Daniel Heifter, © 
William Bingham, 


Dawid Fackſon, 

' Temple Franklin, 
John Bayard, -< - 
Robert Whitehill, © 
William: Bartow. 7 


Mr. M Leue begged leave to wichüruw his nomination of Robert 
' Whitehill, which the Houſe agreed to. 

Mr. Findley requeſted he might alſo be ſuffered to withdraw Gene 
ral Richard Butler, as he was informed the gentleman was ineligible, 
which was alſo complied with. 

The ballots being taken, the 8 appeared as follows : 

General William Irvine, 
Samuel Meredith, 
Jahn Armſtrong, jun. 
William Bingham, | Po. 
hereupon it was declared, that the hon. William Irvine, Samus 
el Meredith, John Armſtrong, William Bingham, and James R. Read, 
eſquires, were duly elected. 

The Committee appointed November 10, on the petition « of John 
Erb and Robert Stevenſon, made a We which was read, and by 
ſpecial order recommitted. 

Agreeably to the order of the 47 the Houſe eile the con- 
ſideration of the bill for the ö e of Auctions and Vene 
which was poſtponed laſt Saturday. 

The fixth enacting clauſe being Under confideration, 
Ihis is a bill that for ſome time paſt has been 1 15 
the conſideration of the Legiſlature, and publiſhed for the conſideration 
of the people of the ſtate by the late Houſe: 
time in the courſe of the laſt year to make it known to the people. 
This bill appears to me to have one or two objects which I mean to 
_ ſtate ; firſt, to be conſidered as a revenue law, that is for the 
purpoſe of raifing a revenue to be applied for the ſupport of govern- 
ment; and ſecond it may be conſidered as an act to re ulate trade in 
certain articles which people import from abroad. 
ſidered as a law for raiſing a revenue only, I ſhall be againſt it, becauſe 
it is e it in a mode neither equal nor juſt; and is raiſing it from 


„ 


United States, when the Speaker read over "the allowing! liſt of get 


tlemen in nomination: 
Jobn Armſtrong, Jun. | nominated by - William Lifts 3 


Jumes Moore, 5 6 


Alexander” Lowrey,” 

Thomas ne 0 
William Findley, © 
Thomas F itefan mont, 
William Will, 


4 ; ah Peter Trexler, | 
Suanuel Evans, ' 
James M*Calmont, 


George Logan, 


James M<Lene, - 
Robert Lollar. 


bs James R. Reed, 34 

64 General Daniel Heifter, 32 

38 John Bayard, 26 
Samuel Miles. 


I ſay 1 it had taken ſome 


a 


*: 


Ting: Benjamin Rittenhouſe, © 


— 


rticular 


If it is to be con- 
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a few people, . whoſe neceſſities compel them to ſell their preperty. I 
find the preſent bill is meant to extend the act ſtill further, and to ſub- 
ject the people in the country to the ſame inconvenience, and where 
not the leaſt benefit can be derived to the ſtate or people at large; a 
It ſtands Loblerye every man who wants to ſell his property, muſt either 
apply to the licenced auctioneer, or go to the prothonotary for a ſpecial 
permiſſion. to diſpoſe of his own. Ihis is a thing that will ſubject thoſe 
who are under the neceſſity of ſelling, to very great difficulties; and 
It has been confeſſed, that little or no revenue is expected to be obtain- 
ed from it; for my part I ſee no good reaſon why the ſtate ſhould de- 
rive a revenue from theſe people at all, for all taxes ought to bear 
equally, and not on the poor and neceſſitous only. et | 
1 he Speaker Ne ek the member, that a particular clauſe of the 
bill was under conſideration, and it was therefore improper to go into 
the general principles of it. - : | 
Mr. Kennedy went on, and obſervd to the Speaker he meant to ap- 
y his arguments not only againſt the clauſe, but to ſupport a motion 
he was about to make, that the bill ſhould be recommitted, and brought 
in upon — that might more generally meet the approbation of 
the members; he objected to the trouble occaſioned by the bill, as well 
as the money to be paid for a licence; if he was ſeconded, he would 
move the recommitment. | 


” ” * 5 7 


* 4 


Mr. Clymer obſerved, that the gentleman's arguments went againſt 


the bill altogether. He ſhould be glad if the gentleman would tell the 


Committee what principles the bill muſt be grounded on, to meet his 
ideas, and then the Houſe would be able to judge of the propriety of 
recommitting. ä | | 8 1 

Mr. M. Lenes object was to have the bill confined to the ſale of 
merchandize only, and not any part of a man's real eſtate or chattles; 
= the reaſon had been already given why ſuch a law as the preſent ſhould 
not be extended thro” the ſtate, becauſe it was an additional inconve- 
ence without any advantage. He repeated his intention was to con- 
fine. the regulation of auctions ſolely to merchandize, and not ſuffer 
it to embrace any other object. _ | 


P 


Mr. Fitzſimons hoped this bill would undergo a little further diſeuſſi- 


on before the Houſe deſtroyed it, either by poſtponement or recom- 


mitment, if that was the intention of the gentleman who had ſpoken 


on this occaſion. He wiſhed the Houſe would attend to the objects of 
the bill before them, which were two fold: firit, it had in contem- 
plation to deſtroy a monopoly, a thing inconſiſtent in free republics, 


and eſpecially ſo under the Conſtitution of Pennſylvania, which ex- 
preſsly declares againft them in any ſhape or caſe whatſovever. The 
other was, to equallize a duty which at preſent is borne and paid by a 
ſmall number of the citizens of this place; and what adds to their 
oppreſſion is, that it is borne by the moſt neceſſitous. If the gentle- 
man wiſhes an alteration in theſe particulars, I ſhall readily concur 


repeal 


with him in the commitment, and join in the introduction of a bill to 


/ PanwSYLYaNta.. 


repeal ll the Jaws on this ſubject. The obſervation, made on this Hitter. " 
point by the member from Cumberland, is a joſt one,. and ſuch'as',F | 9 
conſider worthy a member of this Houſe ; for I think it the dut 5 1 


every gentleman to equallize the burthen which of neceſſity muſt be. 
borne, without a partial attendance to what may be the particular in- 
tereſt of — he has been ſent here by; as T conceive every member 

on this floor ſtands to repreſent the whole ſtate. It is a fact well known, 

that the whole revenue arifing from fates by auction, is raiſed off the 
citizens of Philadelphia, and applied to the general uſe of the ſtate; 

and this not only from ſales of merchandize, but of every article of 
perſonal property, as well as real eſtate, houſes and other improve- 
ments. At different times the revenue ſo raiſed has amounted to £. 80 

per annum; and I think as well as my TecolleQion ſerves, that for 

the preſent. C. 4000, but ſuppoſe it to be but G. 100 or C. 1000 ; it is 
equally anjuſt. As to the monopoly I conſider it a ſcandelous one, 
and T hope no one can be found here to advocate it; if a monopoly. 

can be applied to raiſe money for the uſe of the ſtate from the inhabi- 

tants of one or two towns, it may be managed ſo as to extend fur- . 
cher; and no fat of the government is ſecursd from an unjuſt comb 


* + * * 


but gentlemen ſhould at the ſame time that they conſider themſelves, 
confider their fellow citizens, who have long ſuffered under the undue _ 
weight of an unjuft tax a more unjuſt monopoly, deſtructive of. their 
rights as citizens, and a direct violation of the Conſtitution. If ch I 
ſtate cannot from the lamentable ſituation of her finances, relinquiſh | 
the fund, then extend the principle and let all equally contribute. But 
the latter is ſuch a diſgrace to us, that it ought not to be continued 
_— . J ũ . 
Mr. Findley allowed the monopoly was a great ground of com- 
plaint, and ought to be removed; but with rel to the other object 


1 
„ 
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which the gentleman had mentioned; namely, extending it, in order 
to equallize the burthen, was correcting one fault by creating another; 
for what advantage could the city derive from the extenſion, when it 
was agreed by the gentleman that little or no revenue would ariſe from 
the meaſure ? No revenue can be obtained from the country, but cer- 
tain and great inconvenience reſults to the inhabitants—much greater” 
tncon- 


A 
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- inconyenience than is ſuſtained by the citizens of Philadelphia ; becauſe. 
in many inſtances the farmer will have. to ride-forty, fifty. or fixty 
miles to the auftioneer,;or to the prothonotary for a licence to act him- 


felf-as one far his particular occaſion. I am not though againſt cxtend-. . 
ing the operation; of the lau to any place where ſuch ſales exiſt, as ex. 
in the ſtate, or an) ſuch, may hereafter. be: I will, readily acquieſce in 
extending the law to them; but ſo far às my information goes, chere 
are none ſuch for it is pretty well known. to the members of this 
Houſe, that is the county members, that if a vendue does take place, 
the things are moſtly ſold on credit, as there is not money in the coun- 
tu to paß for them without time to look round. e. 
he gentleman conſiders the tax a partial one, becauſe it. U. railed 5 


"Y 
eZ 


Ot <5 F 4 8 A _y_ 5. 
_ cauſe we have no other port at which it can be obtained. The ſame, 


ral | 
of the ſtate: It is therefore making a law ir without an; qhject. But 


uſed here. A great quantity is conſumed in the country, and I. think 
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againſt a duty on goods fold at auction; that this city is the ooly Pts 
ed from, 


fat. When goods are Imported into a country where. the quantity 
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delphia; 1 mean ready money ſales, if there are any ſuch. , . 
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impoſt, becauſe. he muſt purchaſe that part which is imported f 
9 the merchant adds this wich che firſt coſt and chat net hits 
goods, as well as a profit on the whole, to the bill. But ſuppaſe-theſe 
goes are in exceſs, and more than the demand, the merchant ſenda 
them to vendue and pays a duty of two per cent. for the ſales; is it 
enen upon the amount of the firſt coſt, &c. and charged to 
the purchaſer, who repeats the ſame to the conſumer? Suppoſe for 
a certain quantity of goods; (. 100 worth for example, on be- 
ing ſold at vendue, will bring beſide that ſum the amount of the: duty 
or two per cent. in this caſe the buyer may be allowed to pay ihe tax. 
But if inſtead of bringing that ſum, it ſhould bring two per cent, leſs, 
which is far more likely, 2 not admit of a doubt in the mind of 
any man, but what the duty 
of the duty on goods ſold at vendue, mult always act as-a grievance 


on the neceſſiated ſeller, but can never affect the conſumer; for ſo far 


are goods ſold in this manner from bringing the firſt. coſt, that they: 
ſeldom exceed two-thirds, and frequently ſell for one-half of that ſum. 
This being the caſe, it muſt be pars ha but the duty falls upon the 
citizens of Philadelphia, who are now, if not the only, yet they are the 
principal ſellers in this mode; and are the neceſſities of the people a pro- 

er object of taxation in the opinion of any member of this Houſe? 
Toe they are not; and that it will be readily agreed to ſtrike the 
duty off altogether. -. | ._ | 514.2418 0:45; bar n 10 
Again fir—if it is unjuſt when applied in the wege it muſt be 
a higher injuſtice when that injuſtice is only ſuſtained by a part of the 
community. If it appears in this light to the members of this Houſe, 
they will not refuſe to join, either n the principal and leſſen- 
ing the injuſtice, or forego the revenue and le 

be equally free in the diſpoſal of their property. 44 
Another obſeryation. on this buſineſs was made on a former occa- 
fion—that the regulations of auctions was eſſentially neceſſary in this 


city; but if ſo, It is our duty to grant the citizens this conyenience;; . 
without making them pay unreaſonably for it; it is our duty to do. 


what may add to the happineſs of each and every part of them, without 
charge — and why ſhould; this ſingle inſtance be raiſed up in con- 
tradiction to the many acts of convenience we are daily called upon 
to make? But I obſerve the danger of once permitting, a meaſure of 


tis kind to be adopted, how difficult it is to get rid of it, eſpecially» 


when it is obtaining a. conſiderable; revenue, which if relinquiſhed, 
muſt be ſupplied out of funds of each particular county Mr. Rabiz- 


ſon proceeded to recapitu late the riſe of this buſineſs; the intention 
firſt was to prevent the depreciation of the Continental paper money, 


-which vendues were ſuppoſed to be extremely inimical to. Ihe number 
of auctions were firſt ere reduced to one, and a variety of goods 
prohibited from being ſold in this manner on any account; after ſome 


time it was found neceſſary to extend the number of auctioneers to 


— * 


until 


three — then a ſmall duty was N of 1 per cent. and fo enereaſed 


Ils upon the ſeller ;| thus the operation 


t every part of the ſtate 
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until ſufficient to raiſe from the city and its neighbourhood FL. 8000 
r annum; the cauſe of the fitſt regulation has long ſince ceaſed. 
Thus a bad precedent once ſet, is not eaſily prevented from eee 
others, and the difficulty of correction becomes every day greater, an 
nothing ean prevent its continuance until the whole reyenues of the 


ſtate are collected from one devoted city. It would be better for 


£ 
— 


the city to make the ſtate a preſent annually of that ſum, than let the 

principal be once eſtabliſhed, 

no other part of the ſtate can or ought to pay. —- 5 
Mr. Finally. I apprehend fir that J have been miſunderſtood, in ap- 

plying the argument on the impoſt. I did not mean that the impoſt 

and the duty on vendue ſales were in every caſe alike. I ſaid that rea- 


dy money ſales were only to be met with here, and that commercial 


objects were in the ſame ſituation. | hg 

- The gentleman ſays there is no conveniency in ſelling goods with 2 per 
cent. duty upon them; but I think there is a great conveniency in having 
ready money vendues to go to, with articles which a (perſon may want 
to diſpoſe of; it is certainly a great convenience to turn whatever is to 
be difpoſed of into ready money, and it is a convenience which the in- 
habitants of no other part of the ſtate poſſeſs; and I have been in form- 
ed it is a convenience which the importers frequently benefit by—as 
to the queſtion whether it will be So to diſmiſs that revenue altoge- 
ther, it cannot I apprehend be c 
of rat and means are enabled to provide for there deficiency.” . 


I object ſtill ſir to the extenſion of the law, becauſe there is no proſ- 


pect in extending them to where they do not exiſt. We can only take 
commerce where it is, and we can only take auctions where they 'are. 


It is not my wiſh tho” fir to except ready money vendues wherever 
they may be found; nor is it my intention to conti nue the monopoly 


which is unjuſtifiable. 


Mr. Clymer. The gentleman who has Juſt fat down, ſhews great | 
| willingneſs to extend the duties which have been hitherto confined to 
this city and neighbourhood, to all parts where ready money vendues 


are to be found, and at the ſame time tells you that there are none 


ſuch within the ſtate. The extenſion then which he profeſſeſs himſelf 


ſo much in favour of, can have effect; and the operation of the law is 


to continue partially as heretofore, upon the city of Philadelphia. He 


has ſaid further, that the ſame objection would he againſt the import 
that does againſt th is du ty. There is ſomething in that argument, that 
might apply, if only a part of the goods imported were ſubject to the 
payment of impoſt—becauſe then only that part of the community 
would ſuff er that paid it. I ſee for my part no other affinity between 
them; and ae for the people paying the duty on gods which they pur- 


chaſe at vendue, it is too abſurd to merit an an{wer ! but even were it 
poſſible, the country people do not pay it, becauſe it is not the practice 


of country ſhopkeepers to buy at that place, but rather of merchants, 


whom they can conſide in to furniſh them punctually with thoſe parti- 


cublar 


that duties may be collected here which | 


cided upon, until the Committee 
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eular goods which they have a demand for. The reverſe of this is true, 


for it is the people of this city who chiefly make purchaſes at vendue, 


and it is the inhabitants who buy again of them; ſo that if the con- 


ſumer paid the duty, ſtill it muſt be the citizens of Philadelphia. 

Mr. Kennedy begged leave to repeat what he had ſaid at the begin - 
ning of the debate, after recapitulating the object of the law which he had 
then ſtated; he went on to obſerve the principal object of the bill 
ſeemed. to him to be the regulation of trade, and that was the only ob- 
jet which they ſhould conſider; he would by no means conſent to 
extending the law to the country, becauſe of the inconvenience and 
trouble it would occaſion, hut he thought the duty ought to be given 
up in the city, though he would ſtill have the auctions under regula- 
tions. | 42 5 CES rode Th es THAN 
Mr. Fitzfimons's object was to draw from the members their opi- 
nions on this ſubject, that the Committee might prepare a bill that 
ſhould be agreeable. The monopoly it appeared to him was agreed 
on all hands to be an intolerable grievance, and what the Houſe would 
cheerfully remove. | | . 

There is another point which if ſettled now might ſave time hereaf- 
ter. The vendue laws inflict a fine or duty on a particular part of the 
Rate; this inequality ought to be deſtroyed; but if it is ſuppoſed neceſ- 
. fary to continue a duty for the regulation of trade, the city from whom 
that duty is raiſed, ought to receive the benefit of it ; but I ſhould 
conceive it poſſible to regulate auctions without taxing the ſellers for 
the regulation, If the gentlemen are agreed on theſe points, it will not 
| 8 be a difficult matter to frame a bill that will give general ſatiſ- 
faction. 5 : 
Mr. Findl:y. The gentleman from the city (Mr. Clymer) has taken 
objections againſt my aſſertion, that the country paid the greater part 
of the duty on vendue ſales. When I ſaid the country, I meant the 
{ſhopkeepers, and not the individuals. If this fact is diſputed, I ſhould 
appeal to the vendue matters, who can teſtify the truth of it. 22 

Mr. Lorurey wiſhed to ſtrike out from the bill, that part which ex- 
acted a tax on real eſtate, either in town or country; after this alter- 
ation was made, he was of opinion the law ought to ſtand without 
complaint; he wiſhed to tax merchandize, becauſe foreigners fold 
ſach here, and took our money in return out of the country. 

Mr. Clymer's argument went to ſhew, that if the conſumer paid the 
duty, it muſt be * citizens of Philadelphia, for the country was fur- 
niſned by other means than the purchaſe of goods at vendues. There 
might be a few ſhopkeepers from the country who bought ſome ar- 
gg at vendues, but they were, he was pretty confident, but very 

ew. | 


that number pretty large; indeed he knew many who purchaſed there, 

Mr. Clymer muſt be excuſed from believing the ſhopkeepers nume- 

rous, who attend this city to purchaſe the goods with which they 8 
e „ | Py 


Mr. Lollar believed if the gentleman would cxantde he would find 


* 
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ply their ſtores and cuſtomers in the country—he could not be perſua- 
ier 1 Breath 
Mr. Robinjon thought with Mr. Clymer they were few—but whether 
they were few or many, it was all one; for no one was, he believed, 
any longer contending that the conſumer paid any part of the duty. 
The queſtion on recommitting was put and agreed to, and the bill was 
accortlingly recommittqCe. - Adjourned. 
** WepnesDay, November 14, 1787, A. M. | 5 
be Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. + 8 
A memorial from Lewis Hallam and John Henry, in behalf of them- 
ſelves and others, the commedians commonly called the American 
Company, was read, praying leave to bring in a bill for the purpoſe 
of repealing ſo much of the laws of this Commonwealth as prohibit 
dra-+:atic entertainment. 8 Ordered to lie on the table. 
A memorial from the college of phyficians of Philadelphia, was read, 
pray ing an act may be paſſed for checking the improper uſe of diſtilled 
ipirituous liquors within this ſtate, Ordered to lie on the table. 

A petition from Thomas Bond and others, late officers in the Ame- 


rican military hoſpital, was read, praying a fimilar allowance of lands 


with other officers of the army. | 
- Ordered to be referred to the grand Committee of claims. 3 
A petition from James Pettygrew, and Blackall William Ball was 
read, ſetting forth that they have loſt the certificates given them for the 
depreciation due on their pay, and praying new ones may be given 
them in lieu of thoſe which they have loſt, and by ſpecial order refer- 
red tothe laſt named Committee. EE, . | 
A petition from 150 inhabitants of Wayne and Dorry townſhips, 


in the county of Cumberland, was read, praying they may be exone- 


rated from the payment of the tax aſſeſſed on them in the years 1781 
and 1782. 5 - Ordered to lie on the table. 
I be petition from a number of the inhabitants of the county of Berks 


read yeſterday, was read a ſecond time, and referred to the members 


from that county to report thereon. | „ 
Mr. Lollar from the Committee of accounts made a further report, 
that they had burned and deftroyed © 

| Z3oco bills of 20s, is /. 800 


4000 do. 158, is 3,000 
6,200 


Which in addition to aubat was reported on Saturday, 11,450 


Amounts to  L. 17,650 


Mr. Lallar obſerved, that the reviſal of the militia law ſeemed to be 
a necellary buſineſs, and he hoped would be attempted by the preſent 
Heuſe; he would therefore move, that a Committee be appointed for 
that purpoſe, who ſhould alſo be directed to report a bill if they thought 


* 


Ordered, 


Proper; whereupon, 


— 
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Ordered, That Meſſrs. Clymer, Peters, Evans, Lowrey, Kennedy, 
Findley, M*Lene, Lollar and Schott, be a Committee to revive the 
| preſent militia law, and report a bill for the better regulation of the 
militia of this Commonwealth. _ | „ : 
The Committee appointed November g, on the petition of Ann Ne- 
drow, made report, 5 the petitioners beg leave to withdraw theit 
petition, and that they have leave according. 
5 | . dered to lie on the table. 
The Committee appointed November 8, on the petition of the Ame- 
rican Philoſophical Society, made report, which was read, and agreed 
to as follows : j i 
_ Reſolved, That a Committee be pl ri to bring in a bill for the 
purpoſe of granting to the American Philoſophical Society acres 
of unappropriated Iands, as a fund for the laudable purpoſes ſet forth 
in their petition. „% ** . Ps 
Ordered, That Meſſrs. Wynkoop, M*Lene and Rittenhouſe, be the 
Commiſſioners for the purpoſe aforeſaid. „ | 


The Committee appointed November 8, reſpecting the late election 
of repreſentatives for the county of Bedford, made report, which was 
read, and adopted as follows: | Eg SDS 

The Committee to whom was referred the repreſentation of the 
judges of the firſt election diſtrict of the county of Bedford, ſetting 
forth, that in drawing the votes a ticket appeared, in which the names 
of John Piper and Jocob Saylor were mentioned as members of Aſſem- 
bly, but the ticket not being cut according to law, it was not counted, 
yet was cauſed to be filed with the other ticket, by means of which 
ſaid ticket not being counted, ſaid Jacob Saylor and Abraham Cable 
had an equal number of votes, which would not otherwiſe have been 
the caſe; and as it is the opinion of the Committee, that an election 
ought not to be ſet aſide for ſo ng a negleR, as not cutting a ticket 
according to law, at leaſt where no fraud appears to have been intend- 
ed, they offer the following reſolution : 3 
Reſolved, that Jacob Saylor is duly elected a reprefentative in the 
General Aſſembly for the County of Bedford for the enſuing year, 

and that he be directed to take his ſeat accordingly. ' _ 5 

The Committee to whom was referred to the Wyoming buſineſs, 
made a further report, which was alſo adopted as follows: | 

The Committee on the affairs of the county of Luzerne further re- 
port, that in their opinion it will be expedient to introduce into the 
3 bill, a clauſe relative to the compenſations, to the diſpoſſeſſed 
"ennſylvania claimants, to the following effect. | 5 

That the Executive Council appoint two perſons, one on the part of 
the ſtate, the other on the part of the ſaid Pennſylvania claimants, on 
the recommendation of them, or any conſiderable number of them, 

which two perſons ſhall chooſe a third. . 

That the ſaid three perſons ſhall be commiſſioners to examine into 
the value of the lands for which compenſation is to be made, and * 
8 | e 9ne- 7 bs 
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| tify the fame to the board of property, who ſhall finally determine : 


the ſame. 5 | 3 . 
hat the faid claimants ſhall ſeverally have an option, to accept a 
compenſation in the reſiduum of the donation lands, or in any other 
public lands within the old or new purchaſe, not reſerved for the uſe 
of the Commonwealth, or otherwiſe in certificates to the amount, pay- 
able in inſtalments and bearing intereſt, | | 

On motion of Mr. Fitzſi nous, ſeconded by, Mr. Findley. 8 8 
Reſolved, that a Committee be appointed to bring in a bill to en- 
able commiſſioners therein to be named, to lay out in the improve- 
ment of the roads between the city of Philadelphia and the weſtern 
parts of the ſtate, the monies ariſing from the lottery lately drawn in 

urſuance of the act of Aſſembly for raiſing, by way of lottery, the 
Em of 42000 dollars, for improving the public roads weſtward of the 


city, and towards improving the navigation of the river Schuylkill, 


paſſed the 15tU March, 1784. | 


Ordered, that Meſſrs. Fitzſimons, Wynkoop, aud I. Heiſter, be a 


Committee for the aforeſaid purpoſe, 


Colonel Hubi preſented a bill, entitled“ an act for veſting the 
public ſtore-houſe, and two lots of ground in the borough and coun- 
ty of Lancaſter, in the truſtees of Franklin College, for the uſe of the 
faid inſtitution, which was read the firſt time, and 


| Ordered to lie on the table. _ 


Mr. Peters 3 agreeably to order, a bill entitled an act to 


Anna, lately forfeited to this ſtate, alſo another entitled“ an act to 
veſt in the Supreme Executive Council of this ſtate a power to remit, 
either in the whole or part, any forfeiture or forfeitures accrued to the 


ſtate under the laws for the regulation of trade. | 2 8 


Mr. Fitz ſimons preſented another, entit:ed “ an act to alter and 
amend an act, entitled an act for erecting and opening a loan office 
for the ſum of C. 50, ooo, which were read ſeverally for the firſt time, 
A . Ordered to lie on the table. 
On motion of Mr. Fitz fi mont, the bill “ to encourage the erection 
of a permanent bridge acroſs the river Schuylkill, was read a ſecond 
time, and without debates. 5 

Ordered, to be tranſcribed, and in the mean time printed for public 
conſideration. 5 c | 

On motion of Mr. Willing, the“ act to enable the owners of certain 
meadows to repair the banks, &c. and raiſe a fund to defray the ex- 
pence of the ſame, was alſo read a ſecond time, and without debate. 

Ordered, that it be tranſcribed, and in the mean time printed for 
public conſideration. _ | | | 

Adjourned until to-morrow half paſt nine, A. M. 

Ius DAT, November 15, 1787, A. M. 
The Houſe met purfuant to adjournment. 
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ells and John Clifford the ſhare or portion of the ſhip 


Mr, Clymer preſented a memorial from the hon, Francis Hopkinſon, - 
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Eſq. was read, ſtating that a bill had been introduced to the late 
Houſe for leſſening the ſalaries of the various officers of government, 
from the Preſident downward ; that after much conſideration and de- 
bate, the ſame was thrown out, and the ſalaries of all were . ſuffered. 
to continue as before, but that of the judge of admiralty, from, 

whom two fifths was taken; in conſequence whereof he prays, that 
when this Houſe ſhall paſs an act for the regulation of fees, a clauſe 
may be inſerted for veſting the judge of the admiralty with the fees f 
of his office, which are now made payable to the treaſury ; and | 
on motion. and by ſpecial order, the ſame was read again, aud refer- 
red to Meſſrs. Clymer, Hubley and Piper, to report thereon. _*- 
A petition from David Hillyer, late quarter-maſter's ſerjeant in th e 
invalid regiment. commanded by Col. Nicola, fetting forth that he 
had not received the gratuity of 80 dollars promiſed to thoſe who 
continued in the ſervice until the end of the war, and praying this 
Houſe to dire& payment thereof to be made to him'; -by ſpecial. or-. 
der it was referred to the grand Committee of claims. eG 
Col. Will preſented the petition of Thomas Preiſt, praying this, | 

Houſe- to grant him an annual ſum of money, to enable him to a 
carry the mail between the City of Philadelphia and the weſtern 
counties of this ſtate. - Ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. M*Calmont preſented a propoſal from John Skinner, engags, 85 5 
ing on the part of himſelf, his heirs and aſſigns, to keep and main- | 
tain the ſtate high way in the ſame deſcribed, in good repair, pro- 

vided that he, his heirs and aſſigns, are by law excluded from the. 

payment of taxes, - Ordered to lie on the table. 
A petition from a number of manufacturers and others, dealers 

in coal, was read, praying that the meaſure of that article may be 

done by the ſworn meaſurer of the city alone, or his deputies.. 

_ 'Ordered to be referred to Meſſrs. Fitzſimons, Will and M*Lene,” 

to report a bill if they deem it neceſſary, _ | 1 


I) be petition from 150 inhabitants of Wayne and Derry Townſhips, 


in the county of Cumberland, was read a ſecond time ; and it was: 
agreed to be committed. = morn 1 
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3 the Speaker nominated Meſſrs. Kennedy, Lollar and 
FF | | 
Mr. Kennedy objected, becauſe he was ſo. well acquainted with 
theſe people's diſtreſſes, as to intereſt himſelf for their relief; it 
was in the nature of man to {ſympathize with the unfortunate, which 
might affect that rigid decifion juſtice require. Z 9 
Mr. Logan conceived the petition a very proper ſubje&t for the 
Committee on ways and means. 1 DT 
Mi. M.Leue hoped that it would not go to that Committee, as 
the Chairman had repreſented the other day to the Houſe, that no 
report was to be expected from that Committee this ſeſſion He thought 
: it would be more reſpectable to appoint a ſpecial Committee, other- 
wiſe referring it to a Committee who could not report, would be 
3 | a 
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Mr. Tegan had no intention of giving it the g0-Dy in referring 
| Are 


What fugge , Tuch | | Uh abt k 
roper fübject for the Committee on ways and means, becauſe that 
Þo 


had done it = 5s the preſumption that the Houſe. would. riſe on 
turday, which at that time they appeared determined to do; but 
fince it had become probable the ſeſſion could not terminate 


to have the petition referred to that Committee, bank he con- 
it might dey 


Mr. Findley juſt obſerved, that a great part of ſome counties were 


depopulated, therefore muſt be exonèrated from the payment. 


„ 


Mr. Findiiy thought the ſubject ought to be v ell conſidered, on account 
of precedent, leſt it opens a door for claims improperly, or ſhuts a 


4 
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Colonel Pier hoped the houſe would employ their time better than 
m conſidering this ſubjet.——The queſtion, ſhall it be referred to a 
Committee, was put and loft, only fixteen riſing in favor of it. 
The Committee on the petition of the inhabitants of Ayre townſhip, 
in Bedford county, made report, that the prayer of the petitior.ers. 
eannot be granted. _  _ Ordered to lie on the table. 
The Committee appointed November 2d, on the petition and re- 


monſtrance of a number of the inhabitants of the townſhip of Moy- 


amenſing and Paſſyunk, againſt the propoſed road from Gray's ferry, 
made report, which was | * Ordered to lie on the table. 


The Committee on the petition from weſt Cheſter, in the Count 


f Cheſter, alſo made report as did the Committee appointed yeſter- 
lay on the any: from a number of the inhabitants of | Berks Coun- 
ty; both of which reports were Oraered to lie on the table. 


The report preſented yeſterday on the petition of Ann Nedrow, was 


| read a ſecond time; whereupon, 
Reſolved, that the petitioners have leave to withdraw their petition. 
Mr. M*Dowel, agreeably to leave given, reported a bill entitled an 
act authoriſing the Supreme Executive Council to draw an order on 
the treaſurer of this ſtate, for the ſum of 791. 108. in favor of Alex- 
ander M' Dowell, which was read, and Ordered to lie on the table. 
Mr. Wyxkoop reported a bill entitled © an act for veſting 
thouſand acres of unappropriated land in the incorporated American 
Philoſophical Society, held in Philadelphia for promoting of uſeful 
knowledge” which was read, and Ordered to lie on the table. 
The Committee appointed for the purpoſe, reported a bill entitled 
e a ſupplement to an act, entitled an act to alter and amend an act, 
entitled an act to remedy the defects of the ſeveral acts of Aſſem- 
bly heretofore made, for ug the elections of juſtices of the 


peace throughout this ſtate, and to eſtabliſh a permanent mode for hol-- 


ding ſuch elections, and to authorize the juſtices of the peace of the 
_ eity of Philadelphia to hold the courts of record of the ſaid city, and 
to make further proviſion for the due election and return of juſtices of 
the peace elect,” which was read, and Ordered to lie on the table. 
Mr. Clymer reported a bill entitled “ a ſupplement to an act, en- 
titled an act for aſcertaining and confirming to certain perſons called 
the Connecticut claiments, the lands by them claimed within the 
County of Luzerne, and for other purpoſes therein mentioned“ which 
was read, and Ordered to lie on the table. 
The Committee appointed for the purpoſe, reported a bill entitled, 
* an act for the relief of Thomas M*<Intire, James Young, Anthony 
Baſtide and Charles Buzelot, inſolvent debtors, confined in the gaol of 
the city of Philadelphia,” which was read; and on motion and by ſpe- 
eial order, the ſame was read a ſecond time. | LY ox 


Mr. Fitzfimons declared it a very unpleaſant thing to oppoſe an act 


of mercy, yet he thought in a country where the laws were ſo lenient 


thwards debtors, that few applications nced come hefore the legillag 


ture, 
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ture, as particular laws were not only improper, but almoſt unneceſſary. 
If the Committee had ſtated any thing to the. Houſe to ſhew the neceſ- 
ſity of.the preſent bill, he had been abſent at the time, as he did not 
. remember any thing on this head, he would therefore call upon them 
for information; but there appeared among the names mentioned in 


that was very little deſerving the attention of the Houſe; he had heard 


but if what had been relatd to him was true, the Houſe would hardly 
judge it proper to intereſt themſelves for ſuch a perſon : It was Mr. 
Me'Intire, who if report ſpeaks true, has injured an honeſt man very 
ſeverely, and abuſed the confidence of his worthy friend. The Houſe 
muſt be well ſatisfied that the man deſerves their mercy before they ex- 
tend it to him, to the greater injury of the gentlenian who is already 
a ſevere ſufferer by his miſconduct. ; | | 

Mr. Will apprehended the others being old caſes, and reported on at 
the former ſeſſion, that the Houſe were well acquainted with them, and 
* fatisfied of the propriety of interfering. In the caſe of Mr. M'Intire, 
he ſtates his preſent ſituation to be occaſioned by ſome heavy and unfor- 


him, ſo much as to render him incapable of making payment. to his 


which he is confined was contracted before that was paſſed. | 
Mr. Peters thought as much juſtice was due to the creditor as lenity 
to the debtor. Ihe perſon objected to he knew but little of; he 
had known him during the war, and that he exerted himſelf in favour 
of the American cauſe ; it was this that induced him to preſent that 
ee petition; he knew nothing of the circumſtances of his debts, 
ut if it appeared that he had been guilty of immoral practices, to the 
injury of his creditors, he conceived the Houſe ought to take time to ſa- 
tisfy themſelves on this head—and if they are Sas well-grounded, 


ſerving of. 


heard from general report, the circumſtances which he had related; 
the particulars of which were, that this man was entruſted with a con- 
fiderable ſum cf money, I believe 10,cc0 dollars, by a gentleman in 
New-Grleans, to inveſt in a certain manner which was directed—in- 
ſtead of applying the money in the manner preſcribed to him, he entire- 


ſatisfaction, though he had a great property with him at the time. 
Now if the money is really ſpent, and the property gone, I agree 

with the Committee that it is of no uſe to keep him confined, and if 

it is only to extend the inſolvent act to him, I ſhall not object. Bur 
7 | really 


the bill (though he was perfonally unacquainted- with them all) one 


his character from report only, and might be altogether miſinformed— 


ſeen loſſes, as well as the failure of another perſon who has injured 


ereditors; he is willing to deliver up all his property on oath as an in- 
ſolvent, but he cannot come under the bankrupt law, as the debt for 


the man deſerved puniſhment, but if they are nothing more than re- 
ports, the Houſe will not refuſe him that lenity which he may be de- 


Mr. Fitzſimont was totally unacquainted with the man; and had only 


ly neglected it, firſt went to Europe and afterwards to India. On his 
return here, the creditor ſent a perſon to him, but he could obtain no 


} 
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really the number of bankrupts which every day ſtain our public newſ- 


papers, and the prodigious number who have recourſe to the act of in- 
ſolvency, and are liberated at every court of common pleas, I think 
mould make the Legiſlature tenacious of extending lenity further than 
what merely related to the perſon of the debtor, if it operated to 
deſtroy - the property of the creditor; he did not mean to be particular 
in this caſe, if the man had really no property left. 8 | 


Mr. M* Lene thought it would be better to publiſh this bill, without 


Thomas MeIntire's name, becauſe if the reports that had been mention- 
ed were well- founded, the Houſe would not diſcharge him—and if his 
name was printed in the bill and eraſed on the third reading, it might 
wound his feelings; nor would he add diſtreſs upon diſtreſs; if the re- 
port was unfounded, his name might eaſily be added hereafter, and it 
Is beſt to err on the fide of clemency. © 7 | IT ID > 
Mr. Kennedy was of opinion that there was no occaſion to ſtrike out 
the name, becauſe theſe things were reported on hearſay only; his name 
| rr Kh out, and if it was true as reported, his creditors might come 
Forward and confront him. 1 ADeY SIA 

Mr. Peters thought alſo it was right to let the name ſtand for the 


reaſon juſt mentioned; for his part he did not wiſh to hurt the feelings 


of any man, but if the man is guilty of the crime ſuppoſed, he deſerves 
his feelings to be wounded. 985 e 

Mr. Lewis, I am againſt the propoſed amendment fir, as ſtated by 

the honorable gentleman from Franklin. Our conftitution and huma- 


nity both require, that the perſon of an unfortunate debtor ſhall not be 


confined in gaol, after he has relinquiſhed to his creditors all the pro- 
perty he has acquired. Thomas MFIntire, with ſeveral others, I find 
have applied to this houſe for the liberation of their perſons. . The 
Committee who were appointed to make report, have enquired into 
their caſes, and we have no right to ſuppoſe they have been more defi- 


_ cient in the performance of their duty on this occaſion than any other. 


They have made report to the Houſe, that they find the prayer of the 
petitioners both reaſonable and juſt, and therefore proper for us to 
grant. A bill ſince has been brought before us, and we are deſired to 


ſtrike out the name of one perſon ; let me aſk upon what ground is the 
amendment propoſed ? is it becauſe a member has heard that this man 


is a bad man? I apprehend it is fir; but is this vague and uncertain 
report equal, nay ſuperior to the report of your Committee, who I ſay 
made full enquiry conſonant with their duty ? it is alfo feared, that if 
his name ſhould be publiſhed in the bill, and be hereafter ſtruck out 
when his creditors come forward and demonſtrate to you that he 1s the 
practiſing and artful yillain, then it may tend to hurt his feelings ; if 
fir, he is ſuch a charaRer, I care not how much his feelings are hurt ; 
but if he is not, and I am inclined to believe he is not, or yaur Com- 
mittee would not have recommended him to us, how are you to act after 
' eraſing his name? Will his creditors know any thing of his application 
for releaſe, if the bill is publiſhed without his name? and can oy _ 
| 8 orwar 
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Forward to ſhew the impropriety of liberating him if they have objee- 
tions? or to ſhew the truth of the facts alledged if they are facts? I he 


Committee have further informed you ſir, that the man cannot avail 


himſelf of the bankrupt act, becauſe his debt was contracted before it 


was pailed, and that law having no retroſpect, cannot provide for his 
relief. Ihe benefit of the inſolvent laws cannot be adminiſtered unto 
him, becauſe the debt far exceeds C. 130, nor can he ſerve a notice upon 


the creditor as enjoined by that law, becauſe his creditor lives in a diſ- 


tant country, From all which circumſtances, it muſt be clear to every 


| vt a that he ftands beyond relief from any exiſting law. If the 


il goes forward with his name in it, we ſhall afterward be able to 
decide on his caſe in ſuch a manner, that our duty and juſtice may re- 


quixe; but if his name is omitted, the evidence _ him cannot 
u 


Come before us, and the ſame objection will lie on any future application; 
from which conſiderations, I hope fir the amendment may be nega- 
tived, and the bill be publiſhed: as it now ſtands. e 
Mr. Fitzſimons. My worthy colleague tells you, fir, that the Com- 
mittee have given you information of having made the neceſſary enquiry, 
and therefore recommend the perſon to your attention; if this is the 
caſe fir, I ſhall by no means object to the bill going forward as it now 

ftands ; but have the Committee mentioned their having called the 
creditors forth, or given them notice to meet, and heard them on the 


ſubject; if they have ſtated ſuch matter, I am ignorant of it, and 
ſhould be glad to hear it repeated. | 5 


Mr. Will. The Committee reported fully after bearing the creditors 


of the other three, but the creditor of Thomas M'Intire is in a diſtant 


country, and could not be heard. 


Mr, fitzfimons apprehended the creditor had ſome, perſon here, who 


as an agent or attorney could throw ſome light on the ſubject. 
.- The queſtion on ſtriking out the name of 'Thomas M*Intire was put 
and negatived. | 1 


Mr. VM. Lene objected to three weeks being the term that the debtors 


ſhould advertiſe for the appeance of their creditors, before the court 
of common pleas, as he {uppoſed the creditors could not hear of the 


application by that time. | rx. ery | 
Mr. Vill conceived if the Houſe meant to relieve theſe perſons, that 

they would do it before an advertiſement could reach the Eaſt-Indies 

and return. 8 1 
The bill without further debate was agreed to, and ordered to be 


tranſcribed and publiſhed for public conſideration. 


Mr. #itzfmens. "the Houſe yeſterday on my motion came to a re- 
ſolution for appropriating the money raiſed by the late lottery, to the 


Hole purpoſe of improving the road to the weſtward of this di y I 


propoſed that reſolution under the impreſſion, that as the ſun was 


10 ſmall, not exceeding . 1700, it could not be applied with advan- 


tage to the two objects of the bill under which it was raiſed ; one of 
wem it might be of ſervice to; but he had fince learned that the half 
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of it could be uſefully employed in clearing or improving the naviga- 
tion of the river Schuylkill, therefore he was for adhering to the origi- 
nal inſtitution of the law, and begged the motion might be recon- 
Adered. . n „ „ 
Mir. Peters thought the reſolution was agreed to yeſterday without 
due conſideration, and therefore hoped it might be reconfidered; 
he was of opinion that an alteration in the application of money 
from the original purpoſe, was in ſome degree a breach of- the 
public faith, and he was pretty confident that many perſons had en- 
gaged in that lottery, on the expectation of the profits being applied 
to tae improvement of the Schuylkill ; if fo, it was abſolutely deceiving 
thoſe and violating our faith, to alter the uſe from what they believe 
they were contributing toward. | | | 


Mr. Fitzfimors had made the motion yeſterday, under the opinion 


that a diviſion of ſo ſmall a ſum would defeat both objects, but tlie 


application of the whole to one might be uſefus. 5 
Two of the gentlemen who had been on the Committee were of 
opinion, that the original intention of the law might be adhered to, 
and the half laid out very beneficially in the improvement of the river, 
whereupon they had agreed to bring the matter again before the Houſe, 
as they were unable to report in favour of the motion. There had 
been pag ſingular in the appropriation: of this money from the 
beginning. When the ſcheme of the lottery was firſt ſet on foot, one 
of the objects was a particular accommodation to the city, by erecting 
an exchange; this, was continued in the bill during the publication, 
and only ſtruck out when the bill was paſlſing into a law on the third 
reading; to this alteration might in ſome meaſure be attributed the 
deficiency in what was expected to be raiſed ;: the act likewiſe had an 
expreſſion in it which appeared to leave the application to any future 
, Houſe : the words are, agreeably to the laws now exiſting, or laws 
which may hereafter be enacted for that purpoſe.” But fince he had 
heard the moiety of the money could be uſefully employed on the river, 
he cheerfully gave up the intention of applying. the whole to the roads. 
He hoped ſome gentleman would alſo e the Houſe of the advan- 
tages, in order to induce them to reſcind their vote of yeſterday. 
c Mr. Lollar—lIt clearly appears to be the intention of the law to 
have each moity applied to the purpoſes already mentioned, let the 
amount of it be great or ſmall, wherefore he would vote for a re- 

conſideration. JJ))%V%%%%%% mwmͥm oo 
The Houſe agreed to reconſider— and in conſequence of an inti- 
mation from the ſpeaker it was propoſed by Mr. Fitzſimons to a- 
mend his motion by inſerting after Re the improvement of the pub- 
lic roads” the words and for the improvement of the navigation. of 

the river Schuylkill,” which amendment was agreed to. 

A deſultory converſation aroſe upon two or three alteration that 
were propoſe], and Mr. M*Lene did not opprove of the Commiiſion- 
. Fi being appointed by the Houſe, He thought this a power the coun- 
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eil ought to eee And they could do it better than the Houſe, - 
Yor they might employ this N by contract, and hence would . 


"riſe a great ſaving. 
Mr. Cher, thought this obſervation ated attention, an! wiſhed 
Committee to de left free on this point, whether in the bill they 


ould report Commiſſioners to expend the money. or leave it to 


Council to act as they might 1 proper. 


r. Lillar advocated the ſame idea, but as the motion evuls: not 


"be *thoulded at the table to ſuit every gentleman's wiſhes, i it was mo- 
ved by Mr. Clymer to poſtpone for, a little time, in order that ano- 
Ther reſolption might be framed. 

This was agreed to; aud after a ſhort time the dünnes was again 


brought forward when! it was determined to leave the mode of ap- 
fication'to the 8 8 Executive Council; and the ſame Committee 


Ay were appointe Wage, were now re-appointed and ordered to 
brin 12 a bill according 


M*Zee thought 11 the Houſe had an intention to paſs the Wy- | 
oming bill this enen, it would be beſt to give it diſpatch, and 


Jet it have a ſecond reading—he had heard the former bill complaind 
of, and conceived this would remove the complaints—if the Houſe 
Agreed with him in this opinion, he ſhquld call it up.  * 

Mr. Peters thought there was a real neceſſity for paſſing this bill 
Before the Honſe roſe, for which reaſon he heartily Joined the member 
in calling it up. 

Mr. Kennedy confefſc he had Fate doubts of the propriety of 


oy à bill ff fo much importance twice in one day, he believed 


it wou d be better to defer it till to-morrow. 


Mr. Seen wifhed it poſtponed until to-morrow, as” probably he 


mould have fome amendments to propoſe. 
Mr. M Lene hereupon withdrew his call, 
And the Houſe adjourned until to-morrow wp nine, A NI. 
FRT DAT, November 16, 1787, 1 5 
Abe Höfe met ee to adjournment.” 
Mr. Mactoy | prefen 
tants of the county of Northumberland, taken from the files: of the 


2 


Ete Pouſe, ſtating the numerous difficulties and? inconveniences they 
Toftain by their remote ſituation from the ſeat of jaſtice in that county, 


and praying the Houſe will pleaſe to lay off a new county for their ac- 
commodation. : . ., Ordered to lie on the table. 
Mr. Hlibeimer reſented the report in py of the grand Commut- 


LH ERES, 


Mr. Mzcre alſo preſented a "report fry _ Committee on the peti- 


tion of Margaret Davis, which was read, and 
Ordered to lie on the table. 
The bill for encouraging and protecting the manufacturers of the 
Rate was read a ſecond time, and ordered to be tranſcribed and pub- 
bed, as was the bill for amending former acts 0 to the juſtices 
of the peace within this ate, 5985 Mr. 


ted two petitions from a bneber⸗ of he inhabi- 


5 ot” dab 


d 


bill, witho d 
confederation for my own part, I confeſs I have doubts'; but if any 


* . 
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Mir. Schott called for the third reading of the bill, entitled :! a ſup- | 


plement to an act, entitled an act for aſcertaining and conſirming to 
certain perſons called Conecticut claimants, the lands by them claimeck 
within the County of Luzerne, and for other pupoſes therein menti- 
oned. „„ BVA 
After reading over the ſame it was agreed to be conſidered hy pa- 
ragraphs. | CVP 
I be ſirſt enacting clauſe being read by which the ſupreme Execu- 
tive Council are empowered and directed to raife and keep up ſuch mi- 
litary force in that County, as they may judge neceſſary to preſerve 


the peace and enforce the execution of the laws, and to draw on the 


treaſurer for the monies requiſite for that purpoſe, provided that this 
force do not exceed ſive hundred men, nor be kept in pay for a long- 


er time than one year from the paſſing of this act. 


M. M Lene confeſſed he had his doubts on the propriety of this 


elauſe, for agreeably to the articles of confederation, this ftate cannot 


raiſe an army without the conſent of Congreſs ; it is there provided, 


that 20 flate ſhall keep up a body of troops in time of peace, except fuch 


number only as in the judgment of Congreſs ſball be requifite to garriſan the 
forts, but every ſtate ſhall keep up a well diſeiplined * militia. Now 
it appears from this article, and the reſolution which was agreed to by 
the Houſe the other day, that it was underitood by us to be improper, 
until the conſent of Congreſs was obtained; Council was inſtructed to 
apply to Congreſs for leave to raife theſe troops, but by ſome means 
at has not been got: I with gentlemen would therefore think whe- 
ther we _ liberty to raiſe forces for the occaſion propoſed in the 
ur the aſſent of Congreſs, and in violation of the articles of 


gentleman can remove them I ſhall be in favor of the clauſe, if not 
J muft move to poſtpone the bill, until I can be ſatisſied. Another 


| 1 with me is to raiſe the money neceſſary to make provi- 


on for theſe five hundred troops. What funds can we provide ſir, out 
of which they may be paid, when we know we are already diſtreſſedꝰ 
For my part I dont ſee how the law is to be carried into effect if it is 
agreed to but I ſhall wait and hear what other gentlemen have to ſay, 


and what their ſentiments are on this ſubject, before I move the poſt» 


ponement. 


* 


Mr. Clymer. "Tam very ſorry fir the obſervation has been made; 


that we were unſucceſsful in the application we directed Council to 


make to Congreſs, becauſe I conſider it of no ſervice to our cauſe or to 


the ſtate. 


I with alſo that Council had not mentioned it in their meſſage, be- 
cauſe it was not neceſſary to be known. Council had gone far enough, 
when they paid the compliment to Congreſs, who no doubt would have 
complied with the requeſt had they been fitting :  'The bnfineſs might 
have reſted here, and the world could not have ſuppoſed but we had 
obtained the conſent of Congress. "Sf 7 
| | oy 
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Tho' we have been diſappointed by a eircumſtance which was not adi. 
yerted to at the time, yet fir, ſelf- preſervation is the paramount law of 
nature. We are not to negle& our own ſafety or remain inactive, 
- when force is required for the protection and ſupport of our authority, 
againft a lawleſs banditti of perverted citizens, or to keep the turbulent 
in ſubjection. We ought not to loſe the ſubſtance in ſtriving to ob- 
tain the ſhadow, or attend to forms when ſuch attention eminently 
riſques the peace and welfare of the ſtate. | As to the other objections 
which he has taken, that our funds are ſo low as not to furniſh the 
means of raifing troops, there may be fome weight in it—bur as. 
Council are left to the management of this buſineſs, they are ſure to go 
no further than the means will permit. If money enough connot Be 
Found to comply with the full extent of the demand, enough may be 
had to raiſe a force which may ſtill be adequate. The act being of 
abſolute neceſſity, it was perfectly warrantable ;; for if it either was 
men or delayed, the moſt ſerious conſequences were to be appre- 
ended, 3 982 : ; | ; 
\ 'The Speater recommended to the member who had ftated the objec- 
| tions, to read the part of the articles of confederation which followed, 


where he had choſen to ſ:op. | | „„ 
Mr. M. Lene looked over it, and being about to read aloud, a mem- 
ber requeſted that the Clerk might read it the clauſe was to the fol- 
lowing effect: That no ſtate ſhall wy 7 in any war without the con- 
ſent of Congreſs, unle/s ſuch flate ſhall be actually invaded by enemies, 
or. ſhall receive advice of an attack from the {ndians, and the danger is /s 
imminent as not to admit of à delay, until Congreſs can be co el. . | 
Mr. Findley. It is with great diffidence that I rife to ſay any thing 
en this occaſion, becauſe I have not had an opportunity of digeſting 
and examining the principles of the law now before ns. It is allowed 
on all hands to be a matter of much importance, and it is more ſo as 
it is without precedent, which if now adopted wrongly, may be in 
reat danger of fixing a continuance in the ſame improper road. We 
King all along in this buſineſs fir, gone on in the dark, and been de- 
ceived both as to the object and magnitude; in ſaying we have been 
_ deceived, I dont mean that we were any otherwiſe deceived than as 
we deceived ourſelves ; it is therefore that I go with great timidity in- 
to this buſineſs. We are to paſs a law again without knowing its con- 
ſequences,” and may continue to | ag that uneaſineſs which the former' 
one has done, beſide laying the foundation of an enormous debt, tho“ 
the laſt law may be ſaid to be the foundation on which the whole is 
created. The reaſon, if I recollect aright, for paſſing that, was to 
prevent a war. We allowed then that it was right to give up the pro- 
perty of a number of our fellow citizens, in order to avoid coercive 
meaſures. I believe we gave up much more than we thought we were 
doing; ftill we were juſtifiable, becauſe it was done to prevent a war, 
and conſequently a greater expence. But now we find a war is not pre- 
'rented ; for the truth of this I appeal to the clauſe before the 1 * — 
| | | ere 


£ 
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Here you find it neceſſary to raiſe an army, and therefore you enereaſe 
the debt, and encreaſe it again in the dark, for you do not kuow - 
how much further you are to go. | N 
Suppoſe we raiſe 500 troops, and ſend them to hold poſſeſſion of 
that country by the ſword, if they are found inſufficient, ſhall we ſtop 
here ? certainly we ſhall not. We ſhall have {till to furniſh more. 


When once we paſs the Rubicon, when once we commence the war, it 


will be impoſſible to ſtop ſhort of the perfect attainment of our object, 
therefore 1 would wiſh gentlemen to conſider well, to deliberate on 
the conſequences before they decide the prefent queſtion ; for my own 
part, I am not clear to vote tor raifing troops at all ; and to raiſe and 

ay thoſe troops out of funds which are already appropriated, and ' we 

now all our funds are appropriated ; for no more funds ſhould be re- 
quired than are neceſſary to pay that for which they are appropriated. 
When an occaſion demand an increaſe of the funds, the funds ſhoula 
be ſought for; and it is for this reaſon that I am not clear for raiſing 
troops; but were I in favour of going to war, I ſhould not do it with- 
out I knew where to lay my hand on a fund that ſhould defray the 


expence. Are we to conſent to embarraſs our funds ereated for the 


relief of the qa creditors ? or are we to call 0 Council to 
into the meaſure of raifing troops, without providing any means for 
them to defray the expence ? I don't know on this occafion but we 
ought to be certain, and ſee the fund before we agree to the clauſe, 
and know the amount of the expence we are to incur. Yet that my 
opinion may not have an improper weight, I ſhall not further oppoſe 
the bill at this reading ; but I have learned*caution too late in the af- 
fairs which relate to the unfortunate diſtrict of Wyoming, and I do 
not wiſh to proceed without ſome degree of certainty. _ ; 
Mr. Fitæſi mons.— That the buſineſs we are now deliberating on is 
of great importance, I agree with the gentleman who was laſt up, 
and that its conſequences ought well to be confidered—this I ap- 
prehend will be done by the Houſe ; but he has thrown out a hint 
that the buſineſs has already been gone on too faſt, and that it will 
be proper now to draw back. We are ſays he, about to engage 
in a war, and ſhould therefor conſider well the conſequences. Many 
of the gentlemen on this floor muſt remember the rife and progreſs 
of chis Pune in the late Houſe, whoſe object in paſſing the Jaw 
to which this is a ſupplement, was to prevenr a war; this the gen- 
tleman allows, but tells you the war is not prevented; but fir 1 be- 
lieve the intention of the preſent Houſe is the fame as the laſt, 
and all that is meant by the bill before you is to prevent a war, 
and not declare one, I believe it is general opinion of the members 
of this Houſe, that by raiſing immediately a few men, and eftabliſh- 
ing a poſt in that country you prevent a war; but without this a 
war is inevitable, therefore his arguments for deliberation, before ws 
decide in favor of the war, do not apply. | 1 | 
If the information which was received from that country in the laſt 
EE Pp Fear 
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year was well founded, I think fir nothing but the meaſures we then 


adopted could have ſaved us from being ſhortly after engaged in a 
long, formidable and expenſive war; by the meaſures we then took, 


we divided the oppoſition to our government; in its conſequence it 
not only weakened the number of incendiaries, equal to the ſepa- 
ration that took place, but ſtrengthened the hands of government by 
the acceſſion; and further it prevented a much greater number from 
coming and joining with them than has done: Again fir, it has ta- 


ken off the aſſiſtance which the ſtate of Connecticut would have given 
her own citizens, complaiving of the injuſtice of Pennſylvania. All 


theſe objects have been accon pliſhed by that very meaſure which the 


gentleman infinuates he was deceived into; certainly the intereſt of the 
fate has been attended to, otherwiſe it could not have had theſe good 


effects. From further, information which has been received ft ap- 
pears, that there are a number of inhabitants in that part of the coun- 


try who are diflatisfied, and oppoſed to the government of Pennſyl- 
vania ; they have declared by the meaſures they have taken, that no- 


thing ſhort of an abſolute ſeceſſion from this ſtate, and an indepen- 


dent government of their own, will give peace or quiet their diſcon- 


rents. Ihe intention of the preſent bill 1 apprehend is to prevent them 
from embroiling that part of the country in feuds, diſſentions, and to 
preſerve it from bloodſhed. I believe the information which has at va- 


rious times been laid before the Houſe, the diſpatches from the gover- 


nor of New-York, and the evidence of gentlemen from that country, 
all prove the neceſſity of {ending up ſuch a force, and that ſoon too, 


leſt it be employed to cure what it may be too late to prevent; nor do 


we know where it may. ſtop—for if the frontiers are fuffered to inſult 
your government, the contagion {ſpreads more and more wiee, by the 


acceiton of all the diſſolute and idle, until it may reach the centre, 


and all be anarchy, confuſion and total ruin. 


* 


fore. I believe there is ſome truth in this obſervation, but I wiſh: thoſe 


gentlemen who brought our country into that fituation, or who by their 


counſels and preſence aſſiſted to effect it, would now employ themſelves 


0 res their aifiſtance to retrieve them or had conſidered earlier the 


miſchief they were doing, by depriving Pennſylvania of the means to 
defend herſelf againſt the miſrule of internal incendiaries. | 
If a few hundred or a few thouſand pounds can be employed at 
preſent, to ſave the peace of the ftate, and ten times that ſum hereafter, 
the meaſure muſt be prudent ; but then he complains that the engage- 
ments already entered-into by the ſtate, muſt be violated—from the 
great deficiency in your funds intended to provide for theſe engage- 


ments, many of them muſt go unſatisfied ; and ſurely it would be more 

juſtifiable, that the violation is made to ſecure the ſtate from a bloody 
and expenſive war, than for the accommodation of delinquents, who 
are the only perſons benefitted by the deficiency ; it is better that the 


public 


The gentleman complains that the funds of the ſtate are in ſuch a 
fituation, as to make it difficult to provide for the moſt neceſſary mea- 
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| creditors and officers of government wait a few months for their 
falaries and intereſt, than that the ſafety of the ſtate ſhould be committed 
or put to the expence of ten time the ſum it would now take for it is 
not ſuppoſed fir, that the whole number of troops mentioned in the bill 
are now neceſſary ; but if it is deemed requiſite to raiſe the whole, 1 
conſider the money more uſefully and more neceſſarily employed in that 
way than any other, inaſmuch as the peace, oy happineſs of 
the ſtate, are objects to which every other ought to be ſubſervient. 
Ih he gentleman enquires how far we are to go, after having once 
more engaged in this buſineſs ? I muſt own I do not know how far but 
I will obferve, that at the time when the firſt law paſſed in the laſt year, 
the ſituation of America was much worſe than at preſet ; it is well 
known that the rebels in the ſtate of Maſſachuſetts were but juſt defear- 
ed, and would inſtantly have ſought an aſſylum on the frontiers of Penn- 
{ylvania, could they have found encouragement ; chat they would have 
been there; if-the Legiſlature had not divided the claimants, is I be- 
lieve clear from the various letters which have been laid before you, 
fo that not a memher of this Houſe entertains a doubt on that head.” 
If as the gentleman aſſerts, it is neceſſary to find funds for theſe fo 
neceſſary expences, F truſt they will be found : But we know that the 
Houſe in many caſes orders Council to apply monies to ſuch uſes as 
they ſee occafion for, becauſe it 1s ſuppoſed that the funds of the ſtate 
make a general fund, and amount to more than what 1s appropriated ; 
J hope therefore the Houſe will agree to the bill, and if it ſhall be 
found neceſſary to obtain additional funds to provide for the troops, 
that the Houſe will engage to make the ſupply by the beſt means in 
their power.... 5 | 5 c 

Mr. Findley. I don't deſign fir to go further into the general queſ- 
tion on the propriety of the propoſed meaſure, unleſs I was better in- 
formed than I am at preſent, and which I mean to take all the pains 
I can to be, by then the bill comes to a third reading; therefore I ſhall 
not make a general reply to what has been ſaid by the worthy gentle- 
man from the city, but only to ſome particular parts. He ſays that it is 
not deſigned that the whole force mentioned in the law ſhould be raiſ- 
ed immediately, and ſent into that country: I believe this fir to be 
true but then the gentleman will agree with me, that we muſt raiſe 
a ſufficient number to effect the purpoſe for which they are intended. 
If theſe go forward under an idea that a leſs number may do, and it is 
on trial diſcovered that they are inadequate, I muſt then vote for a 
greater number. We cannot by any means agree to bind ourſelves to 
any limited number, becauſe the event may demand more, and we 
ought not only to provide for all the probable but poſſible conſe- 

ences ot entering into war. 

With reſpect to providing funds, the gentleman has admitted the 
ſtate is embarraſſed, and he tells you thoſe gentlemen who had a hand 
in bringing the revenues into this ſituation, ſhould now aſſiſt to extri- 
cate them; if he means any gentlemen who have aſſiſted in bringing 
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debts upon the ſtate by expenſive meaſures, it ĩs 2 that they ſhould ;- 


but if he means thoſe who have provided funds for thoſe debts which 
were created, his charge is not a charge of guilt but of honor; the old 
debts: of the ftate have been funded, but this which we are about to 
contract 18a new debt, not by any means like the former : the difference 
between them is, that for the one a valuable conſideration has been re- 


ceived, or faithful ſervices rendered which required compenſation ; this 


is providing for a new debt which we are about to create, and for 


which no conſideration is given us. The funding ſyſtem to which 


the gentleman alludes, cannot be deemed any thing more than an in- 
creaie of the debt, not the creation af a new one. But will we create 


fir a new debt, and lay it on the ſame funds? Can there be any juſtice 


or propriety in it? the gentleman has ſaid ſomething that I do not un- 


deritand ; he ſpeaks of conſidering the funds of this ſtate as one ge- 


neral fund, yet I don't apprehend that he conſiders them as appropriated 
funds, and unappropriated funds, becauſe he admits that the ſtate has 


appropriated as much as ſhe, is able to bear; I ſaid before that there 


were no unappropriated funds, and that no Legiſlature ought to raiſe 
any funds but appropriated funds, and that they have no right to judge 


of the uſes before hand; in this I am ſupported by the conſtitution, 


which declares, that before a law is made for raiſing any tax, that the 


purpoſe for which it is to be raiſed, ſhall appear clearly to the Legiſla- 
ture; it is therefore neceſſary, and ought to be neceſſary, that when 


we create a new uſe, we ſhould alſo create a new fund. : 


I dont queſtion but the Houſe have a power to alter an appropriaton, 
but not without ſecuring the debt for which ſuch funds were appro-- 
priated ; for to take appropriated funds, and give them to new uſes, 


without ſupplying the deficiency it muſt occafiqn in the old, is ſuch 
conduct as muſt ſoon ruin any government in which it is practiſed; 
and it is the duty of every citizen to oppoſe it becauſe he does not 
Know how ſoon it may be his own caſe ; for the ſame reaſon that would 
apply to take from us the ſecurity which government has given us for 
the punctual diſcharge of our debt, would apply to the patents of our 
lands, which are held under a ſimilar faith, and every thing that is 
held under this government. I fay we cannot go into the appropria- 
tors of ſuch funds as are already applied, nor would Council conceive 
- themſelves at liberty to draw for any part of ſuch monies upon which 


particular debts are funded, without a ſpecial repeal of the acts. 1 


judge they could not: I ſhall ſay no more about the general object 
which this law has in view, but I muſt inſiſt upon the funds being pro- 
vided, and not thoſe already appropriated to be charged with the EX= 

nce. | - 
£ Mr. Peters, Whether all the obſervation that have fell from the 
gentleman are ſtrictly in order, and apply to the clauſe before the Houſe, 
J ſhall leave to the Speaker to determine. I mean to confider only 
whether it is neceſſary to conduct a permanent foree into that country, 
for the ſupport of good government, which can never be done by 

5 | want 
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Want of firmneſs; for when the civil authority is too week the aid of 


military is requiſite. The gentleman who firſt objected to the clauſe, 
before you, objeRed fir upon the ground of the confederation. The 


more Mr. Speaker we examine that confederation, the more un fortu- _ 


nate and inadequate does it appear, for the protection of this country. 
But fir if we turn to it on the preſent occaſion, we ſhall find it juſtify 
this ſtate in the meaſure we are now about to adopt. I ſhall ſay very 
little about what kind of funds ought to be provided, becauſe I confi- 
der the queſtion at preſent to be whether it is neceſſary to ſend troops 
into that country. I am not alarm'd fir at this time of day, by a breach 


of the confederation; I have known them happen frequently in caſes 


ſomewhat like the one before us, when Congreſs could not be conſulted, 
or were in ſuch a fituation that they could not aſſemble : 25 individu- 

a ſtrict at- 
tention to formalities directed in thoſe articles; and ſhall we, fo eri- 
tically circumſtanced, attempt to ſecure the ſhadow but loſe the ſub- 
ftance ? it is written that the ſpirit healeth, but the letter killeth. I am 
not alarmed fir becauſe we have done every thing to pay 4 proper com- 
pliment to Congreſs ; we, have ſent to them for advice and approbati- 
on, but they are not together, nor cannot apply the remedy to the diſ- 
eaſe. Shall the ſtate of Pennſylvania be overrun by a lawleſs banditti, 


becauſe Congreſs are not aſſembled ? can any gentleman rely upon ſuch 


argument, to defeat the preſent object? as for the obſervation of the 
ntleman from Weſtmoreland, that the former meaſures have proved 

ineffeftual I would juſt remark, that they have not yet been fairly ex- 

ecuted ; when I firſt heard of a law veſting the Connecticut claiments 


in their claims, I thought it an improper meaſure ; fince that I have 


heard the ſubject more fully diſſcuſed, and greater lights thrown 
upon it; I muſt own I do not ſee what the Legiſlature could have 


done more prudently, and I do inſiſt that the pacitic diſpoſition ſneẽwn 


by the ſtate of Pennſylvania, in offering thoſe miſguided people what 


they contended was their property, is an infance of lenity that will 


juſtify her conduct to the world, if it is now found neceſſary to coerce 
theſe people into an ebedience to her laws. The gentleman is appre- 
henſi ve that we are about to begin a war, but I ſay fir it is defending 
againſt a war being begun. Will theſe people commence hoſtilities the 
ſooner becauſe Pennſylvania 1s prepared—or are they to be ſuffered to 
collect their force together? The lawleſs and abandoned from every 


packs and conſolidate them fo as to bid defiance to your government be- 


fore you are prepared. Venienti occurrite morbo, let us prevent the diſorder 


in the beginning, and no longer ſuffer them to contemn your lenity, dif- 


piſe your puſillanimity, and defy your government, then your expences 

will be increaſed in a ten fold proportion, if we act with decifion now it 

will ſave money to the ſtate, which is perhaps as neceſſary as to ſupport 

her violated dignity. We ought to know the conſequences of permit- 

ting theſe men to have an accefſion of force, for then their deciſions 

will not depend upon juſtice, but the ſtrength of arms; and a ates 
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they increaſe in number, the more they extend their influence. We 
muſt not make an exertion to prevent the ill conſequences that ariſes to 


the ſtate, becauſe we are not to embroil ourſelves in the ſuppreſſion of 


the inſurgents; and becauſe it will be expenſive, now I conceive the 


only way to ſave expence, on ſuch occahon, is to keep up a proper 


force in every county where diſturbances may ariſe. 
The gentleman dwells ſtrongly upon the circumſtance of our. being 
K of no funds to execute this neceſſary buſineſs; that is quite 
out of the queſtion upon the preſent clauſe. I apprehend, when we 
come to that part of the bill to which it relates, it will no doubt be 


debated, and proper arguments uſed on the occaſion : he ſays he don't 
know what meaſure he will take, but he is rather inclined to oppoſe the 


preſent. I think before he does this, he ſhould propoſe ſomething that 
is better, for I am not for rejecting the preſent meaſure, unleſs ano- 


ther is ſubmitted in its room. If he has any ſuch to offer, it will no 
doubt be conſidered with attention; but unleſs. he can do that, I ſhall 
_ aſſent to the clauſe as it now ſtands before us. 


Mr. Robinſon. A queſtion ſeemed to be made by the member wh 
ſpoke firſt, whether it was in the power of the Houſe to raiſe troops, 
without a breach of the confederation ? let me fir endeavour to determine 


this point. By the fixth article of the confederation, no ſtate can m__ | 


up a body of forces without the conſent of Congreſs ; in the clauſe 
following, an exception is made, in caſe of ſuch ſtate being actually 
invaded by enemies; if this article is taken in its ſtrict, literal ſenſe, 
it can only apply to forces raiſed againſt external enemies, and not to 
thoſe within, as in caſe of rebellion ; but if even it did apply in our 
caſe, the exception that follows determine for us beyond the poſſibility 
of a doubt: the words are, unleſs the danger is Jo imminent as not te 
admit of a delay till the United States in Congreſs aſſembled can be con- 


ſulted; but enemies arifing within the bounds of a ſtate are to be ſup- 


preſſed by the exertions of government, as in caſe of riots ; and I pre- 


ſume it was not intended by the confederation to lay ſuch ſtate under 


the neceſſity of applying to Congreſs, to be enabled to ward off theſe 
dangers to itſelf which would be breaking down the natural barrier of 
its own ſecurity ; therefore I ſhould conclude, that the application to 
Congreſs in the preſent caſe is unneceffary ; but if neceſſary, we are 


_ warranted to raiſe the troops, becauſe the danger is fo preſſing as not ts 


admit of @ delay. Jo eftabliſh this point it will be neceſſary to en- 


quire whether ſuch is our ſituation? We muſt now turn to the com- 


munications that have been made to this Houſe by Council ; from 
which we ſhall be able to prove the precarious tenure by which we 
hold that country. You find its inhabitants are aſſociating for the pur- 
poſes of defiance ; you find that combination fir breaking out in acts 
of extreme violence, the expulſion of your Commiſſioners, and rejection 
of thoſe benefits which have been offered them ; ſo that it appears 


clear not only from the ſpirit but the letter of the confederation, that 


we are perfectly juſtifiable in paſling the clauſe before you; _ re- 
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ſpect to the queſtion on funds, it is neceſſary to ſay but little upon it; 
but if it was ſo that we could not lay our hands upon any, and the 
queſtion was to determine whether the ſtate ſhould be expoſed to all 
the miſeries and difficulties of a rebellion, and the officers of govern- 
ment remain for a time unpaid, I ſhould not heſitate ſalus populi ſubrema 
leæ eft—the public good ſhould be the ſirſt conſideration. But a breach 
of any appropriation is not neceſſary in the preſent caſe; for even were 
the funds inſufficient, the good people of this ſtate would contributę 
cheerfully, rather than endanger the ſafety of their government and 
laws. With a view to execute this it is neceſſary to paſs the law; 5 
Council will judge how far it is requiſite to embody the troops, and 1 
it will then become our duty to ſupply ſuch funds as are neceſſary. | 
Mr. Fitzfmons. Connected with the ſubject that is before us, per- f 
haps the debate relative to the appropriation of funds has been imprq: 
perly introduced; but as e gentleman from Weſtmoreland (Mr. Find- 
ley) has replied at large to that point, I hope I may be indulged to 
anſwer in one particular. He denies the appropriations are miſuſed, 
but conceives that every appropriated fund is applied to the diſcharge 
of the particular ſums charged upon it: To this I only anſwers that 
it muſt be within the knowledge of every perſon, that no regard has 
ever been paid to this kind of appropriation. 'The revenues of the ſtate, 
Mr. Speaker, are all thrown into one common ſtock, and are applied 
to pay generally (that is as far as it goes) every demand that preſents. 
By the act of March 16, 1783, certain funds are directed to be raiſ- 
ed, and a revenue of about J. 76,000 per annum is laid upon the lands «7 
within this Commonwealth. By act of March 1ſt, 1786, a ſtill N 
larger ſum is aſſumed upon the aggregate fund, which proves that ; 
"16, was not then conceived neceſſary to add a ſpecial fund to operate in 
aſſiſtance to this aggregate; ſince that other laws have paſſed, charg- 
| ing the funds of the ſtate generally to furaiſh certain monies deem- 
ed. neceſſary to be applied, eſpecially to ſome particular purpoſes ; 
and it was taken for granted, from the Comptroller General's ſtate- 8 
ment, that thoſe funds would be ſufficient for the whole; this is . 
therefore not departing from any appropriation, but acting upon the | 
_ precedents which have been ſome time eſtabliſhed. Let me aſk that 
member whether thoſe perſons whoſe debts are founded upon the ex- 
ciſe, are paid their intereſt out of the particular money that is collect- 
ed from this ſcource of revenue? no ſir, no ſuch thing; for the mo- . 
ney has been in ſome caſes collected and applied to other uſes, when „„ 
thoſe perſons have been obliged to wait; and it is pretty certain that Z | 
the monies which have been provided for ſpecial purpoſes, directed | | 
buy act of aſſembly, has been paid almoſt in every inſtance to the firit 
that called for them; but as I have premiſed this debate on the | ; 
funds might be improperly before the Houſe on the queſtion for | — 
raiſing troops, I ſhall add no more; but when we come to conſider | 13 
that part which relates to the proviſion, and are convinced of the 
neceſſity of exerting the authority of the ſtate, 1 have no Spoke but 
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what we ſhall be fully able to anſwer the gentleman's objections; and 
J hope that it will be in our power to provide the neceſſary funds, 
if abſolutely neceſſary, lore hiding the prodigious ſum which has 
been already charged upon the ſtate. 


oed debate on this importance” fob- 


ject, with all the attention I am capable of; and after marking the 
ſeveral objections that have been ſtated againſt the preſent meaſure, I 
think they are reduceable to three points: Ns 
PFirſt, it 1s ſaid that under the articles of confederation it would 


not be lawful for any ſtate to keep up forces in the time of pro- 
found peace, without having firſt obtained the conſent of Congreſs. 


Second, it is a matter of momentuous concern, and we ought not 
to precipitate ourſelves into a war, but that we ought to deliberate 
and conſider ſeriouſly the conſequences, before we paſs the Rubicon. 


Ihirdly, it is contended to be improper, becauſe the funds are not | 


already provided for the expence, nor cannot be provided without 
entailing a greater burden or difficulty upon the community, than 


the advantages ariſing from its application would benefit them; 1 


fay that I have liſtened to theſe objections with candour, and the re- 
ſult has been a conviction to my mind that neither of them are 
well founded. a | 

If I could believe that a compliance with the clauſe now under eon- 
fideration, involved a breach of the articles of confederation, it ſhould 
meet with my moſt hearty diſapprobation, and for this among other 
reaſons, that if the preſent meaſure was a violation of the confederation, 
we ſhould come forward with a very ill grace to aſk aſſiſtance from the 
United States, when ſuch aſſiſtance ſhould become neceſſary to reſtore 
tranquillity and good government to the diſturbed part of our coun- 
try. This brings me to conſider the ſituation of that part of Pennſyl- 


vania which this bill is intended for. When the United States of 


America had firſt determined on a confederation, nay, long before it 
had effect, Congreſs were formed its head, they were veſted with the 


Tight of declaring war, and making peace; hence is that article of our 
confederation neceſſary which was quoted by the honorable gentleman 


on the oppoſite fide of the Houſe (Mr. M*Lean) and is calculated to 
prevent a ſingle ſtate from diſputing with a foreign nation, and there- 


by involve the union. It muſt be improper to leave it in the power of 


any particular ſtate to purſue ſuch dangerous meaſures ; but if they are 
obliged to wait the approbation of Congreſs on ſuch occaſions, it is 
leſs likely that they will embroil their neighbours, becauſe Congrefs 


will act with more deliberation and coolneſs than the ſtate, whoſe feel- 


ings are more irritated by the local affront. From this obſervation I 
think it appears, that the clauſe alluded to in the articles of confede- 
ration was inferted to preſerve the peace and tranquillity of the United 
States, by reſtraining the individual ftate from involving in war and 
-wretchedneſs the American empire. "There is one exception fir, con- 


"rained in the following ſection to that quoted by the member, which 
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is, in caſe of invgſian; this could not be otherwiſe, or it muſt been a per- 


verſion of the ineans of e that were given us by God 


and nature for our own defence; and that ability impreſſed through- 
out exiſtence by nature's God, no one has a right to diveſt us of. It 
is true that in ſociety we muſt forego much of this privilege, and 


in various caſes our appeal muſt be to the law of the land, yet if I am 


attacked, I have a right to defend myſelf ; hence it is when ſurround- 
ing enemies preſs on every ſide, we have to exerciſe this privilege, and 
defend ourſelves by the beſt means in our power. To apply theſe ob- 
ſervations, it may be requiſite to conſider under what definition the 
Wyoming infurgents are to be placed. FE Gd dg ol 
The ill defigning perſons in that ſettlement, who are the object of 
the preſent meaſure, are either enemies or rebels to your goyern- 
ment; view them in which of theſe points of light you pleaſe, and 
what is the difference? It has been alleged, and the proof is fully be- 
fore the Houſe, that a lawleſs banditti in the Wyoming country have 


taken up arms and waged actual war againſt this ſtate. They defy 
your ſeverity. and contemn your lenity ; they have inſulted the dig- 


nity of your laws and the majeſty of the people, by actions of the 
moſt daring nature. There are two forms of declaring war, the one, 


that ſolemn and formal mode practiſed on many occaſions by various 


nations, conformably to that article of the Roman law which required 
a vote of the ſenate to raiſe the arms of their ſtete, in obtaining redreſs 
for the incurſions and inhoſpitality of its neighbours. The other mode 
is that of ſudden attack and oppoſition without previouſly demanding 


that juſtice from the government which is ſought by force, or decla- 


ring any ſuch intention. In either caſe the torch of war is lighted, 
and its wide extending blaze flaſhes conviction to the moſt timid, of 
the neceſſity to oppoſe force to force, as the only mean to ex- 


tinguiſn the growing conflagration which, in its progreſs, muſt in- 


volve all, without diſtinction of age or ſex. All the rules and prin- 
Ciples allowed in ſuch a ſtate of warfare govern equally, let the cauſe 
have been whatever it may. Obſerve the men who form the preſent 
oppoſition in that country and you will difcover them to be. compoſed 
not only of your own perverted citizens, but of others from the ex- 
tremes of our ſiſter ſtates, who join in defiance of your laws, and con- 
tend againſt your juriſdiction. This conduct fir, if this was all, 2- 
mounts to actual hoſtilities, to all intents and purpoſes, as much as the 
moſt formal declaration. 5 5 

Let us for a moment reflect upon the principles on which tkis article 
of the confederation was founded, what were the motives that induced 
its framers to compoſe this clauſe? The hoſtile ſtate of that country 
muſt be termed, as I already premiſed, either invaſion or rebellion ; 


if the latter, then certainly every government mult have the unalienable 


right to exerciſe its power to prevent its diſſolution or ſubverſion, and 

ought to cruſh the ſtandard of rebellion, if erected within its limits. 

Was this a caſe intended to be prevented by the article alluded to. in the 
N 2 arguments 
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arguments of the member from Franklin? no it was not. That article” 


was conceived to prevent an individual ſtate from engaging in a fo- 


reign war, or attacking ker neighbours, and by no means to wreſt from 


her the mean of telf-defence. Viewed in this light fir, the confeder- 
ation does not apply to the preſent meaſure. View them as enemies 
from abroad, and this exertion is warranted by the exception. But the 
true ſtate of the caſe is to conſider them as rebels, and that your civil 
authority being inadequate to preſerve peace, and inforce a due execution 


of your laws, it becomes requiſite to call in the aid of the military. And 


here permit me to obſerve, that it is unjuſt to infer we are about wa- 
ging war, becauſe fir we do not commence hoſtilities, but only endea- 


vour to perform thoſe duties we owe our conſtituents, and reſtore to 


them the full authority over the whole ſtate, which they are undeniably 
entitled to. It is only an endeavour to cruſh oppoſition in its infancy, 


which if ſuffered to continue in growth, may riſe gigantic and hurl 
_ defiance to all the ſtrength of Pennſylvaniz.. „„ . 
Ihe ſecond point to be conſidered is, that a caſe of this momentous 


concern ought well to be deliberated and adjuſted, leſt we err beyond 
correction. I join perfectly in ſentiment with the honorable gentle- 
man from Weſtmoreland (Mr. Findley) that it is a good rule to deli- 
berate ſeriouſly in the firſt place, and to act afterwards with firmneſs 
and deciſion; but what would be the ſituation of Pennſylvania, if 
thoſe incendiaries are permitted to continue their violence and diſorder 
much longer? it is known to a demonſtration, that a rebellion exiſts 
in that country, and that meaſures of a milder aſpect have hitherto 


proved ineffectual to allay that rage for oppoſition. Has not the ſtate 
of Pennſylvania hitherto purſued meaſures of uniform lenity towards 
them, even until we are become contemptible in the eyes of the ſur- 


rounding ſtates? Has not the ground of difference been decided con- 
formably to the articles of confederation by the decree at Trenton? 


Has not the Legiſlature of Pennſylvania paſſed an act, confirming to 
the Connecticut claimants certain lands which they held under that 


ſtate? Have they not aboliſhed the rights of their own citizens as a 
peace- offering? Have they not been allowed a ſufficient time to return 


to their duty, inſtead of which they have applied it ſolely to inereaſe 


their force and uſurp the juriſdiction over that part of the ſtate ? Let 
we alk Mr. Speaker, if after all this lenity—lenity fo ineffectual, we 


{hall one moment longer deliberate on the propriety of adopting mea- 


ſures of a different caſt, and on which we have to reply. I admit fir 
it is a good rule to deliberate, but not to deliberate until all oportu- 


pity of acting is paſſed away. When we find theſe people have 
To long been dealt mi:dly with, and that the conſequence is adding 
:rength to their oppoſition, we ought not longer to heſitate on drawing 


the {word of ſelf-preſervation. 


It has alſo been alleged, as an argument to defeat this meaſure, that 


funds are not provided, and that the expence is likely to be a great- 


er injury to the ſtate, than would be counterbalanced by any benefit 
| | that. 
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chat might reſult from its adoption- 1 "ould conſider for my own 


part, the advantages of PRESTO peace, and reftoring to the civil ma- 
giſtrate the juſt exerciſe of his powers, to far outweigh the probable 
inconveniences ; it is not likely that greater inconveniences will be 
occaſioned by acceding to the preſent bill, than will ariſe from the de- 


lay; becauſe as it is our duty to protect the friends of government, it is 


a duty we muſt one day perform; if it is delayed at the preſent, it muſt 
be adopted in future, when from the acceſſion of+force and numbers, 


you will find theſe people are not to be ſubdued by ten times the force, 


that will effect it now; if we do not provide the funds to enable Coun- 
cil to execute this meaſure, are we to oblige a part of our fellow-citt- 


zens to ſubmit to every ſpecies of injuſtice and oppreſſion, that may be 


adminiſtered by the banditti of Wyoming. 

Suppoſe we refuſe on the preſent occaſion to adopt coercive mea- 
ſures, will it not give the inſurgents additional force? and will not the 
ſame argument now made uſe of, defeat every attempt at coercion? 


* 


but above all, will not delay moſt ſurely encumber us with ten- fold the 


expence that will be neceſſary at preſent? | | 
Mr. Findley, I will juſt obſerve that I apprehend, from the warmth 
of the gentleman's arguments, that he has placed mine in a ſtronger 
light than I meant them. The obſeryation that it was neceſſary to 


| have the funds before we enter on a war, he ſays will ever apply to de- 


feat ſuch meaſures as the preſent—however the argument may operate, 
it is founded on the conſtitution, which declares that before the fund is 
raiſed, its uſes ſhall be aſcertained and decided to be more advantage- 
ous than the omiſſion. With reſpe& to the gentleman who was up the 
laſt but one, we differ as to a matter of fact; he ſays that all the funds 
of. the ſtate are drawn into a general fund, and its application 1s equally 


15 general. It may be ſo, but I have underſtood otherwiſe from the con- 


verſation of the treaſurer, and am induced to believe, that though the 
treaſurer may at one time pay a demand out of ſome fund not parti- 
cularly deſigned for that purpoſe, yet he returns what he has ſo bor- 
rowed, when the products enable him. The exciſe, for inſtance, is ap- 
. to the payment of intereſt on the depreciation certificates; 
but the exciſe revenue does not come in at the time the intereſt be- 


comes due, therefore the treaſurer borrows out of the money on hand, 


enough td anſwer the purpoſe, and when the revenue comes in, it is 
replaced. The treaſurer added, that a ſpecial regard is always paid to 
this, and the accounts are ſtated in that particular manner. 

I agree with the gentleman that there has been ſome laws directing 
expenditures of certain ſums, the one for Berks county road, but I think 
Council made ſome difficulty in drawing for the money out of the ex- 
_ funds, which were all appropriated. | | 


r. Lewis, The gentleman complains of our want of funds and 


contends that we muſt remain inactive until they are procured. The 

argument appears to me only adapted to defeat the buſineſs : let his 

conſtruction be what it may, in this light I have viewed it all along; 
ME | | and 
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and ſuppoſe the bill is not ſuſfered to paſs this ſeſſion, but matters left 
as they are until our next meeting, at three, fix, or nine months hence, 
will not his objections apply with the ſame force at that period as they 
do at the preſent ? hecauſe we know there will be as much oceaſion 
for funds then as now, and a neceſſity of providing greater, becauſe the 
malcontents will meet you with recruited vigour, their forts will be 


more teneable and the country fully grrifoned ; it will be in vain” to 


* 


aſſail their ſtrong hold with the troops which are now fully adequate; 
either I ſay Mr. Speaker we mult raiſe the force at the preſent mo- 


ment or riſque a greater expence, and ſuffer them in the interim to 
continue in oppoſition to your government. Ones 


Mr Clymer, When 1 was firſt up, I replied to the member from 
Franklin _ the broad bottom of the rights of ſovereignty. But 
confining the argument to what relates to our articles of confederation, 
I think the ſeveral gentlemen who anſwered from this fide of the 
Houſe have fully obviated his objections, as to the ſpirit of the ar- 
ticles ; but I confider our caſe fir as coming within the letter 1 have 
heard of armed men coming from the borders of other ftates, to oppoſe 
the execution of our laws; ſome from New-Town and various parts 


än its neighbourhood, have aſſociated with the refractory of our own 
Citizens, that we have to combat enemies from without as well as in- 


cendiaries within and if it is once viewed as an invaſion, which it 
may with propriety be conſidered to be, no member I apprehend will 
heſitate to declare, that it comes within the letter of the confederation, - 
as contained in the clauſe where an exception is made to favor ſuch | 
Kates who are abſolutely invaded, and whoſe time cannot permit them 
either to ſend or wait for the conſent and approbation of Congreſs, to 
take neceſſary meaſures for their own defence and preſervation. _ 
Mr. Schott, I rite, Mr. Speaker, to offer ſome remarks upon whit 
has been ſaid by the gentleman who ſpoke laſt but one (Mr. Lewis) 
when he alleged that uniform lenity had been ſhewn by the govern- 
ment of Pennſylvania to the ſettlers at Wyoming: That gentleman 
muſt be miſtaken in his information, or I do not believe Fe would 
afſert what he has juit done; becauſe if that lenity which he mentions 
had been obſerved after the decree of Trenton, this Houſe would not 
now be purſuing ſuch harſh meaſures as are offered in the preſent bill. 
If at that time inſtead of marching an armed force into that country, 
a. proclamation holding out the language of reconciliation, and con- 
firming thoſe claims which have fince been given was iſſued, I am con- 
ſident in aſſerting fir that Pennſylvania would not at this moment con- 
tain more loyal or better diſpoſed citizens than the Wyoming ſettlers. 
'That opportunity was unfortunately loft, but I fill think the object of 
reftoring peace and harmony within our reach, and that without the 
exerciſe of military force; for the perſons who are deemed ſo law- 
leſs are not I hope ſo numerous as to wake it i, The majority 
e 


of the Houſe will decide as they judge proper on the ſubject before 


them; but fir I cannot admit that Pennſylvania has ſhewn every lenity 
which ſhe might and ought to have done. Ihe -- 
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Ihe queſtion on the firſt clauſe of the bill was now taken, and 
agreed to almoſt unanimonſly. . | 1 8 
The following clauſe was conſidered: 5 5 
And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That within fixty 
days next after the day of every free male inhabitant of 
the ſaid county of Luzerne, of the age of eighteen years or upwards, 
ſhall take and ſubſcribe the oath or affirmation of allegiance, and make 
and ſubſcribe the following declaration before ſome one of the juſtices 
of the peace of the ſaid couzzy, to wit: *I A. B. do acknowledge and 
declare that the ſtate of Pennſylvania have lawful right to extend her 
juriſdiction to the whole county of Luzerne, to exerciſe her govern- 
meat and enforce the full execution of her laws therein; that I do and 
will reſt ſatisfied with the proviſions of the late law of the ſaid ſtate, 
entitled, an act for aſcertaining to certain perſons called Connecticut 
claimants the lands by them claimed within the county of Luzerne, 
and for other purpoſes therein mentioned,” and of the law which is a 
ſupplement thereto, and I renouuce and forever give up all claim to 
land within the ftate of Pennſylvania under any title derived or pre- 
tended to be derived from the colony or ſtate of Connecticut, or the 
Suſquehannah company, or in conſequence of any purchaſe ſaid to have 
been made of the Indians, or from any of the commiſſioners, or from 
any po- ſon or perſons whomſoever, acting or pretending to act under 
tbe authority or orders of the company, excepting only ſuch lands as 
it is declared by the act aforeſaid, ſhall be confirmed to the Connecticut 
.claimants. And I do ſolemnly engage to appear at the call of the 
civil and militia officers of the ſaid county, or any of them, and to the 
utmoſt of my power ſupport them in the full execution of the laws of 
the Commonwealth of Pennſylvania,” | ALOE 1 
Mr. Kennedy wiſhed to amend this clauſe by inſerting after the word 
te county” (printed in Italic) *unleſs he has already taken the oath pre- 
ſcribed by law. He wiſhed this to be inſerted, becauſe he confidered 
that if the perſons diſregarded their former oath, they would diſregard 
tan allo. gn op fu noms „% $4 
Mr. Clymer. The reaſon that influenced your Committee to ſubject 
all the inhabitants to this oath, was, becauſe it 1s alleged, that the 
mode in which the former was adminiſtered, did not correſpond with 
the one, which the cuſtom of their country impoſed ; the New: Eng 
land people having generally been uſed to ſwear with uplifted hand, 
and this had been taken by another mode. 85 | 4, 
The queſtion was put on the amendment, and determined in the 
negative. | | : | | 7 j | F 1 
r. Findley. I am not going to vote againſt the clauſe, but I do 
not like it altogether, as it is without a precedent to extort an oath 
from one part of the citizens, while others are left at liberty; it is 
creating not only an extraordinary oath, but new crimes and puniſh. 
ments in its conſequences - ſuch precedents as we are about to eſtabliſh, 
is extremely dangerous, and may hereafter be extended as an en- 
: 2 : oa 
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pine of oppreſſion; it is certainly important, and ought to be well con- 
dere before it is gone into. | | | 


Mr. Peters thought there was a great deal of propriety in the obſer- | 


vation made by the member, but on this occaſion he thought it neceſ- 


fary to have ſome criterion, to determine the fidelity of thoſe who ac- 


cepted the lenity of government, in ſubſtantiating their claims to the 


lands in Luzerne; he was as much oppoſed to multiply eaths on any oc- 


caſion, as any perſon, but could think of no other means to ſubſtitute ; 


he thought it proper to forget and forgive thoſe who ſhould now come 


forward, and pay obedience in future to the laws. 
Some further converſation took place, when the clauſe was agreed 
The three following clauſes paſſed without debate 15 
And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, 
free male perſon of the age of eighteen year, or upwards, who at any 


time within two years next after the paſſing of this act, ſhall become 


an inhabitant of, or reſide within the ſaid county, ſhall in like man- 
ner take and ſubſcribe the oath or affirmation aforeſaid, within ſixty 
days next afer the commencement of his reſidence therein, or of his 
arriving at the age of eighteen years. | EE = 
And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That every free 
male perſon of the age of eighteen years or upwards, who is, or ſhall 
become an inhabitant of the ſaid county, or ſhall refide therein, who 
for the ſpace of ſixty days next after tze day of 
| next, or next after the commencement of 


his reſidence within the ſaid county, or of his arriving at the age of 


eighteen years, ſhall neglect to take and ſubſcribe the oath or aſſirm- 
ation aforeſaid, and to make and ſubſcribe the ſaid declaration, 


ſhall forfeit all right to land within ſaid county by virtue of the act 


aforeſaid, and alſo be forever incapable of receiving or holding by 
inheritance or otherwiſe, any land within this ſtate ; and he ſhall 


moreover be deemed to entertain a deſign to diſturb the peace of 


the ſaid county and to reſiſt the lawful authority of this Common- 
wealth, and upon conviction of ſuch neglect ſuch offender ſhall en- 
ter into a recognizance in the fum oft 1 
pounds, with one or more ſufficient ſurety or ſureties, to keep the 
peace and be of good behaviour for two years, or be committed 


to gaol. And if any perſon who ſhall have ſubſcribed the oath or 


affirmation and declaration aforeſaid, ſhall fail to ſtand forth and 
ſapport the offieers aforeſaid, or any of them, when called as afore- 


id, in executing the laws of this Commonwealth, ſuch perſon ſhall 
for the firſt offence forfeit the ſum of 


pounds, and for the ſecond and every ſubſequent offence, the ſum of 


| pounds. 
Aud be it further enafied by the authority aforeſaid, That every ju- 
ſtice of the peace before whom the ſaid oath or affirmation and 


declaration ſhall be ſubſcribed, ſhall keep a fair regiſter of the 


Names 


That every other 
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names and ſurnames of the perſons ſo ſubſcribing, and the time 
when, and give to each of them a certificate of his having taken, 
made and ſubſcribed the ſame. And every ſuch juſtice of the peace 
ſhall within fourteen days next after the expiration of the ſaid ſixty 
days, and at the end of every three months afterwards during two 
years from the paſſing of this act; tranſmit under his hand and ſeal 
true liſts of the names and ſurnames of the perſons ſo ſubſcribing, 
of their places of abode, and times when they took, made and ſub- 
ſcribed the oath or affirmation and declaration aforeſaid, to the re- 
corder of deeds for the ſaid county ; and the ſaid recorder 1s here- 
by enjoined to enter the ſame on record. „5 | 
Mr. Schott moved to fill up the firſt blank in the following clauſe, 
with the 28th inſtant ; and « + ſecond with the 28th of May. | 
And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That the per- 
ſons called Connecticut claimants be and they are hereby allowed 
to preſent and ſupport their claims in the manner preſcxibed in the 
ſaid act, from the | day of „ ne 
os day of | and that the preſent called Penn- 
ſylvania claimants be and they are hereby allowed to preſent and 
ſupport their claims at any time before the firſt day of January, 
which will be in the year of our Lord 1789. And the claims of the 
"reſpective claimants which ſhall be preſented and ſupported within 
the times above preſcribed ſhall be as effectual to eſtabliſh their re- 
ſpective claims, as if the ſame had been preſented and ſupported 
within the times firſt allowed them by the act to which this is a 
- ſupplement. 7 V . 
_ - Mr. Schott was of opinion that the claimants under Connecticut 
rights and thoſe under 8 Hr ones, would both be glad to know 
their doom at an early period; the ſooner it could be determined the 
better, becauſe the improvement and cultivation of the land would be 
ſuſpended, whilſt the deciſion of their rights was ſuſpended : if it 
could be adjuſted by May, there would be then time enough to get in 
their crops—and the injury though great, could not be ſo pernicious as 
the total loſs of year's product; this was his reaſon for wiſhing ex- 
pedition in the concluſion of the buſineſs. | - ns 
Mr. Lowrey thought ſome time ought to elapſe, in order that the 
well-diſpoſed might give aſſurance of their allegiance, becauſe it was 
propoſed, that none hut ſuch as took the oath, ſhould be allowed their 
claim. | | | | | 
Mr. Schott was of opinion that the claims of ſuch as choſe to give an 
immediate aſſurance of their good diſpoſition might be directly decided, 
and he had no doubt but the perſon who had taken the firſt oath would 
ſubſcribe the laſt, and ſaw no cauſe of delay on this account. 
Some further converſation took place, when Mr. Schott's motion 


+ 


was agreed to, with an alteration of the firſt of May, ir ſtead of the 


twenty-eighth _ | | 
Ihe following clauſe being under conſideration, viz. 


And 
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„ | coy f by the Conncil, the ſaid three appraiſers, or any two of 


even handed and and one other fourth-part by the firſt day of _ 


mmamanner as the certificates now by law receivable at the ſaid office for 
5 land, in the old or new ee And the compenſation which the 
board of property ſhall fix in new lands, ſhall be taken in the reſiduum 
+, of the donation lands or in any other public lands within the old ot 
mieutew purchaſe, not reſerved 1 7 uſe of the Commonwealth. , KW 
EP + _- + * Mr. Findley. It is here Mr. Speaker T apprehend,” chat the ſubjet 
pf the funds comes with propricty before us; and I ſhall ſuggeſt the 
8 eee opoitions for the conſideration; of the Houſe; Firſt, out 
dk What funds are theſe inſtalments to be paid, when they become due? 
Aud ſecond, what monies are tobe'appropnated-for-the payment ef the 
A imzereſt in the interim? and third, what will be the amount of the debt 
we. are to aſſume ? 1 confder dir that it will be neceſſary when the. 
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create a new debt, to be charged upon our appropriated funds, at 


the ſame time when it is allowed, that they have failed to anſwer the 


Houſe are to grant funds to any purpoſe,” the amount ought to be/pre- | 
| is 5 I think the ſame obſervation holds 
good—far as I ſaid before, we are as the law now ſtands, going to 
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demands which they are already 0 e to; many of them it is al. 5 : 


have failed, the impoſt certain 


further, by charging it with the payment of intereſt and inſtalments, 


which they do not know the amount of. If it ſhould be the duty of the. 
Houſe to add this expence to the ſtate, ſurely the amount ought to be 


aſcertained ; but I believe they have no eſtimate or certificate of what 


ſome 


y has; now let gentlemen con- 
fider ſeriouſly, how far it will be their duty, to encumber theſe funds 


this might be. I have taken a great deal of pains" to procure for myſelf 55 
e wee on this head, but I cannot ſay I have been ſo ſucceſſ- 


ful as I could wiſh. I think from what I have been able to collect, 


that ĩt . within C. 200,000 others are of opinion, that it wili 


not exceed ( 100, ooo, but in both theſe eſtimations we may be de- 


ceived; Thave already fir been deceived in this matter, not thut! : 


charge any perſon with a deſign 


to have deceived. me; for I beheve _ 
the gentlemen who compoſed the late Houſe, and who acceded to the nf cn 


bill for confirming the Connecticut claims, were equally miſtaken 


with myſelf. I know I have been "miſtaken both as to the quantity 
and quality: of the lands in diſpute. I think we were then given to 
believe, that the land did not exceed 20, 000 acres, of no great va- 
lue; I ſay fir, I dont mean to advance that we were impoſed upon. 
any more than we impoſed upon ourſelves; but I now find: fir, that 


demands are made upon us not only for lands given up to the Con- 


necticut people, but for houſes, orchards, meadows, and other va- 


| luable improyements. I was alſo lead to believe, that the) were ſa . 


 tisfied: with the compenſation we propoſed to give them; but you- _ 
Nit 


find by the clauſe 


ore you, that they. are not ſatisfied, and tha 
is deemed reaſonable to 


go further and do them ample juſtice. Well 


fir; but will what is now - propoſed ſatisfy them? will they deem it 
| jul to give them certificates unſuſtained by auy funds ? or will they 


y an order for the intereſt without the payment? I ba- 


lieve fir - 
Moreover, I conſider it as doing an eſſential injury to the public cre- 


_ ditors;- the price of their certificates are very low, owing in a great ' 

' meaſure I ſuſpe&t to the deficiency in the payments of intereſt ;; bur 
here we are making an additional call upon the funds, already inſuſſi- 

We are not in a ſituation to do 


cient for their original appropriation. 
juſtice to both Connecticut be 


_ of juſtice, which. is the debt of merit, occupies the firſt place, and both 


mn 


W 


As we are not a 


aimants and the public creditors, let us 
therefore provide for our debts of juſtice, before we are liberal the debt 


and fact are moſt entitled to our protection ani couſideration. 
uainted with the extent of the demands, nor have 


* - . LES : 3 * 
: 3 7. 3 5 55 0 5 3 


y will not be ſatisfied, unleſs both theſe things are obtained. 


funds to anſwer them, I do not ſee how it can be proper to go eats 1 
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5 3 it ve are again e in FE extent of this clain} 
_ * _- andiit ſhould again exceed the C. 200,000 or 100, ooo it is now ſup- 
© poſed to be, What will be the conſequence.? We have already done 
enough blindly and without information, therefore, for the preſent, L 
thin it molt proper to deſiſt, or at leaſt allow ourſelves as much time 
as poſſible to e t better information; for I muſt on myſelf very de- 
| ad, but will endeavour to- be Lene: Prepared on the 
third reading of the bill. : 
. _ -.«:Mr;'Clymerdid not know by vat means the gentleman had bl: 
1 e ſo much: information as he profeſſod to have; for his part, after 
N hearing all that was laid before ls 
ex ponce would come within the limits he had mentioned. The gen- | 
tleman ſeems to doubt the power of the Houſe to incur a new debt, in 
defence of the happineſs and ſafety of the ſtate; but ſurely he muſt know 
that the Conftitution is no barrier to ſuch meaſure, and he. muſt be ac- 
gquainted with the practice of other nations. In England it is well 
_ known that the patliament create new debts, upon the faith of a ſim 
reſdblution; and from the very term of funded and unfunded debt, 
muſt have concluded that the practice obtained there, as well as in a> | 
United States, to hear a right of this nature diſputed, by that gentle- 1 
man wd ſo ſtrongly has urged the ſupremary of the . eG on 
veg former occaſion, muſt be a ſubſect of wonder and-admitation.: {> 47! 
Me. Findley ſuſpected he was miſunderſtood, for it was only the 
| equity and expediency, and not ty night which be band comended | 


fictent on this 


\ againſt.” 


Mr. tee, This Ge: vetteey a weitete buſineſs to Moc : 
3 many years, and I think the hour is near at hand when the 


commotion ought to be allayed. The gentleman who is juſt ſeated; 
eonceives fir, that he has been groſsly deceived in the meaſ 
was adopted by the late Houſes to accompliſh this deſirable object; 


I fancy kr our information at that time was pretty nearly: alike; 4 5 


temember then to have made enquiry into the extent of theſe 1 


_ claims, and was informed, that about 20,000 acres of- valuable lands f 


a upon the river, was to be generally given up, beſide ſome further 
all c Ng gentleman muſt have for- 
+ x this latter circumſtance, or I am ſure he Pods not have mentioned 


e county, of not ſo great Worth. 


* one without the other; but ſuppoſe ſir that the __ of their claim 
_ ſhould be {.'100;000, and we were now about to begin this buſineſs, 


andl it appeared clearly to the Houſe that forces muſt be raiſed, or that £ 
| ſum" facrificed to preſerve peace, the Houſe would conſider 3 1 


before they engaged in a war, and that at a very critical time, whi 


might add to its obſtinacy and ſeverity ; ; the Houſe would alſo confi- | 


der whether it would not be entailing a much greater expence on them- 


. ſelves and conſtituents, than the ten times the ſum diſpoſed of in-this l 


manner; and whether it was likely to procure them one more good 


citizen, than the meaſure of laſt ſprin has done. If it is neceſſary to 
„ an ee . theſe claims, betore Diet "ow * 5 to be done; the © 


moment 
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ani of TERS cpa, = ve cannot effect: a eee a with. | 
cout a long and obſtinate contention. 
: The gentleman 'conceiyes. the power to be wich wa of. 5 
money without funds, but denies the expediency ; believe fir every. > 5 
br nation who have a ſudden occafion to obtain money, do it upon their. 
faith : England, my worthy colleague obſerves, has frequently done 
it by a ſimple reſolution, and fir I ſhould be glad to ſee the credit 
of Pennſylvania ſo far revived, as to be able to obtain it on the ſame _ 
ſecurity, and an equal credit aid to the honeſt diſpoſitions of the i” by | 
giſlators of the ſtate, to provide funds for the diſcharge of any eng 
ment they may enter into. .. Suppoſe, Mr. Speaker, this ſum to 
C. 100, oo that is wanted on the preſent occaſion, it is but ee 
per annum; this ſum fir could injure the public creditors. but little, 
andT believe fr the perſons in whoſe favour this ſum is granted, are 
as well entitled to our bounty at this moment as many A publio 
ereditors within the ſtate. The Houſe, I hope fir, will have an ac- 125 0 
curate ae, of their funds, in three * four days, and then 1 ſome 
of the gentleman's objeRions ma Es ov rr. 
Mf.Ir. Findley contended that the debt already aſſumed was a debt of _ 
merit and of onor, and that the Houſe ur not to lay hands on any . 5 
of the appropriations to apply them to new uſes ; and this meaſure was 
not complying. with the idea of juſtice, which it held out in the p pre- 
amble to the preſent clauſe, becauſe the certificate would be of little 
value, unleſs the Houſe provided funds for the Payment of the i inter. . | 
eſt, and diſcharge of the principal. „„ 
5 One gentleman had queſtioned the authority from which he! e = „ 
his information; he would only anſwer that he had ſuch E ry ag Oo \ . 
| though he was not at liberty to name the perſon; but it would be a 5 „ 
happy circumſtance if the amount was under the ſum he had named. _ 0 PE, 
The _ itleman from the city tells us that it will only be an, dE So * 1 
_ dition of 6900 per annum, which will not much injure the public ere M8 
* this is ſtrange fir, when it is conſidered that it comes from "I \' 
pou eman who e laments the deranged ſituation of thoſe voy. „ 
The queſtion was put and carried on the clauſe, when | „ 
Mr. Findley called the yeas and nays, but withdrew ih 
85 wg he was not fond of multiplying, them, and it was but the ſecond „ 
Teading-. . „ 
. being now agreed to, it was ordered to be tranſcribed and | Tet Kong 
The Houſe adjourned to meet to-morrow, at half paſt nine, A. 51. „„ TOY 0 
SaTurpaY, November. 17, 1787. A. M. | it 5 | 


The Ne urſuant to adjournment. 5 1 „„ 

A letter from Jo n Carſon, Eſq. in excuſe for his non-attendance | „ 
was. read; Ordered to lie on the table 
On motion, . that Mr. M*<Clay have tea we of abſence da- . 
. 3 1 8 . 
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K N Ae Garret Broadbead and Cornelius Vinbern, i in hes 8 

half of themſelves and others, was read, remonſtrating againſt the act 
e entitled an act for aſcertaining and confirming to certain perſons. 
© called Connecticut claiments, the lands by them claimed within the _ 
855 ant" therein mentioned, ry __ : 


county of Luzerne, and for other pu 
| ae the operation thereof may be mere? 
Ordeted to lie on the bie 


. petition from Miſes inhabitants of the county of Luzerne was 


bead, praying a further time may be allowed them to preſent ti 
OY claims to the commiſſioner appointed under the act above recited ; 
_ Ordered to lie on the table. 
WW petition From Zebulon Butler was read, ee that in con- 
| . to the act entitled ** an act for quieting t 


3 


e diſturbances at 


Wyoming, for ardonin a c and for other e rg | 
rrende 


therein mentioned, he ſu himſelf, entered into a reco 


zance with one ſorety; ; that notwithſtanding bis ſurrender afor bid, 


5 a ſuit was inſtituted againſt him for a certain treſpaſs ſaid to have deen 7 


committed, and judgment awarded thereupon, for a conſiderable ſum 


: of money, and praying this Houſe to grant him relief in the premiſſes; 


Ordered to lie on the table. 
On motion of Mr. Pata, ſeconded by Mr. Lewis, 
"Reſolved, that it be recommended to 


; 1 ſund acres for the uſe of public ſchools, greeably to 
oo ; 7th day of April, orb 


The Committce of accounts made a final report, that they bad at 


Fe different times, during the preſent ſeſſion, received from David Rit- 
tenhouſe, Eſq. the Wilo ing bills of eredit, emitted by an act of _ 


ks "TE Afembly, paſſed the 16th day of March, 7855 vir. 


595 bills of twenty fhilli each, 293 
000 do. of Ke ſhillings each, 10 4 . 
,coo do, of ten ſhillings each, t 1 755 : e 8 
18 oo do. of five ſhillings each. 1 FFVVCVGö 4 1 3 
4, 8co do. of two ſhillings 3 each, nh; 5 
. 4,800 do. of one ſhilling and 1 each, 8 
6,300 do, of nine-pence esch, 43 . 3 


i 1 , eee . 20% %%/n0 
Ant which . babe expinined, \ counted and burned, according to 
law. 

- The report of the Committee of John penn] jun. and John Penn Eſq. 
read yeſterday, was read the ſecond time; whereu 


"Reſolved, that the petitioners have leave to withdra draw their petition. 7 
"The report on the meſſuage of Council reſpecting the claim of 

* ſecond time, 
"© ON n the EE * will the TP 8 to * . NS 75 


5 Col mel Francis 'Mentge?,, read yeſterday, was read 
e 


. e Supreme Bxecutive Coat > 
27, ft; to take immediate meaſures for locating and ſurv el ſixty thou- 
law paſſed the 


HE 17 of three- INE each, 2 3 5 Ke. Ti nt, : 


* 
5 5 Deen r 
5 25 WWW 
. : 
4 x 2 ** 
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N that a | Clombninter be appointed for the 2 wit V 
ing in a bill authorifing and en eee the comptroller to iſſue a cer. 
- . te to the ſaid Colonel Mentgez, for the um x of one hundred : 
py unds, bearing intereſt from the e as a compen- 
5 = —_ for his ſervices. It was carried in the neg ative, .. „ 
„ ee way read yeſterday, on the petition” 0 Devereux Smith, . 
„ the ſecond time, | e 
| "Ordered, that the farther conſideration therbof be x | | | 
120 rt read November 15th, on the petition of divers inhabitants | ff 
| of Wen heſter, was read the ſecond time ; whereupon, _ _ — 
Reſolved, that a Committee be appointed to bring in a bill cont: CO oe Co On 
tuting a certain diſtri of county contiguous to ſaid court-houſe, the ] 
8 5 _— town, bounded as ſet forth in their petition, 5 called Weſt. ꝝOFrF 
i ſter, 152 75 . 1 ; 
Ordered, that the coembees From Chather County be a a Committee to VV 
bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing reſolution. | Oo 
1 8 Helge rt read November 15th, on the petition of divers inhabi- _ > 5 oO 
5 tants of loyamenſing, &C. was read the ſecond time, „% ol 
2 0 ; Ordered to be re-cmmittet. 
7+ be Gamen to whom was recommitted the report on the petit. 
on of divers inhabitants of the county of Bucks, made report, which » 
was read; and on motion and by ſpecial, es the ſame was nod ne. 
_ ſecond time; n 
+ Reſolved, that A Commirtes be appointed to bring in a bill 5 6% 4 
5 eſtabliſhment of 'a ſeminary of learning, eee to the ſaid petition, , & 
and for the endowment of the ſame, with oh. acres of t ungp- e 
1 3 lands within this Commonwealtn. „ 
55 rdered, that the members from Bucks County be a | Committee 6 to = TE 
Hrin 2 in a bill conformably to the foregoing reſolution. I 
© - The bill entitled“ an act for veſting the public ſtore- houſe and two 
lots of ground, in the borough and county of Lancaſter, in the trun . T 
- tees of Franklin college, for ts uſe.of wa 8 e wu ek ] * 
the ſecond time and conſidered by 8 VVT 
Ordered, that it be tranſcribed, and and in 1 the mean time printed FIG + a ol 
blic conſideration. - - C 
The bill entitled ** an act for anthotining | thee Supreme Executive Pn; - 
: Cont to draw an order on the treaſurer of this ſtate, for the ſum'of '- 
| ra nine pounds ten ſhillings, in favor of Alexander M-Dowell,” 
was read the ſecond time, and debated by pa ragraphs ; . „„ 


* 


Ordered, that it be tranſcribed, and in "the mean time printed for . n 
— public conſideration. He, 785 5 
The bill entitled * an act for ins thouſand acres of 3 
unappropriated lands in the incorporated: 3 philoſophical ſoci- 0 


22 ing uſeful knowledge, was read the ſeend time, and con- 
ſidered by paragraphs, = 

- Ordered, that it be trnferibed, and in th mean time prined for 77, "i 
public conſideration. SES . 5 => 


WS 
2 ks 
Es - 
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; ps as held the ſame, by virtue of ſome prior 


| hereditaments. 
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On de ordered, that Monday: next. be appointed for the as 


reading of che bill entitled an act to alter and amend an act entitled 
a2 act for erecting and opening a loan office for the ſum of fifty chou- 1 
5 fand. pounds, and that it be the order for that dax. 5 


The Houſe adjourned until three o'clock to-morrow, P.. M. 
4 1  Monvar, November 19, 1787, P. M. 25 
"The Houſe met-purſuant to adjournment. ___. | 
A memorial from- John Penn, j jun. and John Penn, Bfy. was read. 


as follows; viz... 1 
„ Ty the honorable the Repreſentatives of the Commonwealth of; b 5 


| ſylvania. 8 5 
- "The actin] of John Penn, jun. and John Penn, 28 3 
Rrsr EC TUI SR RWI Tn, 5 
THAT by the act of Aſſembly paſſed i in the year 1779, $i the. 8 
proprietary eſtate of your memorialiſts in the Commonwealth of Fenn- 
ylvania, their lands known by the name of Proprietary Tenth; or Mo. 455 
— were accepted and confirmed to tbem: : 
That by the negligence of 2 memorialiſt's ſurveyors! and other 
ſervants, ſurveys: of divers. of the. aforeſaid Tenths or Manors, were 
not made and regularly returned into the land- office on or before the 


A4t1th day of July, 2776, although the warrants for that purpoſe had been 
iſſued long before that period; by means of whieh negligence, the pro- 


rty of your memorialiſts in many of the ſaid Tenths or Manors, : 


+ Stick! have heretofore been poſſeſſed by: them as ſuch, has become 
doubtful. 


Four imemorialiſts, being firmly perſuaded that the intention of the 


above-mentioned act of appropriation was to have excepted, and ſeparated 5 


them from the public proprietary eſtate before the period of American in- 
dependence, therefore beg leave to lay before you an account of ſuch Ma- 


nors and Tenths, as were not ſurveyed and returned ir into o the land- 


office, on or before the 4th of July, 1776. mw 
And your memorialiſts beg leave further to repreſent to your W 5 


able Houſe, that by the above-mentioned aft of 1 779, beſides the afore-- W 


ſaid Tenths or Manors, there was reſerved to the late roprietaries, all : - 


5 | their er eſtates, lands and hereditaments, which they were then 


to in their private capacity, by device, purchaſe or deſcent; 
and chat ſince the paſſing of the ſaid act, doubts have ariſen Whether Wy 
by. general terms made uſe in the ſame, the ſaid act has ſuſſiciently con- 


-.. firmed to your memorialiſts all ſuch eſtates as they then poſſeſſed, or 


were entitled to by purchaſe of themſelves or their anceſtors, from ſuch ; 
varrant, "ſurvey. or . 


ocation < -- Fong et 
4. Your . therefore may 0 esl Houſe, ill, by: an 
explanatory cauſe, confirm to them all the ſaid private eſtate, lands 1 8 


e the inclination of the ho- 
y og ſuſtained agg 


« : ; by, 
Jn & "14 . "0 5 I 
: 


— 


And your memoria 


$4 


* 
8. 


x 


r 4 Committee of claims ; made-s further report in party _ . 05 


ants, the lands by . claimed within the count of Luzerne, And 


: | 0 4 RE N ” : . Fe: 1 goes , = % 42 9% - 3 9 % R —% 
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„„ of PennSrLTanLA,. W 5 e 1 
8 3 e as far- as is conſiſtent with cinerea 3 of. io 


the Commonwealth, beg leave further to inform the honorable Houſe, 


— they have lately had conſiderable demands made on them for arfears 
of taxes on the aforeſaid. Tenths or Manors and private eſtates, which  _ 
il they are compelled: to pay, would be {ill adding to their loſs, which oe 


has already been ſo great. 


'Your memorialiſts 8 pray your. bend e Houſe: will be N 
pleaſed to exempt them from payment of all ſuch taxes, as were due 
| SN e K Ins! on. nies Was Ang of January, 1787. 
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| time. dies. 
Ordered, that it be referred to Meſſrs. Clymer, Lewis Poters, Kea 
and Findley, to report thereon. adde 
1 vm from James Young, an inſolvent debtor canfinedis in cho 


il of the city and county of adelphia was read, ſetting forth; that 

is caſe is differently circumſtanced from thoſe other inſolvents whoſe 
\ T inaſmuch as he hath on 
oat aſſigned his property to truſtees for the payment of his juſt debts, 
therefore praying that ſuch reviſal or amendment may take plz e in 2 


. oO 55 a5 III extend to him ſuitable refief; 
: Ordered to lie on dhe tables; 


2 ee Ordered to lie on the table. 


- The petition of Zebulon Butler, read November. 17, was read-the 75 


ond Ene; 


eee "that it be referred to Meflrs. Lewes, Clingan and Shed, = 


ct thereon. .. 
Foy — 0/5 wr inted for the N ended x bill entitled a 
3 an act for regulating the meaſure- | 


<a ſupplement to 
ment 6's corn and falt imported into the port of Philadelphia,” which 


Fee read the firſt time, and DOrdered to lie on the table 5 
greeably to che order of the day the bill entitled : an act to alter 
1 — an act for erecting and ope K 


for the ſum of thouſand pounds, was read tt rd time, 
conſidered by p — graphs; 


Ordered, that ir bo enge for the purpoſe of bring cnated . N 


2 unn 


eee e eee be fig. „ 
ing of the bill entitled 4 3 to an act entitled an an act ſur 


aſcertaining and confirming to certain ns called Connecticut claim. 


for. other prirpaies theeimay Tg ntioned,” ” and that it be OE for che. 


” og 
day. 


Adjourn rde half f pat rne o'clock to-morrow. 3 7 5 


* 
3 EO 


Aud on motion and \by cial oder, the fume was d . 


. . 


136 i, Davarus of the vga Avanny | 


E ons pe +: > Toxzspar,: Novice: 20, 2787; - 4. N. = 6 = 
—_ - "The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 3 
X petition from à Committee choſen by the . of Putt. 85 
5 burg — the neighbouring country, was read, referring to the peti- 
2 to formet Houſes of Aſſembly, and praying that parts of the 
counties of Weſtmoreland and Waſhingt on may be erected into a ne, 
3 . eee eee e e fecal oder de fame e ee 
| Ordered, that it be referred 10 Meſiis.: Ciymer, Kain; , „ 
5 G. Heilter, 2 Irvine, M. Dowell, Philips and Scho, to pas 18 
Z petition from a number of inhabitants of the county of Weſt= -_ 
RR 5 moreland was e 8 ying the feat of juſtice in and for the ſaid 
| \. | Eounty, may be fixed and eſtabliſhed at Hannahs-Town, as being te 
moſt eligible place for that purpoſe” within the ſame. county; and on 
motion 1 by ſpecial order, the ſame was read a ſecond tim. 
| © Ordered, that the ſame, together with the petitions of a ſimilar % 
not remaining on the files of the General ny: be ey bei o 
the laſt named Committee to report there. 
Mr. Lollar. Mr. Speaker, the conſtitution of this 8 eee 
| requires that public ſchools for the convenient inſtruction wes youth be 
_ eſtabliſhed within each county. In conſequence whereof, an act of 
__ General Aſſembly hath been paſſed, whereby ſixty thouſand acres are 
_ - appropriated for the uſe of public ſchools ; and as ſeveral large tracts 
of unappropriated lands' have lately been granted to ſeveral ſeminaries 
of learning within particular counties, and other applications for like 
purpoſes will doubtleſs be complied with, which _ juſt reaſon for 
many to doubt whether unequal appropriations of the public lands of 
this ſtate: _ not hereafter: be made; therefore I give notice to the 
. ._ - Houſe; that I intend ſhortly to offer a reſolution for the appointment 
fa Committee, to brin r a bill to yy e to each county their 
V proportion of ſaid ſixty thouſand acres, and that each county pay the 
5  _expence for taking up their reſpectiue proportions, and not burthen the 
> _._____ ſtate wich the expence as is commonly the cafe on like gecaſions, - 
A {letter from the Hon. dae Woods, Eſq. incloſing certain 


2 
8 
* 


es controverting the: petitign of Lewis Kaſtleman, read in the way, 
_—: ouſe September 7. laſt, were Preſented to eee andthe EO 
7 * as follows, vir. 
ö { BCE. . - Philadelphia; 3 20 ee 55 
A Ix laſt ſeſſions of AM a remonſtrance was ' preſented 20. —_ 0 
j TE e of the then members, in behalf of a certain Lewis Caſ- 


= i; _ tleman; who complained I had obtained a conveyance of him the ſaid 
= _. Caftieman; in a fraudulent manner, by which falſe complaint I feel my- 
elf much injured; I requeſt your having the incloſed pape read, 


_—- DIPS If will give ſatisfaction to your able body. 
. 125 LT = p- wo be 5 8 5 N 
_ | The Hovorable Spaker | Cache Nose Ee 
8 e 1 KNOW 5 
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XNO. all c men As theſe preſents, Kae I, Look Gn of Sun, 5 
waa county,” and province of” 'Pennſylvania, yeoman, for and in- 5 13 
conſideration of the fs of twenty pounds, lawful mene of the- P. 1 
vince aforeſaid, to me in hand , by George Woods of Bedford, 1. 

_ the receipt whereof I de hereby acknowledge; ha ranted, bargained 1 
and ſold, and by theſe preſents do en bargain ind ſell all my right, 
title, intereſt, property, claim and demand, of; in and to s certain im. 
Fe jaw and tract of land, ſituate on the ſouth ſide of 5 8 | 

reek, joining and below Richard Hockly's ud, n the-moutir of 7 |} . 
Bruſh Run, and above the ſettled ee of John Fouts or. 8 „„ 
Holmes; together with all and ſingular my imprötements thereo OB, r 
to wit: a houſe of twenty by eighteen, bne ſtory ay an half hi hf a . 
mall field, cleared, Fence 454 tilled, and 3 meadow cleared ane 
ſowed wir timothy; ; ſaid improvements being made in the years M 
_ thouſand ſeyen hundred fixty one and two; all whichsimprovements K;B 
Tin manner and form aforeſaid, releaſe and We it claim unto the Ea” 
aid George Woods, his heirs, executors, adminiſtrators and afligns, * ] 
with all and every the emoluments and advantages that may ac rue 

unto the ſaid Woods from ſaid improvements, or any part af them, but 
mall be deemed and taken, and are hereby declared to be o his be 
ſaid George Woods, his heirs, and affigns, own proper uſe and behoof, 
without any let, ſuit, trouble, moleftation' or evection oſ nie the aid 


Lewis Caftleman, my heirs, executors, adminiſtrators or or 
any 5 or perſons claiming or to claim, by, from dr under me, 
or any of them, any thing herein contained to che _— norwith- 


In „ee Thave hereuntofet- ay band and ſeal, this rent T2 3 
By of Nays, one thouſand Den hundred and ſixty- nine. 

| Lewis gra; eee (. 75 

1 ed, ſealed was Gel in preſenes of 3 . 

| 1 Jobn Miller. e FLIp4 7a 7 5 3 „„ 
N. 8. The other witneſs's name is in Dutch, e camot be mate Lan 

our. : i S008 at 3 8 #5 1 


be aboye l a true copy, as taken from the origi, 


Es e 20; LIMIT Le W. Hens r. 
Cumberland, 4. 1 
Before me, one of his Majeſty” : jollers of the- prank for aid ceny 7 
came Lewis Caftleman, and being duly fworn according to law, depo- 
ſeth and faith, that he this epd lived on à certain piece of land 
Joining and above John Fout's 1 on the ſouth fide o Dunnings 
5 Gere in the year 1762, that George Armiſtrong and Major 
Ward came to this 0 deponent's houſe on ſaid Tad: and-defired, him to 
leave that Tand, as Ka: faid land belonged to George Groghan and | 
them; and alſo threatened this deponent, chat he never ſhould have the 
aid land. This deponent alſo ſaith, that he got amid that they migbt 
turn him out ws 1d Und and leſt he ſfrould be deſblate of a PLES, 7 
* went * por ar 2 5 Piece wg land ho ThE . | 


* ” 85 & 


E's * ' 
A 
4 1 Huh CRE 22 <> Be 
: 1 e 3 


* 7 3 rr 
r rat 0 Anas... 

ED r LETT: 
470 þ WAS 2 


5 „ | Davares f che ssi Aist: 


Eo 5 but 4 that he never. 1 fan's; or 8 ſaid yh © 1 5 
TFout's, or improvements to George Groghan or George Armſtrong, 


+... mor iu amp perſon living, Jae” to: Weg Ts: aubich he has conveyed /aid 
| improvements. : - Lawns CASTLAMANG: 
\ - Swornand ſubſcribed to before me this VVVVVVVßů POTS 5: 
„ igch day of January, 1791, „ 8 
„% BAAN ARD Dover. bY 9 


\ | Theabore is a true copy, as taken from the original. „ 
1 . W. . 8 
be Setter appointed: veltentay 6 on 41 petition of Zebulon But- 
ler, made report, which was read, and ... Ordered to lie on the table. 

The report of the Committee read yeſterday. on the petition of Ni- 
cholas 2 and others, was an the ſecond dine d the reſolution 
in part adopted as follows, vi. ; 

Reſolved, That Daniel Woolppert, of the corps. 5 3 Nicholas PET 
Kohl, Daniel Murph ys „John Wiley, John Wilſon, Richard Swan, Hen- 
ry Brink; William an: Gorden and John Conrad Latou r, have leave | 
to withdraw their reſpective petitions. | 

' Ordered; That the reſidue 8 the ſaid report,. relative to the daim of 
| Abrabam Lukens, be recommitted.” . - 5 

* The Committee appointed for the purpoſe, reported a bill entitled, 3 
an act for erecting a certain diſtri of country in which the court- 
0588 in Cheſter now ſtands, into a county town, which. was. read; 5 
and on motion and by ſpecial order, the ſame. was read the ſecond time, 9 5 
5 1 conſidered by paragraphs; © - 
2: _- Ordered; That it be tranſeribed, and i in dhe mean time printed for 
1 1 35 ublic conſideration; 
II *- The Committee appointed he cls pdt. reported a bill, td, ; 


CZ Faw y . 
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5 3 es a ſupplement to an act entitled an act for r railing by way of lottery, 
5 13 tthe ſum of forty-two thou ſand dollars, for improving the public roads 
5 leading from city of: . Philadelphia, to the weſtern parts of the fate, . 

. and towards the improving the navigation of the river hee mi. 1 

EG, 3 5 _ which was read the ſecond time, and debated by paragraphs; f 

- 1 Ordered, That it be tranſcribed, and in the yore time printed for 
5 e J 
- 984 e Committee n or t e, a 1 , enti | 
4 _ an act to incorporate and endow eee, =p public ſchool in the 
1 "borough of Reading and drs of Berks, which we was read the ſecond > 
7 une, ack debated 17 K 3 Kc x50, 5 
. : "Ordered; That it tran ribed, and in the mean time priate for 
+ 5 "41 public confideration.”1.:1 +. np 
1 Phe bill entitled, 3 4 wk Fg to the af ed] an a for regu- 


nF lating che meaſuremen of corn and ſalt imported in the port of Phila- | 
N N yn was read the ſecond time, and debated by paragy raphs. 
F - Ordered, That it be tranſcribed, and in the mean time frinal fo 


4 5 * * 2 | : 7 


LNG "On motion of Mr. 5, Findley, ſeconded by Mr. '. Kenedy, 65 


B . PuRNSTL vivid. „„ "By: 


7 - oy * 
N 1 5 


Ordered, That to-morrow be aſſigned for the mic adi eng 
bill entitled . an act to encourage the manufactures of this tate,” _ 
chat it be the order for that day. ae, 

On motion, ordered, That Thurſday next be affigues ſor the thin. - 
reading of the bill entitled, a ſupplement | to an an act entitled, an act 
for aſcertaining and confirming to certain perſons. called ConneRicut 
| claimants, the lands by them claimed in the county of Luzerne, and 
> __ other purpoſes t therein mentioned, uy and that i it be the order for that 

„„ "And the Houſe adjourned until to-morrow half ry nine, A N. 

5 oh -- WepnzsDar, November 21, 1787. uy 

by . The Houls met purſuant to adjournment. ö 5 
| A petition from John Etwein and John Meder, on behalf o of that mem 
2 | bersof the Epiſcopal Church of the United Brethren, who have formed 

Fa. themſelves into a ſociety for Prop pagating the goſpel among the Hea-' 

. _ thens, was read, praying to be incorporated; and on motion and by 

1 ſpecial order, the {ame was read the ſecond time, and N 

/ 2 - Ordered that the prayer thereof be ied; 5 

F : 5 . How 753 inhabitants of the counties of Wellmoinland, „„ 

1 i Waſhington and Fayette, read in the late Houſe September 13 laſt, 3 

fg were preſented and read; and on motion and by et order, the . 

ge ſame was read the ſecond time: „ 

+ - Ordered, that they be referred to Meſſrs. Clymer, Lewis, Lowrey, 

5 G. Heittr, Findley, Irwia, M*Dovell, Philips and Schott to report ; 


A * from 93 . of the” county. of Waſhington was 
read, Pye the ſouthern parts of the ſame may be erected into a new 
1 county ; and on motion and by ſpecial order the ſame was dend the ſe- . 
Yi cond time. 1 8 
5 5 That i it be R to the laſt named Committee to report Te 
| The memorial of the college of hyſicians of the city of Philadel- . 
phia, was read the ſecond time, as follows : e 3 1 . 
Io the honorable the Legiſlature of the ſtate of Pennf lvania. 
The memorial of the College of 3 of N „ 
ResPECTFULLY SHEWETH, „„ 
That our memorialiſts have ſeen, with great concern; nn 1 
5 which have followed the intemperate uſe of diſtilled ſpirituous 
liquors; in the ſtate of Pennſylvania. They decline taking notice o 
| the baneful effects of theſe liquors upon property and morals, and beg 
leave to confine this memorial to their influence upon the health and „ 
lives of their fellow. citizens, and the population of their country. | | 
hat among the numerous diſcaſes which are produced by the 6 a WY 
of diftilled fpiritnous liquors, they would only menjion—the. dr 2 WE 
Seal 55 apoplexy, melancholy and madneſs ; + which too ſe 
Wop: - wer of medicine. 
hat where EW AA iqu rs do 8 produce theſe 8 
5 8 


* 7 pe | 
FEED 
1 oY 
1 
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Fac” 18” | Drvarss 740 te 66 beat A 


N Ps diſeaſes, i ly impair the ftren N 0 
ſo as to leſſen its ability to undergo that labour, | in Ling or. 
; dpration;, which it is capable of without them. 

Il bat the preyailing OH of the neceſſity and Wen er of uſing 
. diſtilled. ſpirituous liquors to obviate the injurious effects of extreme 
heat or cold, upon the human body, are altogether without founda- _ 
tien; and that increaſe the evils which they are taken to remove. 
That the inconvenience ariſing from exceſſive labour, heat or cold, Als, 7 
td to be removed with much more ſafety and certainty, by the uſe'© 

we, cyder or malt Tiquors, ' 

.... Your memorialifts therefore pray, that your Honorable Houſe woot: | 
„ take the facts herein ſtated, into their ferious conſideration; and as 
guardians of the health and lives, no leſs than of the liberties and mo- 
kals of their conſtituents, that they wo 11d enact ſuch a law, for check- 
ing the 1mproper uſe of diſtilled ipirituor $ liquors, as to Weit wiſdom EP 

And 1 w_ ſeem . 2 
| Bt et i, 85 e by order of che volle W. r. 
. "JOHN REDMA Prebdent. ; 


bete, „ 
| James HUTCHINSON, Seer.” 1 
e 1 gh: 8 I 
After the foregoing memorial was read, and before it was *elernd; 55 
Mt, Logan oblerved to the Houſe, that when an examination was 
n made into the fitvation of Pennſylvania,” and the propenſity” Was dif- 
covered; of its inhabitants to the uſe of ſpirituous liquors, oo 8 
with the ill conſequence and bad effects both upon the morals and health 
of ah ie he was of opinion that the college could not be too high- 
ly praifed for their patriotic, nay, diſintefeſted application to the 
| 1 or it was decidedly tha intereſt of the „ gegen, to encourage 
a conſumption of theſe ht core liquors, which in their effects crea- 


ted chat lamentable catalogue of diſcaſes enumerated in the addreſs, _ | 


| = which muſt neceſſarily occaſion a greater demand for medical abili- 
S - He hoped the Houſe would, turn their attention to the ſubject, 
as I only the morals and health of their conſtituents Were concerned, 
but their property alſo, a decreaſe of v which hazardeda note | 
to: the ſtate) Ten 1 2 . 
Mx. Chmer agreed. it s 2 watter of” imp inc, and mould be 
SY glad to und the I tuation of America ſuch, t! Mt t was in * of 
. legiſlature to prohibit e 9 . 0 der 15 
bed eren at preſent but Tap al tional du . them, Ye 
that 5 operate to Mes telt. 8 
EN gem had a kind of; jealouſy, Set was pon oo boch oces. 
3 3 he acknowledged 127 0 A the Colle e, hut yet he was 
ata; lofs. to perceive how it would bein the power of rer 8 
vernment to decide what was imt dee v uſe of 'th L articles. ; 2 be 385 
ZF would be a hig h degree of exceſs. with one, wiglit de 
. more chan Rriet temperance in 2800 * at mo bur mollerarion.” | wn; 


„ 


85 


| N 3 9 29 N PENNSTLVANLA- » : 57, X "BT . 


1 Ar: . with 1 . 
45 it was committed, that it might be committed to the college, 2 5 
ee much better informed of the means to preyent thoſe diſorders than 
of the members of the Houſe ; if there was nothing 3 improper n. 
| lng it to them, he would give his conſent. . 
Ih Speaker told the gentleman that it was out of ordet to propoſe „ 
Fr _ referringim.ſack:wannier tif indeed the 6 /icians had aſked leave in a 
| their memorial 10 bring in a bill, the h 1 a chen have referred 
. the whole ſubject to them. 
: Mr. M. Lene went ou eli fir, ifewy had a plied for leave to bias 
in a bill, they ſhould have had my hearty appro © Ds 
Mr. Peters.” But they ſhould not have had mine, far. I have oe, 
 ſmarted ſeverely under wery long ones of their bringin ing in { 
 _- Mr. Logan would let the gentlemen Ka r mirth (for Mr. Pe. 
bw s unexpected repartee was highly enjoyed by both Houſe and 9 
. e was a ſubject deſerving their molt. ſerious, EO 5 che 
conſequences of this abſurd attachment to the uſe of prope” * 5 
Was N gentlemen might be induced to confider it in 0 „ BE 
Wu would only mention a fact which had been communicated: to 
1 Lie gentleman from Maryland; which was, that the whole quantity 
flour exported from that ſtate, would not pay for the rum impor- 
ted. By an account taken from the cuſtom-houſe books it appears, that 
- within the year there has been 1,100,000 gallons of foreign ſpirits 
introduced into this ſtate: he would beg gentlemen only for one mo- 
ment to conſider the conſequence, if it was only on political principles, 
diveſted of that humanity which all men 9 to have for their weak 
and poiſoned neighbours: he called thoſe liquors poiſon, and thexß 
were ſuch, for in other countries Where Adel ſpirits were either A 
known or prohibited, poiſons were ſubſtituted; witneſs, the opium 'of „ 
3 wry the fly muſhrovm- of Ruſſia. | 
Mr. Kennedy objetied te the commitment for two reaſons , thoſe 
were becauſe he was no judge at all how far a man could drigk in rear 
bon, or how mach he might eat without being gluttonous. 
Mr. Lollar thought the attempt vain, becauſe the -ntlemen who 
e the commitment, had told the Houſe that when people are 
15 deprived of uſing: ſpirits, that they ſubſtitute poiſons—now if this Was 
the caſe; it was as well to ſuffer the firſt as to compel the latter, 
5 The Committee was appointed as hereafter metioned, when Mr. age 5 
KK requeſted that they, would confider of ſome mode to encourage-the | - 
 Þ 2 55 * and hops, as the people. mult and would have Tong. 
to Grin 
eee That it be referred to Meſſrs. Clymer, Logan, rolle. | | ; 
Chapman and Rittenhouſe; to report thereon. 3 7 85 4 
On motion of Mr. Lollar, ſeconded by Mr. Rite | ; 
- Reſolved, 'That a Commi ee he a ppointed to ring in a 5 for . 
rw to the city of ite and to each county within + 
N RN ter i as or F 0 1 Ip BEST. 
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55 „ besera: the Gaal Assur 


of the officers and ſoldiers o 43 
and take up lands, made report, which was read; and on motion a: . 
by ſpecial order the fame was read the ſecond time, whereu 
Reſolved, That a Committee be e to bring i in a bill fo for that 8 


nays were called by Mr. M*Calmont and Mr. Dowell, and 996-08 fol- 


4 Davidſon.” . 


3 


fund bee of public lands, reſerved for the uſe of public ſchogls by 4 
of General 8 zaſſed the ſeventh day of April, one thouſand ' 


ve proportions of the ſame. 


to the foregoing reſolution. 


ke Committee appointed yeſterday on the 8 of a number of i 
tie inhabitants of t N of Weſtmoreland, made report, whick 
was read, and | Ordered © ticen the table... 


The Committee on ways and means made report, which was read 


ſeren hundred and eighty-ſix, and for cauſing the faid city and each 
95 mw to pay the neceſſary expences attending the taking up their re- W 


The Committee to whom: was referred November 13, the bill ent. ; 
tled ** an act to enable aliens to purchaſe real eſtates within this Com- 


monwealth, and to lend money upon. mortages and other ſecurities at 
_ a reaſonable intereſt 85 made report, which was read, ad * 


Ordered to lie on the a 


The Committee appointed ORober 22, on that part of the meſiage 
allies; to the expediency o de a further time for the application 
the late Pennſylvania line, to draw, for 


purpoſe. 


Ordered, That Mr. Will, Mr. Willing and Mr. Barr, be a ; Commit 2-5 
tee to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoin reſolution. „„ 
A W y to che order of the day, the bill entitled *an act to encou- 25 24 


the manufactures of this ſtate,” was read the third time; 
1 That the further conſideration thereof be poſtponed. 
The bill entitled, t an act to veſt in Richard Wells and John Clif. 


was read the third time; whereupon, ' 


Ford the ſhare or portion of the ſhip Anna, lately forfeited > the no” 


* Ordered, That Mr. Peters, Mr. M.Lene, Mr. Lollar, Mr. Riten. 
| houſe and Mr. Clark; be a Committee to o bring in a mo conformaney:: 3 


| and dee eee ee, 


It was moved by Mr. M. Lene, ſeconded by Mr. M- Dowell, to poſt | 


one the further conſideration of the ſaid bill until to-morrow ; and 
on the queſtion, will the Houſe agree to the poſtponement ? the yeas and 


Ws: 


Kemety, Oliver, Davis, Sands, Kreemer, B * ter, Piper, Find 


— 


"YEAS. Meſſrs. WW; Will, W. Mitchell, Reed, Lil, D. Mirchell, Bei 5 | 


Barr, Irvine, *M'Dowel, All; fon, Wright, lennagan » Philips, Gil. 
chriſt, M. Leue, M*Calnont, Ri ife, Rittenhanſe, Righerds, 99 Clark, * 


NAYS. Melts. Ohmer, Nissen, Hiltzbeimer, Lewin, Robinſon, 


7 Peters, Wyrnkoop, "a Peak Foulke, Upp, Ralfton, Mare, Thomas, 


_ Bug , Willing, Whelen, Lowrey, Hubley, ont, We 25 5 


Lelien, e Or Te Schott. 1 


. 


Ys ng: es BE CERA. do RENE net 3 
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- 


; amendments to the poor laws now in force, 


may be taken into conſideration; and on motion and by e order, 5 & 


* 


; 75 . : + 


'% 80 k ir was determined in the enn | OF T9, 
ow: the Houſe adjourned to meet to-morrow, at calf p nine, 4 
"Txvxspar, November 22, 1787, A? 3 
The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 35 


A remonſtrance and petition from the managers of the is We em- 


= ment and the overſeers of the poor of the city of Philadelphia, and 
diſtricts connected therewith, was read, ſuggeſting divers alterations and 


the 12 was read the ſecond time; 
Ordered, That the ſame be referred to che ee e from the city 


and county "of Philadelphia to report thereon. _ 


A petition from ſeveral members of 'a Committee of the public ere . 


Alton was read, remonſtrating againſt the bill, entitled, 4 a ſupple- 


ment to an act entitled an act for aſcertaining and confirming to cer- 


_ tain perſons called Connecticut claimants, the lands by them claimed 
* within the county of J uzerne, and for other purpoſes therein mention- 


1 praying that ſo much of the ſaid bill as dirscts the payment of 


— the Pennſylvania claimants of the ny of Luzerne, 
out © the funds heretofore appropriated, may not be paſſed into 4 law. 
7 to lie on the table. 


The Committee to whom was recommitted November 1 3, the re- 


rt on the petition of John. Elder and Robert Stevenſon, made report, 
5 was read and = Ordered to lie on the table. 


The report of the Committee on ways and a "od « frond: | 


Ke! . 5725 
he Committee on ways and means report, 5 8 EL 15 1 e 7 
That having obtained * the Comptroller- General à ſtaten | 
the debts' 5 revenues of the Commonwealth, they find that the debts 


NOW fue, 5nd ther wif Vecower Que: In" FARE #796; amounta to 


- L. 3,250,247. 


And that the engagements of che ſtate for the year +788, exclufive 


© of the requiſition of ongreſk amounts to C. 475,706. 


The requiſition of Congreſs for the year 1 788 neunte to 385,696 
in facilities, and 254, 100 do ollars in ſpecie. 


The means relied on for the eventual payment of the principat and 


2 the payment of the annual intereſt and expenees are, 


24, The public lands; 


it, The balance that will be due pr _ United States ares the 
final adjuſtment of accounts 


3d, The arrears of purchaſc-n 0 4 


Proprietaries; 


Ath; The arrears of taxes due to the Commonwealth, and 
— The annual taxes and revenues. 
ith reſpe&t to the firſt, no computation on 1 3 with any 
_ certainty, but ſuppoſing 1his ſlate to have furniſhed ſupplies during 
the ge In 8 ame 1 with other ſtates; ; ;; and 
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it to be chargeable with i its. proportion, of os exiſting abr, ber, 


Amount of debt due by the ain States, , Sof - £-. 38,000,006 Wn 
.-- + }-the;- United States to.the Sy * . 6.396.368. 
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It may be N 3 that” ers have. PLE Fr i 
million Adres of the public lands, which. of courte leflens the debt due 
by the United States, and encreaſes the the, balance due to Pennſy wania. 
-Neverthelels, we are called upon for our fall proportion ot the Wy” 
; * the; . en, debt, and of the expence of the fœderal government. 
ſecond-means mentioned is the public lands, and theſe mult f no 
1 . ee A conſiderable ſum, . but as certificates are made receiv- b 

| 1 or the payment, and the quantity offered for {ale by the We 4 
| "States, as well as other individual States; is at preſent ve FO, t, thi is 
Rs fund can only... Opexate hereafter toward the rede redemption. o ib. al ; 
I be third fund is the arrears of purchaſe· money due to the cg pro- | 
prietaries, the extent of which has never been aſcertained, but is ſaid | 
10 be-configerable,:three-fourths of it is made b law receivable i in cer- 
e the 4 — 5 in K TON'Y of 781, fo. that this can 
"of rate to the redemption. of the capi | 
A fourth rvenus relied on is the tn of taxes, hh} 18 ſtated to 

| amount d C. $80,419 ; this in very al pro- 
portions, by the different 3 17 — the ſtate, and b | 
daye reaſon. to; believe that chere are great neglects in the perſons ap- 
/ pointed to the collection, and that large ſums which have ha eollec- | 
ute, are with held from the public treaſury. By the means now in ope- | 
ration, and ſome improvements which may bel adopted, the Committee 


i re jnformed that there may be. en on for the enſu ing year from 


this fund at river es . 785999... 
Annual tax upon property, J 
r tonnãge and e. 55 FFF 

uce of the exciſe, 5 N 3 6.000 " 


Duty on ſales at auction. N ben SE I 2 OS 95 ä PRE. 2500 # 
Tavern and marria licences, )))) 
{Court ane Wake lane, 7 8 1500 
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„„ t Nov * e preſumed 
2 ments will b made from that Game de "= EN 


ngageme 2 
1 the ſum of £73,774, th engages of the isdn TG Eg: 4s e 
However dem the Committee are of providing for thit n, 5 el 
"up the fullel 8 of the ſubjeſt they 5 only een 1 
that the ready appropriated to theſe Nee demands, ſhould be 85 5 
1 y applied he hrs 1 the operation of the es 
i to uifirion: | cie, the „ 
Bt Fx iscreditor to Do” Un Ry og 25 = —ö 
on rfion of the ate debt, 'it woul „% M4 
ren eee mee of this 8 make good the oY „„ re nl 
Helene of Salt = : Nevertheleſs the Committee, finding V 
ci 755 laid aer by a former Committee, aud acteded tu k 


Afembly, to. wit: That the fiate ſhould contribute its quota g. 5 9 


of the foderal 8 recommend, that _*v 
1 4 ouſe make proyifioti for that of ths at „„ 
cf 1787 it appears, that the quota of ſtate tor that purpoſe © 
amounts to 59,780 Dollars, equal to 
There will! wiſe be wanted a ſum to raiſe and 
0 rt a force deſtined to quier the diſturbances — | 
in Larerne cou % a. 1, OR 
The Committee adhering to the principle of Javing carouchKd the. „ 
funds of the ſtate already appropriated, and believing that it would be VVT 
8 to encreafe dirett taxation, propoſe the following 7 
hat the preſent exciſe he doubled. * EN 9 8 
That an additional duty of ad. per gallon be laid on M f $4 W 
1 r gallon on all other wines. 8 
t an additional duty of V per dozen, be laid on all wines im- g =» 
ported in bottles. WWF 
That 1d. per pound he in all coffee imported, „ fd. pet pound „„ 
Aon all other tes. „ 


on all bohea teas, and | gd. per A 
« The Committee not having the means of eſtimatin; Abeba —_ 
end "ar e Rm re the: on OH 
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to make 5 25 the deficiency. 

| - conformity herewith the Committee ſubmit, 0 eueren. 

utions: eB : 

„„ 4. Reſolved, that a Committee ann to report 2, | 

„„ "ul Reſolved, that the * on et & dou . 
That an additional duty of 24. per gallon be laid on Madeira wine, 5 

That an additional duty of 14. per gallon be I; ic . ine 8 

3 caſks, other than Madeira wine. 5 Rf 

Uhͤhat an additional duty th donall wi 

"oak edi in bottles. | 5 

1 „ 8 bs oi er 


1 Th 9 dk zal und be I ul. teas Other 
2 fog "3 at-an ebe a * 14 5 per 8 bea on EP ws . * 1} 
© . Reſolved, that the duties aforſaid be ſpecially appropriated to 
7 diſcharge of this tate's quota of the expence of = e 4 
verament, and-for defraying the expence of the troops to he raiſed 
TG 8 Aifturbances at Wyoming, : ad ſhall a for one year 5 
2 ys en. 
wet Reſolved, 44 Committee be A ted. to repo : TY 0 for * 
the bare collection of exciſe. pointed e, þ05 my © a Es 

. ſolyed, that if the funds 15 5 by the foregoing | reſo] „ 

ö 1 a; be found deficient, e Fre will ma e go. 7 ;,b other 
funds ſuch deficiency . „„ 
N.  Firs/imons.. ; OO that: 8 wy member of” 1 0 

Committee had undertaken te explain to the Houſe the objects of tbe 

| Commitree, as well as to throw ſome light on ſeveral relolutions. pro- 
| Les in the report, becauſe fir the ſhort time that we have. had the 
ſubject before us has prevented mie fro;þ going into all thoſe particu- 
lars, which more 87 mi ight have-cnabled 1 — to do. The ſtatement | 
of dur public debt might alſo hate bad particulat attention paid to it; 
but to wave this ſub pn for the I ent—T have to inform that your 

© Committee framed the firſt Sg of that port upon proof. they 

| had before them; indeed it was pretty. well . underſtood Without the 
15 teſtimoney of particular perſons, that the. preſent. mode of collecting : 
9 taxes was both inefficient and improper. Some gentlemen fir have 
ated to your Committee from their own knowledge, that collectors 
your revenue bave received the quotas which they were ordered to © 
, and have detained ſuch money in defiance of your commiſſon- 
755 oy Who cannot recoyer it from them but by the means of that courſe 
of law which is purſued in common cafes between individuals. Thus 
| fir are large ſums well and regularly paid by our fellow. citizens kept 1 
out of the treaſury, while the public creditor to whom by your law it 
- Is ä 1s os out of i It, Mes a law PR. us laſt year =. col. 
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2 ilſbe his precept to obtain the tax; this has induced tn colleftors | f 


1 ſo far in their work, as to obtain the 1 80 yment of the more punc- 
P65. after which he does not chooſe to take more trouble, and throw 


the remainder upon the Juſtice, who is not compelled to an inſtant cam 
pliance with the law 3 and the books' and perhaps the money is ſuffer- | Þ 
ed to lie neglected for a long time in the hand of ſuch magiſtrates? o 
__— theſe defects, your Committee have reported” a'refolution for 


. 


a ſhort, fimple and ſycceſsful proceſs by Jaw, againſt default- | 


= coll ors, and to enable them to obtain payment With more'cer- 
1 the power given to the magiſtrates by the late law. will be te 
ſtored to the commiſſioners. The duties and impoſt f 
form a diſtinct reſolution, and when that comes before the the Houſe, if 


2 


2 obſervations or information i is ought necelliry, it will "then be 5 | 
of collectors 8 : : | 


obtained. | 
Mr. Kennedy. mentioned that he had been ider 
= uſing the public money, and at the ſame time Tetting the 


commi 
à ſaitat law on behalf of the ſtate. The collector had in this eaſe 


8 8 6 
n 


oſſered to pay the money, provided the commilioners would 4 5 | 


all coſts, otherwiſe he muſt wait the iſſue, and perhaps loſe the w. 
in the end. Another fault he wiſhed to prevent among them; be un- 
derſtood, and in ſome particular inſtances was pretty certain, "that the 


= with en or with their neighboas at an adyance, he 
A depreciate the paper money of the ſtatee 
reſolution was agreed to, and ordered to be referred to 

Meſs Robinſon, ene and Kennedy. 7p. 


oners at defiance, who were under the neceflity of args h 
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_ collectors received go id and ſilver in payment of taxes, which they had 5 


The clauſe reſpecting an additional exciſe being e de Hoſe: N 


Mr. Firz/imons 1 ps that ſome gentlemen entertained 3 


c doubling the exciſe as propoſed would have à tenden 
_ encreaſe, not to ſay double the revende, och the temptation hel At 


would grow doubly ſtrong on the retailer ; he agreed with theſe gen- 


tlemen That it might have no good effect, "if that ſource of revenue. 


was expoſed to all the contrivance now in uſe to avoid it; but this he 
| hoped to ſee amended in ſuch manner, as to prevent the retailers from ; 


_ eluding it; ſuch a plan had wes Ae been in ee, and he had 


no doubt but i it would be 


Ws in its har nor uſeful to the ſtate; for by laying on the 
_ Importer, a 8 part of the ſtate would not be ſubject to the pay- 
t, becauſe they would bring in their liquors by land carrias 
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ntlemen alſo had been of 1 
opinion, that it muſt be more N to 1255 on wich the impoſt, ane 
have the whole collected from the i importer, but this would neither be 


from the neighbouring ſtates, and ſo elude the payment; nor wo a” * 
it be uſeful to the ſtate, becauſe it would-be ſo great zn inducement 
to ſmuggling, that little on none would be entered at thecuſtom-houſe ; . 
. theſe reaſons ſuggeſted themſelves ſo forcibly to the Committee, at 
n * as it nom ſtands, e The 155 


By b 


; V besarzs, | ca 


= 7 
bim, with adefign to acquire information. 


38 W r individual, whethu 7 mall, 
| and each i itant will y but a ſmall ſum; it is an article that all 195 
-» +. nations derive a revenue — 5 and I like theſe kind of imperceptible . 

es becauſe. they ate paid cheerfully and without lt; I 


8 ws . conſumed 2 and neceſſarily, it would be a preceden 


opinion, that this ſource. of revenue is. not of that magni 
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Re 8 to. W N N * ine next 
Mr, Fim, 3 that the * per W on Madeira» A. 


125 ; together with the duty of 4d. per ga and 2 and 1-2 per cent, was ; 


As much as was ſuppoſed that article could bear, without holding ont. 
an. inducement to 1mporters to evade the the duty; the duty of id. on 


coffee, was the principal axticle of. ways and means, and it was 51 : 2 


to raiſe, £..3,500 annvally ; coffee was part of the ſubſiſtence 


„ ng EE in the towns and cities where it was a 3 4 
0 


nevertheleſs if the Houſe think it an objec of 


. they will agree to. add the additional dug 


Peters, confoled himſelf. but a poor Enancier, vet d he : 
mention, one object of taxation, at leaſt it appeared ſo to 


233 5 4. ſouroe af revenue that does not re ea dsr ncomred. 


| make > report mean what could be. raiſed by laying a ſmall duty on 
bs 


I am aware it is a neceſſary of life, ſuch is alſo. the article of 
co; the latter being neceſſatily conſumed in towns, who-alſo-with 
the country, are in common conſumers of the former; yet the co 


r in town or country, ie but 


would therefore alk for information, What objections can ſtated - 


| 2 ſo . and yet fo equal and certain a mode of taxation ? for 


© the revenue would be very great, if only a duty of 
aſhel was laid, and it -woulf alſo be very light, becauſe 
= would hardly conſame more than a peck 2 year; but ſup- 


7 8 buſhel, it capnot be deemed a great ſum A will chere. 


re move a reſolution, that fix 


ce OPER 
ted into this tate. 1 5 5 


"Mr. e eee, ) 1. 1 8 . 
8 e ah blerved it was an 44 3 not NC 
ere were 4 number of objections raiſed againſt it; 

e hs 4 if you lay a dey on ſalt, you collect as mach off 
the poor as off the rich, and the duty is borne alſo by thoſe very peo - | 
ple whom the ſeveral counties are obliged to ſupport : there is a ſtronger 
teaſon than this—it was argued if we once went into taxing thoſe 


OI © 


dangerous ten and future Aſſemblies would be very: ready to 


| . the revenue upon ſuch articles, as being in common nſe, muſt 


be conſumed; and the revenue collected with certainty ; but I — 4 
tade which . 
Tome gentlemen ſeem to re for if chere ate 350,00 inhabitants 
In the ates aa an each, it will give you. but $7,500 buſhels, and 
that at 6d. per Feds . be lde more * 9 en _ 
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_ duce C. 5,000, a ſum 


Mr. Clymer thought the duty on ſalt both jult and. proper=4 | 
_ . reaſons that? the Hou to add. one: penny per pound. on. ke 
ought to influence them. tolay ſomething on falt; for cotfes, _ Fe 
not in the catalogue of real neceſſaries, was 3 much into c- 
mon uſe, that N. may be deemed ſuch with ptopriety. Coſſte and tea 


 article'to lay a 


| an argument to-pr ove 


| EG — jecti 


| „ baans rav sil 


1 al perſuaded it could not rd that ſum, e is conſidere 1 
| large quantities 3 e in che back counties that ＋ ö 
pay no duty at all: ear I. remember, it was-ealcalaed to pro- 
ages 29 I am confident could. never be colletied ;- „„ 
moreover this ought to be a duty of exciſe, for the ſame reaſon 1 5 . 


when f aking of ſpirituous liquors, becauſe. the inpo: tation 
nd, and theſe duties evaded if laid 22 5 we 


are to be found in the Des of the poar all aver the ſtate, but par- 


ticularly i in the houſes of the manufat turer and mechanic in che cities 

and the towns. I think my worthy colleague is alſo miſtaken in_ the „„ 
8 — 5 Which it would produce; the fatement made laſt year proped it 
es 6, 000 I don't know whether ed r rag were well ar 
2 „ to me io be as reaſonable a 
erde man e Ege acceded toe: 

aker, if dad been at a loG for © | 
| lying a duty on pain the wor... 
thy — Gr the city ( . 7 r ſuppli with tex 
105 E revenue would be ſma A NN EIS 
generally borne "hy er ery. perſon in the ſtate; DN has. 
true principal of era every one who is repteſented in this Houſe,  _ 
2 ought to contribute to the fupport of government, and as the duty is?: 

final, it is 8 „ Belides, we have other 1 Fg he 


15 


Mr. Peters. Upan 4 — 


8 


| own. As for the precedeut which it will { 
| think if chere is no other cauſe of oppoſition to the meaſure, thut may 


deen over. Becauſe we go one mile, is that a reaſon we ſhould > 


d? or if we go as - as moderation will allow us, is ta 


333 Legiſlatures hooks te jtnmatecate © or if the bur. 
| then ſhould. be oppreflive, may we not believe that our conſtituens 
will quickly obtain the removal ? Let us do our duty and leave them 


to do theirs—let us obtain revenue in the moſt general and conſcquent- 


ly the leaſt ive mode, and not terrify ourſelves with what may __ 
23 heren ite as for the mode of raifing it, I care nothing about 
it; i it is chought better to be collected by exciſe, let it be-collefied — 


e rinciple I contend for. T 
Mr. Lollur 3 : 


| . on that article 1 
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eity; indeed, if it was given them for nothing, the expence of hauling Th 
would make it dear before it reached their houſes—he ſhould there- = 
fore object to the motion. ' . . a 
Mr. M*Lezewas againſt it, becauſe it was improper in its nature | = 
and uncertain in its principle. Articles of revenue' were reducible to | 5 
three claſſes; the firſt were ſuperfluities, the fecond conveniences and hs 
the third neceſſaries. With regard to the firſt, the Legiſlature might 1 
go as far as they pleaſed, even to prohibition; on the ſecond, they OF 
might go as far as expedient, or as faſt as it was neceſſary to raiſe re- T 
venue upon them, but with no principle of propriety can we go to 3 
raiſe revenue on the third. Salt is an article of this claſs, and one of < 
the moſt important. I don't think it would be more improper to lay ni 
a tax upon water, if they could catch it. Mr. Speaker, I am againſt 15 
the amendment, and am one of thoſe who think it requires but little 8 
JJ. e : 45 
Mr. #i!zfmons aſſured the Houſe that the worthy gentleman from 3 
the county (Mr. Peters) had done him no more than juſtice, when he Er 
apprehended him to be ſtating the objections of gther people rather oY 
than his own; he was an advocate for this very duty, though he did | 5 
not believe it could be made fo productive as what had been ſtated, but 5 n 
he was firmly of opinion that it was no .nore a tax on the ſubſiſtence 5 
of the poor, than it would be if it was laid on ſugar, tea or coffee, 
for every perſon that is well acquainted with the habits of the people, ie 
knows that thoſe three articles conſtitute a great part of their ſubſiſt- 19 
ence, and thoſe who think it allowable to tax the one, cannot with 4 * 
much propriety refuſe the other; and certainly no gentlemen will have J. 
objections, becanſe it is a mode of taxation that mult immediately affect Be 


their conſtituents as much as it does mine. KN | I; 
Mr. Peters did not with to take up the time of the Houſe, bat he I 
muſt ſay he was not ſatisfied with any of the objections that had been | 
heard againſt the meaſure ; that made by the member from Franklin - 
(Mr. M*Lene) would equally apply againſt other articles, to which he 9 
| has acceded, and might apply in the preſent caſe, if any extravagant | 4 
tax had been propoſed: he ſays the articles of neceſſary uſe ought not | 
to be taxed; I would aſk him if his plough horſes are not neceſſary ? 15 
I preſume they are taxed, I know mine are; and would aſk him al- 8 

ſo, if his land is not neceſſary, eſſentially neceſſary to his ſupport? I 


apprehend 1t is taxed, but he refuſes to have water taxed, yet I conjec- 3 
ture the advantages his farm poſſeſſes from the ſtream paſſing through or 8 8 
near it, furniſhes him meadow ground, and other conveniences tend it 
to ſwell the value of his farm, and conſequently encreaſes the tax; there — 2 
might be ſome weight in his argument, if the poor entirely ſubſiſted f; 
upon ſalt, but as : ca do not, and the tax is but ſmall, I apprehend FF 2 
the objection has but little weight; I only introduce this ſubject for the b. 
conſideration of the Houſe, and am not very tenacious about it; but 15 
unlefs I hear better arguments than any that have been adduced againſt 3 


it, I ſhall think it a proper object of taxation, Mc "Þ 


* 


e r 


Mr. Logan thought it improper, becauſe it would operate unequally, 
and againſt the mercantile intereſt of the ſtate; it would operate un- 


equally, becauſe more is paid for it in one part of the ſtate than an- 


other; while the citizens of Philadelphia would be pay ing 2 ſo per buſhel, 


others in the moſt diſtant parts of the ſtate would be paying 7/0,—Tt 


would injure the mercantile part of the ſtare, becauſe it tends to dil- 


courage our exports; ſalt fiſh was a ſtaple in America, and Pennſylva- 
nia had exported ſome large quantities; the neceſſity of encreaſing 
the exports of this country muſt be very apparent, and it ſhould rather 
be the duty of the Legiſlature to encourage the uſe of ſalt i, us 
than ſubjeR it to any tax; the extended country behind us may fur- 
niſh us with great room for paſtures, and e be enabled to rĩ- 
val Ireland in the exportation of ſalted proviſions; moreover he was 
apprehenſive that the Legiſlature might go on after once beginning to 


add one ſhilling upon the back of another, until it became as great a 


grievance here as it is in the kingdom of France. 5 
Mr. Peters, Mr. Speaker I would allow a drawback upon the ex- 
ports, that anſwers one objection ; and as for a man paying a dollar 
for his buſhel of falt, it may be ſo, but you will pleaſe to obſerve 


' that only ſix-pence of that is paid on our account, which is no more 


than what is paid by the citizens of Philadelphia. 


Mr. Findley. Iapprehend this queſtion may be taken ia two 8 | 
of view, one is the right of the Legiſlature to lay ſuch duty in Penn 
ſylvania, the other the propriety in doing it: I think the obſervation 


made by the worthy gentleman from Franklin (Mr. M*Lene) that the 
Legiſlature have not a right to tax the neceſſaries of life in any caſe is 
_ untrue; I think the ſtate may raiſe revenue on every article, that is 
likely to yield any, but I believe other {fates have 8 done it 


improperly ; indeed the neceſſaries muſt bear a tax by one means or 


another, as was obſerved by the gentleman from the county (Mr. Peters) 
indeed I was once of opinion myſelf that it would be neceſſary to have 

. recourſe to the article now under conſideration ; indeed I would rather 
do it than ſuffer the public buſineſs to ſtand ſtill, but yet I would never 
ree to it unleſs I could not find others of a different nature; I be- 


heve for the preſent it can be done without, and I hope never to fee. 


the neceſſities of the ſtate deſerve ſuch a ſacrifice : I agree to the duties 
on tea, ſugar and coffee, becauſe though I admit them in ſome degree 
as neceſſaries of life, yet they are not ſo generaly ſuch as the article 
of ſalt, for beſides the demand in private families for this latter article, 

it is requiſite for horſes, cows, and ſheep, it is an article therefore that 
- ought to be encouraged among us, becauſe the more of it that is con- 


famed, the more advantage accrues to this kind of property; it may be 


confidered in another point of light, that is, how far it may be proper, 
by laying duties on foreign ſalt, to encourage its mnnufacture on our 
ſhores ; b it is a matter of great concern that we ſhquld be ſup- 
5 pee with this, independent of a connection with any foreign nation; 
ut as there are various other articles at the preſent, by which a reve- 

: | 1 ; F: nue 


* 


Py 


. 


wk, 


rex - - DEBATES of the GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 


nue may be raiſed, I conclude that the amendment is unneceſſary, be- 
cauſe, as I obſerved before, this article ought not to be taxed of choice, 


but of neceſſity, and in order to juſtify this neceſſity, we muſt lay du- | 


ties on. every article of convenience to the full amount of what they 
can bear; we muſt encreaſe the duties on every ſpecies of goods impor- 
ted, both woollens and linens muſt be taxed hi ber 8 


yeas and nays being called, were as follows. 


'YEAS. Meſſrs. Clymer, Fitzfimons, Hiltzheimer,, Lewis . 1 Fal. 


ter, Peters, Wynkoop, I hottas, Evans, Willing, Whelen, Lowrey, Hub- 
ley, Work. 15. | ) 


NAYS. Megre, Logan, Chapman, Funlie, Lip, Raulftax, Moore, 


Clemſon, Erb, Hopkins, M. Mitchell, M*Lellan, Lilly, Reed, Clingan, 


D. Mitchell, Beale, Kennedy, Oliver, = Heifter, G. Heifter, Davis, 


Sands, Kreemer, Trexler, Barkhalter, Piper, White, Findley, Barr, Ir- 


deen,  Alifer, Wright, Fieber, " Phillips,” Giebrif, 


M. Lene, 8 Riffe, Lollar, Rittenhouſe, Miley, Clark, Schott, 
Davidſon. 46. 7? 8 | 1 5 „ 
| tr. of the Committee of ways and means being finiſhed, and 
the Committees appointed on the ſeveral reſolutions, mls , 
Mr. Wynkoyp obſerved, that as there was but little buſineſs before 
the Had 4 
fitting much longer, waiting only for the report of thoſe Committees 
which were juſt appointed; he was well ſatisfied of the great ſaving it 
would occaſion, and hoped the Houſe would agree to inftru& them 
to report to the next ſeſſion, that fo they might not be'engrofling ſo 


much of the public revenue, as they were about to raiſe by additional 


duties. 1 5 | 

Mr. M. Lene hoped ſuch inſtruction would not be given, but that 
the Houſe would remain together until they had done the public bu- 
ſineſs properly; he wiſhed the bills that were ordered to be reported 
ſhould be brought in and printed in the preſent ſeſſion, that ſo their 


_ conftiruents might be informed of the duties they were about impoſ- 
ing agreeably to the Conſtitution; he hoped the Committee inſtead of 


being inſtructed in that manner, would be directed to turn 
tion to the ſubject and report as ſpeedil as poſſible, + : 
Mr. Wynkoop knew the ſubjects were ſo important that they muſt 
engage the attention of the Committees for a long time. . 
Mr. Finale though he was pleaſed with the idea of ſaving to the 
ſtate by making a Wk feſſion, yet he could not conſent to neglect 
the great object of his appointment, which was to have the public buſi- 
neſs well done—moreover, if theſe bills were not brought in this pre- 
Tent ſeſſion, it would be treſpaſſing againſt the Conſtitution with our 
eyes open; we would be taking means to make it neceſſary to violate 


their atten- 


the frame of government at our next meeting, by originating the 


bill and paſſing it the ſame ſeſſion—it is alſo acting is" prece- 
os | 5 © ent, 


? 


| er, otherwiſe we can- 
not be juſtified in agreeing to the propoſed meaſure. © © | 
The queſtion was now put, and determined in the negative; the 


, It would not be proper to put the ſtate to the expence of 


e © ps oh „ © Qv 


„ „ 
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dent, as it has been the cuſtom hitherto always to act upon the report 
ot the Committee on ways and means, he was in hopes it would not 


uire many days more for the Houſe to fit. CERES 
Mr. Wynkeep never wiſhed to do things by halves, but would al- 
Ways defire to apply his whole attention ta one object at a time; he 
. 2 ſome conſideration for the member who ſpoke laſt, but he wonder- 
ed how it was poſſible that hat and ſome gentlemen who are members 
of the ſtate Convention, can expect to attend duty in that place and in 
this alſo, when both are ſitting at the ſame time.. 
The Speaker would juſt inform the Houſe that there was no buſineſs © 
before them except the Wyoming bill, and as ſoon. as that was gone 
through there would be nothing more to take up their attention, until 
the Committees juſt appointed made report. 
Mr. Fitz ſimons declared poſitively it was a ſhame to be fitting here 
with our fingers in our mouths, and putting the ftate to the expence 
___ of 200 dollars a day for doing nothing; if the Committees could report. . 
in any reaſonable time, he ſhould be very glad to have the buſineſs ex! 
panes with all poſſible diſpatch ; for his own part he ſhould certam- 
y give his whole attention to it, though he was well convinced the ar- 
rangements they had to make muſt take up a great deal of time : if 
the Houſe chooſe to adjourn for three or four days, a ſaving might 
be made, and perhaps ſome part of the buſineſs forwarded. | 
Mr. M*Lenxe knew very few inſtances where buſineſs was done in 
fuch hurry, but what it was ill done: he thought the improvement 
that could be made in the preſent mode of collecting taxes, would far 
out-weigh the expence N on full diſcuſſion and inveſtigation. 
e gang it was agreed the Committee ſhould report as ſpeedily as 
oflible, 22 75 | a 5 
Dre Committee appointed for the purpoſe, reported a bill entitled 
« an additional ſupplement to an act, entitled an act for the regulation 
of the militia of the Commonwealth of Pennſylvania,” which was read 
tt firſt time, an! | +. Ordered to lie on the table. 
Agreeably to leave given, a member preſented to the chair a bill en. 
titled an act for incorporating the ſociety for propagating the goſpel | *' 
among the Heathens, formed by members of the kong Church of 
the United Brethren, or Unitas Fratrum, which was read the ſecond @ _ 
time; ß coinge 8 
| Py to the order for this day, the Wyoming bill was taken 
up for the third reading. (Ser rage ren being under conſideration. EO 
V age 111.] ö „ | 
Mr. Kennedy propoſed an ps which e the force to 
be ſent up in that country ſhould not exceed 150 men, in lieu of the 
soo propoſed by the clauſe. | . 5 . 
Mr. Fitz/imons oppoſed the alteration, becauſe thou gh it was proba- 
ble, Council would not find it neceſſary to ſend ſo largga force into 
that country, yet they ought not to be reſtricted to ſo ſmall a number, 
left it might be found inadequate, and the intention of the bill conſe- 
quently defeated, e ads ts 


DR. 
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Nx. Lewis, I am azalt the propoſed amendment, if for no other 
_ reaſon but political conny: I do not fir think it would be neceſſa- 
ry to ſend forces into that country, unleſs this amendment or fome- 
thing very like it, ſhould be the oecaſion of that neceſſity; it is well 
known fir that you have a number of people in that countty who have 
bid defiance to your laws, and by arms have oppoſed the exteft of your 
juriſdiction, afid fir it is equally well known, that after the large 
ſtrides which have been taken to make a comprorhiſe, nothing can be 
effectual, but in addition to arm the executive power of government 
with authority to quell the licentious and abandoned part among them. 

We have given them, Mr. Speaker, that time for conciliation which 
they deſerved, and which I have been happy to perceive in a great 
meaſure has been accepted of; the reinzindet of the people in the Coun- 

ty of Wyoming are not perhaps ſo much deſerving our care or atten- 
tion; but do let me obſerve fir how little teafoh we have for fuch fuſ- 
picion or jealouſy of the operation of the Executive Council; the 
gentleman who made the motion for amendment, is certainly not ap- 

rehenfive that the conduct of Council will be leſs proper now than 
in other caſes. 1 don't know any reaſons why they ſhould be con- 
fined ſo narrowly on the preſent oceafion ;- if their conduct has given 
him caufe to ſuppoſe they will act improperly, it may be right in the 
a roy to introduce this reſtriction, but fir it ſtrikes me that if he 
has no ground for theſe jealouſies or theſe apprehenſions, it would be 

very Wrong to have them ſo confined, when we are about to call on 
Council to defend that country from he attempts of the lawleſs ban- 

_ Uitti who are ſettled in its neighbourhped, and the conſpirators. who 
live within our territory —is it not neceſſary we ſhould took forward 
into futurity, to ſee what may be the conſequences of either reſtricting, 
or leaving the executive at large, as may be judged expedient? Let 
us for a moment ſuppoſe that the gentleman's amendment is acceded 
to, and then examine what will be its conſequenees ; ſupp ſe Council 
reſtricted to the force of 130 men, is this not holding out the greateſt 
encouragement we poſſibly can for them to make one great and ardent 
ſtruggle? I would aſk the gentleman, what muſt be the conduct of the 
diſaffefted ? will they not be induced to call upon their confederates, 
to endeavor by one great and hoble exertion, to drive the ſmall num- 
ber of troops out of the country ? I aſk whether the 2 and afpir- 
ing chieftains among them; will not fay, now is the time for exettion, 
no is the time to forſake your ploughs and turn your pruning hooks 

to ſpears—how is the time to collect your ſtrength, to conſolidate 
your forces and drive that handful of men before you, who are ina- 
dequate to maintain the country one ſingle hour: if we do this, we 
gain ftrength and energy, while we deſtroy the feeble powers of that 

| Tſhackled government in future, whoſe capacity is not equal to ſupply 
a force ſuperior to 150 men? But ſuppoſe theſe incendiaries find the 
Executive Council poſſeſſed of power and ability to fend a number 
equal to the purpoſe in contemplation, will not they ſay, or will they 


: 


|: 5 +. 


ar tf PENNSYLVANIA. > SEC 155 


not believe that when Council are unreſtricted, and ſend 150 men who 


liſh our forces, may do the fame with 


might prove inſufficient, that they would ſend goo. more ? theſe proving 


* 


vate, 500 might be ſent, nay they ate enabled to ſend 1000. 


znadec | | | 

For Mr. Speaker, I think an amendment the other way would be more 
proper; finding this to be the caſe, every member of the Suſquehannah 
_ Company, or the deſperate characters among them, would find the ob- 


ject not worth the exertion, and wouly deſpair of the ability to con- 


| andadopted by the nation. Happy were the conſequences that — 


TAs 4 


1 8 of liberty and independence, and to aſſemble under it the brave and gal- 


lant patriots with which our country abounded ;—thus from time to 


time that band encreaſed and grew. with the growing danger. The | 


Tame policy which for a time gave een to encreaſe-and eſtab- 
| e people at Wyoming.—To 
that miſtaken policy it is that under Heaven we enjoy the manifold 


advantages that reſult from our glorious independence let this be a 


LY 


warning to us to act with energy and decifſion—let not arguments be 
gilded with patriotiſm, whoſe conſequences may prove to us the loſss 
of territory and loſs of juriſdiction let the people of that country 


know that the ſtate of Pennſylvania is determined to ſupport her au- 


._ thority—ſince her lenity has failed, let them ſee that the execu tive pow- 
ers of the ſtate, have ability to ſend any force that they deem adequate 


to the diſperſion and deſtruction of the conſpirators. Unleſs the nar- 


row policy I ſay fir is purſued, which the preſent amendment ſuggeſts, ® 


I own candidly I believe force of any kind will be altogether unne- 


© .ceflary ; whereas if it is adopted, I ſee not where it will end—for if 


inſtead of ſhewirg the diſaffected the vigour of our government, 0 
$i _ CCC expoſe 
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expoſe jts weakneſs, the 500 troops that is firſt intended to be ſent, 


may prove more inadequate than the 150 if ſent without reſtriction; 


becauſe if you encourage them in the firſt to colle their ſtrength, that 
acceſſion ny * much ſuperior number to the number now pro- 
poſed, for when all their ſtrength is collected, the number that may be 
fent by Council will be incompetent to any thing, and muſt wait till 
another party is collected, as this Houſe may determine from time 


to time, as they ſhall be called together for the purpoſe. Thus by | 
want of exertion, manlineſs and fortitude in the firſt outſet, we fhall 


entail on ourſelves a long and doubtful conteſt; for as they grow in 
ſtrength and encreaſe in numbers, the iſſue muſt become more and more 
indeterminate. To me it appears that ſound policy dictates a decided 


conduct on this occaſion, and not by reſtricting the Executive Coun- 
cil to a weak and contemptible force, oblige the ſtate hereafter to en- 


. 


1 25 in greater exertions and ten- fold expences. Nothing fir J am per- 


vaded but the puſilanimous conduct held out in the amendment, can 


ever induce much oppoſition in that country, while Pennſylvania pre- 


ſerves her plighted faith with the claimants,” to whom it is intended 
to confirm their rights. Moreover, if Council were inſtructed with 


the 8 of the enterpriſe, it is allowed they would be reſponſible 
| ut to reſtrict them to the paltry force of 150 men, who / 
will ſerve for little more than to appriſe the conſpirators of the inten- 


for its iſſùe; 


tion of the ſtate to.reduce them by force, and ſerve only as an alarm to 


procure a combination of their adherents from various parts, ſo that 
in future we may have more to ſend, if not indeed the number which 
ſhall replace them. No fir I hope the Houſe will not 7 ſueh 


indecifion, but rather inveſt Council with the power to 


"Fas F fend up into 
that country ſuch force as may in the firſt inſtance terminate if not 
prevent a war with them. | | A Fey Es 


_ - Mr. Kennedy was of opinion that the number of men he propoſed, = 
was ſufficient to accomp 
Col. Pickering, he had learnt that 150 men was ſufficient in his opin- 


iſh the undertaking. From converſation with 


ion; as that gentleman was much better acquainted with the fituation 


of the country than what he pretended to be, he ſhould think 150 
men fully adequate, and moreover he thought that the people who had 


been ſettled in their claims ought to turn out and ſupport government; 


he hoped it would be agreed to. | | 5 
Mr. Peters. It is with very great diffidence that I riſe to ſay any 


ning—but for my part T am of opinion, it is beſt to leave the power of 
Council totally unlimitted, and J expected rather a motion for ſtrikin 
out the particular number than that which is now before you. I ſhoul 


not have ſaid any thing on the preſent oecaſion, but that I perceive 


ſome gentlemen cannot ſeparate the idea of coercion from that of our 


mannes. Now doubtſol as J have hitherto been, I flatter my ſelf well 


” able 


% 


in ſhort, he had heard no good reaſon againſt his motion, though he 
ſuppoſed the gentleman had made the beſt of the argument, therefore 


thing on this ſubject, becauſe I have been fo doubtful from the begin-. 


— 
% 


V 


| re 5 052% waa 
able to diſcover the neceſſity of ſpirited meaſures, I knew too how dif- 


_ ficult it is to raiſe the neceſſary revenues, yet I do not deſpair on any 


o ccaſion where the intereſt of the ſtate is ſo deeply concerned. I could 
ſincerely wiſh the neceſſary funds were out of the queſtion on the pre- 
bi „and let gentlemen only confine themſelves. to that part 
which relates to the raiſing of troops. Do not let us either be more 


ſient ſu 


reſponſible in this caſe than we need be, and by reſtricting the exe - 
cutive powers to 130 men, leave it with them to impeach us with 


having rendered their good deſigns fruitleſs; it is the executive alone 
that ought to be reſponſible— let them therefore be anſwerable for the 


ſucceſs of our coercive meaſures, if gentlemen are apprehenſive that 
they will go beyond what they could deſire, and raiſe a very great 
or conſiderable number of troops, more than the neceſſity demands 
let them recolle& that Council cannot wiſh nor pretend to go beyond 
the revenue we have'preſcribed for their expence. ' Thus fir are they 


alſo ſecurely limitted as to that tender point touching our public funds. 
I believe with the worthy gentleman who ſpoke ſo largely and ably on 


this fide of the queſtion, that Council ought totally to be unlimitted 
as to the number. Sir I think if we limit the number and the expedi- 


tion fails, or misfortunes come upon them, the Legiſlature will be al- 


together in fault; for Council need ſay nothing more than we have 
done as you have ordered us, and having done that, it is you and not 


us who are reſponſible for the conſequences ; yet why ſhould we re- 


tain this reſponſibility, who cannot be collected when the danger is 


moſt imminent. . I am clearly of opinion that we ought not to wiſh 


this reponſibility, which belongs to them from tie very nature of their 
office, and I think no danger can ariſe in ſuffering them to poſſeſs it, 
together with the power of ſending any number of troops into that 


country, which they may deem expedient, 


Mr. Fitzfmons's idea was, that when the Houſe wiſhed to carry any 


meaſure of this nature, they ſhould leave the power unreſtricted in 


the Executive Council; he ſhould ge, alſo on the preſent occaſion 


that the number ſhould be unlimit not that Council ſhould ſend in 
the firſt inſtance more than was by any means neceſſary, but that the 
incendiaries at Wyoming might know that if a hundred were inſuf- 
ficient to reſtore peace 5 good government to that diſtrict, 200, 500 
or 1000 could be brought forward, and all that would be neceſſary, 


for the Legiſlature would be to provide funds eventually for ſuch ex- 


ence. - | e h | | 2 5 F 
[2 Mr. Clymer apprehended that the clauſe if amended as propoſed, 
would correſ 1 very little with the preamble, in which it is declared 
the duty of the Aſſembly to make effectual proviſion for the due execu- 
every part thereof, e | + 5 
If the gentleman's limitation was agreed to, it would not be long 
before we ſhould be obliged to remove thoſe limits, when I believe 
thoſe gentlemen who are now alarmed on the ſubje of 3 wi 


tion of the law, and juſt exerciſe of the government of the ſtate to 


— iS 
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che number of troops already mentioned in the bill are ſet at a higher 


» 


rate than what they will abſolutely ſtand the ſtate in. 6 
I have in my hand fir an eftimate of their rations, pay, cloathing, 
removal of baggage, and every eee r for a twelve month's 

ſervice, made by a gentleman well verſed in ſuch calculations, by 


which it appears that 100 men can be maintained for leſs than C. 5,000, 


and the utmoſt that will be neceſſary will not exceed C. 25,000, as 


each man ſtands the ſtate in but a tnfle more than 48 pounds. 
Mr. Keazedy believed all thoſe articles would amount to a 2 ſum. 


Mr. Peters had ſerved his apprentice ip to thoſe kind of ca ulations, Dh 


and he ſhould make it a little more than C. 48, perhaps it might 
has ſaid he would rather make it 1, 000 men than 500, and would 


no means agree to reduce the number; I think ſir that that number 
would be much more than is neceſſary, becauſe I conceive the major 
2 the inhabitants at Wyoming are friends to the government of 


Ivania; and thoſe few men who have been miſted, have been 


extremely deſirous of returning to their allegiance; it would rather be 


making them of more conſequence than they really are, by telling the 
world that leſs than 1,00 men could not preſerve the peace in that 


- 


oath which is preſerib'd in the ſecond clauſe, there can he little 
doubt but that as much tranquillity will obtain there as in any 


other part of the ſtate; and ſir if I am not miſtaken, both in my 


opinion and wiſhes, this part of the bill will be altogether uſeleſs. 
Mr. Lewis. If the gentleman thinks that I ſuppoſe it neceſſary to 
ſend up 15000 or 300 troops into that ſettlement, I muſt have 


very much miſunderſtood indeed, for my only wiſh is, the eee 


of the Executive ge, ſhould not be entirely reſtrained from acting 
as the neceſſity of the caſe might require : I ſhall not take up the time 


of the Houſe with entering on the ſubject of finance, becauſe it is 
not very material on the preſent queſtion; but my moſt anxious con-. 


dern is, for the honor and dignity of the Commonwealth, to which 
every other conſideration muſt he place; the true way to preſerve 
this honor and dignity, will alſo be the leaſt expenſive and burthen- 


ſome way: decifive meaſures will nip the diſorder in the bud, and 


— thoſe funds which would be neceſſary on any prolongation of the diſ- 
eaſe, will be much curtailed by an immediate application; let the 
people at Wyoming know your deciſion, and your friends will be 


encouraged, while your enemies will be ſeeking means to evade your 


pointed force, by a ſpeedy flight, and evacuation of the country: the 


S 


- Amazing load of public debt which lays upon Pennſylvania, ſhould be 
one ſtrong argument, for the preſent meaſure, as being the molt ſaving 


The 


- 


- One. 
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diſtrict; it is likely fir, that Council will not ſend more than is neceſſa- 
ry, which T apprehend will be none at all; becauſe if the people take 
fi 


P na no ogy 


7 - 


The en now put on Mr. Kennedy's ee and 
10 one ML but 2 in favour of 70 es 3 
Mr. M Lene roſe and requeſted er to te 9 ion 
over again; which being done, he went on to obſerve, that he looked 
upon number propoſed in the amendment to be oy comticenatilh, . 
when added to that of the militia. | 
He fu 7 the inhabitants of that county to be 750; of theſe © one 


third mig I. to turn out, which would be 250; there are 
0 mil ph to that country by Council, and probably are there 
this time ; theſe with 150 pr by. the amendment will make 


570 men, and thoſe added to the militia "hich are now there, would 
be 750, a force fully adequate to reſtore good order; moreover it 
is well known, that you cannot enliſt a ſingle man without a half 
month's, pay in advance, and you have not this money to diſpoſe of ; 
it has been ſaid we ought to entruſt the Executive Council with the 
execution of this meaſure, but council if they are to become reſpon- 
- fible, will ſend up the whole number of troops that you order, or they 
will be much to blame: I know on former occaſions, they deemed 
it neceſſary to go to the full extent of their power, in order to ſecure 

themſelves from reproach. 

Mr. Firdley thought it was beſt to give eee that erb, 
that was ſpoken of, and therefore it aught be. p to in- 
ſert the amendment nor permit the 300 which Food 3 in the clauſe to 
8 there, therefore * move to ſtrike out the number altoge · 
tler. 

Mr. Lexis declared his intention to have made 8 a motion, as 
ſoon as the amendment was diſpoſed of. 


Mr. Fitzſimoms. The gentleman from Franklin has mentioned to 
the Houſe, the diſpoſition of Council on all occaſions, to go to the ut- 

moſt limits which the Legiſlature preſcribed them; this did not com- 

port with one fact within his eee for that body had been en- 


truſted with the diſpoſition of £15,000 for the purpoſes which are 
objects of the preſent bill, namely to quiet the diſt at Wyo- 
ming, and extend the juriſdiction of the ſtate over that County; it 
is well known ſir that they never ſpent one ſingle ſhilling. I only- 
mention this to ſhew that Council do not on all occaſions, as the gen- 
tleman infinuates, conceive themſelves bound to expend all a mo- 
ney placed in their hands, even for en pur por. 
The queſtion being about to t the ſecond time on Mr. Ken- 
nedy's motion, that gentleman roſe and withdrew it. | 
. Levis now propoſed the amendment mentioned by Mr. Find- 

ley, to leave it in the power of Council to ſend what troops the 


deemed neceſſary, without being reſtricted as to the number; 1 


amendment was acquieſced in. 

The queſtion was taken on the clan as ee ad agreed to. 

I The ſecond clauſe came under conſideration, (ſee page 125) when 
Mr. Schott moved to fill up the firſt blank with the the ft ay of 
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Mareh; his proppled. this Beau the winters are ſo Gin: in 5 Be 
country as to prevent people from travelling till about that time; ſome | - . 
deſultory debate aroſe upon this amendment, when jit was at length \ - tev 
agreed to preſcribe the time for three months, from and after py tdb 
| of this a. 5) unl 
Mx. M. Lene propoſed : a Gmilar 3 bh that e by Mr. 1 

Kennedy, when the bill was on a ſecond ee (ke ese 1 £4 

which was rejected. | Ve 
The De elauſe prifoled w: was now agreed . pal 
The third clauſe was paſſed as it JR {page an with the alen. KK nv 
tion of go days inſtead of 60 days. | N 
To reconcile the fourth clauſe (ſe page 120) to the 5 ones, > an 
as they were amended, being ſuppoſed to take up ſome time, it was to 
moved to W which the _ did till en 0 o clock chis _ Vet 
8 5 be fre 
+24 cp Retire Sew; c OE, "WM 
The W met oxide to adjournment, 1 = - bu 
A petition from divers inhabitants of the G of Herbe 5 
was read, praying Standing. tone Creek may be declared a public High- de 
way, Ordered to lie on the able. ; the 
A petition from Jonas Phillips was read, praying he may be author- 2 "ol 
FE 4. ized to fell goods by public auction or appointed city auctioneer, for fee 
Eo which he offers an annual ſum of one thouſand dollars exclufive of the MK ot 
= ate duties, and ſtatin rus he is ready to I before a Committee of | WW 
this Houſe a ſcheme of a lottery, which he upon calculation finds will ta 
1 produce 54,000 dollars within one year. | an 
= ' Ordered to lie on the table. On 
. | ' The Houſe reſumed the conſideration: of the bill entitled a ſup- th 
3 4 | plement to an act for aſcertaining and confirming to certain erſons - > I. 
= -+_ called Connecticut Claimants, the lands by them claimed within the m 
2 county of Luzerne, and for other purpoſes therein mentioned.” The _ to 
fourth clauſe was acconimodated to the two preceeding clauſes, and of 
” then agreed to, as was the fifth and fixth following; when it was mov- - "BY 
ed by Mr. Findley, ſeconded by Mr. M- Dobel, to inſert the NO el 

ing clauſe immediately after the ſixth ſection, via. | gat 

And'whereas doubts have ariſen with reſpect to the true intent and me- th 

ing of the term acquired in the act to which this is a ſupplements 0 

Be it therefore enacted and declared by the authoriſy aforeſaid," that\ none 2 

but ſuch perſon or perſons as have made a real ſettlement at or before the 1 

| vo of Trenton, or the legal repreſentatives of ſuch perſon or perſons ſhall | 1 

be efteemed or judged to have acquired any title under the aforeſaid act, and £22 

that an actual ſettlement or occupancy made previous to the decree at Tren- 1 

ton, ſhall enable ſuch perſon or perſons ſo claiming, to enjoy a tract of land = 

mot e che three Bunde @ acres, and the allowance of fix per cent. for : 3 

m Ko 

MI. Peters was of opinion, that the's eat truth contained in divine 8 


OY men to * che 9 of individuals, and perhaps might 
not 


- wag 
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the county (Mr. Peters) and as he was not ſo a judge as he 
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| RRE DEE 
Lam as much in favour of out own citizens as any perſon can pf 
tend to be, and Fconfeſs if any people are to ſuffer, it F 
toſe who are ſeizing the property to which they have no legal claim 
unleſs from the bounty of the ſtate; but we are alſo to conſider that 
the object of the T&gillature' is to reconcile the Wyoming ſettlers, in 
older to preſerve peace and extend the juriſdiction of the COmmen. 
wealth to that terfitory. Such I apprehend was the object of the bil! 
paaſſed laſt March, and whether that law Was or was not politic, forms 
no part of our preſent conſideration; but be it as it may, we are no, | 
obliged to carry it through, and muſt adhere to the 5 „ 
tice which is there laid down. This clauſe J ſuppoſe hr is intended” 
to ſerve my old fellow - citizens, to whom I am greatly attached; by pre- 
venting our adopted; brethren, whom 1 confeſs I do not like ſo Well, 
from obtaining an accumulated number of eſtates in that country). 

Had this been the principle of the firſt law, it might have been proper, 
but now fir that theſe people have come forward and laid in their 
claims under that law, and conducted themſelves according to its d. 
rection, I cannot think the ſtate at liberty to recede from their part o 
the contract. This amendment fir- bears down the principle of the - / 
Old law, ahd appears to me very unjuſtifiable; but as-I have not per. 
fectly made up my mind, I ſhall wait until L hear the ſentiments of 

others on the ſubject: but I have prepared ſomething like what the 
gentleman has propoſed hut it is not contrary in its principle, aa 1 
take his to be to the old law, and which if I am ſeconded, I will read __ 
mik preſent d neff... 8 
I) his being done, it was put as an amendment, and after ſtating e 
the doubt of the een of the term acquired, it went to explain b / 
reeiting, that thoſe ſhould be deemed to have acquired titles WIe had 
made a real ſettlement, whether by themſelves or by others, agreeably / 
to the rules and regulations of the Suſquehannah Compan) or ſta tete 
of Connecticut, before the decree of Trenton; and that thoſe who weren 
the heirs or aſſigns of ſuchoriginal ſettler or occupant, whether by pur. peg 
_ chaſe er otherwiſe, ſhould be entitled to ſuch tracts not'exceeding 300 
acres each, as they. ſhould eſtabliſh by ſufficient proof, according to 
the prayer of the petition upon which he original law was founded, 
and which prayer was conſtituted a part of the amendment. 
Mr. M*Lene requeſted that the petition and report of. the Commit- 
tee which had been the foundation of the former law might be heard. 
I The petition was read, But the report of the Committee was miſlaid. © 
Mär. Findley had expected, and he believed a'majority of the Houſe | _ 
expected ſomething of this kind to be offerred, to make the preſent bill 
go down: his amendment has been haſtily drawn up at the table, and 
might not be ſo accurate as the one preſented by the gentleman from 
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could wiſh to be of the ſuperiority of the one over che other, he was 
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55 _— , ro fer m 116 y "This obſeryation 1 0 made 1% 
Wo ling gore 10 bi * 2 to acquire. information. 
5 Ment 3 had. no objection to.p ofitponing both. 
5 . willingly. gre: to poitpone: . — provided — | 
| were. Mes $6 to DOE ht 1 if, one of theſe were, he of 
i, Fol Houle, OA ee. to the 
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thas' Ae commit, the * — 045 ;he 2 or moreover an ee wy con- 
ſegdenees of detaching a great number of the Well alfected people at 


Wyoming, Who bave cowplied and bicherto bene <> ES 10 


0 _ rom. 


c Gay, and week to week, for a long time paſt, in erde 
tell vou, $0. ene and more information, yet not ſatis] 


| with the, frequent, poitpanemenzs already made; you are ſolicited once 
ware $0 peſtpone for the purpoſe. of comparing - two motions, whole. 
© objedtsate different; if this isa ſufficientreaſon to poſtpone, the Houſe 
Will decide fo: But I beg before that is done, to eall the e 91 
the members once mote to the objects of the bi 
cConſider this meaſure as proper ſir, for any other. teaſon than neceſſity: ; 8 
and Econtend fir that neceſftty juſtiſec the frſt bill, and I contend fur- = 
| ther Br, that we are bound in every parbiculer by what the firſt bill 


generally. do not 


+: and if it was neeoſſary at fin, Lon r the neceſſity. of. 


completing the meaſure tg! be now in exiſtenes What was the obs: 
je at che pill paſſed laſt March? was it not to prevent contention and 
; ed? was; it not to quiet the ſettlers at Wyoming under the Con- | 
nectigot claims, ſuppoſed to be enemies to your Zoverhment, in order 
to preſttre the peace of the ſtate, whigh appeared. Inextreme jeopardy? - 


and ſhall-we new; wy the paltry confideration: of. a ev acres: and, 
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5 wil . fave 200 186 for 1 have too kick an opinion of 1 D Th 
miſfioners and board of property Who are to decide their claims, to be:. 
lieve a ſingle acre will be given that is not right f b progeetiing in N 
_ this manner fir, the whole buſineſs of conciliation will be defeated... 

Mr Finley. I find the worthy gentleman laſt up differs with mm 
he: deſign of poſtponement, becauſe I wiſh only for time to xa. 
mine more particularly what the other contains; but we agree fir in 
one obſervation, that it is difficult and dangerous for the Legiſlature 
to explain laws; this is true fir, but 1s well known that dout 8 have 

ariſen on the import of the wor acquired.; doubts have ariſe | 
a number of members of this Houſe, and it is well known x jr be 
1 have differed in opinion on this and other ſubßes; Colonel Pixler- 

5 ny has hadien opinion of the term acquired, «which-the other judges had not. 

We generally enact laws, and leave the explanation to the judicial 
department, but if doubts ariſe in carrying the la into execution, We 
have a right to 184. 1 though it may be a right that 4 not to be 
generally exerciſed. This law fir that wants our =. lanation was the 
Child of neceflity, for can any thing but neceſſity juſtilhy the Legiſlature 
in taking away the 1 of individuals without W rg or 
without a trial op jury? I think if we give up the plea of neceflity, 
we muſt give up the iaw—now I don't with to deftroy the lav; and 
if it was neceſlary, it ought to be reſtricted, ſo as not to be greater | 
than the necefſity : I do not with to allow fo large a field for ſpecula- 
tion. The amendment which was propoſed I conceive to be neceſſary, 
and I believe the bill is alſo neceſſary, but unleſs this or ſomething _ 

| like it is adopted, the bill may not be enacted this ſeſſion. I withe 
therefore fir that the amendinent me. on be ee to W = 

to accommodate it to the neceſlity. 

Mr. Peters did not like half-hath rolls in was at firſt. me: 
0 ek the amendments lie over, tha member might « examine N 
ä reg _ reſſions they 3 j 

5 y deeided fir, that unleſs we inns the Büch, 7 
| 1988 and agi 1. the ſtate, we riſque its peace and happmeſs in 

future: if I thought fir that any amendment of mine would either 
tend to alter, defeat or delay the buſineſs, I would withdraw i it inflantly.. _ 

I know fir that there are ſome part of the members in this Houſe who” + 

differ very widely from their colleagues, and it was with a view to 
conciliate' thoſe who are ſo averſe to the inſurgents at Tyoga, and 
others that are apprehenſive the Pennſylvania claims will be infupporta- _ 

ble, that I 25 ced my amendment; but ſir it will be remembered, 
chat when I preſented it, 12 did not even pledge myſelf t to vote for it, 
nor do I know chat 1 ould - yet rather than retard the reat objec LE, 

or embarraſs the Houſe, I would withdraw; but 1 an 

ous to withdraw his alſo: For if the buſineſs i is not now Shed, 
I think we had better never begun, for my own part Lam willing to 
let the terms of the old law ſtand, and it was not from any doubts I 
_ OR that I introduced The clauſe—1 ſoy fir; ft the old _ be 
what 
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wweoehat it may, it ought to ſtand; for tho' I find many laws that are not 
zs I could wiſh them, I ſubmit to them without marmuring; whatever 
mamy feelings may be, becauſe I-confider- that they ought to be obeyed 
'\._-- for the general good. I think in the moſt decided manner, that the 
Connecticut claimants ought to have titles to the full extent of the firſt 
IIa, be that what it may, but I am well convinced that if che word 
24  acquired-is explained in the moſt extenſive ſenſe,” but a few perſons 
wu.ll receive more than goo acres.” I know a different opinion obtains IF - 
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dountey and the N By the ſhort extenſion of the time 3 | 
Agreed to by the Houſe, in which claims are allowed to be exhibited, 
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no man occupying land under Pennſylvania, could be entitled to a 
greater quantity, then what right is there to allow more to theſe peo- 
1 yet fir the judges themſelves acknowledge, that they have admitted. 
ſome to have 6 or 8 ſhares or lots, and I dont know how many more je 
_ Why fir, on this principle of allowing them alt they have acquired, I 
don 't lee, where it is potſible they are to ſtop; if the lines of the county | 
Itſelf are found to circumſcribe their demands, it will be happy ſor-us. 15 

_ Theſe conſiderations give ground of ſuſpicion. and n when 
we muſt not explain a law that cannot explain itſelf. 
| 5 > That this law fir was deſigned upon the principle of conciliation! K* : 

admit; and that it is a valuable conſideration” to reconcile the people to ſ 


the government; but why don't we extend the principle fir, and take 


in the half-ſhare men ? yet the term acquired may be conſtrued in ſome 5 
manner to apply even io them; why fir don't we accommodate the 
whole? I admit we cannot ; and 1 Re] it would be improper but ö 
yet ſuch is the effect if the term acquired rights, as defined and explain- 1 
dla by je conduct of the judges in allowing ſo many claims to one per- 
Wt «-- udgment tells me this is going beyond what was the in- 
- tention ”= Ry iſlature, and if the members are alſo clear to decide 
5 am willing, an _ ill therefore withdraw: my motion for poſtponement. _ 
Mr. Fitzſimons. As I was by no means in favour of poſtponement, 
1 am glad the motion is. withdrawn. I would juft beg leave therefore 
to obſerve fir, that the gentleman giyes as a reaſon why the Houſe | 
| ſhould adopt his clauſe, that m 
ers have admitted ſuch claims, I venture to pronounce it was in obe- 3 
diente to your law; and thoſe claims were made as heirs or aſſignees of | 5 
bvriginal ſettlers, before the decree of Trenton —this fir I take to be 
the clear and plain import of the word acquired, and I am ſurpriſed hom 
the gentleman can torture it to make it appear otherwiſe. 1 
81 the Houſe do not mean to make a diſtinction between aliena- j 
ted er dene rights; for certainly the purchaſer of an gase has 
as good a title to it as the original occupant or holder; but moreover 


your faith is plighted to theſe people by the expreſs words of Fur 
former act, where it is declared, that you will confirm all theſe lots 05 5 


to the heirs and aſſigns of the firlt ſettlers or occupants. - 

It is true that I conſidered: theſe 4 as intruders, but then bey 
did not oonſider themſelves ſuch; they had the claim of occupancy or 
- firſt ſettlement; a pre-emption is a right in many inſtances ; many other | 
- perſons ſettled within the ſtate of Pennſylvania, have no other. Gaim. 
_ Theſe had ſettled themſelves under the. ſtate to which they belonged, | 
had conformed to the rules and regulations laid down for that purpoſe, 
_ and” abſolutely paid a valuable conſideration to the ſtate of Connecti- 
cut for what they thought were good titles; many of them have been 
een W 18 chere: ihe mere e ſettlement \ Was ſuppoſed i in Penn- | 
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and only meaning Was, to allow no more than one right to each ſettler; Is | Free 


everal inſtances the . commiſſioners | | 8 
have admitted 8 or 10 claims made by one perſon; if the commiſfon- 


. 
. b : > ' * 
6 


; ; 


8 - 
: l 4 ” * 
* * 4 4 - IX 
; J 6 £ Y 3 [ * - "> 2 
* 9 < 2 
— 8 — 8 * * * 
2 8 P * - * 
- — 3 8 - N 2 9 m Pr _— \ * = P we” 6 2 
© ; : "q a dns - * os * * — - F Wn. 
k ” 4 8 1 z i 8 — Ds . we 8 5 10 » * hs Tg . . 
s * W 4 1 : 3 * ant 4 | . * . p a . \ 
4 . deg E©Y 2 2 3 * N a . 8 ; — > * 8 "= HS 1 - 
Y 5 * - 4 — P 4 - ” le 1 if 0 - 2 „ _ a _ 2 A pc 2 8 2 5 
— PoE ob 47 as : bx C r 1 / — . ——— nr 7 : Rn „4 Se ene. 4 3 
— — — . * A * RO d £ ay * ea. * — os YR” o F r 4 Wr * : n : * 2 . * 8 3 e N 
3 \ 5 0 — . "as bs © ue - 1 —_ © a — ) - {6 i * p * 95 ** A" CY K 3 * 2 ö . SIT, 47 SS I. © 
1 ha . 5 bo —_ ; 8 Pn. Yo - « 4 N — * 1 K 2 \ £ , > 
7. - 7 N ” —— - 6 * A 3 , * rn * 8 Y 5 — 757. - * y 2 he 4 | * v 4 . * = 1 ane 8 _ 
- * — * tv * 3 * 8 - : g 8 ＋ Wn 3 4 1 * 1 > < Y 2 8 7. A * 3 0 „ * — 3 
5 [OV 1 — 1 A, a © 2d 5 * + * * 1 * aw 8 0 . 4 IX. 4 . 2. renn a 
8 * 1 * — . - þ * 4 £ 4 l 4 P wm ies, uf n l e : on 
k * „ * 1 : 1 * * r ; y n 4 l _- is 889 * a * 8 ES 
_ \ * \ - a — * 81 7 N age > 5, Dae n AI. ha 3 1 
1 - "RS 1 5 1 * a a 1 n 2 Bogen | - 1 88 3 * tha Hi * 1 1 
N * EP __ 1 * N 2 - , 8 L , 1 4 , * nt = "EM L ö 8 Wh 00 e S . 1 
1 — 1 — en 2 A . Fl Y 2 x * Oey bs . E p v ber 15 


k * * 5 * ; Z F 2 
4 * y $5 304 1 . 7 c F KN 
* k — als 
—— 1 . en 7. — 5 2 * 8 
n . y N ore, 4 WM; CR. _ -_— F — * 
— y b > — 2 PET” ” 
— = YN * Fo * 6 
eee i "ry * - 


Iu, * "way, © 


Yu 07a, DA rs EA ry ee pea ror get WP ar gee 
* 


y % 
N 0 
4 ” N 
7 — * — 
1 4 
7 r 


I 
\ 

> 4 3% 
s R 2 


- 
a © 
— 
- ot 3 
9 N 


8 
2 


wn — - ; \ * * Nn * * " 3 1 4 1 ＋ 7 
8 7 * 5 wy 8 * Nr n y "IM = p nnn —— * rr Be 
7 50 ts * 9 e : 35 73% td r - * N S 5 e : 
— ES, | „ ee 1 2 ys: — " 15 — - IN oy - —.— „ 7 „ 4 a, 3 Py * 7 5 N fo Wer 
A 59 ES * 7 4 I = 2 | 3 A * — > | 5 - 4 4 7 74 5 4% 
N p : Z « * 6 F . FRE 
'\ F A. 
Þ. - * . _— 
4 * i Aſs 
* * —— —— 233 Y : - . "R 4 ** * 4 — 
* 5 1 OY 6 * n J . g * w 4 
271 l . ͤ . ep rr wr etrtt” FEET antics rye, levy arr a Vent ets 11): et — * * tet * F - p * _ I "Sage 
* ART # * q r y * 1 * , 2 « =” 
— ' q - — 1 - * N 1 
: q : 1 2 
- i £, . 5 2 - * z > 8 
& 2 8 \ 5 . NM a | F wy * 1 + 48 
0 ; * * oat . 2 SS Sy » . _ 
4 % j i WES Fn Ly - n - < 
* — 8 9 . * : 3 — „3 
- & . 3s 3 PA ' * * % + e 
+ 0 


„ * 


* «Bhs 


— 
3 


1 a 1 166 Drsarss . the Garand 0 


. 


| 


4 


any number w ſoevers. oy ye 
Mr. Lewis; I have taken no part in the: debate hich; 545 tas ; 


TU A 


| Gaia to. goes 5 bt, bot theſe Rar 


I == this House k bed ever an bee, to (reward theſe =o 
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A os . 


Saber in a " government. Frm hiſs to em 33 own eee 8. 


> pains are taketr to feduce them from their allegiance, and it wants 
ſuch a miſtaken, nay, unjuſt ſtroke of policy as this, to throw the 
whole country again into confuſion and diſorder. The 25 are dare 
- told that there is a ſtrong party againſt them throughout e 

de are already fowh amongſt them, and ang * be a 22 


* The gentleman tells you hat. the former = was in digeſted, 
the plan was had; if ſin the laſt was an impolitic law, let us make:no 
more ſuch; but if it was policy, true and neceſſary policy at that d, 
when the danger of an enereafe of force on their ſide was fo very much 
to be apprehended, and if that neceſſity exiſts, by the peculiar temper 
| and ſituation of the ſettlers at Wyoming, let the principle of concili- 
ation be continued; and this when aided by a ſmall force, will reſtore | 
harmony and contentment to that diſtrict for di ſorder is to be prin- 
_ cipally apprehended from them, who! having little to loſe, but uch 
to gain, by an effectual oppoſition to your government, will be the 
moſt mature for acts of riolence and outrage. I hope when gentlemen 
reflect on the dreadful cor ce of ſetting this buſineſs afloat, and 
the injuſtice. That's is about to 
tion. 


Mr. Findl: ey. I riſe merely Mr. Speaker to explain ſome words which - 
4 nſed, and which I think have been mifunderſtood—when I mentioned 
the half-ſhare men, I meant that the principle of conciliation. would 
ap ly. to them, and not that it would be proper to go this far; with 

reſpeR to the people claiming more ſhares than one, 1 believe the g 


nnſylvania; 


e \ 


e ler jt uw 
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tleman charges me with ping tee were 8 or 10, but if I don't for- 


get, I ſaid only 6 or 8, tho 


ee that admits them 95 admit = Ny 


taken p 18 becauſe I thought the genileman was fo little ſatisfied _ 


with his own production, that he would withdraw his amend- 
ment. N henfive fir that if this offered by the mem- 


ber from Weſtmoreland, is adopted, very ſerious conſequenoes are to be 
| Greaded—and that it it will even be more difficult to underſtand the ex- 
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| Wo ns 1 is PRE go VEE the term ingended to be explained: 3 
805 One thing Mr. Speaker is clear, the Legiſlature. of Pennſylvania. fe-, | © 
ing the fituation of that part of the country, comprehended under | . 
- \ 1 * 


N 
f a RES 
2 p r 
Co . * 


ths name of Wyoming, | thought proper to paſs: an Rs confirming. | | 
titles to certain ſettlers and others, to lands within their juriſdiction „ 
this J fay.is certain, and w c the words by which ĩt has been done are e 
clear or doubtful; I cann ee the diſtinction; the terms you held oujt 
$ to che Connecticut claimants have been complied. with on their Paste Fr . 
85 and i it remains only for the ſtate to complete hers. 165 | 
A difficulty is now! ſuppoſed to have axifen'on- the term  acquired— 
| OY Legiſlature are about to determine its meaning, and ſay it is to 
be underſtood in one particular manner theſe perſons will tell yon 
5 that, is not our opinion of its ſenſe, and e let it be left to the 
Proper tribunal; who alone are competent to expound your laws. 1 
will ſay we accepted our rights under your former Jaws, in Which the 
inn "of: Pennſylvania is moſt ſolemnly Plighted, and the confidence 
5 whit we repoſed in that plighted faith, was the reaſon chat 3 
us to lay ade our arms, and purſue that occupation. which peace and 
government had enabled us, under the fulleſt conviction that 
Is Pennſylvania could never deſire to retract from her engagements—they. 
hape a rightto ſay if that clauſe ſhould. be adopted, that here is a breach 
of the puhlic faith made by the Legiſlature 4787, that can neither 
redonnd to its honor or advantage —at a former day you admitted the 
” fullneſs of our claim, but at a füture day you by an explanation eon 
teract the juſtice of the former law. The engagement entered into 
_ © with the Connecticut claimants, is of the nature of a compromiſe; | 
that ſtate of which they were formerly citizens; claimed the lands oa 
ke northeaſt branch of the Suſquehannah, as falling within her ehar⸗ 
ter, tho really within the chartered boundaries of Pennſylvania; but 
a2 number of her inhabitants had actually ſettled: themſelves u _ | 
lands, yet a number of our fellow citizens had purchaſed of 
oy proprietor, the very lands ſo ſettled; theſe interfering es: ove] 
proved the ſource of diſcord and bloodſhed, for-a: ſeries of years in 
A chat diſtracted country to quiet theſe the act paſſed laſt. March Was 
f intended; in which the ſtate engages if the ſettlers will perform certain 
| conditions, that the will on her part confirm. ſuch af tbe Commeficat 
dlaums at auere ACQUIRED by ACTUAL SETTLERS, prior 40 the * 
mination ef the ſaid diſpme; AGREEABLY re TE PETITION Or 


unn or THE AID STL ERS. After engaging thus far, the 
la goes on to declare they will confirm all of theſe titles ta either 
me nis or AS56865 of ſuch actual ſetiler or ocupant, as would be 
entitled to lots acœording to the rules and regulations then among them. 
Idle folemn faith of the ſtate thus pledged; is not for us to retratt; 
and if there are words of difficult meaning uſed in our contract, it 
muſt be left to the judges of the law and — the Engliſh language to en. 
plain. There is neither propriety nor neceſſity; for the Lægiſfature to 
e _ Mor uns — — the E e | 
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2 , but it will meet the diſapprobation if not the deteſtation of every deli- 
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eie noknowing in what ie may end—befde'T apprehend the pr. 
NS cedent for ſuch conduct can be diſcovered but in the annals e 55 ö 
N tiſm, where the juſtice to be meaſured out to the 58 2 depends alto- : 
ether upon the will and pleaſure of an imperious and haughty t. 1 

he archives of republics furniſh them not, and ſhall che Legiſſa. e 
2 

| 


_—_— 4 


y tyrant. 
RE be ture of Pennſylxania purſue a meaſure that her ſons muſt bluſh to own? 
I' be elauſe Which is now propoſed has all the effect of an ex poſt facto 
1 law, and Tflatter myſelf cannot find adyocates among the repreſentatives” 
Let me now enquire if it will be a difficult matter for your law-offi- od 
cers to define the meaning of the term, acquired rights; theſe rights in 8. 5 
the firſt place being thoſe of perſons who were actual ſetlers in that 
dune prerious'to'the degree of Trenton. Now we know there ang! 
a variety of ways by which a perſon may acquire rights to lands: HE 
may acquire by bargain and fale of the firſt or any ſubſequent prop. 
tors uncer the laws of Pennſylvania, by Warrant and ſurvey, and for-. 
merly under the practice of the province by occupancy, by leaſe and 
Feleaſe, by fine and recovery, all of which are in the legal ſenſe of tbe 
| word, acquired rights, and the act of Aﬀembly will extend to all theſe *. 
caſes. Here is a term of known and poſitive meaning; and ſay theſe 
people, we underſtand it in the plain 0 deer which it bears. 
Me ander this idea, accepted your terms —and this is what I ſay” was 
4 compromiſe held out to them. Where then will be the faith of Penn- yr 
ſpylvania, if the © Legiſlature ſhould now pretend to affix any other | 
meaning to the word ? if it was the intention of the former Houſs to "Wo. 
have reſtricted the ſenſe of the word, it ſhonld have been done at that „ 
time, and then theſe people would have not been deceived. As the 
matter ſtands at preſent, I do not ſee what is to be done; but to leave 
the law to the determination of the judges.” I wiſh to fave the public 
property of the ſtate as much as any one within theſe walls, and I in- 


N 


cCeerely hope that this word is not of a nature to include many caſes; 


but be that as it may, be the quantity of land to be given under it 
Jreat or ſmall, it is alike as to the principle, and it is the principle 
>  . that contend for. I conſider the faith of the ſtate pledged to theſe 
0 perſons,” to confirm all ſuch claims as they may have, whether in their 
8 own rights as ſettlers, or as aſſignees of ſettlers, according to the ex, 8 
pPreſs declaration of the law. I conſider this amendment as an er pf 
facto law; and an ex parte interference too; therefore; I have no doub 


berate and thinking man. It is for the reaſons I have already men- 
tioned, that I ſhall vote againſt the amendment, though there are other 

5 2 2 1 22 3 IS, . . 
reaſons: that might operate collaterally with them; ſor I take it fir, 
that by this attempt at parſimony, you not only endanger the future 
peace of that ſettlement, but abſolutely give away more property bß 
tuhe attempt at reſtriction, than what it can poſſibly retain, oo 

Mrs Finuley. The principle on which the gentleman reſts his op- 
pPaoſition, I mean the general principe, would apply with equal force, 
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nay with ſuperior force, to this buſineſs altogether - for the firſt law | 
was certainly a breach of the faith of Pennſylvania ; but I believe it 
is not wiſe to talk much about it: I know our Conſtitution did not 
juſtify the law, for our faith is as ſolemnly pledged, not to make a 
law ſubverſive of the rights of our own citizens, or to-aboliſh a trial 
by jury: nothing I believe but the neceſſity, as I ſaid before, can juſ- 
. 'tify it; and neceſſity, unhappily for us, exiſts at the preſent. 
Ĩ! be gentleman denies not only the power of rhe Legiſlature to ex- 
5 po terms in its own laws, but denies a precedent. I believe fir we 
have not far to look for a precedent—the late Houſe I believe paſſed 
a law to explain what was meant by actual ſettlement, and no doubts 
were entertained at that time, though there were gentlemen of legal 
knowledge in the Houſe, of the power of the Legiſlature to explaia the 
term. I acknowledge the abilities of the gentleman who ſpoke laſt, and 
have no doubt but all thoſe kind of rights which he enumerated are 
acquired rights, but I believe it was the intention of the late Houſe, 
to confirm them to rights acquired by actual ſettlement alone; but I 
contend that the bill had no EO plea to ſuſtain it than that of neceſ- 
ſity, and if it has now become neceſſary to explain it more preciſely, 
the ſame principle will juſtify the amendment. The procels eſtabliſhed 
in this cale, is not the 5 as a courſe of common law, and therefore 
_ - that part of the argument which relates to the deciſion of the judges 
* does not apply. . . 50 
Mr. Leauit. Whether the former law was or was not juſtifiable on 
any other principle than that of neceſſity, I look upon as foreign to 
the preſent ſubject. If there is any honorable gentleman who thinks 
that neceſſity did not exiſt, or that there is no occaſion for the law, let 
them ſet about the repeal ; but as none think it prudent to do fo, I 
ſhall conſider it as an exiſting law, in which the faith, the honor and 
_ credit of the ſtate are irretrievably pledged to the Connecticut claim- 
ants, for the full and effectual confirming of every claim admitted un- 
der that law, whether it be acquired by any of the means I formerly 
mentioned or otherwiſe, provided that the claim is ſupported by pro- 
per proof that it is ſuch as comes within the meaning of the law. The 
_ e, admits the principle will apply in ordinary caſes, that the 
Houſe ought not to reſcind its engagements, but ſeems to infer that 
we are more at liberty on this occaſion than on any other, but L con- 
tend that a breach of faith on this occaſion is of much greater mag- 
nitade than on common occaſions. The perſons who are 1njured in or- 
dinary caſes, if it is ever neceſſary to injure any, muſt be injured by 
their immediate repreſentatives; but in this caſe theſe people were not 
repreſented ; they had no perſon on this floor when your law paſſed, 
and they will complain of being trepanned. „ 
The gentleman alleges ſir that this is not the 'firft inſtance of the 
Fas wa having explained her on act; this ſir appears in the caſe 
he has alluded to, quite out of point; for fir that explanation was not 
an explanation of a law, but merely extending to certain N | : 
NO | VVV | Within > 5 
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within the tract purchaſed at Fort- Stanwie, determining the right af 4 L 
preemption to the lands they occupied, provided they made application 
within the time limitted by the act; this was explaiuing a right which 
had for a number of years obtained in Pennſylvania, from the lenity . f 
and goodneſs of the proprietors, who indulged every perſon that oecu- | 

pied or ſettled on their vacant lands, to have a title to the ſame ; but 
theſe perſons being alarmed by the practice of ſome others, under a 
law of the ſtate, who were taking out patents for the very lands the 
- occupants had long held and improved, it was judged proper by the 
_  Legillature to continue the right of occupancy, and giving the perſon a 
pre-emption, provided he applied within a certain time, This J ap- 
prehend is eſſentially different from taking away rights which have 
1 beſtowed by law. The gentleman cannot think that inferences 
drawn in this manner can have any weight with the members of this 
Houſe, who have too” much good ſenſe to be miſled by any perſon's 
bare aſſertions. | £2 )) Mal Wy 
Mr. eum was decided for doing his duty; as à private perſon he 
might be inchned to this or that fide of the queſtion by his feelings 
for individuals, but as a Legiſlator he muſt do that and that only 
which the public good demanded, If in private life from motives of 
convenience or any other, he made a hard bargain, he ſhould think it 
his duty to flick by it, and he conceived himſelf equally bound to ſtand 
by the bargaifl of the Legiſlature, however his pfivate with might be 
to ſave expence, yet juſtice muſt be adhered to. If the Legiflature 
have made a hard bargain with theſe people, it muſt even remain ſo, 
for he could by no means conſent to any alteration being made, unlets 
5 it was mutually acceded to; but this he thought might be put in a | 
= clear point of view, if he could only engage the attention of the Houſe 
| while he read a part of the petition on which this buſineſs originated, 
and then ſome part of the law connected with it; this he thought 
would be fully ſufficient to ſatisfy the Houſe, of the great impropriety 
of the reſtricting clauſe propoſed by the members from Weſtmoreland. 
He went on to read the petition preſented to a former Houſe, in 
| | which the Connecticut claimants ſtate that it had. been uſual for them 
3 to lay out their ſettlements into townſhips of five miles ſquare, which 5 
© were uſually divided into fifty three lots, containing about goo acres 
5 each, three of theſe lots were ſet aſide for a parſonage &c. the remain- x 
2 der were the property of the purchaſers, and it was a cuſtom that when 
1 twenty-five perſons were inclined to go upon one of theſe townſhips 
. lhat upon payment they had one ſhare to ſettle on, and another of the . 
1 fifty provided they paid the further purchaſe money, as it was not the | 
mere ſettlement, which gave them a right, even under Connecticut; 
there were certain other rules and regulations amongſt them obtained in 
the ſettlement of the land. [hey then went on to pray the Houſe would 
be pleaſed to grant them theſe rights, as well as the heirs and aſſigns 
1 1 of others of the firſt ſettlers, who might have transferred their claims 
1 before the decree of Trenton, and they would in that caſe become true 
7 and faithful to the ſtate of Pennſylvania, PI wr r?1² 
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25 This | tition Mr. Peters obſerved. was 1⁰ clear, that no doubt could 
be had by the former Houſe of what they were applied to for, and 
this would be fully illuſtrated by a few extracts from the law; in the 


reamble it is recited that 4 number of the inhabitants of Connecticut 
had ſettled upon and improved divers tracts of land, {ying on or near 


e e eaſt branches of the Suſguehannah—and that parts of the ſame 


land have been claimed under titles derived from the late proprietaries, 


and the interfering puns have occaſioned much contention, expence, 


and bloodſhed ; and the Aﬀembly being defirous of putting an end to 
thoſe evils, by confirming ſuch of the Connecticut claims as were ac- 
qui red by actual ſettlers, prior to the termination of ſuch diſpute, AEK. 
ABLY 10 the petition of a number of the ſaid ſettlers. _ 8 


Mr. Peters would repeat the words aGREEABLY 70 the petition of | 


4 number of the faid ſeltlers; this he would think might put the mat- 


ter beyond a doubt, but he would go on to the body of the law, where 
it is enacted that all the ſaid rights or lots now lying within the 
County of Luzerne, and he would have the gentleman not entertain 

an apprehenſion that it was intended to admit theſe claims to be laid 


all over the ſtate, which were occupied or acquired by Connecticut 
Claimants, who were actually ſettlers there, at or hefore the termina- 
tion of the claim of Connecticut by the decree of Trenton, and which 
rights or lots were particularly aſſigned to the ſaid ſettlers, prior to 
the ſaid decree, agrecably to the regulations then in force among them, be 
and they are hereby confirmed to them and their heirs and aſſigns. 


After reading this far he did not think it neceſſary to add a ſingle 


word ; the gentlemen could from this judge, whether the amendment 


was or was not a breach of the public faith, but from the beſt infor- 
mation he had acquired, the ſaving intended by the amendment muſt 
be very triffling. | | e ay 


After a ſilence of a few minutes Col. Lowrey requeſted the report 


of the Committee on that petition might be read. — 
Mr. Findley was of opinion that there was no reaſon to have re- 


courſe to the petition, becauſe the law furely was not to anſwer for 


the petition, nor be explained by it; was it poſſible that a petition 
could reftrain an act of the Legiſlature ? in ſhort we have nothing 
to do with the petition ; but yet I would juſt obſerve that it mentions 


a right to be about goo acres; well then, can it be ſaid that from the 
very words of the petition they expected four, five,, or ſix hundred 


acres ? I apprehend they did not, and I am pretty certain the Houſe 
had no idea of giving more than that quantity; I would aſk gen- 


tlemen what was the object of the former law ? whether it was not to 


conciliate cow - le ? this I ex ect will be allowed on all hands, 
d it he for us if they were conciliated, but fir the 


and happy wou | 
are not; the act of driving away your Commiſſioners proves that they 


£ 


were not. 


Well fir if this law has not had its uſefulneſs, ſince we have not 


been ſucceſsful as we wiſhed to be, in quieting theſe people, let 1 55 : 
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a preference to theſe, over thoſe who claim under Pennſylvania, let 


becauſe the Legiſlature gave it to them, I have ſaid before I do not 
real rights, and that without trial by jury, can the power of the Houſe 
be doubted to ſet aſide acquired rights? it was a dangerous precedent, 
ſince in quieting our de wee we have diſſatisfied a number of valua- 
ble citizens of our own. 85 „ 5 = 
Mr. Chmer being in ſome degree inſtrumental in procuring the for- 
mer law, wiſhed to be heard in a few words on the ſubject. One 


zubmit to it as he found himſelf ſtrapped about the neck with it; ano- 
ther gentleman (Mr. Findley) goes farther, and declares the law to 
be a violation of the conſtitution ; I know nothing in the conſtitution 
_ adequate to repel the wn that may ariſe from inſurrection, but I 
am cerain that the power held by all nations extends to every meaſure 
neceſſary for the preſervation and ſafety of the government, and 
therefore authoriſe a law founded in ſtate ms.” 4 It has been con- 


prehend that country would at this time be totally ſeperated from our 


ought to be moſt ſilent who were inſtrumental in producing that neceſ- 


for the ſtate their oppoſition has been adequate to this end. When it was 


W 
* 


feated Pennſylvania claimants to their beer When this had been 
effected, it only procured an addition of force to the ſettlers at Wyo- 


numerous evils with which that ſettlement was ſurrounded. . | 
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And I would beg to obſerve farther, that thoſe per 
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ing if they can defeat this, the country will be involved once more in 
contention; if their object fir is not to embroil the ſtate, it is impoſ- 
ſible to aſcertain what it is— but their conduct appears to me ſimilar 


no doubt but their object is the ſame, though they purſue another 
mace of accompliſhing it. e "i INE 
; : re 


be urged as an argument that we have deceived them, that we are | 
breaking our faith with them; repeated inſtances have been given of 


us therefore ceaſe extending it further; they have got a reaſonable _ 
quantity of land to anſwer this wiſh ; I don't ſay they 3h uafarely, 


wiſh to enter on the ſubject of right, nor do I, but if we ſet aſide 


_ gentleman (Mr. Peters) ſaid he did not like the law, but he would 


ceived by that gentleman, that this law was neceſſary from the danger 
to which we were then expoſed, and without a law of this kind I ap- 


dominion. I ſay there was a neceſſity for this law, and thoſe perſons 


fity ; thoſe who have exerted themſelves from time to time to defeat 
" every meaſure that has been for ſome years paſt propoſed, unfortunately | 


in contemplation to uſe other means, a party in this ſtate oppoſed . 
and defeated the intention. For it is a well known fact, that the friends 
of good order were obliged to give up their attempts to reſtore the de- 


ming; and we were, by ſuch policy, reduced to the neceſſity of giving 
up to thoſe people a part of their claims, in order to put an end to the 


It was ſtate neceſſity alone that compelled the meaſure, a neceſſity 
that aroſe ſrom the oppoſition given by certain perſons to ccertion. 
| 5 who forced this 
act upon the ſtate, are now moſt deſirous to prevent its operation, know- 


to What it was when they oppoſed the former meaſure, and I have 


e regen » Im. 


ty 


Mr. Petert thought it very hard that the 
vere on him, as he was not in any former Houſe. 


Mr. Clymer aſſured the gentleman he had not the leaft alluſion to | 


Mr. Peters did not know who was meant, however he ſhould not 
meddle in any perſon's affairs, but really he believed the gentleman (Mr. 


gentleman ſhould | be ſo ſer 


| Findley) had brought the amendment forward on the bell principle, and 5 


conformably with his duty, tho at the ſame time, the motion might 


have very ill effects if adopted, and go in a great meaſure to unhinge | 


the whole buſineſs. The law we have now under conſideration ap- 
pears to me better without this addition, and I wiſh it may be thrown 
out if the gentleman perſiſts in his refuſal to withdraw it; all ſuch de- 
finitions and explanations as this, he ſuſpected only tended to embar- 
raſs the Houſe, and prevent that calm deliberation, which appeared at 
the preſent moment eſſentially neceſſary to preſerve the peace and hap- 


pineſs of the ſtate. I ſhall ſay nothing fir about the policy of the for- 


mer law, but leave that to the gentlemen who were engaged in making 


it; but this J ſay fir, that be it good or bad, the faith of the ſtate is 


irrevocably pledged to the Connecticut claimants, to confirm to them 
all their claims acquired before the decree of Trenton. | 


The gentleman from Weſtmoreland (Mr. Findley) fays that the | 


etition on which the law is founded, has nothing to do with the law; 

if that is ſo, then I don't underſtand the Engliſh language if the law 
_ uſing the expreſs words ©, agreeably to their petition,” and then has 
no referrence to it, Iam at a loſs to know what their meaning can be. 
The preamble of all laws, according to the directions contained in the 
Conſtitution, contain the reaſons of the law: this law was paſſed to 
prevent further contention ; in doing which it was deemed expedient 


to grant the Connecticut claimants their lands agreeably to the prayers 


of their petition. If that was not the intention of the Houſe, we can- 
not help ĩt, for ſo ſtands the law. The commiſſioners appointed under 
the law, have explained the law by what was found in the petition ; 
in doing this, I apprehend they did right, for the law grants their 
claims according to the rules and regulations among them, and theſe 
rules and regulations are alluded to particularly in the petition. Thus 
if there ever was a neceſſity for the law itſelf—there is a greater for 
adhering to it, becauſe it will not only diſpoſe theſe people to be again 


your enemies, but alſo you will break that faith which the ſtate of Pena- 


ſylvania has ſolemnly pledged to the ſettlers in that country. _ 

Ihe gentleman has told you fir that the commiſſioners do not agree 
with each other in their expofition of this particular part of the law; 
but this does not comport with what I bave heard, for in this fir they 
have agreed to explain the law by the petition. He alſo tells you of 
ſeyen or eight ſhares which have been admitted to one perſon, I be- 
lieve the fact is fir that four or five have been advanced if not allowed, 
wache v. ſeven or eight ſhares have been heard of by the gentleman and 
ſome © 


Or 
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his aſſociates, but they never were put in; yet if ſeven, eight 
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or twenty claims were derived from original ſettlers, the expreſſion of 5 
the law adraits them all, and it is proper they ſhould,-becauſc the claim 


of the purchaſer ſhovld be equally valuable with the firſt ſettler. 


As for the Pennſylvania claimants, I think alſo from the law as well 
as from juſtice, we are bound to grant them a juſt compenſation—and 
the Connecticut will no further affect the Pennſylvania claimants, than 
it affects the ſtate: In ſhort, the law ought to be fully complied with, 

as it reſpects the Wyoming ſettlers, and full and ample juſtice ought 
to be done our fellow citizens, who ſuffer either a loſs or diminution of 


the then property in that country, in conſequence of ſtate neceſſity. 


8 Mr. Lollar. 1 obſerve ſir that it 18 argued, if the Hou agree tix 


the explanation of the term acquired, that we are guilty of a breach of 


the public faith; for my part I ani as tenacious of public faith as any . 
ger but L cannot in this inſtance ſuppoſe that there is any ground 
for ſuch apprehenſions: let me aſk the opponents of the amendment in- 


troduced by the gentleman from Weſtmoreland, whether theſe Connec- 


ticut claimants, to whome ſuch promiſes were made, ever yet compli- 
ed with the terms upon which the Aſſembly undertook to conſirm their 
claims. I believe fir no gentleman can ſay they have; but there is a fact 


* 


before us that may tend to prove they have not accepted thoſe terms, 
for you ſind them driving off your commiſſioners, who were particularly 
attending to hear and grant the claims they might preſent. . They have 

fir expelled the commitiioners, nor do I believe they dare at preſent re- 
turn — Then I can't fee how we are bound to ſupport a people, who ſo 


far from complying on their part, have behaved the very reverſe, there- 


fore I ſhall be for the amendment; tho' had they fulfilled what was 
expected of them, I would be as clearly for ſupporting the former 


meaſures as any gentleman on this floor. 


As for the obſervation of fixing the explanation of the law upon the 
cue I ſhall only juſt obſerve, that if every law was to be governed 


y the petitions, it would be an endleſs piece of work.. . 


Mr. Leabis. This appears to me a matter of much importance; the 
more I hear and the more I think on this ſubject, the more alarmed 1 


become for the conſequences, and the more I am convinced of the im- 
propriety of any alteration of the original law; for whether this alter- 


ation takes place by a direct clauſe in the bill, or by an explanatory 
one, I conſider of little moment. When our faith ſtands pledged to 
any perſon whatſoever, it ought to be touched with a fearful and trem- 


bling hand, let the variation be ever ſo trivial. It appears to me now 
that it is a matter of no conſiderable difficulty to explain the term ac- 
quired, even by the conſtruction which it is meant to have in the law. 
It appears from the petition on which this law is grounded, that the 


people of Connecticut were accuſtomed to Eſtabliſh their townſhips in 


a certain mode; under this the ſettlements had taken place at Wyo- 


ming. When the perſons came forward and requeſted of the Houſe to 


confirm their claims, this was agreed to by the Legiſlature, and the 
law recognized the petition, and determined that their claims ſhould 
V „„ „%%% ² - oe: 
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be decided agreeably to the rules and regulations among them alluded 8 
to in their petition. Under this law the commiſſioners have proceeded _,. 
to receive 5 claims of ſuch of the petitioners and others, who either RE, 
choſe or had time and epportunity to apply; and in doing this, they 
have found it neceſſary to explain the law by the petition ;, this fir is 
perfectly legal and conſonant with their duty; for fir this is not the 
firſt law that has reference to matters without itſelf. The member 
from Montgomery (Mr. Lollar) denies this explanation to be a breach 
of the public faith, becauſe the Connecticut ſettlers have not accep- 
ted our terms, but drœe off the commiſſioners—if we were ſatis- 
fied that they had not accepted our terms, it would be a foundation 
for repealing the former; yet I ſhould even think they might in that 
caſe be entitled to further lenity. But has it not been ſaid by an ho- 
norable gentleman the other day, that there were ſeveral hundred of 
militia there, on whom much reliance was to be had, as they had re- 19 5 
ceived a large benefaction of the ſtate? If this is ſo, ſome of them 
muſt have accepted the bounty of government; and are theſe well. 
affected men, who have delivered in their claims, and ſupported the 
las for ſome time paſt, to be given up? are rights which have ben 
admitted, to be wreſted from the holder by an explanation of the na- — 
ture of the amendment ?-no-fir ; if but one perſon had ſubmitted his A 
'claim, had offered himſelf, ſooner ought the ſtate of Pennſylyania, and 
more honorable would it be for the Fo iſlature, to ſuffer a loſs of ten 5 
times the value of the whole county of Luzerne, than by ſtabbing iis | 
public faith, ſuffer one individual to complain of her injuſtice, and 
violation of her ſacred engagements. . The Legiſlature have a power 
to explain what ſhall be the meaning of her laws in future; but that 
ougght not to extend to claims already preſented. The civil law ſays, | 1 
that the judges may explain after they have pronounced ſentence, but 1 
the common law of England, that great and ineſtimable privilege _ 
which both that country and our own enjoys, admits no ſuch thing. 
No, you ſhall not by explanation trepan us into the commiſſion of 
crimes, which at the time of acting were not defined as crimes. Nor „ 
while I have ability will I ever fit ſtill, and ſee this valuable right _ 
of my fellow-citizens proſtrated either to a judicial or legiſlative au- * 1 
thority. The civil law fir, deſpotic as it is, would not extend fo far 
as the queſtions before you this is going a length fir that would dif- 
grace not only any Legiſlature in the Unite. States, but every govern- 
ment that has the leaſt veneration for its reputation in the eyes of the 
- ſurrounding nations. | % on on 
I will not point out at preſent the loſs it will occafion, but ſhall ob- : ; 
ject to the amendment upon the principle I have already ſpoken — 1 
which I think is a matter of ſuch high conſequence, as to be ſufficient 
ground for the Houſe: to decide not only againft this, but every other : Co 
amendment which ſhall have a breach of public faith, either for its - 
baſis or its conſequence. ; Em) "1 
Mr. Lollar granted, that if any had complied with the act, "wh. 
| | ought 
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remain and continue in the exerciſe of their duties; and ſir the 3 
; | | gar. . 
collected by the friends of that man (Mr Franklin) now confind with- 
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M Lene was of oppinion, that if any confiderahle number had 


become the friends of Penaſylvania, in conſequence of having put in 
their claims, they might do without the great number of watt x which 


have us 


" 


8 ſeemed to have advocated ; for the gentlemen woul 


believe there are this great number, but I think they are very few; for 
on the election for militia officers, you find the ſuperior one had but a 


baer majority of three votes, againſt one of the moſt active of the in- 


cendiaries ; and at the election of inferior officers, thoſe perſons have 


put in all Franklin's friends; this ſhews the pulſe of theſe people, when 


every man that they chooſe to any ftation in there power, are your | 


Agood deal has been ſaid about the petition that was preſented to 


he former Houſe: I ſuppoſe there was a report alſo of the Committee 


to whom the petition was referred; this report cannot now be found, 


but 1 believe there is great difference between it and the law that was 
brought in in conſequence of it. I ſhould be glad to know how this 
difference aroſe, and as this law has not had the effect which was in- 
tended, I inſiſt upon it that it is in the power of the Houſe, and alſo 
our duty to explain | | | 7 


Mr Clymer could give the gentleman ſatisfaction as to the difference 
between the rt and the law; the bill had been brought in agreeably 


to the _ ut at one of its readings it was altered by a vote of the 


to the government of Pennſylvania in it, this be apprehended was not 
well founded, for to his own knowledge it was the wiſh of a great 
number of very reſpectable perſons in that ſettlement, that they ſhould 


who roſe and drove of your commiſſioners, were another ſet o 


in yonder walls; their numbers however were extremely ſmall, and 
all of them diſperſed the next day; they alſo made every conceſſion _ 


that was in their power, promiſing to behave themſelves in future, and 


pay a due obedience to the laws of the ftate ; and I am well-dif- 


poſed to believe, that had the commiſſioners returned into that coun- 


try, they would never afterwards been moleſted ; ſo far as my know- 


ledge extends of the diſpoſitions of thoſe people, they are well ſatisfied 
of the propoſals made by the ftate, but I believe they would be very 


ſorry to find ſuch an alteration as is propoſed by the member from 
Weſtmoreland; however I ſhall ſay nothing farther, but I hope gentle- 
men will confider ſeriouſly, before they agree to a vote that may lead 
to a breach of faith, which I conceive will be the caſe if the propoſed + 


amendment is agreed to. . | | 
Mr. Peters would only obſerve, that the friends of government in 
that quarter, for want of being properly conſolidated, could not per- 
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reaſons that ſuggeſted themſelves to the members at that time. 
Mr. Schott obſerved one of the gentlemen had inferred from the 
commiſſioners, wr left that country ; that there were no friends 


Nr 


/ Prunsrüvaxi. „„ 77 

| wa affemble to 35 the ſadden ragen of the "OE ay madly the 
attack on the commiſſioners ; far be it from him to defend the guilty, 
Hut he thought ſome extenuation might be offered—but thougl theſe 
men did not incline to give government the full ſupport which they 
ought to do, it was but a poor GREED _ the ſtate. to break its faith 
with then # 

| Mr. Findley. I ſhould ke wins nde of what has dropt rem the 
5 gentleman from the city (Mr. Clymer) but that I do not think his re- 
ions very material, where he charges ſome perſons of compelling 
the late law, by their oppoſition to coercive meaſures. I ſhall only ſay 
for my own part, that I have always ated conformably with the duty 

: owe my conſtituents, in doing that which I judged moſt proper. 
Mr. Clymer. What I obſerved did not apply to that gentle eman in 
particular, it applied to the hiſtory of this buſineſs generally; for what _ 

I ſtated, is well known to every member, who is at all converſant in 

the politics of Pennſylvania. I ſay every attempt᷑ that has been made for 
two or three years paſt to ſettle this diſpute, has been uniformly op- 
poſed by a particular claſs of pe oy in this ſtate, and therefore it was 
fir that the law paſſed laſt March, became neceſſary ; and I aſſert again | 
ſir, that that law was a wiſe meaſure; after che Sorter intention hal 
been defeated—that it has had good effects, and will continue to have 
good effects towards ſecuring the peace and happineſs on the ſtate, - 

while the amendment will have the direct contrary effect. | 

The queſtion, will the Houſe adopt Mr. Findley's motion J being 

put, the yeas and nays were called, and are as follows, viz. 

YEAS. Meſſrs. Logan, Wynkoop, Chapman, Upp, Raifton, Moor, 55 
'Lowrey, Hubley, Clemſon, Erb, Hopkins, W. Mitchell, Lilly, Reed, 
Clingan, D. Mitchell, Beale, X. ennedy, Oliver, F. Heifter, G. Heifter, _ 
Davis, Sands, Kreemer, Trexler, jun. Burkhalter,. Piper, White, Findley, 
Barr, Irvine, M Dowell, . Cala lmont, Wright, Fleunelen, Phillips, 
Gulchrift, M*Lene, Riffe, Lollo,  Rittenbonſe, Richard: „ Mite," Clark, ; 

= DONS. 2 
NAYS. Meſſrs. C r Fitzſimons, Feber, Fon: W ill, Sal. 
ter, Peters, Foulke, T homas , Evans, 8 cg a helen, Work, M Taler, 
| e 1 : 
So it was carried in the affrmative. 5 VF 
| Ordered, That the further conſideration of this faid bill- be "oY 
. N And the Houſe adjourned to meet half paſt nine to-morrow. 
: _ Farvar, November 23, 1787, A.M. . 

The Houſe met purſuant to adfour den pe ch f . 

The Committee appointed November 1, on the petition 10 Mary 
Bioren , made report, which was read, and 8 
$ Ordered to lie on the tablet? 7 

he Hodſe' having reſumed the conſideration of the bill, entitled, 

Ay ſupplement to an act entitled an act for aſcertaining and confirm- 
ing to certain perſons called Connecticut claimants, the lands by them 
claimed within tha county of * and for. other purpoſes there- 
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NE AM.. F itzſimons preſented tö the chair a petition 18 
er owners of land within the county of Luzerne, and à jetter from 
Timothy Pickering, eſq; one of the commilſioners appointed under 
_ the aforeſaid act, which being read, 


Mr. Peters moved for the poſtponement v7, the lab 8 the | 


11 in order to reconſider the explanatory clauſe introduced laſt 


night by Mr. Findley, and adopted by the Houſe ; he apprehended 
the miſchievous-tendency of that glouſe, weld £0 10 far as to unhinge N 


the whole buſineſs. 


Some converſation aroſe on 4 ſabie; FLO as information was the . 


object of the members, it was agreed to alter the motion for a poſt- 
ponement, in order to introduce the commiſſioners who had been ap- 
pointed to execute the law paſt laſt March, for quieting the Connec- 
ticut elaimants ; and jt was judged unneceſſary to contend now for 
that conſideration, becauſe when the Houſe were better informed, it 
might be their unanimous wiſh to throw out the clauſe. A further 
eonferrence took place on eſtabliſſing the mode of hearing the Com- 
miſſioners, lich being adjuſted to ” ſatisfaction of the Houſe, Col. 
© Pickering, Mr. Montgomery and Col. Balliot were introduced. : 


Col. Fickering, at the requeſt of the Speaker, or a relation of facts : 


and opinions, o far as connected with the preſent bill; in which he 


was corroborated by Col. Balliott and Mr. Montgomery. | 


After which they had leave to retire, ang the Houſe ad _ until 


= half paſt nine-to-morrow, A. M. 


Saru ba x, 1 24, 1787, A; NI. 
The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 


Petitions fram a number of the inhabitants of whe count 5 Cheſter f 


were read, praying that certificates for the debts due from this Kate, 

may be received in dxſcharge. of mortgages given for money received 

from the loan-office. Ordered to lie on the table. 
A letter from his exccllency the governor of the ſtate of Virginia 


was read, incloſing the following reſolutions of the Legillature of that 


Rate, viz. 


In the Mouſe of Delegates of Virginia, Thurſday, Ocober 25, obo. 


Reſolyed unanimouſly, That the proceedings of the Fœderal Con- 


vention, as tranſmitted to the General Aſſembiy, through the medium 


of Congteis, be ſubmitted to a Convention of the people, for their fall 


and free inveſtigation and diſcuſſion. 


Reſolved, I hat every citizen, being a frecholder in this Cbmmon- 
wealth, be eligible to a ſeat in the Convention, and that the people 
therefore be not reſtrained in their choice of delegates by any of thoſe - 
legal or conſtitutional reſtrictions, which confine them in their choice | 

of merabers to the Legiſlature, | 


"Reſolved, That it be recommended to each county ton dec two * 
legates, and to each city, town, or corporation entitled, or who may 
be entitled by law, to repreſentation in 85 r to elt one 
delegate to ſaid Convention. 
=. e „ Reſolved, 


—_ 
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Reſolved, That the qualifications of eleftors be the fame as thoſe WE 


eſtabliſhed by law. 4 . 
Reſolved, That the elections for delegates as aforeſaid, be held at | 
the uſual places appointed by law for holding the elections for delegates Pn 
to the General Aſſembly, and that the ſame be conducted by the of- ff. 
ficers, who conduct the elections of delegates, and conformably to the 1 
rules Aud reg fafiond thereof. . 9 0008 
Reſolved, That the elections of delegates be held in the month o | - 
March next, on tlie firſt day of the court to be held for each county, _ | 
city, or corporation refpettively ; and that the perſons ſo-choſen; af ff 
ſemble in the ſtate-houſe, in the city of Richmond, on the fourth Mon?n?sn ja 
Reſolved, That two thouſand copies of theſe reſolutions he forth- ö 
with printed and diſtributed hy the members of the General Aﬀembly, ___ 8 
among their conſtituents, and that the executixe tranſmit a copy of _ 1 
them to Congreſs, and to the Legiſlature and Executive of the reſpec- e 


ti ve ſtates. . „ 5 Ee. 1 
,,, ne,, FB „ 
A memorial from Col. Francis Mentges was read, ſtating that in 1 . = 
conſequence” of his appointment as inſpector- general of the militia off = 
this Commonwealth, by the Supreme Executive Council, he incurred | 
conſiderable expence, for which he hath not received any compenſa- RE, 
tion, and requeſting ſuch recompence may be granted as will enable > 
him further to purſue the duties of his appointment. © | . = 
EO oO ey ns Ordefed to lie on the table; 
The Committee appointed for the purpoſe, reported a bill entitled — 
san act to encreaſe the duties of exciſe upon wine and upon rum, bran- W 
dy and other ſpirits,” which was read the firſt time, and _ Ko oe 
j d)“ | Ol 
The Houſe reſumed the conſideration of the Wyoming bill, when 09 
it was moved by Mr. Lewis to reconſider the clauſe introduced by Mr. 
Findley and agreed to by the Houſe on laſt Thurſday afternoon. i . 80 
Mr. Wynkoop had voted in favour of the clauſe, but ſince he had 28 
heard the examination of the Commiſſioners, he was convinced of its bs 
impropriety, and therefore ſhould agree to reconſider. £ 
Mr. Lewis told the gentlemen that the amendment would admit 
many more claims than the former law, for here are admitted all actu- . 
al ſettlers without reſtriction as to rules and regulations then amon 2 N 
them, but the bare occupancy without purchaſe, and that not conſin 
to the county of Luzerne, was ſufficient to entitle a perſon to goo acres, BY | 
whether his claim was for more or leſs. Moreover, the term legal = 
repreſentatives was a term known in law which excluded purchaſers, „ 
and this he apprehended was more than gentlemen intended by their e 
reſtriction. | | EE Cd. f 
Mr. Findley granted the clauſe might not be well drawn up, but the . 1 
| Intention was well underſtood by the Houſe ; he was ſorry it had not Il 
been poſtponed on Thurſday evening, when it might have Rn 3 i 
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for 1 ; but he was againſt magician. 25 it 3 to 
him a ſte 1 toward getting rid 01 the clauſe altogether, and he was well 

convinced ſomething of the kind was neceſſary : and leſt gentleen ! 
might apprehend a BY rther diſturbance in that quarter by the operation FF _ 
of his amendment, he now gave notice of his intention to bring in an . 
additional clauſe, to confirm to each half. ſhare man 200 acres—he un- 
. * derftogd their numbers were about 250. This land would not coſt ſo 

much as the troops that they were about to order, but would ſupercede 
the neceſſity of {ending any: the intention of the former law was to 
quiet the ſettlement, A, he thought this extenſion would be the read: 

cit way to accompliſh. it. 
MI. Fitz/imons hoped the Houſe MN agree to 2 gg but on | 

putting the queſtion, it appeared to be loſt, and as ſowe apprehenſion 

was expreſſed that the members were not aware of the motion, the 

Speaker ſtated the queſtion a ſecond time, will the Houſe agree to 

reconſider Mr. Findley's clauſe ?” the yeas and nays being called, ate N 


as follow, viz. 
.. .YFEAS. . Meflrs. 0 Humer, 1 Hilmbetwers f LIE Will, — 
ter, Rabinſon, Logan, Peters, Wynkoop, Chapman, Foulke, Opp, Ral Hon, 
Thomas, Evans, Willing,  Whelen, Hubley, W, ork, M Lellan, Trexler, 
Burllalior, Riffe, Lollar, Richards, Schuti.— 27. 
NAS. Meſſis. Moore, Lilley, Clemſon, Erle, Boy ine, V. Maghell, 
Lilley, Reed, Clingban, D. Mitchell, Beale, eee Fo Heifter, G. Heifter, 
avis, Sands, Piper, While, Findiey, Barr, Irvine, M. Dowell, Alliſon, 
Wright, Fleunchen, Philips, Gilchri ffs M Lene, N. Calmont, Prana 
Mil: Ys Clarke, Daviſut—33. 55 5 
So it was determined in the negative. | $3 
Mr. Findley now propoſed a clauſe blo the. en "RL and 
board of property to award 200 acres to every half-ſhare man that is 
found on the ſettlement ; and this he looked upon as an eſſectual way 
to quiet the difturbarices. _ _ 
Mr. KRobinſon objected, becauſe the x men not only did not deſerve 
the gratuity: of the ſtate, being ſent there for the expreſs purpoſe. of 
oppoſing the government of the ſtate, but it was alſo. contravening the 
Principle of parſimony, which induced the Houſe to adopt the 9 8 
clauſe preſented by this gentleman. _. 
Mir. Peters begged the Houle to view the gentleman who had pro- 
poſed the clauſe: did he recollect his arguments of laſt Thurſday: 13 
could he have forgot, or did he think the Houſe had forgot what had 
4 been urged to fave the public lands from being given away to thoſe 
#f 5 Who had no claims? He ſolicited the W at leaſt to ſave the 
| appearances of confiſtency, _ 5 
Mir. Findliy contended that this = was "BT upon. the fame 
political economy as the former law; and granting lands to theſe 
| ces would ſupercede the neceſſity . ſeading te at all into that 
ttlement. 5 
Alter ſome further convecſation, it was agreed to refer this amend. 
eps to a Committee. . SY. 'The 
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„ PENNSYLVANIA, . „ n 


The bill was again poſtponed, : and the Houſe adjourned to Moog, 


| - Monvar, 8 26, 1787, A, M. . 
"The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 
A memorial from William Moore, Eſq. read it in the a8 Hoe of 


afternoon. | | 


; Atembly March 25th laſt, was alen to the chair, read, and 


Ordered to lie on the table, 2 
A petition Gm Thomas Johnſton, late a ſoldier in the army of the 


United States was read, ſetting forth that he hath loſt the certificate 


given him, teſtifying his ſervices during the war, whereby he 1s pre- 


cluded from receiving his pay and other dues, and praying this Houſe 


ts grant him relief in the premiſes; and on motion and by ſpecial or- 


: per, 


= der, the ſame was read the ſecond time. 


Ordered that it be referred to the Committee appointed November 


15, on the petition of Nicholas Kuhl and others. 


A petition from Moſes Read was read, ſetting forth that John Pi- 
Fra. depoſited with him a ſum of Continental money, for the pur- 
poſe of engaging cattle for the uſe of the army of the United States ; 


that he procured twenty-five head of cattle, Which with his own ex- 


nces, amounted. to about one hundred pounds more than he received; 
me he has repeatedly applied to the comptroller-general and others 


for a ſettlement of his accounts without effect, therefore praying this 


Houſe to grant him relief in the premiſes; 3 and on ace and by 
ſpecial order, the ſame was read the ſecond time: 

W that it be referred to the laſt named Committee to hon 
thereon. 


Ahe . appointed for the puepoſe, reported. a bill entitled, 


ea ſupplement to an act entitled an act to enforce the due collection 
and payment of taxes within this Commonwealth, which was read the 
firſt time, and a Ordered to lie on the table. 
e entitled te an act to encourage the duties of exciſe upon 


wine, and upon rum, brandy, and other ſpirits, was read the ſecond 
; time, 15 


TIS 


the due collection and payment of taxes within this Commonyealth, pl 
was read the ſecond time. 


the goſpel among: the eee, formed by the e 0 


| Ordercd that the further conſideration thereof be paliponcd, | 
_ Adjourned until three o'clock, P. 
Eopem Dis, p. M. 
The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. _ 
The bill entitled? an additional ſupplement to an 155 entitled Lak aft 


I for the regulation of the militia of the Commonwealth of Pennſylva- 


nia. ' was read the ſecond: time. 
- Ordered, that the further conſideration thereof be poſtponed. 
The bill entitled © a ſupplement to the act entitled an act to St 


Ordered that the further conſideration thereof is poſt poned, . 
The bill entitled “, an act to incorporate the ſociety tor propa ting 
th rats 


- 


<u — 


7 


# 


— 


* 


ns The Hodſe met purſuant to adjournment. . 


* 


a Duvares of th Cassi AnticaLY | 2 he 


p Church of the United: Brethren © | 
the ſecond time and debated by parag edits, V 
Ordered that ĩt be tranſeribed, and in the mean time fn for e. 
5 conſideration. 
- Adjourned until Half pa 
Torspar, November 27, 1787, A. M. ag 


A petition from Robert Taylor, read in a former Hout of an. 
1 arch 28, 1785, was preſented t to the chair, read and 


” Ordered to lie on the table. N | 


1 from divers citizens of Pennſylvania was read, pray ing 
may be paſfed, authorizing the offcefs of the land-office to tran. 

8 warrants for lands from one county to another, or to return the 
monies paid on ſuch warrants where no land is found, and that the 


Receiver- General may be empowered to transfer the monies overpaid, 
on the account of one tract of land, to the credit of another, which j 


Orders; lie on the t \ 


"op happen to be deficient. 
- The report read November 2 27, on the petition of a number of the 


inhabitants of the county of Weſtmoreland, was read the ſecond time. 3 


© Ollered, that the further conſideration thereof be poſtponed. 
A motion was 
to reſume the further conſideration of the bill entitled, a ſupplement 
to ai act entitled an act for aſcertaining and confirming to certain per- 
ſons ealled Connecticut claimants, the lands by them claimed within 


the county of Luzerne, and for other purpoſes therein mentioned” in 


order to reconſider the additional clauſe propoſed by Mr. Findley . 


adopted by the Houſe on Thurſday laſt; and on the „ coill the 
Houſe agree to the ſame ? it was determined in the negative. 1 


Achdurnedd until half paſt nine o clock to-morrow, A. M. 
_ Wevpnesvar, November 28, 1787, A. M. 
The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. % g. 
A petition from Patrick Sullivan, late a ſoldier in the ſecond regi- 
ment of the line of this ſtate, in the ſervice of the United States, was 


read, praying he may be entitled to his proportion of the donation | 
lands allot to the officers and ſoldiers of the ſaid line. | 


' Ordered to lie on the table. 


e Committee, to Wii wat referred the, petition of Thomas 
A Johnſton, November 26, made report, which was read, and | | 


Ordered to lie on the table. 


The Commits 12 November 19, on the petition of John 


Penn, j Jun. and John 


The Committee appointed November 15, on the tition of a num- 


made report, which was read, and 


ber of the inhabitants of Wayne and Derry \ townſhips, in the (Oy 


of e made * which was read, and 
| | Ordered to lie on the 0 


* 


* 


3 


nine o clock tomorrow, A. NM. . 


made by Mr. Lewis, and ſeconded by Mr. Clymer, 


Ordered to lie on the table. 5 


— 


* 


W 9 RE? 5 ) bf Bs 


The Houſe baving reſumed-the-confideration, of the bill entitled, | 


ran additional ſupplement to the acts for the regulation of the. militia 


of the Commonwealth of Pennſylvania,” it was moved by Mr. Lewis, 


ſeconded by Mr. Will, t inſert the following paragraph, vis. 


7 24 
5 


And auberas ſeveral of the freemen of the city of Philadelphia, uu 
vicau to render themſelves at uſeful to their country in the eharadter of mi- 
 litia as palſible, haue voluntarily afſeciated and formed them ſelwes into a 
top © 70 dragoons, and are dgſirous of being authoriſed and eftablithed 
e Jil Fo Gp BOL Y ELD Fo GEO 5 TIT 55 „ 
i: 1 it ure enatted, and it is hereby enatied by the guthority afore- - 
aid, That in addition to the troop of militia light dragams for the ſaid city, 
formed by volunteer aſſociation of the freemen of the ſaid city ¶ including 


thoſe pxrſons who have already voluntarily aſſociated and formed themſelves 
as aforeſaid ) to conſiſt of one captain, one firftslientenant, ame ſeemma-liente- 


_ rant, one cornet, four ſerjeants, \faur-corporals, one farrier, ame trumpeter, 


and fixty-eight privates—which ſaid additional troop foall be under the 


lite rules and regulatians-rwith the other militia traops of light dragoons-with- 
in this Commonwealth, ad the officers of the ſaid corps ſhall be accordingly. 
and in the like manner commilſſioned by the Supreme Executive Council. _ 
And on the queſtion, will the Houſe 7 the fame, the yegs and 


nays were called by Mr. M*Lene-and Mr. Beak and axe as fo 


VEAS. Meſſrs. Clymer, Hitæſfimonc, Hiltzheimer, Lewis, Will, Rabin- 


WS, 


fon, jun. Salter, Peters; Wynkoop, Chapman, Foulke, Upp, Ralten, Moore, 


\ 


Thomas, Evans, Willing, Loaurey, Hubley, Mort, Clemſon, Erb, Hop- 
kins, M*Lellin, Lilly, Clingan, D. Mitthell, F. Heifter,  G. Heiter, 
Kreemer, Trexler, jun. Burkhalter, Piper, White, Irvine, Wright, Gil- 
— 5 M*Calmont, Rite, Lollar, Rittenhor 4 Clark, Schott, | 


AYS. Meſſrs. Lagar, V. Mitchell, Reed, Beale, Oliver, Davis, 


Sands, Barr, M. Dowell, Alliſon, Phillips, M Lene, Miley, Daviſon. 14. | 


So it was determined in the affirmative, and the ſaid bill, together 


oy 


.graphs. | . VV! ; 3 
_ Ordered that the ſame be tranſcribed, and in the mean time printed 


for public conſideration. = 


with the ſeveral additional clauſes having been fully debated by p ara- 


The Committee, to whom was referred November 24, the addition- 


al elauſe propoſed by Mr. Eindley, and the ninth ſection of the bill 


entitled a ſupplement to an act entitled an act for aſcertaining and 


confirming to certain perſons called Connecticut claimants, the lands 


by them claimed within the county of Luzerne, and for other purpoſes 
therein mentioned, together with the amendment propoſed by Mr. 


Peters, made report, whereupon the Houſe reſumed the conſideration 
= 125 ſaid bill, and having fully debated the aforeſaid clauſe of Mr. 
Tindley, VIZ, | ; "i | 55 0 

And whereas it hath become expedient to quiet in their poſſeſſions 


not only thoſe who were actual ſettlers upon lands in the county of 


Luzerne aforeſaid, before the time of the decree of the court of Tren 
5 „ : ES e 


I, 


— 9 
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ton, b loch alſo as have at any i 4880 ſexe them(chet on 

. thoſe lands and improved the ſame, and who are now reſident there- 
upon, mould upon their taking the oath of allegiance and renunciation 
herein before preſcribed, and demeanning themſelves as good citizens, 
have the lands upon which they have ſo een and become anten, 1 
Tecuted to them in like manner. 

Therefore be it further enacted by the authority bebe. That all/ 
and every perſon actually reſident. within the ſaid county of Luzerne 
at the time of paſſing this act, who is ſeated upon lands improved and _ 

_ held by him, and upon which: he hath ereed a dwelling-houſe, ſhall 
have, and he is hereby declared to have the ſame. confirmed to him, his 
heirs and aſſigns forever, ſubject to the like limitation for making their 
reſpective claims, as is hereinafter provided; and the Commiſſioners 
6 who are or may be appointed, to receive claims, ſhall in like manner 
proceed to receive, enquire into, examine witneſſes on oath, and deter- 8 
mine upon every ſuch claim, cauſe the ſame to be ſurveyed at the ex- 
pence of the party within ſome one of the eighteen towns, and in ſuch 
manner as the ſaĩd half-ſhares have been already ſurveyed and allotted; 
provided they do not exceed 200 acres to each lot or hatf-ſhare, and 5 
the geturn of the ſame ſhall be made to the Supreme Executive Coun- 
eil, who ſhall grant patents therefor, in like manner as is directed by | 
| the act to which this is a ſupplement. 5 1 
Provided always, That no perſon ſo occupying and einge hail | 
receive any benefit from this act, unleſs he and n t oaths 
herein before directed, within the time preſcribed. 
On the queſtion, zvill the Houſe adopt the ſame ? the N ns nays_ Wo 
were called by Mr. Evans and Mr. Findley, and are as follow, viz. 
YEAS.: Meſſrs. Logan, NRalſton, Moore, W. Mitchell, Reed, Piper, 
Fader Barr, N. ewe, Alliſon, M rig hi, ee given: . a 
wu M. Lene, Mi Calmont, Miley, Schott. — 18. 
NAS. Meſſrs. Ciymer, F it fi mont, Hil e ; nn Will, Reobin- 
| foo? "Salter, Peters, Wynkoop, Chapman, UD. Foulke, Thomas, Eau; 
8 In belen, Lowrey, | Hubley, Work, Clemſon, Erb, Hoptius, 
l 


McLellan, Lilly, Clingan, D. Mitchell, Beale, Oliver, 7. Heiter, 
G. Heifter, Davis, Sands, Kreemer, T wt 7; Burkhalter White, Y Nurs, 
Kiffe, Lo Mar, Rittenhouſe, Clark,” Daviſon, —45. A 
Adjourned until three: 0 clock, F. M. „„ 02 i BL i” ; 
i Eopem: Dix, F. M. FA I do pix. 
The Houſe met Sant ant to adjournment. SED 


The Houſe reſumed he conſideration of the bill 0 850 « an aQ_ 
to veſt in Richard Wells and John Clifford the ſhare or portion of the 
ſhip Anna, lately forfeited; to the ſtate; and on the queſtion, avill the 
Hor eſe: adopt the ſame by paragraphs ? it was determined in the negative. 
bill entitled “ an act to veſt in the Supren. e Executive Coun- 

-aik of. this tate, a power to · veſt or remiteither in the whole or in part, 
any forfeiture or = rfeitures accrued” to the ſtate under the laws for the 


W of trade, was read the ſecond time; 1 on motion 


Mr. Peters and Mr. Lewis, | Ordered, 
FP ER LY gens 725 


[ 
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_ ,n Ordered that the further conſideration thereof be poſtponed. 
| ** Adjourned until half paſt nine o'clock to-morrow. 3 
Insa, November 29, 1787, A.M. 
he Houſe met purſuant to adiourn ment.... 
Mr. Findley bad caſon to believe that the clauſe which he had the 
other day propoſed to be added to the Wrong bill, and which Was 
adopted by the Houſe, might tend to encreaſe. the diſpoſition of the 
people in that country to, oppoſe to the authority of tlie ſtate ; and 
moreoyer he had learned that the word legal repreſentatives, had a 
reſtriction which he neyer intended. On theſe accounts he wiſhed the 
_ clauſe might be reconſidered, if it was only for the purpoſe of inſerting 
hears and aſſigns in lieu of 5 repreſenta tives. 
Mr. C ner. It is well I was an eien er 
the introduction of that clauſe; but ſince it has paſſed the Houſe, and 
find. 3 to make ſuch. reſtriction, I ſhall give my conlent to 
have it made as perfect as poſſible, that ſo we may not defeat our 
| Mr. Fitz/imons would alſo a to the reconſideration on the ſame 
principles, but would be much better pleaſed to haye the clauſe ftruck 


Hate „ CO POPE 
Nr. Zexvis thought that arguments ſufficient had already beep 8reet 
to induce the Houſe to make the alteration. now intended; for his 


part he had ſaid all that occurred to him to impreſs the Houſe wit! 


'ﬆ 


| 


the impropriety of the whole clauſe, as well as the particular part now 


allud d to; but as they had decided in favour of it, he had very little 


expectation that they would be now induced to reſcind their former 


olution.: . | | 1 5 | 
1714 * Als a» : ; 3 3 8 a? 1 6, 5 8; LE E : : „ FT? 
The queſtion. was now. put, will the Houſe agree to take up. the 


Wyoming bill, in order to reconſider Mr. Findley's clauſe? when, it 


- was detormined in the negative. © 
Mr. M*Lene now propoſed: the following reſolution, arid was ſeconds» 


r 8 OT R 
Reſolved, That the Supreme Executive Council be and they are 
bereby authoriſed and required to direct the ſecretary of the land- office 
to iſſue a grant or grants to ſuch Pennſylvania claimant who hath or 
may be diveſted of Bis land in the county of Luzerne by the operation 
of the Wyoming act—which grant ſhall give ſuch claimant. er 
| claimants the right to take up and ſettle upon a quantity of land 
An an part of the reſidue of the donation lands not already appropria- 
ted Ch a wan the quantity of land ſo granted do not exceed the quan- 
tity of land which ſuch perſon or perſons have been or may be diveſted 
of as aforeſaid; which land ſo granted and accepted of, ſhall be a com- 
E Re to ſuch perſon or perſons, either in whole or in part, as ſball 
bereafter be determined. „ Ge 0 
| ... Wherefore the following deſultory converſation aroſe: . .. 
Mr. Clymer thought the perſons alluded to, could derive no imme- 
. date advantage from the reſolution, and that it would be better to 


* 


- 


nown that I was an enemy altogether to 5 


4 
MS, 


— 
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grant the property of the ftate by law agreeably to the conttit 
Mr. Peters s humanity was what dictated this meaſure to him: he 


had learned then where ſeveral poor perfons diſpoſed of all their pro- 


| porty by the late law—and mere compaſſion ta our citizens, whoſe rights 
had been transferred to the people of Connectieut, was his ſole induce- 
ment to ſupport the meaſure. 5 * 


L's 


1 


Mr. Firzfmons deemed it imprudent to make any grant by reſolu- 
2 1 40 E C 


tion — it ought to be done by law. 


Mr. M*Lene had heſitated in offering this reſolution, becauſe be 


knew there was an impropriety in giving lands by reſolution; but hu⸗ 


ow. 


manity to the people induced him to propoſe this mode, and there was 


alſo a precedent where lands were granted to certain perſons on a ſome- 


what fimilar occaſion by reſolution. If the Houſe was diſpoſed to ex- 
tend relief to theſe ors he thought they were juſtifiable. 
Mr. Lewis did not know rectly what” was the practice of the 
Houſe on ſuch occaſions, hut he was of opinion the poor perſons allu- 


\ 


ture. 


and he knew that it was neceſſary to do it early, becauſe if the | 
are diſpoſed to make them grants, the people ought to e that 


they might go and reconnoitre the country during the winter 
that they might be enabled to move in the ſpring. 
Mr. 8 though he thought theſe people deſerving the atten- 
tion of the Houſe, yet he was oppoſed to giving away lands by a re- 
ſolution, becauſe it was unconſtitutional; and the late Council of Cen- 
ſors had reprobated it. He believed the precedent alluded to by the 
member from Franklin, had taken place before” the meeting of that 


1 * 


body, but ſince that, nothing of the kind had been attempted. AE 
Mr. Logan oppoſed the reſolution 'upon fimilar principles, arid 


thought as the Houſe meant to meet again at an early period, this bu- | 
ent of the conſtitution, and 


fineſs might be done. without an infringem 


F - 1 * » Py * - — 


time enough to accommodate the poor perſons alluded to: 


— 


4 * 5 P 


diſpoſſeſſed of their land; no decifion had yet been made by the com- 


" Hall * » 


ded to, well deſerved all the benevolence and indulgence'of the Legif: 
Mr. Fridley would. be willing to do every thing for theſe ropes | 


) 


Mr. Clymer did not know who the people were that are faid' 10 be 


miſſioners, and conſequently no Pennſylyania claimant who was in pof. 


ſeſſion, had yet been turned out; when that was the caſe, theſe people 
have it in their power, under the law paſſed laſt March, to accept a 
compenſation in lands where they pleaſe, ſo that they may go this 
fall and ſee where to remove to, if they are in a great degree certain 
that they muſt loſe their preſent ſettlement ; commiſſioners and land- 
officers are already enabled to award them a compenſation of that kind. 
Mr. Robinſon was alſo clear that the law of March provided all the 
remedy that was intended by this reſolution. n. 


Mr. Peters expreſſed a wiſh for altering the reſolution ſo as to make 


the law of more immediate effect, as he was pretty certain many of the 


wag 


people in that country were without place to ſhelter themſelves. 


x), TS 
: * . 
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: On che queſtion, will the Houſe agree to the reſolution? the yeas 


and nays were called by Mr. M*Lene' and Mr. Peters, and are as fol- 


*"'YEAS. Meſſrs. Peters, Moore, Whelen, M. Mitchell, J. Heiſter, 
Davis, Kreemer, Piper, ' White,” Findley, Barr, Irvine, M. Doxvell, 
Allifon, Wright, Phillips, M. Lene, M Cale, "Rittenhouſe, Schort.—20. 
NAS. Meſſrs. Clymer, Fitz/emons, Hiltzheimer,” Leavis, Will, Robin- 

fon, Salter, Logan, Wynkoop, Houlke, Chapman, Upp,' Rai n, Thomas, 
Evans, Willing, Lowrey, Hubley, Mort, Clemſon, Erb, Hophins, 
M*Lellan, Lilly, Reed, Clingan, B. Mitchell, Beale, Oliver, G. Hei. 

fter, Sandi, Trexler, Burkhalter, V lenneken, Gilchrift, Lollar, Clarke, | 

| Daviſon.— 39. f 3 #* 1 Rn 8 HF OV 15 9 


80 it was determined in the negative. l 
A motion was then made by Mr. M*Lene and Mr. M*Calmont, in 


{fs x 


4 


7 A 3. 
N WERE Þ 5 


the worlds eller . 1 
| Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Houſe, that* all proceedings 
of the Commiſſioners appointed to carry into ęfect * the af entitled an att 
_ for, aſcertaining and confirming to certain perſons called Connecticut 
claimants, the lands by them Nada in the county of Luzerne, and 
for other purpoſes therein mentioned, all ceaſe aud determine, until 
this Houſe ſhall tale further order i herein. 
The previous queſtion being then called by Mr. Robinſon, Mr. 
Thomas and ſome others, viz, all the main queſtion be tu put. 
It was carried in the negätveeeGũ 296 OT» 
Mr. Lollar appointed to collect the fines from the members abſent, 
frond to the chair a receipt from the treaſurer of the Pennſylvania 
_ Hoſpital for fix-pounds twelve ſhillings and fixpence, being the amount 
of fines by him collected this preſent ſeſſion, © © © 
. The Connlitiee appointed November 20, on the petition of 2 
number of the inhabitants of the counties of Weſtmoreland, Waſhing- 
ton, and Fayettee, made report, which was read, ang 
5 //“ One 6 16 08 the ene-” 
The, report of the Committee read yeſterday on the petition of Tho- 
on was read the ſecond time, as follows, viz. 
The Committee of claims, to whom was referred the petition of 
Thomas Johnſton," a negro, formerly a ſoldier in the American army, 
have examined his claim, and are clearly of opinion, that the Houſe 
of Aﬀectbly get grant the relief he prays for. 


x \ 


Therefore all your Committee can do, is to recommend him as > 
be object of charity, on account of his poverty and old age. 

Ihe report of the Committee read November 23, on the petition of 
Mary Bioren, was read the ſecond time, whereupon, k 
Reſolved, That Mary Bioren have leave to withdraw her petition. 
The report of the Committee read yeſterday on the petition of John 

Penn, jun. and John Penn, Eſq. was read the ſecond time, whereupon 
| to bring in a bill to be paſſed into a law, for the purpoſe: of confirm- 


F 
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7 * 


: ing to 7 hate. T eth or Manors, and. private lates, ind for e * : 


5 plaining an act entitled ** an act for veſting the eftates of the late pro- : 


tancs of Pennſylyania-in this Commonwealth, ſo far as concerns 
: the ſaid Tenths or Manors and private eſtates, A 
-. The Committee of accounts ef report, which Was "read. and on 
motion and by ſpecial order, the ame Was read the nuns dine, and 
| "ghd follows,. NM 7 

Ihe Commirtes of accounts beg leave to report, © : 

That there is due to Hall and eg have "og 3 ge printing the | 
minutes of the eleventh General Aſſembly, 62 half. ſheets and N 
printing, per order of the Legiſlature, 153. 8% 5 
| To Nicholas Weaver, for ſundries, during his being in office. A 

ſerjeant at arms, 34.5/8. 8 
To James Pearſon, for ſundry are made on che Kate-houle, per 
order of the General Aſſembly, 38“. 12/8 . | 
I To William Spotſwood, for the 8 Herald, From Sep- 
rember 1786 to September 1787, 101. 19/0. 

To Michael Bilmeyer, for printing the German minutes of the laſt 
ſelion oF the General Aſſemb ly 200 Printing the Fœderal Conſtitu- 8 
tion, 54 | 

: Thomas, Bradfard, for printing the laws and publiſhing the bill for = 
conſideration, 185“. 13/0. oe” 

To Francis Bailey, or 6 copies of os (Freeman's dw, 
Ae 1787, until the end of the year _ „ 

The Committee therefore offer the. wine reſolutions ; : I WO 

KReſol ved, that the Speaker draw orders on the ſtate ET in 
22855 of Hall and Sellers, fon 150 pounds on account. . | 
In favgur. of Nicholas Weaver for 31. 5%/8 in full of his account. 

In favour of James; Pearſon for 38 CO 12/8 in full of his account. 
In favour o William Spotſwood for 10 Pounds 19/0, in full, pres © 
account...” .... 

In favour of Michacl Billmeyer, f. 50, pounds on account... 

In n favour of Thomas Bradford, 5 158 pounds 18/0 in vat © 5 
Eo favour. of Francis Bailey for. 6 pounds, in full of his 0 * 
1 Avyour of Peter. Z, Lloyd for 59 pounds. for his ſe} Vices as Cl 

of this Houſe, including, 20 day's for. compleating the butineſs., 

In favour of Jacob Hallus for fifty nine pounds, for s. ſervice 
as aſſiſtant clerk. to this Houſe, cin 20 dars allowance for 
rene the buſineſs... | 

. In;favour. of. Ames, j as 24 pounds 10 iin including 

o days allowance tor. his ſervice as et at arms to the Procral 

| Afembly,.. 5 
In favour. of Joſeph Fry for 24 3 10 e 3 >. inchlling 10 
: Kays allowance for his ſervice 1 door keeper to this Houſe. 

In favour,of Peter Z., Lloyd clerk, of) the General Aſſembly, for 
the ſum of 75 ounds, e i to p pay the contingent expences | 
0 f the : . br which he 1 is to Kd with the N | 
ral. 8 
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The Committee appointed to affix the ſeal to the laws, reported that 
they have affixed the ſeal to the followin + Bop viz. 

1. An act to provide for the wages of the members of the State Con- 
vention, and to defray the expences of holding the ſame. 

2. An act for furniſhin ay. quota. of troops * ap by 8 
for the protection of the © Weſtern F nee or other purpoſes 
therein mentioned. | 

g. An act to alter and 3 an ix en 3 fr erecting and © 1 
opening a loan: office for the ſum of fifty thouſand pounds — Wich 3 by. 
laws were as uſual Tacky d in the rolls office. REG 

ade, F. Me 3 the 5 day * Thor next, at 3 - ; [| 
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Page 6, line 29, for and the judges, read one of the judges, 


| Page 57, after the 6th line, the following ſpeech was accident» 


ally omitted : | | EO = 
Mr. Lollar acknowledged it was a matter of ſuch niciety, that he 
ſcarcely knew what to ſay. He was convinced that requiring ſo large 
a number might leave it in the power of a few to put the ſtate to a great 
expence by keeping the reſt waiting for them, but yet it was known 
that buſineſs of this importance ſhould be conducted by a reſpectable 
majority of the delegates. In caſe the members were generally met, 


J would entertain no objection that the buſineſs ſhould be ſanctioned 


with the preſence of two-thirds of the members ; but at the ſame time 


I expect when they are met, that the nature of the buſineſs is ſuch, 


and ſo well underſtood by them, that they will not undertake to tranſ- 
act it, without both ſufficient number and ſufficient time; and I can- 
not think they would go into the conſideration without having the ſtate 
fully repreſented ; and I muſt confeſs that I have ſufficient confidence 
in the gentlemen that are appointed by the freemen of the ſtate, to 
believe they will do only what is right, without being directed by us; 


they will have too much reſpect for their own deliberations, to make 


them appear in a light manner to their conſtituents ; they cannot wiſh 
to do what the motion 1s intended to prevent. 55 
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